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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
NEW ORLEANS, TEXAS & MEXICO RAILROAD, NEAR GORDON, L A . , 
ON AUGUST 5, 1921. 

September 17, 1931. 

On August 5, 1931, there was a dera i lment of a f r e i g h t 

t r a i n on the New O r l e a n s , Texas &. Mexico R a i l r o a d near Gordon 

L a . , Which r e s u l t e d in the death of 3 employees. A f t e r inves­

t i g a t i o n of t h i s a c c i d e n t , the Chief of the Bureau of Safety 

r e p o r t s a s f o l l o w s : 

Locat ion and method of o p e r a t i o n . 

The second d i s t r i c t of the L o u i s i a n a D i v i s i o n , on Which 

t h i s a c c i d e n t occurred , ex tends from Anchorage to DeQumcy, 

L a , , a d i s tance of 135 .9 m i l e s , and i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e 

over which t r a i n s a r e operated b y t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n o r ­

d e r s , no b l o c k - S i g n a l system b e i n g in use . The acc ident oc ­

c u r r e d at a po int 1.49 mi les west of the s t a t i o n s ign a t G o r ­

don. Approaching the point of a c c i d e n t from the east the 

t rack i s tangent f o r severa l m i l e s , the grade i s 0.33 per 

cent descending for about 1 mi l e . The track i s l a i d with 

75-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t m l e n g t h , s i n g l e - s p i k e d to 20 t r e a t e d 

pine and cypres s t i e s to the r a i l - l e n g t h ; t i e p l a t e s are used 

on curves . The track i s b a l l a s t e d with about 18 inches of 

mixed g r a v e l and s h e l l and l a maintained m f a i r c o n d i t i o n . 

The speed of f r e i g h t t r a i n s i s r e s t r i c t e d b y t ime- tab le r u l e 

to 25 mi l e s an hour . The weather was c l e a r and hot a t the 

time of the a c c i d e n t , which occurred a t about 3.39 p.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

The t ra in invo lved m this acc ident was westbound 

f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 113, c o n s i s t i n g of 46 c a r s and a caboose , 
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h a u l e d "by engine 113, and 'was in charge of Conductor B l o o d -

worth and Engine-man O b e r . Accord ing to the t r a m sheet t h i t 

t r a i n d e p a r t e d from F u l t o n , approximate ly 9.3 mi le s eas t of 

the p o i n t of d e r a i l m e n t and the l a s t open t e l e g r a p h o f f i c e , 

a t 3.05 p . m . , and was d e r a i l e d near Gordon whi le t r a v e l l i n g 

a t a speed est imated b y the crew a t from 30 to 25 mi les an 

hour. 

The engine and f i r s t 44 c a r s were not d e r a i l e d , and 

came to a s top with the 44th car approximate ly 1,284 f e e t 

west of the western end of the d e r a i l e d c a r s , and with the 

r e a r 4 c a r s separated from the 40th car a d i s t a n c e of about 

4 c a r - l e n g t h a . The l a s t 3 c a r s and caboose were d e r a i l e d to 

the r i g h t and came to r e s t on the i r r i g h t s i d e s with the 

head and of the 45th car 410 f e e t west of the point of d e r a i l ­

ment, the trucks of the 45th car were between that car and 

the t rack , while the t rucks of the 4ffith c a r , a tank c a r , and 

of the caboose , were bunched toge ther and stopped near tiie 

r e a r end of the caboose . The employees k i l l e d were the con­

ductor and a brakeman. 

Summary of Evidence . 

A t the time of the a c c i d e n t a sec t ion gang in charge 

of Sec t ion Foreman Rainwater was working on the t rack west of 

Gordon and s low f l a g s had been p l a c e d i n p o s i t i o n to p r o t e c t 

th i s work, one b e i n g near the s t a t i o n at Gordon and the other 

about 5 t e l e g r a p h p o l e s e a s t of the p o i n t of a c c i a e n t . Eng ine 

man Ober sa id that a f t e r pass ing Gordon, a t 3.84 p . m . , he ob* 



served the s low f l a g and reduced the speed of h i s t r a i n to 

18 m i l e s an hour , a t the same time sounding the utfiietle f o r 

a s i g n a l . He r e c e i v e d a proceed s i g n a l from the s ec t ion 

foreman and sa id he made an a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r b r a k e s in 

order to contro l the t r a i n u n t i l a f t e r i t passed through the 

pro tec t ed t e r r i t o r y . On p a s s i n g the second s low f l a g , which 

marked the western l i m i t of the p r o t e c t e d t e r r i t o r y , he 

p l a c e d the brake v a l v e in the running p o s i t i o n and sa id he 

J I & G working steam vith a d r i f t i n g t h r o t t l e when he heard the 

b r a k e v a l v e make a noise as i f the t r a i n had broken in two. 

He sa id the a i r b r a k e s a p p l i e d in emergency, b u t that the 

i n d i o a t o r only dropped about 10 or 15 pounds, and that he 

then a p p l i e d the s u ' a i g h t a i r b r a k e s in order to h e l p stop the 
had 

t r a i n . Engmeman Ober s a i d h e ^ f e l t no j a r or r o l l a s the 

engine passed over the p o i n t of dera i lment . 

Fireman A l l e n and Head Brakeman Mason, as well as 

Brakeman Brown, </uho was not on duty b u t vuas r i d i n g on the 

head end of the t r a i n , knew nothing of the a c c i d e n t u n t i l 

they f e l t an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r b r a k e s . En-

giheman Ober thought the acc ident might have been due to the 

rock ing of the tank car loaded with molasses , next to the 

caboose , with nothing to steady i t , -while Fireman A l l e n ana 

Head Brakeman xlason made no i n v e s t i g a t i o n and had formed no 

opinion as to the cause of the a c c i d e n t . 

Wreck Foreman Dunham expressed the op in ion that the 

tank car vuas the f i r s t to be d e r a i l e d , the manner m which 

the c o u p l e r s ^ere t w i s t e d on the head end of t h i s c a r and the 
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r e a r end of the c a r ahead of i t i n d i c a t i n g that t h i s mas th 

case . He a l s o no t i ced that the tank car had been r i d i n g 

h e a v i l y on the aide o e a r i n g s and say/ marks on the r a i l s , hut 

d i d not know what caused the a c c i d e n t . 

The e s t imates a s to the speed of ex tra 113 v a r i e d con­

s i d e r a b l y , those of Engmeman Ober, Fireman A l l e n and Head 

Brakeman Mason v a r i e d from 30 to 35 mi l e s an h o u r , while 

Brakeman Brown s a i d i t was not l e s s than 45 m i l e s an hour . 

Sect ion Foreman R a i n w a t e r , who was working about 1/2 mi le 

e a s t of where the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , sa id the engmeman 

sounded the whist le and that he then gave the engmeman a 

proceed s i g n a l ; he n o u g h t the speed of the t r a m as i t 

passed him was about 40 mi l e s an hour . H, W. Brown, a mer­

chant and a s s i s t a n t postmaster a t Cordon, was a t h i s s tore 

about 200 f e e t from the track and sa id that the speed of the 

t r a i n p a s s i n g that p o i n t was about 40 mi les an hour , he had 

d r i v e n an automobile f o r about 10 years and thought he was 

a f a i r l y good judge of speed. I t i s a l s o not i ced that i n h i e 

statements Engmeman Ober s a i d he considered the t r a c k safe 

f o r a speed of about 35 m i l e s an hour f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n s . 

E x t r a 113 was a connect ion of t r a i n No. 31, a s econd-c las s 

f a s t f r e i g h t t r a m , and an examination of the t r a m sheet 

record of t r a i n No. 31, and a l s o of t r a i n No. 32, an eaatbounc 

f a s t f r e i g h t t r a m , showed that from July 1 to August 4 these 

t r a i n s exceeded the 35-mi le -an-hour speed r e s t r i c t i o n a t some 

p o i n t on the d i v i s i o n on 37 o c c a s i o n s , while on 6 occas ions 

they exceeded the speed l i m i t over the e n t i r e d i s t r i c t , a 



distance^ 135. 9 m i l e s , the average speed i n one case b e i n g 

more than 34 mi l e s an hour . 

Examination of the track showed that the f i r s t mark of 

dera i lment was a f l a n g e mark on the head of the r i g h t r a i l , 

b e g i n n i n g near the gauge s ide and working g r a d u a l l y to the 

r i g h t f o r a distance' of about 15-1/3 f e e t to vfcere i t reacheu 

the outs ide of the head. The next mark was on a t i e on the 

outs ide of t h i s r a i l , about 3 f e e t beyond; t h i s mark extended 

g r a d u a l l y towards the r i g h t to where i t l e f t the ends of the 

t i e s a t a p o i n t about 31 f e e t from where i t f i r s t appeared 

on the t i e s . There usas a s i m i l a r f l a n g e mark on the t i e s on 

the i n s i d e of the l e f t r a i l . Beyond the p o i n t where the 

wheels l e f t the t i e s the track was torn up f o r a d i s tance of 

about 165 f e e t . Measurements of the s u r f a c e , taken a t r a i l 

j o i n t s arid c e n t e r s f o r a d i s tance of 28 r a i l - l e n g t h s a p ­

proaching the po int of d e r a i l m e n t , sho.ved c o n s i d e r a b l e i r ­

r e g u l a r i t y , with many low j o i n t s . The n e a r e s t l o w j o i n t to 

the p o m t of dera i lment was the t h i r d j o i n t on the north s ide 

of the t r a c k , t h i s b e i n g 3/4 inch l o w e r than the center of the 

oppos i te r a i l . Measurements of the gauge showed i t to b e 

maintained in good c o n d i t i o n . Further examination of the 

t rack showed that there was one p l a c e under the r i g h t r a i l , 

within 10 f e e t of the f i r s t mark on the r a i l , where the b a l ­

l a s t had churned out from under the ends of the t i e s , l e a v i n g 

three t i e s swinging about 1/2 inch. Sect ion Foreman R a i n ­

water , however , s a i d he had been over t h i s s ec t ion of the 

t r a c k a t about 11.30 a.m. on the day of the a c c i d e n t , and a t 
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that time i t appeared to b e In good cond i t ion . 

Measurement of v a r i o u s p a r t s of the d e r a i l e d equipment 

showed a t o t a l s i d e - b e a r i n g c l earance of 7/8 inch on the "A" 
A, 

of head end of the tank c a r , whereas in the o p i n i o n of the 

genera l car foreman i t should not have exceeded 3/8 inch. 

This tank c a r had a c a p a c i t y of 100,000 pounds, or 8,063 

g a l l o n s , and was equipped with trucks of the archbar type. 

Conc lus ions . 

This acc ident i s b e l i e v e d to have oeen due to exces s ive 

speed, uneven track and exces s ive s i d e - b e a r i n g c l earance on 

the head end of the tank c a r , 

Whila> some of the employees est imated the speed to have 

been from 20 to 25 mi les an hour the statements of other em­

p l o y e e s , as well as the d i s tance cove red by the t r a i n and the 

d e r a i l e d equipment b e f o r e coming to a s top , i n d i c a t e that i t 

was h i g h e r than that permitted b y the r u l e and i t appears 

p r o b a b l e that the h a u l i n g of the tank c a r , with i t s e x c e s s i v e 

s i d e - b e a r i n g c l e a r a n c e , a t a h igh r a t e of speed over the 

uneven t r a c k caused i t to r o l l to such an ex tent that a wheel 

f i n a l l y mounted the r a i l and r e s u l t e d m the dera i lment of 

the t r a i n . 

A l l of the employees i n v o l v e d were exper ienced men. 

At the time of the acc ident they had been on duty l e s s than 

9 h o a r s , a f t e r more than 10 hours o f f duty. 


