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IN RE INVESTIGATINJ OF AN ACCIDENT WEICH CCCURRED ON
TAE WOU CRLEANS, TEXAS & MY ICO RAILROAD HE&R
CLEAR CREEZK, La., ON AUGUST 8, 1931.

September 34, 1321.

On August 8, 1931, there was a cerailmeat of a
freight train on the New Crleans, Texas & Mexicc Raillrcad
near Clear Creek, La., which resulted in the death of 23
trespassers, and tne injury of 1 employee and 4 trespassers
After investipation of this accident the Chief of the

Bureau of Safety reports as follows:

Location and method of operation-

The Second District of the Louisiana Division, upon
which this accident occurred, extends between De Quincy
and Ancheorage, La., a distance of 135.9 miles. It 18 &
single~track line over which traias are operated by tire-
table and train oraers, nc vlock-signal syster being 1in
use. The speed of freignht trains 1s restrictec by time-—
table rule to 25 miles an hour. The accideant occurred
at a point approxirately 834 feet ezst of the staticn
sign at Clear Creek. Approaching the point of accident
from the west the track i1s wangent for several riles, the
grade 1s slightly descenaing for eastbound trains to withan
about 400 feet west of the poinv of accident, beycnd which
roint 1t 18 level. The track i1s laid with 7b-pound rails,
33 feet in length, single-spiked tc an averzge of about 20
cypress and treated pine ties to tne rail-length; tie plates

are used only on curves. The track i1s ballagsted with


http://HE.hR

-2 -~

mixed gravel and shell, acsout 18 incnes 1in depth. At
the point of accident the track 1s on a fill about 8
feet 1n height, whaile 587 feet east of this point 1s &
trestle about 300 feet in length and approximately 35
feet in heaght. The weather was clear at tne time of

the accident, which occurred at about 10:50 a.n.

Description.

Eastbouna freight train extra 88 consisted of 42
cars and a caboose, hauled by eagine 8B, ana was 1in charge
of Conductor Smitherman and Engineman Fitzgerald. Jitely
cording to the train sheet, 1t left De Quincy abt 9:30 a.m.,
left Fulton, 8.7 miles from Clear Creeck and the last open
telegraph office, at 10:30 a.m., and was derailed near
Clear Creek while running at a speed varicusly estimated
to have been between 25 and 35 umiles an hour.

The engine ana first 5 cars and the rear 15 cars
and caboocse were neither deralled nor materially damaged,
the rear trucks of tne sixth, and bo th trucks cof the
seventh and eighth cars .ere derailed, but the cars re-
mained coupled ta the forward part of the train and came
to rest a shert distance east of the trestle in an up-
rignt position and 1n general line with the track, although
in crossing the trestle the derailed trucks destroyed the
guard rails and ties. The ninth car oroks its couplings
and came to rest tc the north or left of the track and

near the west end of the trestle upside aown. The next



17 cars were also derailed to the ncrih,vefore reacning
the trestle and were destroyed by fire, while tne follow-
. 1ng car care to rest about 150 feet =ast of the pcint of

derailment but remained in general line witn the track.

SBumnary of evidence.

Engineman Fitzgerald said he felt a slight Jerk
before the engine reached tne trestle and on locoking back
saw dust flying sc thickly as to obscure nis vision, he
then saw cars turning over to tne left, which seemed to
take fire i1xmmediately, and said he resleased the brakes
and pegan to Work steam 1n order to gel as nuen as possible
cf the train across the trestie- Fireman Clark noticed
the cars turning over on his side of the track and sazd
he immediately notified the engineman, he aid not notice
the englneman release the prakes or work steam, and ex-
pressed the opinion that the train wae brought tc a stop
as guickly as possible. Head Brakeman .lascn, who vas
riding cn the head end of the tenth car, had aoticed an
unusual amount of dust toward the head end ¢f the train,
put the first car ne knew to be derarled .ag tne one on
which he was riaing; 1t ssemed to lunge firgt %o the right
and taen tc rebound to tne left, tarosing nam to the ground.
. . Conductor Smitaerman anc rear Srakeran Rooinscn were
riding in the caboose, tns conmucior tnought tne train
slowed down as thcugn the eagilaesar naa applied the Dbraker

this being followed oy a rebound whilch did unot seem To De



severe, while the rear orakeman said trere was a violent
shock and that he then saw the ears leaving ihe rails, the
first of which was a box car. The conductor estimated
the speed to have peen from 20 to 35 miles an hour, whils
all of the other employees thougnt 1t was about 25 miles
an hour. HNone of them expressed any opinion as to whatv
caused tne accident.

Wreck Foreman Dunham and Carman Brown, ~ho assisted
in clearing the wreckage, said tas rear truck @f the sixth
car and the forward truck of the seventh car were derailed
%o the right and were astride the right or north rail,
vnlle the rear truck of the seventh car ana both trucks
of the eighth car were between tne rails.

There were tWc rersons standing near tne track wnen
the train passed Clear Creek, one of these saic he heard
a nolse which sounded like the Tuboing of pieces of metal
against each other, wiaile the other noviced nctning un-
usual. The second party estimated the speed ic have been
35 miles an hour.

Examination of the track disclosed peculiar marks ap-
pearing on the ralis at taree or four points ~ltnin 2 dis-
tance cf about 800 feet of the point of accident. These
marks were from 30 to 40 fset in length, sacwed con both
ralls at the salie time, and appearea to nave been made by
metal of some kind rubbing sgainst tae extreme outer edge

of tne ball 2f tns rail. Thess mardLs aid not appear 1n



the 1mmediate vaicinity of the point of accident and there
were no marks on tas ties near thez:. Tne i1nvestigation

a1d not develop what caused taese marks or how they were

made.

The first aefinite indicatior of derailment was a
flange mark about 10 feet i1n length on the head of the left
rail, beginning near the gauge side and extending diagonally
to the left to the cutside edge. The next mark appeared
on a spike head on the ocutside of the rail on the next tie
to the east, beyond this point tae track was practically
demolisned for a distance of 1,034 feet. Measurements
made of the surface of the track for a distance cf 55
rall-lengths west of the point of derailment disclosed
considerable irregularity, due in many cases ‘o bent rails.
In a distance of approximately 300 feet west from the
point of accident, the first joint on the right side of tne
track was level with tne center of the oppcsite rail, while
the next five joints on the rignt side were uniformly
lower than the centers of the opposite rails, the varia-
tions being from 5/8 to 7/8 #nch. Proceeding westward
from the point of derailment, swinging or churning ties
Were in evidence as follows, first rail, 3 ties on north
side Just 1n advance of point of derailment, ninth rail,

3 ties, tenth rail, 8 ties, eleventh rail, 4 ties, twelfth
rail, 3 ties. The foundation #as good under each of these
ties, none of which was swinging more than 3/4 of an anch.

Section Foreman Groom said he went over this portion of
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the track on tne day preceaing the accident and that 1t
appeared to be i1in normal condltion and safe for the speed
permtted. Roadmasver Green, who went over tihe track on
a motor car on August 5, founa the track to be 1n good
condition at that time and safe for the gpeed permitted.

Examination of the 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th cars, which
were tne first 4 cars t¢c be deriiled, @isclosed warks
indicating thav the forward truck of the 7th car, N.O.,
T.& M. tank car 8174, loaded witn oil, haa been derailed
and slued to the lefi, none of tne ciher trucks under these
¢ars appeared to have slued after derallment. Thrs same
truck was also found to have a side-bearing clearance of 1
inch. No other defects were aiscoverea with the excepiion
of a sligntly bent axle on the first pair of waeels of the
froent truck of tne ninth car, whicn was a tox car; this had
resulted 1in uneven flange wear on one of the wheels and
indicated that the axle had been ain this condition for sore
tiune. Extra 88 was inspected before 1ts ceparture from
De Quincy, no defects being founé with the exception of
some Cars on wWhich the air brakes ere cut cut.

Tank car 6174, believed to have been the first to be
deralled, had a capacity of 100,000 pocunas, or 10,974 gallons,

and was eguipped witn trucks of the Vulcan type-

Conciusions.
Thig accident 15 believed ¢ 2ave been caused by ex—-
cessive speed, irregular track, and the excessive side-

bearing clearance of the front truck of the tank car.
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While Engineman Fltzgerald said he worked steam after
the derairlment 1n an attempt to getv across the trestle,
this statement is disputed by that of the fireman. Re-
gardless of these conflicting statements, when 1t 1s taken
into consiaeration that 17 of the cars were pried up 1n a
distance of about 300 feet, and that the head end of the
train traveled a distanoe of approximately 1,000 feet after
derarlment, 1t 1s clear that the speed at the time of the
accldent mst have been mich higher than the rate of 35 milie.
an hour permitted by time-table rule. This excessive speed,
coupled with the i1rregialar track and swinging ties just in
advance of the point of accident, and the excessive side-
bearing eclearance of the tank car, undoubtedly caubed taat
car to rock to such an extent that the fcrward truck became
derailed, damaging the track and resulting in ihe subseguent
derallment of the train.

All of the employees involved were experienced men,
at the time of tns accident they had been on duty less than
2z hours, previcus to which they had beer off duty 15 nours

Or nmore.



