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In re Tnvestigation of sn sooident whioh oo-
ourred ~n the Rew Oriesns, Texss & Vexlpo
Reilwey st Cholpe, Lr., oo fugust 30,
1917,

. Qotober 9, 1917

On Auruat 39, 1917, there wea nr ferailment of » rasgengey
train on Lhe Kew rleeng, Texas & Nexioo Reilway 2t Cholpe, La.,
whiokh resulted in 4the Jeath af 1 papsenger, rhe {afury of 1 ome
nloyse =ha sfterwnrds *iled, snd th® inlury of 146 psesenpers, Afw
ter the lnvertication of thile sscident the Chief of the Pivision
of Fafety wreportz rg Tollows:

The trein {nvolved In thils rersilment wes sspthoun’ presen-
»er troin Ho, 2, on route from Houston, Texas, tn New Orleans, Lsa,
Tt coneipted of 1 bDapesge cor of steel-uncerfreme oonetruetion, 1
eohinetion err nf moden construction, 1 ¢oeeh »ith steel undere
femme, 1 Pullmen cleepine cay ené 1 Pullsen souriet es2r, haulss by
locom~tiwer 16, #»n’ wer 'n charge of Conduetor Ennle an’ Enginemen
Tinnessn, It prerad Port Darre, Le,, the lest onen telegraph offlce,
8t ".50 sem., 4 minuters lste, 2nd ebout 3,36 s.m. vrs derziled st
tte wesd en’ oF spe cagssins traok at Cholps, 30.1 milex eest of Port
Berro, AL the tlme of the derallment the trein wes 7 miputer lete,
spd was treveline ot g oapsed o~ about L0 wiles sn hour,

The mecond distriet of the Loulsisna Tivirion, »sn whieh
thia ractfent neourred, is n pinzle-teeck (ine extending between
e ulney on” fochoreps, Le,, ¢ “lgtanes of 135.% miler, “raln move
rents ere governead Uy time-tadble epd trein orders; no Ylocok sicrnsl
sveter e in uee, The speed Yinmit Tor ppseenger traine 1w (5 miles
en hour,

AL tis —alnt o7 soaldent, rad for seversl miles espproreilng
1t “roe +he west, L treg¥ 1z taneenst, I% 1z 1218 with S0enrnunsd
ratls 17 fast in lenetl, on & P41l af shout L Teet, The ealls sve
sinrle-eplikad te cbhout 21 oyoress tlas t9 *he rell; no tle plates
ere uast: 2t the Ininte l-hole snrle bars sre uged, “he treghk {2
wall bell=pted an’ well mrinteine’, The rails »nt preetiocelly =zll
the *fegr sre pew) (he ~pece I level st the polint of Jersilsent,

Pre Tirgl vearks of fersilment were Toun® a2t s point 143 Peet
10 tpehes waprt ~f the west switeh leading to the pasging trsck, lo-
catad on the north 2i4e 2% rre meln tesck.,. One wee r flange mark 18
'noehes inside the south rail, ruo the other vwer a corresnondibps flange
‘mm sutslice the north reil, Both these marks extended styelirht shead
pn the tiee Por rhout 47 Teet; then Por a “lptence of L7 feet nn merk
weg Pound an the outelde »” “he gorth rell. Poth marke then extended
¢ *igtanee of I Teet, sftar which for a distanece of 9 feet thore wep
no merk on the inslde of the south reil; then, s=fter hoth mearke had
axtented sn scdltionnl ~lgtepoe of 17 fset torether, no cark was found



.

on tha cutslde of Lthe asrth rall for 28 feat, or to the polint
of the paselng track switoh. Up to thias point the merks hed
remeined praotically parslle)l with the Fails., From this point
the trasek was badly torn up, 10 ralils iz the pnesing track apd
5§ rails in the malin trsek bBelng bemt, snd 102 tles ig the
passing treck end 28 ties in the main track belns Srokem.

The locouotive came to s 2top on the track 1,417 fent
beyond ths polat of deraiiment; the tender ¢ame Lo r+8t znoross
the track with 3tz rasr end several Test £¢ the left of normal
position. The body of the buggege ear come t0 rest on its left
#ide 68 Teet to the rrar of the losonotive and 300 fest esast of
1ts trasks, parsllel ¥ th snd on the nerth a2ide of the passing
tragk, or .bout 35 fest from the zaln traeX. The rosr oylinmder
hezd of the breke eylinder oa the tender wns tovrn cut] the right
salsty ehain bBetween the englne and tender was Hroken, and the
chanling lrone were displaced, allowing the tender to ztriks and
bresk the driver brake cylinder pipe; the brzkes on the loocczot ive
zn? tender ware thug rendered totally Inopsrative, whieh sceounted
for the Aistance of 684 feot betuson 1T and the hody of the bazgage
¢8Y. The body of the combination car csme o rest on its lelt
slde 2bout 36 et %0 Lth: re v of thet of the baggag: sar, with
its Tront end 25 feet snd 1te rear end 18 feet Trom the malin track.
The coaeh vume to rest im np uprisht -ositicn 70 feet Tron the
coabination oar, on top of trusks of the sreceding osyra, aii of
wri ok trucks ware Dunched on and bstween the main and passing tracks
in & apsce of sbout 50 feet; 1t lay disconslly scroszs “0th the zain
track and the pr =lng traok and Its r2ar o5 remsined altsched to
the Fullzsn sleeping osr. The Pullmsn os.® wers not dasegasd; thelr
north or left whesls rasted on ih- wed of overturnsed rails oo the
nortl side of the maln tyeck. At the $i:e of dersilnment the
weather was fogzgye The conductor of the trelin was a0 bhadly ine
Jurad that his d4=2-th occurred the dsy aftsr the acsident,

Enginemen Finoegsn atatad tist he looked st him watoh
Just bBefora the dersilment occurred and it was 3.36 s, m.; and
thst the apeed of the trein was sbout LO milss an bhour; he oon-
sldered the track 2t the polnt of socldent =g belng In good condie
tion. E» stated thit he henprd 2 nolss, ssemingly under the
bazgsge ¢ r, Juzt belfors resching the switoh to the pamsing treck,
aopliad the Yrakes znd looked desok; he 4314 not thismk the tender
was then off the treek. He pel{d thet ke knsw that the train then
fouled the pac2ing Lraok switehr, Leosuse th~ Lander was pulled
about; =nd thet the beggage esr Droke lcoss <Dout at the switeh.
He stated th:t there were sbout 1,500 or 1,800 galleas of fuel oll
in the tsnks om the tsnder, snd about Bslf & tank of water; that
thie gless of tonder 414 not rock mbre thapn the average
tonder he had s«en, aad that mprrosohing



the point of sceldent the locomative dl¢ not roek unmusually wuch,
Facinemen Pinnegen stcted that he had no ldes ns to whet anused

the terailment, He sleo stetod thet sfter the sceident Le examined
the treek, and beelnnipe ebout 6 reil lengihs weet of the swltod

ke found » mark on s rall, »hich extended 8 distence of about 2
retl lenstihs belsre dropping ¢own on "he tles,

Piremen Olles steted that at ths time of coeldent he war
risins »n the left ride of the locomotive; thet he felt no unusuzlly
reushfl epoter {0 ke tragk In thet »ioinity, »nd thet the rpeed weasp
hetweenn 3% and L0 m'les sn hour when the trelin was derniled, le
stotod thet his “ipst intimation of the sceldent was when he
ratice” fust flying from the tender, after the enrine »ud tender
red passed the switoh; he looked barok and sew that *he roay of the
tenter had been Jerslled, broken loose from the reet of the traln,
nng wez leoenips towapd the passings traok, Ee sald thet on eecount
o the “ust he wrr unsble tn ges farthsr beey then the reer of the
senter,

Rarregomen Yo.ulrk gtated et at the time o7 =oclident he
woe In the middle of the beggace osr; he felt the wheels strike the
ties, end within what seered to be no mare then three seconde the
oar turned over. He snié he Telt two Jistinet Jerke, »nd thought
thet the bargage oar broke loose from the combinstion ¢ar nnd ithen
the locomntive broke loors frow the burgage ear., He gtated that he
#ld nnt notice asvy rou~hfll soote in tho treek apnrosohing the roint
of dereilment,

Filegran Glleon steted thet he wee rifing in the combination
oar, #n’ trrt he received his firet intimetion of the dersilment
when the esr hegen to Jumy rud turned over on fte left alde,

Superintendent Choate steted thrt he arrived st scene of
the acecldent detween 7..5 end 8,08 a.m., Bnd that, after looking
aver the ponition of the derziled ears, he wse of tre opinion that
tre eorlinction ear wns the fRIpt %o be dersiled.

Seotion ¥opremen Stampley mteted that this szection consinmted
of 10 miler of mein treck and 1-1/2 miles of side tragk, and that
Aurins the past 10 ~ays he hed hed an averege of 11 men on his #sang,
I'e =edd thet @ out 17 Aaye prior to the dnte of the neeldent he 714
ropme work In the vielnlty of the nelnt of vereilment, in the way of
refteing up low spots In the ftrack; 2nd thet at thet tire he €14 not
find the treck much out of gurfsces, nnd the gauge was perfect.
Featlnn Porennn Guerin, who waz substituting for Feotion Foremen
Temmpley begruge 27 tre latter helng 111, etsted thut ~n the day of
the zoeldent he twice rode over the track on a motor cer, in the
tmmediste vicinity of thre meitel near whieh the derellment ooccurred,
end coneidered the tragk 2e beiny in Plirst olams condition.

Vaster Weckenic Lavellee, &t Pecuiney, 2tsted that 3 or



L weekr defore the sooldent the outeide of both top slcebesrings
on the resr Sonder truck had bean plaped off, bHecsuse thn one on
the ripht alde war chefing the syoh dbar,

Locomontive 16 1z en oll-burnine locomotive of the Le-/f«0
type, 4he on ine =eiehling 133,800 pounds. The tonder, reedy Tor
service, w=elrhe 107,707 pounds; 1t “es & wheel hewe af 17 Peet &
tnohoe, snd the “istance Trom the rrall to the top of the oll re-
servnie, nver the water clstern, is 10 fest L1 inchec. The
eeprolty of the wator cistern e 4,500 g=llons, nnd 2%t the time
of nogident {t wes ebout hsl? full; +he oll rersrveirs, whose
totrl especity is 7,300 gsllons, eonteined ebout 1,40 gallons
ot oil, Thore are thiree vartioel flspger, suoh sboud & foot in
width, n% the rear well of tbe water alsgtern; hut there are no
loneitu’inesl splash-bears in thls tsnk,

A enveful exzminetlon of the treck, proceading westwerd
fyom the polnt of verelilment, taking the south rall eca = Dene «nd
»ltern-ting between the lointe cn the north aml souith rolls, clse-
cloned thst *here wer no prester varistion in surface than 1/4
fnehr *or tae Cirat ? jolnts. Tith the excertion of thie slight
trrecularity tre treok wes in rirsteclass oonfition. The cause

f e secldent eoulc not he fetermined,

"he investicetion fslled to produce suf”iclent evidence
uy on »iiogh tn beee gny nosiiive oninlon ss %o Lhe eruse of deralle
ment, T cf A owbat ceprt of fhe treln sotunlly wee Tirat to he
nersiled,
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