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In r© Tnvastlaatloo of *n eeeidsnt which oo-
ourrsd oa th© Sow Orl•«»&«, 7mm» e. I'sxlao 

R©Uw*y st Choipa, Le,, rrn August 50, 
1917. 

9 October 0, 101? 
On Auruet 30, 1017, titer® tf-a © derella»at o*" * reee»a*er 

t r a i n on tht %m 'irlesnc, Tews ft ttaxloo Railway st Cholpe, La*» 
whioh rsaultsd in the "eeth of i psfteswsr, fit** injury of 1 em­
ployee ran ©fterwartis Hsd, sad th© Injury of 16 pa»s*B*arsU Af* 
tor th*? invortlcation of thie ©solc©at the Chief of the rivielon 
of fnfety reports f->Llows: 

Th* trein involved in thie err i i»«nt w«*s eeetbouad p*eeen-
•*er tr r in No. ?» **n rout© froa hoveton, Texe*, t*> New Orleene, Le. 
It eoaelatsd of 1 baggage o©r of ataal*uaderfvm® soaetrustlott, 1 
C J - M nation eer nf 'oodon conetruotion, i c«eeh ••>•*th *t»el under-
^-ffBf, I Pullman nl*eplnr car end 1 Puilsen tourlet oer, hauled by 
ioo-x-tlv* i6, «*nt- wr* <n charge of Conductor Ennie sa:1 Jtofinemen 
©lnne^sn. It peered Port Barre, '.©., the lest open tslsjfsraph office, 
et *\50 a.*., A minute? late, end about 3.16 e.n. derailed et 
t^e west en-' of the pascinr tresis et Chain©, 30.1 nllee eeet of Port 
Perr'.i, At th* tirsfl of the <*ern.ilm©nt the train -#fta ? rrinut®* let©, 
*rd was tr*v»l1n/* f.'t e i»p««^ o» about 40 ail ee an hour* 

The second fUetrlot of the £.©ut?i«na ni*i»ion t oa whioh 
*< e Reel'*ent occurred, if a *»la«ri©-ir«ie^ tins axt<»ndin*? betwaen 
re^ulney ^ * inchor*pe, r "ietenea of 135.° ^i*ee. Train &©ve* 
rentr pw covftrn*»d hy time-tehi© end tr*in op^wt; m ' loo* el-^nsl 
• vet** 1 * in uee. Th*t *peed Unit -"-r pre reaper trein? !» L5 ltd lee 
m hour. 

At t.Le --oint ncoldeat, ci<' f or e«v^ral telle© eppropciiinc 
It "ro- + he M?e»t, t;" tr»e v It tf.n*«»nt. It is l»?id with #0-pound 
r»! 1 e **3 feet in 1encth, on a f i l l of about / feet. TI* r« i I r *r© 
si»*rl©-spik»d t̂  rbmit ?1 cypress tiee to *-he rMl; no tie plataa 
ere ue©dj et the joint© A-hole anH© bars t*r© ut©4, ""he treov is 
well ball«e*.©f on' well r.i»lnt*>ine<4. The raile rrRettcelly ©11 

** tf pro new; the -refe i r level et th© point of ^ © r t i l R t a t . 

The first r erke of '̂ ereii©ent were foun* »t e point 143 feet 
10 »neh©e we?t - r t'ne west ewltoh l@a*4in# to th© p»eein^ track, lo-
c«t^d on th* north ?i^© of rto » « ! n traok. on© was n flsr^© t»rir 15 
nchee in»l<*e th© f«tuth rt<i 1, «-no th© other v«r a oorreepoa^ins- fl̂ ©jp© 

!rerk outelce the aortli reil. Both thee© marks extend©d straight «h©ed 
oa the t*^e for f bout 17 feet; then for a iet^nc© of LP f©©t ao merlr 
w,»e founr' on th© outei**© « f tli© aorth retl. Poth werke then extended 
e '*ist»n©e of 30 feet, eftsr which for © distsne© of <̂  faat ther® w©s 
no worV on th© ih»i^© of th* south rail; then, rft«r both anrke hed 
•xt©nd©d en p.(5dltlonnl '-.ietsooe of 17 f©©t tor©th©r. no i*,prk wee foun* 



on th© c«tfti£» of tbo north rail for 28 f©st t or to tha palat 
of th© aasala*? trsek ewitab* 9p to thi a poiat th® » r k s aaa 
rasnlasd ©rftotioelly pernil©! with th® rails* from this paint 
tha traak TOI bai41y tora np9 10 rails ia the passing traak aai 

m 5 rails Is the sain traak a slag boat, aaft 102 ties la tha 
w sssslsg traok ©ad 28 tlas la tha smia traak b©ini* r̂oksat* 

the loeaiaotlve ©©»« to a stop oa the traok 1*41? f ©<* 
hsyoad th* poiat of 4«r«&lia.satt th© t®sd#r ©<*»• to rest ©aross 
tb© traak witb Its r*»r ©ad sararsl fast to the Isft of normal 
pasitlaa* ^h© body of tht hugfag® emr mmm to r©st ea Ska laft 
aids 6§4 fasit to th* rear of the loaosotlra sad TO fe*t ©a&t of 
Its trnaka, psralial with sad ©a th© aorth aids of the passlag 
tr©afc# or -.boat 35 fewt fro* th© mala traek. ^h© roar ©ylise©r 
head of th© br*k© eylindsr ©a the tender was tora oatf tb© right 
safety ehaia batwaaa the engla© sad tender was broken, aad taa" 
sheafing Irons w*r© displaced, allowing: the tender to strike and 
hreek th© driver brake ©yliader pipe; ih«* ferskas m thm loeefsotIv© 
sa*1 tm&wr «mr© that rendered totally inopomtiYS, ^hlefe aceouat*©* 
for th© dlstaa©*- of feat b«?ti§e®n it ©sd th© hoiy of th© b©irca«© 
sar« Th* body of th© ©ogibIn«.ttoa e^r ©aa© to rest oa its laft 
aid© ©bout 96 feat to th«» re r ©f tb*t of th© bagfisg* ©nr, with 
i t s front ©ad 25 fas* amd Its r*©r ©tad 18 feat froa. th© mala tr«ak» 
Tfes ©oaah ©«s»© to r^st in upright position 70 feet froa th© 
©©mains tie© aar. on top of trunks of the prseediag ©?-r©, all of 
-whisk truck© hunched oa mt bstwasa th® mala ©ad passing traaka 
ia n sp©e* of about 50 fast; It lay ©3.&#oaally tsoth th© sqaia 
tra®k m& th© p* **la*r tnek and i ts r«ar ea-' reaained *ttasked t® 
the Failissa sleeping ©*r* *%« Pull*©* ©*„-© w#r© aot «s«a§s4s thslr 
north or l*ft wh©#is rested on th.- **b of overturned rails oa the 
aorth ©id© ef «ala t rsak* At the ti-a of d#r©ilm^it tba 
wsstber « i i fog^r» Th« ©oaductor of th© traia waa so badly la* 
Jnr©« that his d»"th o©earr«d th© d«y after th© aosiisat. 

%glna»aa ftaasfsa stata©* that h© looked at his w«tah 
lust h©for« the d ©ml latent o©eurr©d nuA i t w©s 3*36 a* » « j m& 
that tb© speed of th© tr©ia waa about 40 miles aa teourj b« ooa-
sld«r©4 th© trsek «fc tb© aolat of aecldeat ©• bsfaf la @s»d condi­
tion* H*» st«t«4 thst fe© heurd © soles, ©©smlagly uadsr tb© 
b*f&Rga a r, last b«for© raeohlsf tba switob to th* aaaalag traak, 
©£Pti-ad tb© br©ke© sad looked bask; h« did aot think tfe© tender 
w**s than off th* traek. S* s*»id tb*t he kaew thst th© trsia thea 
f©ul©4 tha pa^elaiF tree's swltah. b»as«a« th* tender wn© pallet 

•
shout; md tb"?t th© t**nfr«g© aar broke loss« "bout at tb© swtteb* 
Ba atat©4 tb-t tb»r© w©r» «b©ut 1,500 or 1,600 gsliaas of faal o i l 
la tba tftaks oa th^ tea^sr, sad ©baut bslf a tank of mt#rj that 
thi© ©is*« of tender did aot roek aara than tb© a versa© 
t « d # r b© bad s*?ea, ©ad tbat sppro«©hiac 
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the polat of a. cold eat the Locomotive did aot rock unusually much, 
faf?iae»fia Fiane$aa stated thet he hed no Idea e* to whet caused 
••he derailmeat. He el so stated thet efter the accident he exusiined 
the trmk* *nd beplnnln*? about 6 rail lengths weat of the switch 
he found e rark on e r « i i t

 whlch extended a dietsnee of about 2 
r«i l lengths before dropping 6 w 8 on *he tits. 

Firemen (11 lee stated that et the time of eceldent he war 
rt'Mof on the left ride of the locomotive; thet he felt ao unusually 
reus-hl ©pots 1n ti.* treek In thet -riolnlty, *nd thet the r.peed was 
between 35 n̂d 40 miles ea hour when the trela *»a derailed. He 
ate ted that his first Intimation of the accident w*>»s when he 
noticed duet flying fros the tender, after the enrine end tender 
red peeeed the switch; he looked bank end few that ••ha r«ar of the 
tender had been derail*?, broken loose from the rest of the train, 
nr.d vs$ ieanlar toward the peesln^ tree??. Re sntd thft on eeeouat 
of th© uat he *w unable to see ferf her beck than the rear of the 
tender, 

Ber^c^cmea l?e\uirk stated -"Let at the time of e entreat he 
wee la the middle of the baggage ear; be felt the wheels strike tbe 
tlea, end within whet seemed to be ao arire thr»n three aeconds the 
car turned over* He g»id he felt two -istlnet Jerka, «sd thoufht 
thet t-he b«ei?a*;e cer hroke loose froe the combination car *?nd then 
the locomotive broke loose froc* the b».<rgag» oar. He stated that he 
did not notice any rou-ht apote in tb** track approaohia*? the eoint 
of derailment, 

Fisgaen aiiaoa stated thet he waa ridlnr in the combination 
cer, enr r.trt h# received hta firat Intiaetioa of the derailment 
*#heo the car began to Jump end turned over oa l t« left side. 

Superintend eat Ohoete stated that be arrived et scene of 
the accident between 7,15 en*i §,05 a,m,, and that, efter looking 
over th© position of the derailed care, he of the opinion that 
tr.e combination oar wea the f/$\i)»t to be derailed, 

Section Foremen f tnmpley stated that this section consisted 
of 10 wiles of renin treek sad 1-1/? miles of side track, end that 
dwria^ the peat 30 <"**ys he had had en average of 11 sen on hie #ang* 
;> **eid th>t out 1? days prior to the dote of the eceldent he did 
a owe work Sn the vieialty of the ;>olat of derailment, in the vay of 
raising up low spots in the treek; end thet at that ti<- e he dId not 
find the treek much out of surface, r>nd the gauge waa perfect, 
faction F̂ rer.Hn Ouerla, who wa? aubetituting for Faction Foreman 
eterpiey beoauee the latter being i l l , stated th*t en the e,»y of 
tha aeeldent he twice rode over th® track on a motor ©er, in fcfee 
Immediate vicinity of the switch near which the derailment occurred, 
end considered the treek »e beia# in first eiesa coaditloa. 

fleeter Mechanic tave l lee, et retulaey, eteted thet J or 
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4 week** before the accident the outside of hoth top eicebearlnge 
oa the Tear tender truok had been plsoed off, because the on© on 
the ripbt side wa* ebeflaf the arch her. 

Locomotive 1 6 le en oll-hurnlar: locomotive ef the 4-4 «0 
t y p e , t.l*e aa.* ine welrhlug 133,800 pounds. The tender, reedy for 
terv!e«, wei»*he 107,W pounde; I t bee a <*heel baae af 17 feet 6 
Inches, END the distance fron the rail to the top o f the o i l re­
servoir, iver the w»t#r cistern, l a 10 feet 11 laches* The 
capacity of the water cistern 1© 4,500 ««lloaa, nâ  th® time 
of nooideat i t *«a about half full; the oi l reservoirs, whose 
totnl eepeolty la T»,1fK> ^eiioat, eoataiaed eteout 1,*00 failoas 
of o i l . There ere three vertical flsnsjes, each about a foot la 
width, nt the rear ami: o f the water cistern, hut tnare are ao 
longitudinal aplaeh-har* la this teak, 

A careful exealaatlon o f the ir^ek, proceed la? westward 
fror, the pel at OF «®r».ite#at, teking the south m i l ea a bene "AD 
•Itera^tlng between the Joints oa the north nm south rella, tis-
eloeed that •here no preeter variation la eurface than 1/4 
Inch 'NR tne first * Joints, tfith the exception NF this alight 
Irregularity the tree* wes ia first-olae* condition. The cause 
of TT.e aeeldent ooult* aot be Deternised. 

The invdBtieatlon failed to produce sufficient evidence 
ur on 'hlch TN ~G*.R© «ny positive opinion as to The- e^use of der&il-
:NRAT, ir E* *H?st ;-art of •'•HE trela actueily WT?S» first to be 
rferelled. 
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