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In re Investigetion of an aceldent which oc=-
ourrad on the New Orlecne Grest Northern
Pailroad st North Slidell, Ls.,
April 13, 1916,

Mey 16, 1916,

On April 13, 1916, there wae e rear-end
collirion on the New Orleens CGrest Northern Reilrosd et
Rorth £11ldell, Le,, whioh resulted in the death of two
treapasere. Aft r investigotion of thie sccldent the
Chief of the Division of fefety nulmits the followlng re-
ports:

Bouthbound rreight train Ko, 51 sonzisted
of 46 cers snd 8 caboose, hauled by locomotive 80, und was
in ocharge of Conductor Potter and Engloemen Powler, It
left Bogeluse Bt 3.40 ea.m., srrived ot Horth Slidell =t
5.48 nem,, ond the peguler work at thle point hed just been
completed when the rear of the trein, whieh waes standing
759 feet inslde of the yerd limit board, wa» struck by
extre 57, & 11ght engine in o¢kmrge of Enginemesn Crook and
Flegman Reed, the speed of the iight englme £t the time of
the colllaion peing entimeted to huve been abont 25 milea
8B hour. The cedopse of train No. 51 wse desiroyed snd

the orr immedlistely shead of 1% considersbly demsged, while
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locomotive 57 also susteined slight demage,

Thia ig & single~trzelr line, with no Plook
signal syatem, trainms being handled under the telegraphlie
train order system, Trains in the s:me direoticn sre re-

gulred to keep 10 minutes apert except in closing up et
pasalng or meetinz etrtiona, Under Rule 93 of the overcting

department, extrss moving on the mein treock within ysrd limits
must be prepared to stop amt wust not exesed ¢ epeed of §
miles sn hour unlea= the track is clear and the switehed rignt,
Thie rule roede as follows:

"Yord limite are indloatad by yozrd limit
signs. Wi hin thees limits trains snmd
engines wey use the main trzok, olesring
f{ret clese ¢trains st lesst five mikmutes and
by the time suoh spproachins trsing ars dus
to leave the last statlon st whieoh tire i
shown. Seocond and third olass teains, extrae
&nd engines moving on mein track witkin yard
limits must be prepered to stop end must not
e¢xceed the speed of five miles per hour unless
the track is elesr and the switches right.
Eogines 1B ysrd movemem s will not proteot
sgeinst meoond and third oclass of extre trains.™

Appromahling the point of accldent from the
north the track iz prectieslly etralight and level for 18
milee, and the right of wey is elesr on esah side of the
treck for g distance of about 100 feet, With the exoeption
of yerd limit bosrds loceted st smev~ral points, there are no
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tixed signsls, such as stetion signs, mile bosrds or whistling
pests, to essist engine orews in determinming thelr locetion.
On the left side of the trerok, however, golng south, there
1z & 1ine of telegrrph poles, every fifth pole of which ias
aumbered with white figures, painted on both the north and
south sidas of the jolea. At the time of the amccldent there
wes & very dense fag,

Enginemen Crook steted thrt he left Bogaluas
at 5,10 a.m., 202 thet he stopped and regletered at Rio,
6.8 miles from Bogelusa. At the time of reglstering he
noted that traln No, 51 hed registered about two hours
previously, As he proceeded southward from Klo the fog
seemed to get thicker, »nd on zooount of not knowing exaeily
where e waes he aounded a8 rosd croselng signel about every
two miles, He knew when he passed Ames, & point sbout two
miles distant from the yard limit boerd at North Blidsll,
but did not remember whether or not he notleed when he pasped
aver the low trsstle, 62 feet in length, lossted about half
wey botweon Ames snd the yerd limit board., The first wawvning
ke hod of his epproach to North Slidell wsz when he Baw the
yard 1imit boerd & few cer lengths sheed of nim. He shut off
steen sud mude a slight applloation of the sir brakes, pessing
the board at & speed of sbout 0 miles sn hour. He zaw the
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cebooss of train No, 51, together with the oaboose lights,
when shout 3 or L oar lengths distant, and 414 sll he oouvld
to stop, but was unsble to do so on account of the slort
distapee spd the bed sondition of the rells. The colllsalon
occeurr~& et 6.1, e.m. IEngineman Crook elso stuted thet
while hie loccmotive wes eguipped with en eleotric headlight
it was pot of muck uee on ncoount of the fogs He slso sald
that the breker of hisz locomotive were in good condition.
Fireman Happtnn seid thet the first he knew
of the approaching oollision was when the englnsmsn spplied
the brakes, reversed the losomotive snd opensd the throttle,
He then looked out of the window, saw She cabooee two or thres
oer lengthe distand end braced himself for the shock eof the
eollision. He thought the speed st the tire of the eollision
waz 18 or 20 milee an hour. He slao seid thet he dld not pay
any ettention %0 ps sirg Ames end 414 ot remember psexing over
the bridge bhetwesn Amea eni the yard liwit boarad.
Flagman Reed stated thet approaaching Norkh
811&;11£51d Bot know exsotly whers hs wes, on necount of
not belng able to sece sny lamdmerks, At zbout the timedhe
engzimmen shut off stesm he saw tha caboose eshead and he
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stated that he thought the speed £t the tims of the collieion
wag ebout 20 or 25 mlles en heur., He sleo sald thet he

sould ree¢ only about three or four car lengthe on acoount

of the for, snd that he did not sse the yerd limit borrd on
sooount of ite belng on the opponlte alde of the locomotive,

Conduotor Potter, of trein No. 51, seid that
it waes very fozgy ~t North Slidell and thet in switchine
about 12 cers at thet point 1t hed Been neqessery for ohe
of the brakcmen to psrs pignels. He stated that he could
see ~p slectric he-dlight abont 200 feet, and he did not
thinlk the y=rd limit bosrd eould be seen more than two or
threze osr lengths, or possibly four or flve cuy lengths st
ths moet,

Flugmen gumrall, of trein No. 51, steted thet
he wep packing & hot-box ebout 12 erre shend of the oaboose,
and thet he could just pec the morkers on ths ¢:uboose, He
heard locomotive 57 epprocching spd just before the oolllsiaon
ogeurred he saw the olegtrle headlight of that locamative.

Enginemen Powler, of train No. §51, stated
that he had alvayz founi it herd to loeate 2 landmerk, smd
th:t 4t wee very oa&sy to get logt in & fogs, If thoe Tog wae
denee tile mumbers on the btelegreph poles oould not be dle-
tinguished from a locomotive eab, and he thought thet in e

gountry like tlde, where the surroundipgs were all the some
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apd with no lendmerks, 1t would be s good idee to install
stntion signe for the purpose of ennbllng englne crews to
loczte themaslves. He steted that st Ames the various lend.
merka were suffleoient to ensble & man to tell where he wes
in e fog, but thet e low bridge like the one between Jjmes
and the yerd 1limit board might be paszed without knowing 1t
unless a man was looking out &t the time. He slzo sald that
with 8n eleotrie heedligzht he eould mee adbout 3 or L times
farther than with an oil headlight 17 the night wes olear, but
thet on a foggy night it wes lmpossidle to see & greet dise
tanoe.

Thie scaident was ofieped by extra 57 being
aparated in violation of th-t part of Rule 93 whioh regulres
that exirasz moving on he mein treck within yerd limits must
be prepared toc stop end must not exgeed a apeed of § mlles
an hour uwales=s the traock is eleer, for whieh Engineman Crook
ie résponsible. While it eppecrs that it 12 diffieult for
engine erews Lo looste themselves on thiz part of the rosd
in & dense fog, yet 2ocariing to Lis own stetement he kuew
when he pacsged Amea, & polnt two miles distant from the yerd
limit board, end in view of the westher conditions prevailing
and the I'sat thet he did not know exectly where he wue, he

should have so reduced the speed of his locomotive es %o
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heve enabled him to entsr the ymrrd limlts et = ppreed not in
exeens of the 5 miles an hour preseribsd by the rule. Hed
hiz leocmotlive peasced the yard limit boopd st thie speed, amt
hud he been maintaining & proper lookout under these cone
ditions, tMe mocident undoubtedly would not hsve oceurred.
Enginemen Crook wes employed s an enginemsn
in 1907, previous to whieh he hed had § ysore experiencs on
oth'r roadp =& an enginemen, In Mey, 1915, he wnm suspended
Tor 30 deys on ecesunt of r-sponelbllity for meeting e Neo
Orleans & Horth Zastern trein on Lake Pontohartrsin bridge,
At the time of the moolident he had been on duty lesz than
2 houre, after a period off duty of 9 hours 35 minutes,



