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la re Investigation of an aceideat which oc­
curred on the Saw Orleans Greet Northern 

P&Ilrond at North Slidell, La*, 
April 13, 1916. 

May 16, 1916, 

On April 1 ? , 1916, there was e r«er-end 

collision on the Haw Orleans Great Northern Railroad at 

Rorth Elidell, La,, which resulted in the death of two 

trespa*sere. A f t r Investigation of thie accident the 

Chief of the Division of Befety submits the following re­

port i 

Southbound freight train No. $1 aoaaiated 

of 46 care and a caboose, hauled by locomotive 60, and was 

in charge of Conductor Po~t«r and Eng.Iceman Fowler, It 

left Bog»luse at 3*A0 a.a«, mrrivad *t Sorth Slldell at 

5*48 a . B * , and the regular mtk at this point bad just bean 

completed when the raar of the train, whieh vmn standing 

759 feet inside of the y a r d H a l t board, * * R struck by 

extra 57* a li«ht engine In o b a r g o of Saglnestaa Crook and 

Fl&g&sn Peed, the speed of the light engio© at the ties© of 

the collision bein# entlaated to have been about 2? miles 

aa hour. The CDboose of train No. 5 1 was destroyed aad 

the eer lasnedlately ahead of It considerably damaged, while 



l o e o s a o t l Y © 57 a l s o s u s t a i n e d alight damage. 

This la a a in^ le - trao'f line, with no bio ok 

signal system, t r a i n s being handled under the telegraphic 

train order system. Trains In the ncme direct lor* ere re­

q u i r e d to keep 10 n l n u t e s apart except to c l o s i n g up at 

p a s s i n g or m e e t i n g s t a t i o n s * U n d e r Rule 93 of the otjerr t i n g 

department, extraa moving on t h a m a i n t r a c k w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s 

m u s t be p r e p a r e d to stop and m u s t not eareeed a speed of 5 

miles an hour nnleas the track Is olerr and the switched, right. 

This rule T r a d e aa f o l l o w s : 

*Ye»rd limit a are indicated fey yard limit 
algae* Within theea limits trains and 
engines nay use the main treek, c l e a r i n g 
first c l a s s t r a i n s a t leg Fit f i v e m l a m t e e and 
b y the t l r c e s u c h a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n s a r e d u e 
to l e a v e t h e l a s t s t a t i o n a t v h l e h tire i s 
s h o w n . Second and third c l a s s trains, e x t r a s 
a n d engines m o v i n g en m a i n track within yard 
Halts m u s t he prepared to stop and a u s t n o t 
e x c e e d the s p e e d of five miles p e r h o u r u n l e s s 
the t r a c k is eleer and the switches r i g h t * 
E n g i n e s i n y a r d S O T assets will n o t p r o t e c t 
against s e c o n d a n d third c l a s s o r extra trains** 

A p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f a o o l d e s t f r o m t h e 

n o r t h t h e t r a c k l e p r e c t l o a l l y s t r a i g h t and l e v e l f o r 18 

miles, a n d the right of way is clerr en each aide of the 

t r a c k for a d i s t a n c e of about 100 feet* With t h e e x c e p t i o n 

o f yard l i m i t hoards located at several points, there are B O 



fixed signals, suoh ai station signs, mile boards or whistling 

posts, to es&iat engine ©rows In Set training; their location. 

On the left side of the track, however, going south, there 

is a line of telegraph poles, every fifth pole of which, is 

numbered with white figures, painted on both the north and 

south sides of the poles* i t the time of the accident there 

was e vary dense fog* 

Enginsman Crook stated t fcr t ho left Bogaiuaa 

at 5 #10 a.m., and that he stopped and regis tared at Bio, 

6»& alias from Bogalusa. At the time of registering ho 

noted that train No. 51 had registered about two hours 

previously. As he proceeded southward from Rio the fog 

seemed to gat thieker, and on account of not knowing exactly 

where he was he sounded a road crossing signal about every 

two miles. Se knew when he passed Amen, & point about two 

miles distant from the yard limit board at North Blidell, 

but did not r ernes bar whether or not he noticed whoa he passed 

over ths low trestle, 62 feet in length, located about half 

*?ay between Ames and the yard limit board. The first warning 

he bed of his approach to North Slidell was when he saw the 

yard limit board a few car lengths ahead of him* He shut off 

steam and taade a slight application of the sir brakes, passing 

the board at a speed of about 30 miles an hour. Mm saw the 



oecooae of train No. 51, together with the o©boose lights, 

when stout 3 or 4 ear lengths distant, end did all he could 

to stop, but was unable to do so on account of the stert 

distance and the t>pd eonditlon of the rails* The collision 

©ceurr< d at 6.14 a.m. Bag in earn c Crook also stated thet 

while hie locomotive was ©quipped with sn eleotrio headlight 

it was not of nueh use on acoount of the fog* Be slso sold 

that the brakes of his locomotive were In good oonditlon. 

Fireman Hampton said the t the first he knew 

of the approaching collision was when the engiaeman applied 

the brakes, reversed the loeomotlve anl opened ths throttle* 

He then looked out of the window, sew the caboose two or three 

ear lengths distant and braced himself for the shook of the 

collision. He tfeouf ht the speed at the tine of the collision 

was 18 or 20 miles an hour* He also field th*t he did uot pay 

any attention to pa sing: Ases end did not remember passing over 

the bridge between Aisea ?z£ the yard liwit hoard* 

Flagon J?sed stated th& t approaching PJorth 

Blidell did sot kno^ exactly where he was, on account of 

not beisA- able to see any landmarks* At about the tiaethe 

engiaaen shut off stesn he sew the caboose ehead and he 



etatad that he thought the speed &t the time of the collision 

was shout 20 or 2 5 mil^e en hour* H® also said that he 

could it«# only «bout three or four c&r lengthe on account 

of the f©£, and that he did not see the yard limit bo&rd on 

fcooount of It a Wing on the opposite aide of the locomotive* 

Conductor Potter, of train Ho* 51* eeid that 

it was* very torfr ^t Worth Sitdell and that in switching 

about 17 cars at that point it had been neoo8*e.ry for one 

of the hralccmen to para signals. He stated that he sould 

see *n electric hcdlight about ?00 feet, an̂ l he did not 

think the y&rd limit board could b# seen aware than two or 

three oar lengths, or pojmibly four or five ear lengtha at 

the moat* 

Flagnan gumrail, of train No* 51* Rt&ted that 

he '-••ec packing a hot-box &bout 12 e f i r s ©head of tb© o&booa©, 

sad tb#t he could Just s e e the anrkere on the caboose. He 

heerd loeasnotiva 57 approaching and Just before- the collision 

occurred he saw the electric headlight of that locomotive* 

3 n g t n e B * n fowler, of train No. 51, stated 

that he had Blv.aye founl i t hard to locate a landmark, t nd 

thrt it was very easy to get lost in a fog* If th» fog wse 

clones the numbers on the telegraph poles could not be die-* 

tlngulehed from a locomotive oab, and he thought th*t in a 

country like t h i s , where the eurroundinga wore all the ease 



and with no landmarks, It would h® a good idea to install 

station signs for tha purpose of enabling engine crews to 

loeete themftelves. Be stated that at Ames the various land­

mark a were sufficient to enable a man to tall ^here he was 

Is a fog, but that a low bridge like the one between Ames 

and the yard limit hoard might he passed without, knowing it 

unices a man was looking out at the ti^e. He also said that 

with an electric heedllght he could see about 3 or 4 times 

farther than with an oil headlight If the night was clear, but 

that on a foggy night It was impossible to see a great die­

ts nee. 

This accident was o%ised by extra 57 being 

operated is violation of th? t part of Rule 93 which requiree 

that extras moving on fee main track within yard limits must 

he prepared to stop and must not exceed a speed of 5 miles 

an hour unless the track is clear, for which Engineaan Crook 

is responsible* While it appears that It is difficult for 

engine crews to looete themselves on this part of the road 

in a dense fog, yet according to his own statement ha knew 

when he passed Ames, a point two miles distant fror; the yard 

limit hoard, and in view of the weather conditio as prevailing 

and the feat that he did not know exactly where he was, he 

should have so reduced the speed of his locomotive as to 
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bsvB enabled him to enter the y&rS limits at e speed not in 

excess of the 5 miles an hour Dreaoribed by the rule* Had 

his loocsaotive pasr-od the yard limit bo r̂d et this speed, aaft 

had he been maintaining a proper lookout und er these con­

ditions, tMe accident undoubtedly would not have occurred, 

Kngineaan Crook wes mploycd bb an encihsmam 

in 1907, previous to whieh he had had 5 yair* experience on 

oth r roads en «n enginaaen. In Bay, 1915* he * e suspended 

for 30 d*ys on account of responsibility for meeting a Re.*' 

Orleans & HOrth Bast cm trf-in on Lake Pontchartrain bridge. 

At the time of the accident he had been on duty less than 

2 hours, after a period off duty of 9 hours 25 minutes* 


