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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT VWHICH OCCUPRED ON THE
NZY ORLEANS & NCORTHEFEASTERN RAILRORD, SOUTHERN RAILWAY
SYSTEM, LINES WEST, NZAR MOSCLLE, MISS., ON APRIL 16,
1921,

May 5, 1921.

On Aprail 18, 1l9<l, there ras a derailment of a
passenger train on the Ners Orleans & Northeastern Railroad,
Southern Railray System, Lines West, near Moselle, Miss.,
:hich resulted in the death of 1 passenger and the injury
of <4 passengers, < employees znd 1 Pullman porter. After
investl ation tne Chisf of the Bureau of Safety reports as
Iollovs.

Location.

The Southrszsvern District on vhich this accigent
occurred extends .et.een Mericilan, Miss., ana Newx Orleans,
La., & aistance of 202 rales. In the vicanlity of the point
oi accident this 1s a 31ng1e—tréck lane over ‘hich trains
&re operated oy tirc-taocle, tru.in orders, and an cutomatic
plock-signal syster. The accident cccurred at mile post 71;
approaching this point from the ncrth the track 1s tangent
for 1,300 feet, follored by a 30-ninute curve to the left
1,000 reet in lenyth, and a tangent extending oeyond the
point of derailwens, aoout 85 feet distant. For about a
mlle the grade 13 frouw 0.736 to 1l.114 per cent descending
for southbound treins and at the point shere the engine ras
derailed 1t 1s 0.851 per cent descending. The track in
thils vicinity 1s laid vath 75-pound rails, 33 feet in length,

rath @0 untreated pine and oak tiea to the rail, single-

spiked, and tie~plated on curves, 1t 18 ballasted rith slag.
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At the point of derailment there 7as a fiJl about 7 feet
high. Withia a quarter of a mile frowm the scene of de-
railrent four culverts pass uudser the track and drain
sTampy area to the east of the roadray into a creek on
the vJest side. A very heavy rain had fallen in this
vicinity vbetteen 5.30 and 7.00 &. m., out had moderated
7hen the accldent occurred at aoout 7.20 a.m.

Description.

Southbound passenger train Ro. <1, en route from Cin-
cinuati, 0., to Nev Orleamns, 7as in charge of Conductor
Cooke ana Enginemon Haskes, and consisted of engine 6979,
1 me1l car, 1 exprzss car, l baggage car, @ ccaches and 4
Pullman sleeping cars, in the order named. 71t left Meridian,
Miss., &t 5.05 a. m., 40 minutes late, passed Ellisville,
the last open office, at 8.58 a. r., 49 rminutes late, and
thile traveling at a speed of about 15 miles an aour ran
into a +aahout at mile post 71, 7.3 miles south of Ellis-
ville and 1.7 miles north of Moselle.

The engine and first three cars rere derailed, the
engine coming to rest on 1ts right side on the 7est side of
the track and at the foot of the embankment. The tender ras
also derailea to the vest, +shile the meil car lay across
the track and the express car turned over to the right; tHe
baggaze car had 1%ts front truck derailed. The t70 coaches
and the sleeping cars remained on the track for several
minutes. After they had been standing at this point for

from 3 to 10 minutes, the left side of the roadvay vas
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vasdhed avay from under the first and second sleeplng cars,
causing tnem to turn over to the left and fall teo the foot

of the eubanknent on tne east side of the track.

Sumnary of evidence.

Train No. 41 vas descending the long Hill south of
Ellisville at a speed of about 35 miles an hour then the
enzineman and fireman both sa’/ the wveakened track rhere the
sleeping cars arter/ards vere derailed. . The fireuan
Called ocut and the engineman immediately applied the brakes
in swergency. Passgang over the -veakened place the engine
lurched, then righted itself and continued an additional
diatance of approximatiely 300 feet to a point vhere the
fill had been sashed a:ay, leavin-, the track suspended over
a torrent of waver rushing through the break in the I111l.

At thls point the engine and first three cars Jere derailed.
Firemen Ellis gtarted tovard Moselle and on the &y net a
treck ralker hom the Section Foreman at that point had
started out after he discovered the unusual reather condi-
ticons.

Conductor Cocke stated that as soon a3 the rear of tha
train came to a stop, he got off and at that tiwe sav torrents
01 Jater striking the east side of the track oppcsite the
sleepil.g cars, the 7ater then turning to the left and running
sul.thvard zlong the track to tre poant jshere aprroximately
79 feet of the fill had been .ashed a~ay. The rear end of
the train stood for . til.e va_lously estinated from 3 to 10

winutes, by the end of maicn tice the left silde of the track
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had oeen so undermined by the raier tunat the first and
second sleeping cars began to s2ttle slo/ly and then turned
over intc about & feet of riater.

Investigation developed that the track in this vicinity
/as 7ell maintained and that no previous trouble rsith high
'ater had been experienced at this pownt, and the state-
ments of the various .1itnssses, i1ncluding those of Super-
visor of Bridges and Buildings Steadham, Section Foreman
Spear and Former Section Foreman Reeves, as 7/ell as those
of several people residing in the vicinity, .ere to the
effect that up to the time of toes accident the drainage
facilities proviced noa al-ays proved ample. Supervisor
of Bridges and Buildings Steadham also stated that he had
never seen very much 7ater in this vicinity and had never
knom of the culverts being full. The testinony also in-
dicated that tne rainfall sas the greatest known et this
point.

In the vicinity of the point of accident and to the
east of the rcadray are several small svamps or basins,
Surrounoing these basins are a number of hills covered vith
a pine groith and draining into the basins. Starting at a
distance of about ons-half mile east of the right of vay
and leaaing intoc one of these basinsg, there 13 a small creek,
fed oy springs, crossing under the roadray through a brick
culvert 5 feet in diameter locatea about B0OO feet north of
the point of derailment. On eaither side of this creek the

ground 18 ret and running .ater 18 visilble in numerous places.
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On the morming of the accident a great volur.e of vater came
do.n from the hills and the culvert at this point 7as not
adequete to arair 1t off; corseguently the surplus vater
flo.en along the east side of the track for a distance of
about =50 feet into another basin, r‘ashing the roadbed as
1t rent. A o©3-i1nch pipe passing under the track to drain
that basin -"as insufficient to take care of all the rater,
at the south end of this basin the flo. /as retarded by a
sharp rise of the ground and the Jater ras forced against
the fi1ll at that point, rashing 1t out for a distance of
apout 75 feet to a depth of 9 feet, leaving t t1es and
ralls suspended.

Southbound train NHo. 55 had passed over this portion
of the track a fer ninutes ahead orf train No. 41, and had
not found any alarning amount of /zter along the track, whicu
at that time Jas apparently 1n a safe condition.

Conolusions.

This accident ras caused by a r-ashout, due to high
vater resulting from a cloudburst.

The .ashing out of the roadwvay ras due to the fact that
the drains under the track, vhile ample for ordinary occa-
gsionsg, rere not of sufficient size to take care of the un-
usual volume of water that had fallen on the morning of the
derailment. It 1s probable that the derailing of the engine
at this point had a naterial bearing on the vashing out of
the track under the tio sleeping cars, 1nasmuch as the de~

railed en.ine Ifedl into the path of and retarded the flov
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of rater through the place rhere the roadray ias already rashed

out .

At the time of the accident the crew of train No. 41
had been on duty a little more than 3 hours, after being off

duty for about 133 hours.



