
March 22, 1016. 
XW RE INVKHTIG^TXCM OF AH ACCXDSIfT .'HIGH OCCURRED ON THS 
U&VADA-G AjLXPCBNIA*0^KGQN BAIL..AY AT LAKE, CALEF. , Oft FEBRUARY, S3, 1915, 

On February 33, 1915, there «RS a peer end collision 
between n mixed train end a freight train on tho Hevada-Cali-
fornla-Oregon Hallway at librae i»«ke, Calif*, whieh resulted in 
the death of one peaaengar. After investigation of thia 
aoclaent tho Ohlef of the Division of Safety eubwits the follow­
ing reporti 

The Kewada-Cailfornia-Gregon ^nilway is 4 single t mkt 

narrow gauge, line extending between i-akevlew, ^re. f m& Heno, 
Mev. ^he xeoVQRieat of trains ia controlled by tiae-t&blo ̂ nd 
train order a j no bloek system bplng used* 

routhbound first olnaa, talxed train $e. 2, consisted 
of engine Ho. 3, two ballast oirs, one refrigerator oar, one 
combination mall baggage and express oar, one ooaoh «*n<3 one 
buffet cor. It was in charge of anginesan Ooff&an and Con­
ductor Berry* The train craw oonelated of one brakeeum, and 
a porter, who was in charge of th© buffet oar. The train left 
Lakeviaw, its initial a tot ion, 124 alios north of Horse Lake, 
at 7.30 a.a*, 1 hour 10 minutes late. Xt passed Rovondnle, 
the last station, 11.5 miles no fcth of liorae Lake at 1.37 p.sa. 
and arrived at Horse i,ake at £.15 p.m. the train atopped with 
ita rear end 498 fset north of the station to take water. The 
engine bad Juat bean reoouploa to the train, after taking water, 
when tbe rear and was struck by freight extra 1£. 

Southbound freight extra 1& consisted of engine Ho. 12, 

14 oars of cattle ana a caboose and ̂ aa in charge of anginenau 



Dwyer nnd Conudotor forester. The trala left Alturaa, Ite 
initial station, 70 ailoa north of Horse Lake, at 9.10 a.nu and 
passed ftavendaie at 1.49 p.m., ten talnatea behind train So. 3, 
and while running at a speed of about 4 alias per hour oollided 
with train No. 2, at Horse Lake at about £•20 p.m. 

Both platforms of the buffet ear and the rear platfors 
of the ooach were crushed, and the ends of theae care were badly 
doiaaged. 

Approaching tho scene of the aeoldent from a point 
about one-half silo north, the track la tnngent for 9SS feet, 
followed b a curve to tho right, 640 foot In length tfbioh la 
turn la followed by a tangent §34 feat in length. The roar and 
of Ho. 2 atood at the south and of this tangent when the accident 
occurred, and could be a^en by the onglneaan of extra 1£ for a 
distance of about 1,000 feet. At thia point there is a ''escend­
ing grade of 1.9$ for southbound trains. 

The weather at the title tha accident was &isty and 
the talla were slippery. 

Eaginasinn Coffatan, of train Ha, 2, at ate d that hie 
train arrived '-t Horse Lfiko at tbout 2.18 p.m., and that they 
had finished taking ^atar rmd h*sd started to reoouple the angine 
to the train when he heartf extra 18 whistle for brakee* They 
had finished coupling up nnd ha hml opened the throttle when the 
collision occurred, lie further stated that train Ite. & alwaya 
took water at Horee Lake. 

Conductor 3erry, of train SJo. 2, atated that upon 
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arrival at Horae l*alce, tie went to tne station to register, and 
was receiving a message by telephone when he heard en engine 
whistle. The collision occurred before he could get out of the 
station, lie stated that tshen M a try in arrived at Horse Lake 
he Instructed the braketaan to .go to the head end and uncouple 
the engine to take water, but did not make any arrangementa, or 
have any understanding with the porter, relative to protecting 
the roar of the train. He also stated thct there wrras & red 
flag in the rear ear of his tr«in at the tire of the accident, 
notwithstanding the contrary statement of tortor Robinson. 

Brnkeraan "teent of train So. 3, stated th«t upnn 
arrival at iloree Lake, he «ent to the head end of the tr^in to 
couple up after taking .water. He had recoupled the engine to 
the train, and tho train had sieved four or five foot ^h«n the 
collision occurred. His train had then bean at Horse ~«ko 
four or five minutes. He further stated that in the past they 
had not been depending upon the porter to protect tho vmr of the 
train. 

Train Porter Bobinson, of train Ho. 2, stated that hia 
train had b**en stopped at Horae Lnto& four or five minutes ^hen 
he heard an engine whistle for th® station. He ran to tbe rear 
end of the buffet cnr and tried to find a red flag, but finding 
noneseized a green flea, Juaped off the rear platfom and started 
back to atop extra 12. Ho hod ^one about 8 oar len^tha when 
extra 12 passed hlia. lie ata fid thct thia waa hia first trip 
¥*ith Conductor ]«erry and that Conductor Berry did not ^ay any* 
thing to hia about protecting the rear of the train. Previous. 



to too aooidont no hud galled the conductor*B attention to the 
fact that there was not any red flag on the rear oar* Ha 
further stated that It was hia duty to cook aaala and serve 
drinks on the buffet oarj and that it wac not hia duty, and 

a 
that he never had been called upon, to net aa/flagoon, Xa 
thia instance he rando an attempt to protect the rear of hia 
train becnuae he caw tbat there &aa danger of an accident. 

Bnglnetsan tfwyer, of extra 12, atated that train Z 

wan at Havendale when he arrived and left there about ton ain-
utea ahead of him. He stated t&at he expected to find trala 
Ko.tf taking water at Horse Lake, properly protected by a flag. 
Approaching the curve north of Hortse Lake hie train we a running 
at a spaed of about 10 mllea par r.our and was under control. 
Upon rounding the curve ho stm the rear end of train No, § atend­
ing on the main track about 450 feet ahead of hist. He immediately 
used aand pad applied the sir brakes; ho then wftiatlad for train 
ffo. 2 to go ahead, and also wnlatlod for hand brakes to notify 
hia ©raw of danger. The rair brakea responded properly, but 
the train failed to atop in lime to prevent collision. Ha 
atated that he aaw the porter atanding on the rear of the buffet 
oar of train Ko. 2, end that he saw him step inside and gat a 
green flag, but that he did not ; et off the car until extra 12 
waa about S car lengths away. Ho further atated that he did 
not intend to atop at Horse Lake until he caw train No. 2 stand-
in there. 

Fireman Lamb, of extrm 1£, atated that approaching the 
curve north of Horse Lake he wno looking for a flagman, bat <3id 



see any end ao informed the engineman. ./hen he firat aasr 
train No. 2, hia train waa rounding tha aurve north of Horse 
l*ake station and the rear of train Ho. a was then five or six 
hundred feet distant. At that time his train was running at 
a speed of about 13 milee per hour, but when the colliaion 
occurred the speed had been reduced to five or six rails a per 
hour. 

This accident waa caused by train Ho. 2 occupying tha 
main track without protection while stopping to take vspter, for 
whioh Conductor iierry is responsible. 

General Sules Hoa. $a and 193 read ea follows: 
90. vhen a train a tops or is delayed under 

circumstances in ^hich it aay be ovrrtaken by 
another train the flegman must go baok immediately 
with atop signals a sufficient distance to insure 
full protection, one-fourth of a mile from the rear 
of the train h& will place one torpedo on the rail, 
continuing back one-half mile from the rear of hia 
train,he will place two torpadoea on the rail, two 
rail lengths apart. Eo say then return to the single 
torpedo where ho R>uat remain until relieved by another 
flagman or is recalled by the whistle of hia engine. 

* * * * * * * 

Conductors are responsible for the full pro­
tection of their trains in both directions and under 
all eoadlotlona. 

193. Conductors Ernst not allow other duties to 
interfere with the proper protection of their train, 
and invariably require their flagman to aot with the 
utmost promptness and ia strict accordance with tha 
rules, A flagman must always be stationed on the rear 
oetr of every train while in motion; on passenger trains 
the flagman will get on and off of the head end of the 
last car, and jauet not, except in caeo of emergency, 
Slaturb the occupants; end raust have In hia possession 
the necessary flagging equipment, rowdy for immediate 
use. 

(fader these rules, aa soon aa train Ko. 3 stopped, a flagman 



aboold have gone back lmed lately at l a a e t one-half a l i a with 
proper signals to atop approaching trains, and It *v«o the duty 
of the conductor to snow that this rule was obeyed* Conductor 
Berry did not do taiaj but assignee the brakejBan to otnar dutlee, 
contrary to rule No.193, and isade no provision for any other 
employee to aaeume the flngsion1 s dutiea. Conductor Berry saw 
extra IB behind him at Xavandnle sad knew that they ware follow* 
ing him closely. Thia should have prompted hia to use addition* 
al cere In providing protection for the rear of hie train* 

It la believed that Sngineiaau Dwyer, of extra 12, 
need poor Judgment in not having his train udder full control 
approaching Horse lake. lie knew that ha waa following train 
tic, a eloaely, and he knew that it was the practice for trains 
to take water a t Horse Lake. Under these conditions Engineman 
Dwyer should have approached Stereo Lake at aueh a speed as 
would have enabled hiat to bring hia train to a atop without 
accident in case ha should find train Ho. % taking water. 


