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June 10, 1^18. 

O n ;tpril 18, 1W18, there vus i u derailment of a 
passenger train on the Huahvllie, Chattanooga & bt. Lorn a 

. x a j xvruy aour ^min^s, >eor£lat **ftioh resulted in ti.e injury 
of J employees &nd 4 poreone a~rried uiiuer oontrac t. ^Xt^r 
i n i r e a titration of this uociuent the Chief of tne Bureau of 
safety submits the following report; 

derailment occurred 1B a sin&le-fcrs,c& line, over r̂.ieh train 
rsoviuucmta v-ro . ovcrned tl^e-teole and train orders, s u p ­

plemented by & m ^ n u & X bloo^ signal systea* 2he tiae-tuble 
requires tnut ,*B»engur trains reduce npoed to 4j? ail^s pnr 
hour before onterin^ upon and. while rwundiuft 'dl eorvee be­
tween Atlanta, una Cartere-viUe, in which territory tne ae* 
cident occurred. 

Dixie /Iyer, ooneiwted of Z m.%X curs, 1 bt^age our, Z 
coaches, 1 dining oar and 4 T,ullman sleeping ours, in the 
ordt;r named, m.s hauled by locomotive 606, ^na w la oh&rge 
of .enduetor 0tiutt and rngineman Harris. It loft Jhatta-
nooga, i?enn«, at XO#&Q p.m., April l?th, 6 houre 3& mlnutea 
late* p&ase^ ^®yrm,£&«, 1£1*8 olio a south of ohattaaoogfa 

lo miles north of Atlanta, at & » b u , ipri 1 1&, & 

rue f-urt of tne Atlanta 31^1;?ion on mmloh this 

iouthbound >«u*&e?iger train $o* 95, knomi aa the 



hours 42 •ainuuea lute, u nx at <s,<sl .flu i t w^J *.v r a i l e d 
uuout 3.£L> m l k s be/of a ,/&,r or X/ii sj-ie n^rth of 
Minings, while rnnnia* t v t > *r cea .̂oout 4 C wl 1 aa 
hour* 

'1'Uo locomotive, Lenoir iiiid first mall car burned 
o v f e i o n the1 r left tildes, tne locomotive caia;u.;. to rest 

serosa tha p^asirg tiviô i, lor1 Cc.rai.lela uain tracsfc 
on tht. ca>at; the tender car̂ e to *̂ 6t on the ot̂ at Bid© of 
the < i-aeln£ truck, ana tr.o ̂ ii. aur .-urtly do^A the 76-
1 jot e r . i O u n f c m ^ n . t on tfco eeat Bide of the trccic. ^hr second 
m i . 1 i car ca .aw to rest bottom upwui & across Va.o xiaainis 
truo* on tat5 il do oi tno o.'-b&>nJk~x.ent, at an i*ngle of 
about 4b dogrues vnt the tr&.cJfc. 3?he uody of the haggle 
oar re:aainod upright, sith its front end on tne uain truck 
and the r**ar end zeroes tae f 3 u s s m , v , track. ikne first 
coach r©! uinca apri^nt tin a ocae to rest ueroaa both the 
main tr&oK the passing truce; tne ereoond o^uun also 
regained upright, ^itb ito front ana slightly to tre ri^ut 
of th© m l n tru ,k. Eho dining car nt-u its front end de* 
railed to tne ±eft of the iu*in tro-oi; but its ro^r end re* 
mainsd on the track* Tlone ot the ru lLi&n al&«i>If'g ours 
^aa derailed. 

A. profa.ohing the point of incident froiu the north 
the track ia tonr/ent for ?. distt-.ii.ue af 1,141 ieet, f ole.owed 
oy a 5-degree 30-minute ourvo to the rij?ht, 1,667 feet in 
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length; tho a exigent occurred on tula* c^rvef coout Z&Q 

i GO T iroa ity nortut m end, ignore I^- a uos -.i*ndlfl* RED© 

\-ryln*; 'rotft *17>- to 1^ iwr tsouthbouna tralmi* I^E I r a ok 
ik laid with tiO-pouna RULLH ieot in LE.'v tu, double* 
ypikod to IB oa/- ties to t><& rtj.il; tie plat* a ure used on 
oarvea* i1 c u^ I L^t oon^iatB of atones and jindor, even 
with the ta^u of tao tioo» LND n^s u oonoidor^feiie snoulaor* 
1'he TRUOK x.& aor.mh^T irrt gula-r I A aur• ttoe, out T*ke alignm­
ent ITI #ood« it t i.o tirse th© uooldent tho *©ather 
jaa olou&y. 

:n&inenx&n Harris, of train Ho. 9o, JIT&tea thut 
i^urieltd, & ^Uttio/r mi Jea north of Vlningd, he re* 

ceived u sic? order pertaining to a <,̂ a place in the truck 
near Campbell1 i Groaning, 2 mil 9 north, of tiie point af 
derailment, lie ^TAted tik,,t apfro&ehi'u the u pool fled pie^e 
of trcok no 'laoed hia throttle in the drifting position, 
applied the brakes und reduced th© ep&od to X..hout 1*> mile a 
an hi-ar; that he aid not ohan^e t/io throttle afterward; 
and %i tx% 0 did not notloe uny rou^h spots u£jj>rouohine the 
point OF incident. lie aaid tnat ^uat prior to the deruil-
aont no saw ai-&T&b flying « row tue tr^CW. aisd iuaodl^tely 
£ipplis~I the orateJ in aj.or^e«cy, t.nd the tr^l.% continued 
for /*oout 700 feet before aomli* to a atop. Orvineaan 
uarrla said tU_t Kis train oonau-^od 9 minutes betjreeji i>:uyrn*i 
aad the point of uuei ent, an*! tn*»t its sj/ee& wî a nut more 
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THAN 40 allea un aour tfhon derailed. He stated, that 
his locomotive tea not ocen ont of the shop© lan>;, that 
the wheels lutd not oausod any trouble, and t.r<ut it rode 
better vi aa did most 1 ioomotitee, vjagi&eiSi&n Harris 
rurther stated tn&t no consider©A tne au^orelevation on 
cur Tea us beivi Insufficient. 

Fireman £.emp stated that the loqoaatlv© rode 
well on this tripj that the speed wae reddced to 20 or 
26 milea an hour .t Campbell*a Grossing; that h,e thought 
the train w^s drifting when seeing throtî h Smyrna,; that 
trie engine throttle was not opened afterward, and that the 
3peed mis 33 or 40 ml lee an hour when the derciliaont oo~ 
carred« He stated that ne did not notiee &n;r rou£h spots, 
in the tr&oJc just before the derailment occurred; &nd tnat 
wien his train reached t^e curve on waich it \TAA derailed 
h© aaw sparks - lying, and the engine truck It ft tii© m i 1B* 

Conductor uffntt stated that when t) o derailment 
occurred he was in tht* first '̂ ili&tm sleeping oar, and taat 
he tnought the 9poed ^aa not more th&n 40 mile® an hour at 
tha time. 

JPlugman aoott stated that after the accident he 
went HIXOFC to flag; he did not see anytnir,^ on the tmo&, 
und considered it us oeirttr in very good uondltion* 

Hvleion jaglneer #al&er stated tout on 4.$ril 
16th, two d&ye prior to the o&te of accident, he fs&de an 
I. epegtion in tnis vicinity, out found no track sufficiently 



rough to l^-rese hia. **a owing dangerous. He further 
stated thtt th© ax La am gui\ re uevution on curves between 
Xrtersviile ana jvtlantu ia eix ineuea, and he tnought 
this was sufficiert provided the a>*eed iixnite .sere ob­
served* Ht a-aid U at it h&s been impossible to secure 
&11 tne track repairmen n o e e H a a r y , as indue trios sslong tne 
line ofter higher ea w g r © t v t j/iuny of the U i e n hfcvo 
been araftea into ,111 Wry service. 

bectlon Jorefl&n Brtualett, wfco since H&roh 14th 
>7twS in oiiarge o, t:.̂  section oo f̂rieh the train was de* 
railed, stated t tat on th© evening Defer® the derailment 
oecijrrcd ho % lij d ov*r t'.'e r̂aolc, paid close attention 
to it, an.il considered it ua b el rig In good condition. He 
stated t^i-t on tn,> corning of April 17tn ho found that the 
s u ' t c ^ e l e v L t i o i i on the curte was r^inly six 1 nones, with 
an inorsa.se O j . aoout halt *a inch south cf nnere tne train 
i & b l^tsr deral. ed, aald t̂ ,.t tils .artic-l^r piece 

of trsoic did not e~ so more trouble then uny ct. or oirder 
ballasted portion ov treok:f an,' tt«at he oondido^ed it j<ood 
for a arced of 50 miles an hour. He also said t .*_t after 
the aaoident he txuminoJ the tr >*oin ̂ nd found two joints a 
little 1 >w on the inside m i l of t**o o irvef Just nortn of 
tfj^ere tro itie ,ruci:9 mounted the rail. Section foreman 
^ramlett stated that M a joctio,- consists of six milea of 
main track **nd two rdUea o : aiding; that there was only 
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one IMITI beai&e hia.ua If on hia £,£.ng; tnut he was ujaabjo to 
* H aiore mn became of ties rb,, L.tiU^trles -&yii3 t better 
vyajreaj that Le hua not been able to lay any ties sinoe 
tuning charget or pro orly to tfuintuln the tr&ofc, with .is 
prfeBont for oe; and t aa t I.Q should have ei$ht ,<en all tne 
time. 

'I'raoiiLwuUier Jortt*e stated tr-iit wjie& t̂ oing over 
the trfc.uk tne day before t/.e accident & aid. not see a n y ­

thing wron*w will) it wr ere train Ho. 95 *<vaa afterward ue* 
railed* 

rr&oiL Juporvisor ,igge, in ohargo of tne terri­
tory between oartersville und ^tlante, ateted that on April 
16th ho aoooza^nied an inspection j:axty over the track in 
tne vicinity of the accident, tht-t ho found t* e tics fairly 
f̂ ood, and thn t while tno track was slightly out of surface 
end alignment it sw-e not sufficiently so to cause derail­
ment. Ho stated t ha t there Y / ^ B ono Joint about 24 f e e t 

north ol -mere ti c ongine truck loft t^e rails, w&ieh he 
fooxi'/ to be 5/8 incz. low w»ien ti'ere aaa an engine on it, 
and it displayed evidence of a slight ofuming; thex© were 
also two or three joints ;}us3t north of the one mentioned 
which were about 1/4 in on low, but he thought t*,et waa not 
enough to oau^o any rooking KG *,ion of !*n oagme. He said 
thot he did not oenaider *n '•' track, in "la territory &iB holng 
unsafe, but t/*<_t It would beooi»o ao wit in the ^ext 90 d&ye 
unless siorfc hcl^ m a aceureft* 
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hoooaotlve 60S m e of the 4-6*2 type; tne tender 
had ti ciipaolty of 13-1/2 tons of ooal and 8.000 gallons of 
\«ziteri the total wei, F t of angina and tender ready for Eer-
\ lue m s oC6,CQ0 (.ounda« Investigation disclosed nothing 
about the equipment lh*.t mi^ht have caused the tr&ln to be 
derailed* 

The firet mar^ of derailment, apparently *acae by 
the lefe-dl̂ og ±jeir of wncela on the engine trueic, WHS found 
262 feet in on tne curve, on u tie-plate outside the high 
rail of tne ourve. x'he ties were a lightly marked for a 
didtanee of 140 feet, the traoK then being torn up for a 
dlatanoe of feet. The teatiison^ of t*.e orev/ of train 
$o* 9a indicated that the a?©ei of that train -mly about 
40 miles an hour when the deru-iliaent ooovrred; also, the 
Bohedule running time cf train So* 95 between ;->jiiyra& and 
Yininga is £ oinutess, wnereas on this trip 1? minufcea were 
consumed between daayrnt una t ^ point of derailment, which 
was aoout ni.lt a mile north of Yininga. 

An ina eotion of the section on wnleh the derail­
ment occurred disclosed that the track m& not ao maintained 
as to provide the proper decree of safety; at one pl&oe 
four uonaeoutl^e tiee were found to have broken under tha 
rail, and many apilcea had been worked loose &nd drawn by 
lib orainf of the r&ilaj indiaationa of ehumliv, were moat 
common under the inside rail of curves &.t pl&oea *nare the 
bailuat consisted of cln&era en top of atonca and the olndera 
F &d worked down between the atones and prevented proper drain-
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ure- On the curve where* train Bo. 9b was derailed, three 
lo« joints were tound on v^o inside rail; tho depression 

thea© joints wuis lueuuured with tne wrecker stending on 
tnem. 'rwo of tnose, which were t^o fifth and third, res­
pectively, north of ta© ^oint of dF>r»illuent. #or© o/4 inoh 
low; the other one, which w^m the first ôi&fc north of 
*nere tne truin w^e demited, wtu 7/8 inab low. 

It isi obviouo. hewevet, th&t such tracer conditions 
e^n not full to exlat w>cn the trao* rcrmir * ang for t* is 
section, which compriee? 6 miles of main tr&oJc and 2 nil vie 
of ai&ings, consists only of a foreman &m mm 

t*hile the oauao of t<*ia accident m a not defi­
nitely determined, it ia believed tut-t when the locomotive 
of train Bo. 95 enoousterej. th© low Joint** on the 5-degree 
30-*nlnute curve i.t a a^ead of 40 mixes an hour a rooking 
motion w~n aot up on the engine, &nd that when it struck 
the third low joint it rooxed sufficiently to r&i&© the loft 
front tfheeX of tno online truck over the rail and alio*/ it 
to drop aoxm OK tne outside of the curve. 

-cation "orei^&n jrauolett had had aeveil years1 

experience in track rei^air work, and had boon in chart/re cf 
the section on wnioh t^e aar&ilment ooowreu eince isiarofa 14, 
lylG. txHUu ^upervi aor Jif^a had n&d more than I D y care 
of experience in traox &OTK9 he having beon eianloyed on 
ochcr railroads? before tnterlnf the service of the E«ahvill^t 

Ohut ta.no o$a & ->t. Louis Railway. 
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