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on april 18, 1¥l8, theve wus b Jerwilusnt of a
puigeryper traln on the Humbville, Chatlancogs & nt. Lowid
sl dwey newr Jiuln-g, Seerpiu, which reouwlted an tue injury
of 4 employees wnd 4 pLorsong e.rried woer sontract. oiiuy
inveslligution of this wceluent the Culefl of Lue Buresu of
~&fety Buuvalig the followinp ye.ort:

e rert of tue (tlamte Oivlalon on wnich this
dervallpent oc.urred is & single=tirack line, over w.ich trairn
BOVewonlba ~re , overned oy blee-tevie amd traln orders, du.o-
plemented by a menusl blocs signel eysfem. The time-tuble
reqrires inut aedengur trains reduce apeed G 40 niles poer
hour befure onteriny upon snd whlle ruundiug nll corves bee
tuean Atlunta ond Certersvilie, in whleh territory tne ag-
cldent ¢courred,

Jouthbound .sesergor truln Ho, 95, knowvn a8 the
Dixie <lyer, conelsted of 2 mall curs, 1 b opage our, 2
gosched, 1 dining sar and 4 "allmoen aleening omrs, in the
order nemed, w-g hawled by logomotive BOG, wnd smws 1a shargze
of .onduater (Ofuwtt wnd Tngiceman [Tarrvis. 1t iaft ‘hattae
nooga, Tenm., at L0.50 pame, 4pril 17th, & hoyrs %6 ainutes
late, paane. .myros,Gué., l8l.8 miles soutn of Jhattancogs
end 15 milos porth of Atlantsn, at E2.12 @M., Aanril 14, §
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hours 42 winuees lobe, wa wb Ze2l , ofe i3 #63 wTadled
Lout 3.40 whiepg oeyurd e, r 4, or 1/8 aiie novih of
Yindngs, while runnda. ob ¢ 3 ved of cwont 40 wilcyw an
hioup,

Tho logonoblve, tender nnd first sall car burned
Oves on the r loft pldes, tre lovomotlive gomin,, W6 rost
deross the prnaslerg tracs, W ler doliclels bne seln trick
on bthe enst; tLe benaer cune o wed on the ocwatl 9i:de of
the . wousing Lruck, and tro wall car wwretly dods the 7h=
.ot enbunkment on the cunt mide of bthe trock, The gecond
meil ear cune Lo rest hetiom upwe. d scross .o .uasing
Yrioe and on tae ide o1 the ecbenknent, at un sngle of
about 45 dogreesz wiv the trock. The vody oi the baupuge
car remseined wyright, a3tk its front eid on toe Lain track
snd the reaY end sorocs the nuggine. bruck, the first
goacgh reraiqed aprigeh and ozwe Lo reat werods bovh the
gain treol and the pagsging trucg; ti:e geoond guwun zlse
rorained u.rightd, »ith ita front ond alightly %o tre ri.nt
of the waln tru.k. Tho danding ear heo J%a front end Je=
railed to tne seft of The nuwin trach bub 1ts rour end rew
mained on tre tragk. none ui the Nuilien slaepl g oars
wip dsroiled.

4 rrosching the point of weeldmmi from the noyth
the traek 1lu tuarent for ¢ distunge of 1,141 icet, foldowed

oy & S=deproe SU-aloute curvo %o the rizht, 1,067 feet in
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leng$h; tre acclaent gee. rred on tale curve, cvout 2ol
{eat from ity northern end, dagre Lo o odea.cndin  rode
eEying: froem J1F. to 1. iur soulbbound traing. Jre Lrack
it Iunid wltn dCeponnu rulin Lo fgeb in lea 3k, dcuble=-
aplhed Lo 18 oas tles o tue rall; tie Llet. s wre used on
CUEVES. Y0 oweileal conodsts of stodes snd cinder, even
witn the teps ol Vme tlou, vhnd Iws 9 gonaidereile saoulder.
Zhe trucy 8 sorowhsl lvroguler Lo sur-goe, sub boe allghe
ent i pood. 2t time oI the woeeldent the weuther

3 ploudy.

Nginemas Sarrie, of trulm Fo. 96, stutea thut

ub Warievta, & otution 9.3 mises north of vinings, he rew=
colved o glog ordsr Lorbalining to o <2a place in the truck
neur Campbeli' Crossing, 2 mil 8 north of the polnt of
deralilment. e stetbted thaut epgromenl . Lthe upogifled piece
of truck ne - laced his throttle in the arifting _oslition,
cpplied the bdrakes wund reduced the apeed %o zboul 1o miles
an hear; that e 4id nel chenge trne barottle efterw.rd;
and trat e dld ot notice .ny rouph 8p0ta approrohln. ne
point of aseldent, Le aald tnebd juast prior to the derwdl-
@aent he sav wrarxe Tlginy 'row tue drec. aad iluamediobely
spplies the bruge: In cacrgsency, wnd bhe trali eoatinued
foxy wnout YOU feet hufore comlvi. W z atop. L1l neman
sarris suld thet his trolm coensu.od 9 minades vetwseen Suyrna

and the roint of awccl ent, and thut L%a sjpced wea nvt more
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than 40 @miles un uour shen dersiled, He ateted that
hlz logomotive hua nct acen ont of the shops lomy, that
tie wheels huad not csused any trouble, and thet 1% rode
betlter wan 4id most l.oomotlves, smginemnun darris
further gtatcd trat no consliecres tne suporelevatlon on
curves Ly bhelv ingafficlent,

Plreman Lemp Btuted that the losomoiive rode
well on this triy; that the sieed wag redaged to 20 or
20 milea an hour ot Campbell's Crosuing; 4het he thought
the train was deifting when unssing viroagh suyras; Yhat
tne angine throdttle wes not opened afterward, and that the
sreed wud 3B or 40 mlles an hour when the dereilmeont co-
curred. He stated thet ne did uot noties zny rough spots
in the truok Just bofere the derslilment ceovrred; &nd tnat
wnen his truln rescqsd tne gurve on winleh it woo dorailed
he gaw aparke "lylag, and the engine iruck left tue reils.

Gopdnotor uffutt stuted that whom ty o dercilment
oeourred ne wus in the flrst “ullman sleeping ¢sr, end tost
he itnopzht the speed #u8 pot nore than 40 milez an hounr at
the Lime,.

Flugmen 300ttt steted that =fter ke uccident he
went book to flag; he 41d not aee snytni.s on the track,
und consldered it us eelny In very zoed vonditlon.

Mvision . amgineer salker stated tant on April
léth, two days prior %o ihe wnte of mecident, he made an

i gpeetion in tnis vicioity, cul found mo tragk suffleliently
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rough %o lapress Lin w8 velny dengeroud, de Turther
ptuted bthet the exlmam supvrerevition on curves between
cwrtersville anae stlantse 1¢ six ineses, and he tnought
this wus sufficiert Lrovided the speed linlts vera ob-
gerved, He said t et 1v hes Leen inpozsible 10 segure
21l tne lywoe. repalrmen necsssary, e Industrioy slong the
line cfter hmisher . €3 wnd o gre.t wuny of the wen heve
Been araftea inte Jlitsry service.

section Joremsn Bramletll, who since Hgrek 14th
T8 in enarge o) L9 sectlon on which {he trein wus de=
ruiled, stuted v .6t on lhe evenling wvefors the .lerullment
oeearred he wlird over tte urack, seid close attsntlon
te 1%, snd ocongidored it eda Lelng in goad condition. He
atated tu-t on tne wornineg of April 17tn he found thut the
surerelevition on the curve wes vauldnly six inches, with
oo ingresse o, avoul nell «a inch sobth of vuare $ne train
waB luber dersied, e aald L.t il erdie.dur glece
of tracy J1id not c. ge nore trouble Lthan wny ¢l op eirder
pallsgted portlon ov itrsak, ans trat he ¢onuldered It pued
for & Breed of 5C milea an hour. He algso palid 1 ..t after
the gsgeldent he oxumlined the tr-ck «nd found swo foinis -
1ittle 1,% on bthe ineilde reil of t.o cirve, fust nerih of
seere tre o ive Jrugks mownted the roll, jectlun (oremun
Sramistt sbtated that rig cootio: sonsiste of alx miles of

nalp bYreci sud btwo rdles o1 alding; thot there was only
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one wen beaids hlogelf on his peng) tnut he was anable to
&% aore ien beenvss 0i vesrb., lodastrles .aying better
wauires;  that e hes not been able to lay nny ties ainos
taking oclurgse, or pro-©rly to amintolin the track, wlth _ie
wresent fores) and tnst e should have eiznt .em all tne
time,

Yragxwsliker Jonee stuted trat wuern golng over
the irtuk tre duy before trne uooident (¢ uid no! see any-
Lhing wrons with LT woere train lce 856 wus afterward new
rallod,

{raos Jupgervigor Aigue, in charge oi tne terrlie
tory bebween lortersviile wnd . tlante, steted that on April
1l6th he sosomianied sn bLospectien carty cver the tysck in
trne vicinity of the acolident, thet he found tce Lieg fulirly
vood, and thnt while the track wus eiigutly out of surfsce
end alignment 1t o not sulficiently 86 to cause deralle
ment. “o gtoted bhat there weg one Jolnt about 24 feet
north 6f shere ¢ ongine truck lofh toce rulls, wnich he
founa to be 5/8 incn. low wien trere wus an envine on it,
and 1t digpleyed evidence of a slicut cnurning; there were
alao Stwoe or three Jjolnte Just nordth of the une centlomed
which were about L/4 inen luw, but re thooght ezt wes not
enougn Lo osuve any rociklag mocion of an engane. e sald
tint nhe did not oconsider an- track ip ia Lterritury =8 being
unsafe, bub t.el 1t woald becuvwe so wit' in the »sxt 9¢ days

unless2 more hel, wes sceured,
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Locomotive BUS wue of the 4=6=2 lype; tne tLender
tad e cepoeity of 15~1/2 tons of voal wnd 8,000 pallons of
water; the toial wel, r % of snglns snd tender resdy for per-
vige wus oL6,000 .oundas., Iavestigution disclosed nothing
awvoat the egqulument Lhet mipsht jizve caused the trwin to be
doruileds

the firet pare cf dersilment, appurently wcde by
the lesdi-wy malr of waeels on the ungine truck, wes found
262 feet in on tne surve, on v« tle-plate cvutside the high
rall of tne curve. ihe tles were slightly surked for a
dlatunce ¢f 140 feet, the track then belng torn up for e
dlatance of SB0 feet. Phe toatimony of tue orew of train
Yo, 28 indloeted that the sreed of that traln wus unly about
40 miles an howr when the deruilment cuourred; also, the
goheaule running time of truin Lo, 90 between nmyrns and
Vininge is8 O minuptes, wnoereszs on thils tryip 9 minutes were
gonsused betwoon sxyrae il txie polnt of dersilsent, which
wes wnout nelf s mile portn of Vininga.

An Ins ection of the Sestion on woleh the dervile
ment occurred diacloned tiat Lhe track sus nov €0 waintained
as to provide the proucr degree of saf.ty; et one plsoe
four conmeoutive ties were found to have broken under the
rell, wnd meny spikes hed been worked loose and drawn by
vhurpniag of the reils; indiocations of ehurnin, were woat
comion under the inuvide roil of gurves u$ ploces wiere the
balleat gonsisted of cinders on top of stoncs and the olnders

red worked dowm belween Lie stones and prevented proper draine
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nees. On the ¢urve where truin He. 99 wwa dersalled, three
Loy juints were Teund un iLae inside wvail; the depresaion
i these Joints ws mewsered with the wreoker etanding on
Loem, o of toege, whlch were tuo f1fth snd third, rege
peativaely, north of tne .olnt of Arpsllument, #ore o/4 inch
low; the otrner one, wrluh wes tne firat Jjoint noerth of
miere tne truin w.s dersi.ed, wse 7/8 ine: low.

1%t izm obvionw, howevev, ihatl Such twaos condltions
ean not fwil to exiet woen the tracx rewmly -ang for Lis
sactlion, which comprieer & miles of main track ond 2 miles
¢f pldings, oonsista only of a foremmn nnd ohe MAR.

Lidle the ocausn of tale accident wis not defl-
albely determined, 1% ia believed tue® when the losomotive
of trelin ¥Wo. 90 encouvterm. the low jeints on the S-dagree
d0-minute curve .t & sypesd of 40 milew an nour o rooklng
motlion w.n 30t up on the ensine, end that when it struek
vhe thlrd low joint it rooxed sufflclently to rsige the lofd
fropt wieel OF ino engline truck over the rail und vllos 1t
to drop doun on ftre o.t3ide of the curve,

-getion “oremen srsmlett hud hed seven yesrs!
experience ln treck re.ulr work, sud had been In chwryge ef
the gection on wnich %re sersilment coourceu sluce MEroh 14,
1916, Tragv. supervisor alees bed nad more than 1b oare
of expeorience in trauvx 2ors, he having been emnloyed wn
Cther railrouds before eonterlny $he service of the Beshvilie,

vhi.tsanocgs & t. Lonle Relilwuy.
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