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IH RE INVESTIGATION OF AN Accn;fb/nfr 7HICH OCCUMEED OF
THE UASHVILLE, CHATTANOOGA & 87, LQUIS RAIL=
WAY NEAR BoTILL 37BINGS, TEEN, 0OF .-
ATGUST 1, 1919, e

September 16, 1919.

e

On 4ugnat 1, 1919, there was a8 rear-end ;allinion be=
tween two freizht traips on the Hashville, Chattanooge & St.
Louis Railway near &gtill Springe, Tenn., which resulted 1n the
death of 1 employee and the injwry of 2 employees. After
lavestligation of thie aecident, the Chisf of the Buresn of Safuly
roporta as follows:

The Chattanoogsa Division, on whiech this aceident
oeenrred, extends from Heshville, Tenn., to Chattanooga, Tenn.,

8 distance of 101 miles. Estlll Springe 1s located 77 wiles
gouth of Rashville angd this railroed la the vieinity of zstill
Springs 1s & single-traok line, over which {raim movenewuts are
governed by time-table snd trein orders, no bloek signel system
being 1n use., Approsching the polnt of ageldent from the aouth
the track is fangcnt for sbout 2,348 feost, followed by 2 l-degree
aurve to the right 452 feet in length, a tangesnt 1,341 feet in
length 2nd then & 2-dagree ourve to the left B2Y fset in length.
The eollision oacurred on thie laal mentioned emurve, 66 feet
north of 1ite south end, and 913 faeet north of a bridge over BElk
River, Jn the inslde of the curve on which the scoldent oocurred
an embankment rises sbout 10 feat sbove the track and materially
11.1tg the view of enginemen on approaching northbound trains,
Aporoaching from the gouth the track is npearly level to within

900 feet of the point of accldent, followed by 2 .97 per cant.
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esoendinz gradoe to the point of aecldent,

0n the day of the scoldent northbound frelght traln
extra 408, 1n aharge of kngineman ¥, H. Blessing and Jonduetor
Poa, left Cowan, Temnn., st 8,10 a.m., to do Bwitching work he-
twesn Cownn apnd Tunllshomay 1t arrived at Decherd, Tenn., &t
8,20 a.m., and upcn completion of the switching at that point
dapsrted at 11,54 a.m., conalsting of locomotive 402, 16 oura
and a2 osahoosa, aryviving 2t the souin erd of the Jstill .-rings
p2osing traolk at 12,06 p.m., the cabooss and 12 osras were left
on the meln track, while the locomotiva and 4 cars were ta:ien
into the sand pit, sbout one-fourth mile distant, for the surpose
of muuing a switohlng movement. 4t thia time the conduotor and
flagman exohanged duties, %the flegman zoing with {he nead sortion
of the treln to the sand 2it, while the econduotor remalned to
protect the rear -ortion. At 12.355p.ms, the locomttive returned
with 5 oars and had Just coupled to the other 12 ears, when north=
bound freight train lst lio. 42 approsched and gollidced with asxtra
402,

Horthbound frei . ht traln lst Ho., 42 was 2 test train
operating for the purpose of determining the relative efficiency
of hand and stoker-fired locowotives, and wss in charge of cnsinge
man 2'Tonnell and Conductor Wigge. This trsin, oconsisting of
locomotive 6563, 26 loaded cars, 4 empity care and a acaboose, left
Ci.attancoge at 8,10 a.m., pesped Dachard, the lasgt train order
offlce, at 12.27 p.m., and at 12,36 pe.m., while traveling at a
speed estimated to have beon 10 or 12 miles an hour, eollided

with the rear end of extra 402 near istill Springs.
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The locomotive of train let Ho. 48 csme to rest with 1its
Pilot| and f?OﬂtTﬂnﬁifn the rear of a flat ger of extra 402, wath the
'ih?ﬁéehed caboose of extra 402 on top of the loco-

auPol of the-
motiv v Fdir
t?nne& ané ‘hes

was demoliched whille an adj)acent cosr was dersiled and another over-

vgg\of extra 402, including the ecboode, were over-
3 ahmaged. In train 1st o, 42, & woodan flaet cer

turned, =£8 a result of the collislon Fireman Smith of train do,
42 wes.killedy J. C. Slescing, lockl representsiive of the 3rotncr-
hood af aocoq;tive Firemen and snslnemep who was riding on the
logon tive gg;trnin do, 42, was lnjwred and I, s :11lis, mechaniocs
draftsmen, who wns also ri'ing on the locomotive of trin Zlo. 42
Wog sli?hti;rinjured. At the time of the acoident & drizzling
rain wad falling.

wapinenan 3lspelng of extra 402 stated thet unon srrivsl
of nis train 2t dotll: wwrings, the loeomostive and ficot fovr cars
were uﬁﬁ,off and he toolk this nart of the train to the sand pit
where he left tho four eers and sicked up five oth.ra, returaing
then to the rees portion of the train. #hile his trsin was being
counled up: nis flroman eaw traln Yo, 42 approecaing from the sonth
and called asut 0 him, "Bill, I belisve they sve going to run into
us,"  Jhen the snginemon looke: out and saw that a collision was
lnevitable, he souaded the whistls to warn his bBrakeman who was
between cs ® counling up the =ir hose, angineman Hleasing said
that he heard no torp<ioes exploded nor any whistle sounded by
train do., 48. He 2lso gaid that sbout = minute elapsed bdtween
the time he first saw train No. 42 and the time of the collision

and he wea unable t0 pull hig train out of the way,
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Plagmen horvell of extra 408 ptated that on leaving
Dechord he asked his conduotor whether they wounld lesve the train
on ihe u=in line at &still oorings while cerforming lhelr dutiee
in the sand pil or whether they w.uuld t=ke the Lraln on to the side
trask, at the ssme time guggesuting to the eonductor that, in order
to s ve time, the traln be left on the maln track. e also mude
the suggestion to the conductior that the conduoctor proteet the
Tear eond of the tr in while he attended to the switohing in the
sand pit. e rocelved instructiona from hip condugtor which were
in conformity with hig sugpestions aand upon a_rival at esstill
o»ringe he went to the sand c¢it with the locomotive and four ears,
¥ithin = wlfehour they returned to the meln track with five cars
and he wag coupling them un with the belanee of ihe lrain whan the
collision vocurred. lagman liorvell ststed that he 4did not know
how far Conductor roe went back to proteet the traim, but that if
he had been doing the flagglng he would have romained sl the south
and of HElk oAlver bridge until called in. He stated thet the
eonduotor had not been onlled in when the ocollision ocourred.

Condvetor coe of exira 402 stsated that his train left
Legenerd at 11.85 a.m. snd ihat he had nv anformation concerning
follo ing trelne at that time, ilo gtated that ne had mede arrange-
ments with Flagman horvell Lo o to bhe sand v»it at detill Jprings,
thilaoking that the flsgman could issdle the work there more
efficiently than ke could. .hen the traim sto-ped at asiill
oprings, he started beer with torpecoes and went back to mile post
78, avowt & nalfemils distant, and there oleced two torpedoes on

the reil. He then oame back v0 tne south end of clk siver bridge
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from which polnt he conld watoh the losomoilve of his train st
work in tne sand plt end there placed one torpedo on the reil,
Jhau he gew his locomotive st-riing back to the wain track with
the 6 oars, he picked up the torpedo and started seross the bridge
towsrd hip train, He stated that the reason he atarted in ae
goon &8 he did was 86 that he could get in promptly when celled.
Jduogt before the kocomotive and five ezrs coupled te the atanding
ears, ue gaw train No, 42 eoming around the curve, &t which tlme
he wae abosut 20 per lengths from his caboosse. He did not hear
truin Ho. 42 explode the torpedoe: whioh he had left et mlle post
78, He gtated that he started flagging the spnzsaculng train ap
soon =g he maw it but the enginewsn 31d not snswer hleg signals,
although he tnou~ht he hed been seen, u8 when the trsin resched
the south end of the bridgef he gaw dust and send flying, indleating
that the bratep hed been sapplied in emergency. when the locomutive
of tr:in ko, 42 ocassed him he yelled to the envine crew, but he
Teceived n> responde. Conductor roe ptated further thet he conw=
slders 20 esr lenglths a sufficlent distenee to remain back to pro=
teet & train if the trwin is probeated by torpedoss farther beck,
and he ssid he would not have 1e.ained back farther to flay a
paggonger train, lie alae steted tral he knew of other instances
when Loveedoes nai failled to explode.

gnsinemen D'uonnell, of train io. 428, stated that the
ely brekes on his train werc tested beforo lesving Chattanooga on
the day of the adeldont and ¢11 were found to he working sroperly,
After leaving vowan he came down the meuntsin grade slowly, makiag

sbout 3 applieations of the braxes, and on esch occaasion the brakes
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worked properly. 31 Deq eréd he received z c¢liar bosrd and pro-
osaeded toward =still Lprinys. Lt Just about ine 1l @ he runched
the .arth end of the .1k 1iver bridge and while rnning a3t a speed
of about 25 miles an hour, +. C. Bles- ing, who was standing beglde
hinm, cslled omt to him, "look ouwt, Jaek,™ and at svout the same
time he grabbed iold of Lhe breke velve hundle, opened the send
lever <nd leaned out of the window, He saw the cabeuse of extra
402 only 14 or 15 esr lengths =hesd end snw & wan 4 or b oar
lengths south of the ealLoose, who he lesrned sfterwards was
Conductor :o0e. e gtated further that he reduced the snesd of
hig traln from 26 miles &n hour at the time .r. slessing spoke

to him to JO or 12 miles an hour at the time of the ecllision.
saplaeman o'oonnell pieted he dll not he'r any torpedoas Or Bee
the swmoke of extra 402 ag he upuorovached wstill Sorings, melther
did he nave any ‘wnowledge of extra 402 belng ahead 3£ him. He
stated that the tlme omrd sulhosiges extra tr-insg to run shead of
third cless trrins.

Travel ing r'iremsn Neal, who waa riding on the looomotive
of trenin llo. 42 and having cherge of tne fuel test being made,
stuted that approsching Zstlll Jorings he notleed smoke ncar the
passing track switch end remarked to .r. !lessing who was sitting
behind him thetl if that treln wes on the mein track, 1t looked
near. As traln 0. 4E nesgred Eetill 3Springs, he kept on looking
shead, but falled to see anything of the cuboose of extra 402
until the train hsd ~sssed over slk river Hridge. At the time
he saw th oaboose he mlso 25v B man with & red fisg; he

immeldistely rushed te the right side of the locomotive and reversed
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the emgine, Hnyineren O'uvopnell upplyvinm “ihe brakes inm energency
m A r
and openiny the sond lever gl ihc apme tiuek ‘He juiged that the

1

traln wns 14 or 15 eur lengtas from uhe Bmhﬂﬂ&t Sien he Plret saw

the flagman of axtra'éOE and tha. the flg\jrn W - car

1angths from the aabqosa. he esthataﬁ tha E}X&ﬁ\_ N bde 48
gt-$hst time to be 80 or <b miled an hour. He furﬁher gtated
that he ieard pmo torpedre: ax .lode.

Troinmegter -ibbot, who was riding op 1he cabioes of
train Jdo, 42 and ssglsling with the besf;catmtad Yhat Lhe en:ineman
ﬁiq\not exoeud 8 speed of 0 miles =n howr betwesn De¢herd and
Eat111 Jordine aund U12t vhe gpeed was sboul 25 miles an hour
soroee ..lkK f.v.r bridge. Jagt before the cabooge reached the
bridge uc fcll ths b akes go on w1 emergoeney and after the train
hare Tun @ dletunee £ not gore than 1b egur 'en tns, he folt &
gscond Jar which was censed by sti lking the caboose of extra 408,
e 41d ot hear 1.rpedies and coudd not roesll whether or not he
heerd & whistle siznel of :ny zlad anwroechin, w311l oprings.

Qonductor wiggs, ¢f tridn Ho. 42, stated tnat he henrd
no tor;auoes eporoaching a-till Springse. He f31t the spolicetion
of the brakes in enerpancy 10 or 12 en lensgths {rom the polnt of
eollision =t which iime ihe eneed was about 2b miles an hour. He
thought tht speed rud bBeon reduoed to about 16 m.les sa hour
when the eollislon oceurred. ' ne ptated that he dld not mee
Conductor roe befor. the scoident rocurred und doses not know
where he was located,.

Head Brakeman Koody, of trnln uo, 42, gtsted that he had

goase back to the eatoose t0 eat his luseh und wae washing some


http://'as.ll

v oighe
< 9 o flme M

dighes when he felt the brakes zpplied in emer; cpoy. Ho ptutaed
that the trein traveled a distonce of 7 or 8 car lengihs after
tha braves were auvplised before the conllision oceurred, He
gatimeted the speed uvf the train st 26 or 30 miles an hour at the
time the brakes were applied.

dear Brakeman Yerry, of train no. 42, stated thot from
the time the brnkes were spplied to the time the sollision oceurred,
the train ren s dist nee of 6 or T ear lengihe. He further stefed

that ne wenit back Lo proteel the reur of aisg train iwmodistely
sfier the mooldent snd gaw no torpadoes cn the track nesr mile
pnat 78,

Mechanigsl Ureftgman ,illis, who was .1dlng on the logo-
mobive of trainm so. 48 in conneetlon with the test, stated thaei nis
first intimsiion of the inpendin; nccident wns when ho heard !ir.
Blessing givo warning «nd the brares were a plied in emorgency. He
rtated he then swnng out of the winlow, sew tho corner of the osboose
of extra 402 just sheed, jumped off and wae knooked unconsclouve. He
astated further thet he id uoet Bee the condustor of extre 408 ut the
t1 & he pwung oat of the window.

George bendon, ¢olored, who livey nesr #lk iver bridge,
gtated that on the dsy of the socldent he ocame home for dinner at
12415 pem, &nd rnotloed & flayman stending nesr the north end of the
bridge. Afte h. hod rone ineide hie house to eat it eterted to
roin,. A rhort time later he henrd irein lio. 48 © cnroaching and
upon looking vub saw the Flagman runnlng from the caboose of the
standing train towsrd the sporosching train, «nd hoe judged the

flepgmen rag b or 6 car lengths from the ebooae st thet time, It
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wag hip suspositicn thet the flasmfn he sew nesr the bridge at
12,15 p.m, went to the ceboose for -helter when it stsrted to
relin,

Alvin Cook, employed 2t deivens Gravel rit, stuted
that he sow trein lic. 48 approaching ths voint of sceldent snd
potieed s fl= wen from extra 40R runaoing towerd the spproaching
traln, heing sbout 2 ear lengthe from the standin. csbooae when
he first saw him,

This acpidant wee c-uged by the #: ilure of Conductor
rog nroverly to cvroteet the resr of nip frein, in segordsnce with
rule 99 of the .aghville, Chattencogs (& ot, souis suilrond book
of Jpse:gtiny wulec, which reads In cert gr follows:

sien a triln ctope or le deluyed, uwnder elrcudnsiunces

in which il mey be siruok, the flagmwen must go back im-
medintely with stop si-mls & gufficient dictence to ingure
full protection, 81 which polat ne muil pluce two torpedoes
on ths rajl, twc r.ll lengths spart, &s & eauticn s2 nzl,
He may then return $0 - weh dintrmnoe from hig tr 1o eg will
admit of a etop slgnel belng glven to an =zoprocching train
by hand or torpedo in lime to »revent sccldent, where he
willl nlace one tor-edo on tue reil. .hen recaliad, he may
return to his train, firet removing the single torpedo,.
while the ststements 72f vonductor ;oe and other witnesses coa-
£lioet in rogard te hisg locotion on the arrlval of trsin lio. 42,
Comdnetor voe himeslt edmitted ihst he nad not been called in
by the encine whistle when he gtarted to relurn te his trainm,
end thot he was no ore than 20 osx lengths from his caboose
when he signalled the fullowing trainm to stop. weoording to
nis own statement, thercfo:s, he was not In seeition o furnieh
adequete proteotion for his trsin, wnd the fwet thei he returned

pearly to hie train befors being enlled ln indicstes a Wanton

diszesrd for the eclementsl prineioles of traln orotection. The
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welght of evidenoco 1z tnat he was considersbly less tThon RO

oar lengtha from the rear end of nig truln whan Lo, 42 mo-To2ched,
ilad & bloek 8ignel system been in o erntion on this line thia
aoaident misht have been averted.

Condugtor Poe entered the servige of thse Neshville,
Chatiunooga & ot, louig Rallro-d ss brarenswn in Jnly, 1892, sod
wag promoted to comdueter in 1897, dir goervice regord shows no
offerige of any great nepnitudes stonding : gainst him.

Lone of the emulovecs involved in viis secldant hed
been on duty in violstion of the -~rovisions of the ‘ours of

dervice Lawe

DuWedia



