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IR RE IAVEBTIGATION OF ACCIDENT OH THR NASHVILLE,
CHATTANOOGA & 8T. LOUXE RAILWAY, June 12, 1912.

On June 12, 1912, there was a derailuent on

the Rashville, Chattancoge & Bt. Louls Railway near Dalton,

Ga,, which resulted Iln the death of the fireman, one
sgction man and one passenger, and the injury of thres
employees snd sixty-twe pugsengera, one of whom died
sPtorwvards. The section hand wes standing beslde the
truek walting for the train %o pasg,.

After investigatlon, the Chlef Inspector of
Safety Applioncea reports a8 followas

Bxtra No. 179, the train involved in this
derallment, was a north-bound extrs paasenger train
caprying & Knights of Pythiss excursion from Calhoun, Ga.,
to Chicamaugs Park, south of Chattanooga, Tonn. It
congisted of 1 buggage car and & cornches, hauled by
engine No. 179, and was in charge ¢f Conductors Hill and
Adams and Bnglinemen Xitchens, Thia train left Callhoun
a fow ninutes behind its scheduled leaving time, whieh
wvag 6130 s, m., and left Dalton at Bil5 p. m. It was
derailed at a peint sbout two milea beyond Dalton while

running at a speed of approximately 40 miles per hour.
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The engine turned over on its side at the right
of the track, while the baggage aur was badly damsged by
being thrown against a small stone-arch bridge over Hill
Craek., The next three conches were deralled and over-
turned; the next two coaches were deremiled but remsined
upright, while the last car did not lerve the rails snd
was not damaged. When the engine left the ralls it
turned over in such a wey as to be alear of the psssenger
cars, and this no doub®t prevented the coaches from being
badly demaged or telescoped. The passenger who waa
Xkilled was in the haggege car attending to the lunches
of the plentic psarty.

This sceldent occurred on track owned by the
Viestern & Atlentic Railroad, exztending from Atlante, Gsu.,
to Chattanoogs, Tenn, It 13 operated under leasse by the
He Co & 8%. L. Ry, No dlock zignals are in use, tralns
being operated by train oroers .nd being spaced ten
minutes apurt at open telegrash offices. The track isa
laid with B80-pound peila, 33 feet long, with 19 or 20
ties to esch rall. The ralls are single-apiked, snd
tie plates are used, Thae tr.ck 18 ballsstaed with crushed
stone, and 13 well maintained, The grade from Dalton
north 1s descending for sbout two miles, but at the point
of the derailnent the truack is practically level., The

section on which this acoident occurred is ahauﬁ”ifven

/
miles long and was in charge of a section foreman and ten
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men. The foreman hes had 22 years' expsrience as a
saection foreman, snd is econsldered g thoroughly reliable
Men. -

An examlnaticn of the track after the derall-
nent showed that the englne trucks first left the ralls
on & eurve of about 34 degrees, leading to the left, The
alevation of the ocurve at the polint of the dersilment is
4% inches. The outside or right hend rail was mpuch worn,
The top or bell of the rail varied from 1-7/8 to 1-15/16
inches in width, whils the Gpposite rail had flattenaed
An pany placaes to & width of three or three and one-hnlf
inches. To remedy this trouble the elevation had been
reduged from 5% inches to 4§ inches. The first flange
marks showed on the cutslde of the outer rail wt a polint
sbout 1000 feet Leyend the beglnning of the curve. TIwo
rall lengths beyond this point the splices of a rail joint
were broken, and at this point the cars left the rails,
This rall Joint wis eleven rall lengths south of the
point where the engline finally stooped. At the point
where the engine trucka first left the track nothing was
found which eculd have contributed to the derallument. The
facing end of the reil at the broken joint waz battered
by whesl flanges, but this spperently ocourred after the
engine trucks were on the ties,

There are no speed restrictions gnverﬁlhg the
movement of passenger trsins at this point. Tﬁa traln

laft Drlton a% 8:t1l5 a, w., and the first measage relative”
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to the zccldent was sent at 3122 a. n. rrﬂé.a fara house
near the scens of the accldent. Ho one, howsver, sesmed
to know the exaot time of the derallment, so that it 1a
impossible to estimate the speed of the train fron the
tize consumed in running from Dalton te the polnt whera
the derallment occurred.

Engine Ro. 179 i» of the &-8«3 type, welghing
140,700 pounds on its driving wheela. The totsl welzht
of the engine and tender iy 133 tons. The tires of this
engine were found to be in excellent coundition, while

+examination of the wheela and flenges throughout the

train ahowed them to be in good condition and there was
nothing abous them whieh could have led to thia derailment.
¥hen the derailment ocourred tha speed of the
traln had not been checked. The engineman stubed that
he did not know whether or not he hsd shut off steam or
applied the brakes. He saw roeks [lying from undar the
trucik wheels and had started to reach for the brake valve
shen the engine left the rails and ran along on the tles,
throwing him around the cab. The englnewan further
stated that for severml months paat the track at this
point had been rough. The section foraman and other
employees stated that lest summer duprling extremely hot
voather the rails on this curve would frequently creep

and buokle, <::>
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¥hile it 18 impossible tc determine with
certainty the sause of this dersllment, from these
statements, and in view of ths regent reduction in the
elavation of the track, it 1is belleved that the derail-
ment was ocauded by the high speed of the passenger trailn,
thia spead probably being excessive with existing track
couditions.

All of the employees composing the crew of thig

train were experienced men wmith good recorda.



