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'kﬁlative to aceident on the Hashville, Ghnttannega & t.'Lauis Bnilway,_

Hovember 9’ 1911-

ﬁrafﬁ suhmitted by the Chier Inspector or Baraeyukypliances
A 48 a basis for the report of the Caamission.

On ﬁovémﬁér-9,71911; the !&#hvilia,'ﬁhattahﬂaga &
8t. Louis Railway reported by telegraph a head-on cclllision
occurring that morning near Dalton, Ga., between north~hound
extra freight train ﬂa. 174 and louth-hcundvfrei&ht train Fo.
19. Inapector Hays wés in the vielnity &t the time and made
an inﬁestigatieu. & synopsis of his repﬂrt is given below.

‘ Extra Ho. 174, consisting et thirtyﬁfive cars end
 hauled by englne No. 174, left Atlanta, Ga., st 9:30 P. W.,
Hovember 8, for Chattancogs, Tenn. At Kingston, G&., a sta-

tion 53.6 miles north of Atlanta, this train recelved an order

to meet train No. 19 at Dalton, Ga., 40.4 miles beyond Kings-
ton, after which it proceeded toward Balton.

Irain Ho. 19, consisting of twenzy-one cars and haul-

ed by engine No. 179, left Chattanooga, renn.; at 4255 A. K.,

Hovember 9, for Atlanta, Ca., snd rgached_naltan at 7:05 k. M.
ifter an additional car had been picked up at that point, train

Bo. 19 started on its way to Atlanta at ?:20 e Hf:\having

received no order relative to extra No. 174, and\ﬁt’7=30 Ao 3.,

at a point neerly one mile south of Dszlton, it collided with




' _; extra Eo. 174, causing the death af the ens\ eman af train‘ﬁo. 19.:

This divislan of the Baahvilla, chattannoga & st._

 -;£°u1’ Rallway is & single ‘”aek'liﬂﬁ; and in.tha vieinity of ;:£i 

-Ro. 7. .This order, however, was not dalivured to train Ho. 19 .

r-the paint there this aeciﬁent aecurredfrnns pnrallel to the

_line af tha 3outhern Railuay. Gting tn aateéal eurves the limit |

cf vision in either direction.is ahout 2,990 reet, and 1t 13

. difficult to distinguish on which line or railroad an approach-

ing train is runn;ng, Ho block signals are In operation. At
tiie tine of the kccident the w&athar was faggy-and cloudy., |
Train'drder No. 513, which was received by extrs No.
174 at Kiagston, reed as follows: )
*Irain Order Eo. 518 &tlanta, Gne

11-9-11.
To C. & E. Mo. 7 and Ho. 19. . o
Extra 174 Sorth will hod main trnck and meet
Ho. 7 engine 111, st Resaea, and take siding and
- meet No. 19, engine 179, at ?gigog, L
.e.

Train Ho. 7, menticned in the order, is & Iod&l freight train
running froa Dalton south-bound to'Atlanfaf Thia order was

delivered to train No, 7 at Bﬁlton,_and'taa'made complete at

4325 A. d. Train Dispatcher Thnmpaon-iﬁsiﬁts'thnt the order

wasg a&drassed to train Ho. 19 at Dalten aa‘nell as to train

on iis arrival at Dalton. The operator at Dalton stated that
hie did not remember elther cogying the ardar ar dalivering a

gopy of it tc train Ho. 7, slthough he admitted that ths sig- g

TN
nature on it was his own., His carbon copy of the order has

never been found. He also sdmitted that he knew the trains

s

were to meet at Dalton, but thought that train Ho. 19 received

the order to meet extra Ho. 174 at some point north of Dalton.
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After train Ho. 19 had picked up the car at Dalton he expected
\\-.
it to waig/fcr extra Ro., 174. ¥hen the train dispatcher asked

S~
him why train Bo. 19 did not sign up for this order, the train

- hud gone. The operator at once went to the telegraph offlice

of the Scuthern Reilway in the same building, in the endeavor
to have extra Ho, 17/ flagged st & station on the Bouthern
Railwey south of Dalton. .

Train order Ho, 518 was put cut for trains Nos. 7
ané 19 st Dalton st 3:55 A. K., Hovember 9, one hour before
train Ho. 19 left its terminal szt Chattanoogs and two heurs
and ten minutes before It arrived st Dslton. In deing this the
train dispateher viclated rule Ho. 432 of the Hashville, Chat-
tenooga & St. Louis Railway book of rules, reading us follows:

“Orders should not be sent a long time before

delivery, nor to points unnecessarily distznt from

wnere they are to be executed.”
In putting out this order at Dalton for train No. 19 to maet
extra Ho. 174 at that point, the dispatcher alse falled to obey
rule Ho, 434, regding ag follows:

".is far os practicable, issue.maeting and walt-

ing orders for trains before they reach the ststion

. &t whieh tralns are t0 be net or waitsd for."
Tbét this rule could have been complied with 1s evidenced by
the fact that train No. 19 not only lert Chattanooga, its ter-
minal, without #eceiving nrder Ho. 518, hﬁt passed two Open
telegraph stations between Chuttencogs snd Dalton, st either
of which it could have received this order. In sddition to

—

violating rules Hos. 432 and 434, the traln dispatcher also

- viclated that part of rule_Ba; 208 reading as followst

o
o
U
B




,_4_
< AThe several addresses must be In the order of
superiority of trains and when pructicable must in-
clude ‘the operator at the meeting or walting point,
each office teking lts proper address.”
If‘phe dispatcher had sent s copy of the order to train Ho. 19
prior to the time it feaehed Delton, at the same time sending

a copy of the order to the operator at Delton in aecordance with

rule %o. 208, the accident would undoubtedly have been prevented¢’~“:

Both the dispatcher and the operator involved are ex-,' -

perlenced men. All the employces concerned had had the required
amount of rest before going on duty and none had been on duty |
in excess of the statutory period. | f 
This accident was caused by the fallure or Irain Dis-
patcher Thompson and Operator Csrter to properly perrorm their
duties. Train Dispatcher Thompson failed to obey and be governr
ed by'rules gns. 432 snd 434 and issue train order JNo, 518 to
train doc. 19 prior to its arrival at Dalton. Gperator;éagter
failed to capy for and deliver train order No. 518 to train
o. 19. |
| - As & prevéntive of acciﬁeﬁis‘oflzﬁis chﬁractei, it
is reccamenﬁeﬂ thut an adeguate block signzl aystem be instal- e
lad. ﬂﬁd sueh a system been in use this accident would prnbahly
have been prevanted, notwithstanding the neglibent manner 1n
which the trnin ﬁispatcher end the operator perrormed their |
duties. R I
R Respectrulif_suhmittaﬁ;;;;; 
Chiet Inspaetar ox *:H
Barety ippliannaa.

P T
CoeTEER L

‘
‘

i
\,
)
|
Rl

y i




