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In re lavesticrtion of un aseeldent shigk ovcurred
op the Kashville, Chsttennogs & St. iouls
Hallwey nesr Atlantas, Gn,, on Bepe
tamber 26, 191%.

Cetober 31, 1917.

On deytenber 26, 1517, there wes & rosrecud colile
slon Detoarn s Prelpght tradn spd 8 froleght Srensler on
the S<ahville, Uhetinmooge & Ot, Louls Fsilvay aer ite
1oate, Gs,, whieh regulted in the injury of aelght emplovaas,
L°tor inveagbtigation of tiis acelident the Chiel of the
mresy of Sal2ty reports ez follo=st

This collision occurred within the yurd lizits of
the itlanta Terminal, on the itlants Divibion of the
H:ahville, Chetbtannoga & Mt, bouls teilvay, shioh yar’
s¥bends Datween Atlanta sand Solien, & distance of 5,92
alles, The xenersl course of the Ztlazata Divigion {s north
and gouth, but in the vioinlity of the sceldent the line of
track 1a sych thet southbound trslas rup iu sn onsterly
direction :nd morthbhouns tr«lae, correzpontingly, in &
weaterly direction; trsin movements over thie divistion are
sov-raed Dy timetzlle 'nd train orders,

iy Gowell, -hout ) mliles northr of Atlents aaticn
the tragke of the Hoahville, Lhattancers & 8+, Loule %ﬂizway
cress over those of the Zouthern “sllway Belt Line 2t grede,
eross0vsT movements beliny controlled by an interloeking plaut
opereted fron tower No., 1, loouted nt the oroseling, 1,2%0 feet
woat of whi'eh the gollision securred. The hoze intarim@kiag
glmma)l for southbhound treine {a loc-ted L7 Prrt veo-t @f the
eroscing md the distant signsl s =bout 2,000 fret west of
the hops algnal.

Southbound frelsht trunsler, ea route Lo thes Lrenaw
Ter polint of this »allvay =4th the Centr-l of Georsis Hullway,
conelsting of 20 loaded onrs Delnog pushed zhesd ¢f switehing
losomotive 470, was in oharze of fngine Foremsn Helmes und
Frnsinsman Lenisre Tt loft the yaxd st 81! "s Psrk, Liah
plase 13 2.4 mil=2 from Bowell, ut 10.21 5. e The 4lutunt
#tznal for ths crossing at towey Ho, )1 wes in the cxution
poeition, 2nd the tronsfer procesded 20 within shoutl & sar
length of the home signel, whieh »as i:dhe stop about 10478 pem.
ATt r tec or three minwes, wpon the alpnel haviag hean cle-red,
the franafer gvarted Corward amd had -oved seavrral z»r lengthe
vhen 1t wax struek froz the resy by tr-in Mo, U1,
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Southbound ioesl frelght trein -, 23, drown By loude
mtive 39, vug 1n eburgs of Conduetor Hotthews und Mginew
man Jonas, en’ left Leltan, Gu., 99 milzs north of +tlants,
sl 23.0 1. me At Evnnesnw, 2ﬁ.éé miiez from tlsnts, the
ernductor recelved irstruct’ ~as fre the ehie! disrstaber
to bring nig Lrain to Msomellis SErast, atlente, i poesidle
to Ac &5 vithin the Léehour seples 1izit, =hich eiplred Zor
thlr erew ~t 10150 p. me Tralin Hoe 27 pa-end Solton -t 10327
Pe Be, and al 10337 or 1017Y e ms gollided «itk lososotive
L0, while travelins 2t 2 speed 6f wbout 2% zilesm an hour,
At the time of sgeldent there were flve londed ours snd s
caboase ia trelnm Koo 2).

The polnt of eolllalon was oo &8 f=decree Llemingte
gurve o the lerft, 720 fest lenz, about 775 Teet beyond
{te vegtern ond. Thism eumve iz followed Dy » Hedepree
ourve to the rl.ht, £00 feet in lenatk, ~hich im turn
{8 foliowed by T4 Test of Laapsat $rogx 40 tover Hoeo L.
Asvrosching the sures no vhieb the suelient soourred from
tke yart at Blil%s Purg there Iz sn clumost uysbroken series
o enrv-p ranging free P o deryros Lo % secrews L6 mimutes,
The wollisl -z ocourrod or 2 lon: gtele s.provigeting nioe
Eal? of one par sent, ssesnding for southdoun’® Sroins,
Beglaning 2% Test vmat o Lhe ofat of teillsica 8t etfe
tlauin, to o coint 457 oot eurst of 11, there d8 . Lub
verrins in deptn Pron 25 o 50 feet,

Looxctlve 3% wez alichily dumagest, §¢ bring the
oaly 20t of train Ho. 0 to pusteln desayes The tonier
of locosotive LU0 , whleh wrp the rert struck by rais Ho.
23, zu¢ Toreed into the gangesy of the enclne, ‘estroving
the sngline cab; the rrar and of the tonder was Jeralled.
hE oz resuit of She colllsion the oll headlisht an losudoe
Slve LU0 wxploded; taa ey abend of §t wis fsnltod therw
by nd dmstroyed, At the tige of the sgcident the wosther
was clear.

The tlueteble in 27fo0t o0n the itlants Division sofe
12ins gpecial fnatrueti-ns poverning meain lias spuad rasge
i«ticme 28 follows:

*Hotw e flunte and Jolbten #1i1 trnlins
mu-l ryn s ap te B gble e stop R hin rangs of
vizinmn, Train ariers uiil st e re alred o tuoen
thase olnte,"

Seltohean domaun, of the trengisp, strtad that Sralns
on »hich he hua pldden have oftsa stono=d iIn thr out shere
the nexident ovoyrred wnd glvayg Less ;rotested by flax;
wad th $ in thilz inzlasunse, aboul 1% se@onds ~feor thes ¥y in
cees Lo 8 82O%, he sot down of T tho sold b end of Lthe grp.
n23% S0 Che ensine ead sterbed bHagl Lo flas, L gxid tht
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whaen hie reached thr Lo onder he lopead oo 0ur 4514 st pee
sayihiny <7 an suprer ehloe ereing H- *hes turned =nd gaw
a progead alpasl helrg glven b the niddle rrisman, Fee
turnofd £0 the gs¥ AaYt $o the eagine eod . wve Lhe snrices
|in = rrogesd &iﬁﬁﬁi, and the traln sterbted Tov.ard shout
two misutes sfter having ooue to a 8ton. Ee sald 1t ved
mov=d s hout L enr 1@&%&&5 vhen trein Bo, 2% coiiided »ith
1t, Switohnusn Hopgusm siated ik ¢ e remenbered ¢ Dulletisn
fuetructing men o uBse or- % oure a fls glug wnd menvione
ing the aut i; LA 14 t%a r eldent cgourred sz wsing™moe
o the moest danecopoug solnts -z the dlvizion,

Zngline Foremon Helms, ©f the trenufer, =ziasted th-t
be hed geen builetine lastructing thut trolng be protegted
By flag inthe 0wt ams thst, while 2ot soslitive, he
believed th t Swlitehsman Hsagum =t ried bdacx to flag ~hen
the ' remaler 240 o4 Berr tha Sounther . snilwey oerosaing.

‘faglomivn Lenler, of the trinsler, 2iatad th-t whes
1t oame %o « zto; ne r the Bosthern kaliny grow iog hs
paw the swlt ¢hmsn o the o-r i Trost of ths locont ive
ernss over $0 the leoft gide of the ¢y, oul of sizht, bl
thit he wvur o4 sone Bore Lhen = zisute and s hslf HBefore
ke returned an? gsevse kil 2 croossd sigmmal. He stsated thet
the Lranslsp »ug net alnyed mare thag 2 alnutes, «nd th &
eftor 1t ind prrocesded one or twe gor langths he saw w Jlnsh
of 1ight, 2’3 first timetion ofthe sopro-ch of trip
Ro. °3, jﬂ@% bhalore the eol:lslon socurred, £~ stated op % w2
2 rle shen Ltr.ine of which he v & englseman cume toe r 2top
<t this orossise he whiztled out o fleszmsn, but 414 nrt do
2o oon tnle ocgent~n, b oenusy of other dutien,

. inemsn Soncs, of tr i ﬁ@. f*, st o4 tho, while
not enmpelled to teie the teals ¢ ¥ipmelils firest, other
teafne hnd besn ploced on sidiace ’ar nia ?r&ia, :nd le
th= efors falt it w.p 2esired of him sad vzs kls dety to
4o g0. He siztaed th.t ho zmre Pazilisr 1th 3Re 26lo poe
wiriag treinn to be run %%i&@aa Solten agd Atlasnta Jrew-
paered to stop within rapge o vislog; thet hls trelrn -us
trevellngs ot too grest z 856 4 »1thin yord limits, Dut
thaet this war dune begeuze he wap onde voring Lo rrough
¥epnolla Stpeet sfore ere-~ding the lb-hour poviod ou duty,.
B~ sald th-t until neur the dlatant slgnal fer the B.uyiherm
Fallvay eyoszslias the speed w32 wbout 25 mllss zn hour; thet
he » 5 within 6 or 7 car lengths of locomotivs .20 #hsu he
firet sow 1t b & %the 8 oed of ki train was then 10 or 12
milez nn Bour; an? that ke a2t sace aprlisd the Brakes In
emersensy, byt the fmdervenlne diztancs wes too short to
parnmit of the triia belog stoy o bBefore gollifing =iik
Ieaaﬁatlve~&§ﬁ. He zaid that the roper speerd, in the
tnrorest of safety, would hawv# been sbout 6 miles sn hour
in the vieiﬂitg or'the secldent. Eneineman Jones stzted
that he had no revi‘usl{ found southbound trsins standing
there, but expocted that iIf any trsin wrg stsnding on the
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trecy 2he<8& of Bis teein 10 would he rrotectwd br 1o,

Contductor Eatthewa, of tréln Ho. 27, stotad that bis
train paesod Belton =t L0127 2. med the% the diatant slge
nsl for the Southern Esllwey crnouaing was in the caugtieon
pesition, the stesm -as abut ofC sod Lhr 2reln was 2vifte
$nz =4 b zvrrosched bhe ~olek of 2geldent, 2104 he gonw
sitared the pured 2a halng su’folastly wader goutrol te
stes wt the orossing. He siated tht ke wen riding in
the eupcle of tha aubopse »han Te first gew loaocmn*ive
420, th-t the Yrskies were o) iied is emergancy, ond th t
the sredd vss 7T or % xmii-e sm hour shes the eslilsion
pooyprrad, 3% 10170 L. me Oremdustor b sthess stated theg
he ons Temiiivy with the rules sovarains tr lg covesents
petvesn Holton «nd Atliants, =¢.00 ing ta viigr his tpin
ghould hove Bewn g0 run =8 Lo afait of {ts velne shopond
witoin raars o7 vislon., He 2«18 th-t hiz en. inegan coald
not szwe loossotive 470 unttl within & or 7 exer len;ths of
1, wnd that the 1ickt on the rour of th-t losc-tive =ag
aralng. wonduotor dotihexs 2ha% 4 Lhe the muced of M=
tredn wes 0 or 385 aller sn hour sz U pagssd 3cliton pd
srogneded throagh ths varde Ho mold th-t 1% wan 0§ ouse
togspy Tor nfz At bs oo tod wlshia yerd 1indte ot
so great o spsnd, =Lioh he raslized L0 » =uomieivz, Lt
he 214 not tese say steps Lo Lav: {1t reduged nogause o
=ffort ax belns ns & Lo presel Naognolis Stpeer b-lfore the
~xplrution of the Lé-hour peri.d oz duty, «3 & Zesings
had Sa g rroeived <t Henaesaw to 4o se 4 oy ible, and
beeause he thought the enz neman gnsw whal he wasg doing;
be thoasht 1t w2- o, alget the tules 20 aspldy $he ursbeg
fron Lhe eabnazs sicept (u case ¢ smergengr. e sald
that sk% 2l» upskes ¢ /Ll the ears in %izg trelin weve
ouerating 1 raz Trlve

Fiveman Morgnn, of trsin o, 21, wiop-d $h & Betesen

Aniton nad the reoipnt of scoident the apeed of 2in t pnin
a8 ocusiatontly about 25 op 0 niles en hour; that s
Enew thet Letoegn Blten nd 23] nie npsins were Lo he
TG &1 az Lo he =hle te ptop witin van o of wielon, =nd
Lhat thersfors the apesd sheypit not hevwe Desr pore than

L or § milon »p hour " tho eut whers the sonl’ant oce
gurprad, e BY ted, howey r, LB Lher wsre Loyiag Lo
rangl ¥rorolle Svpenrt BePore belng on “uly zore then 16
conssautive hours, o8 the conductad hed regelvsd 2 messese
Lo hriaeg the “ratn fn 1€ coszible, but the? that d4if net
Jestify the wiculotl o of yulen Dy pun 2z =t¥O T2t n

saed, 0% Lt they eould have tled u, -t BLil's Sowe,
tp {01t brem done -n pravl oue ocenaisos,
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¥i-sman Jockson, of braln Hoo 7%, & ated thed he -as
riding in tks eabroge sirroachin. tie soint of ae ident;
that the apced was 7% o> 310 mlles na hour <ud he reunrisd
to the grnductor thet if thst apesd -sre galnt igsd they
woiid Bit pomething b fors pesehing A'lasts, but th-t in-
2% mueh =2 thelr l6-hour pericd oo 2uty -« sonn to syoire
the gopdustior 214 a0t meke poy el fort te stop tha tp«in.
Ee 3 “ted thet while »n messnse Bl haen reesived ot ¥ounee
gsw, - Mring the train %o Atlente 1f cossibdle, there wiz
no xrtiovlar roassom why they eould n t havse tf%ﬁ up ot
E1il%s Pork or Howslle EBe s321d tht ia tdks vielnity of
the ceeldant the gooed sho 14 n t Bave bo B cpestsr then
10 =il 5 &7 hour In orde- to 2ncble tha trals to Lo SLOD-
ped »1tkia ranse o visien,

Braogeman Hashburn, o trin He, 73, whe weo piding
i3 theg-Urone, miated tLit the Sveed was 2% or ¢ glles
gn hour untli the gistsat zipn+l for the Southers Mellvay
ernsuin: was resched, whes % was roduced to 20 or % nilsp «n
koure Tirskamsn MeBan, %k wes alsze riding in the estooze,
stat-3 tht in kis oninlon 1he sueed wan 15 or L0 miles an
hour when his treln orsaed 4-iiom, nd ebeut ¥ wil-e »n bour
#hen the eoclligl-n eccurred,

Taruinsl Traigmester ¥oCors, of «tlanty, stst d tht
within y-r2 limits =21l itrelineg ars roulred o run propared
to stop withip rence of wislon. e 2sid tit ths eul in
which the colilisivn ececurred 1s oue 37 the wusl Asmssrous
vl -ces o2 tie dlvielion, +nd thet a sypemecd of zor than &
ar 7 allre sn tour would be unz:fe there, He snif that
ha hs? st leuast verbelly clven speeizl insirustions ihat,
&% an ocxtyrs nregsptlon, (rulna o.cupying the nmaln Lrucks
within yord limite, in ?hr vielanity of the yurd st Eill's
Fore ond the eyt aonticoned, should b~ 3ro.-eted Dy fl=g3
e thourht he hed slso fcsued written Insiructions o that
e’fect, but e o6ould Plod no gopy trorenf, He ptated tint
theze {nstruetis-ag had boeg pertlienl-rly izmpreszed nron
the euplovees coulns within s furisdietion and he found
that they -ore ueunlly complied with, ssperslelly in the
Fs2hi AN

Azcording to the testimoay of Conductor Hitheve,
trodin oo 7Y tans.d Dolton bt 10127 n. me 288 collided
with the trzaa®sr 2t 1083 .. B., B ving consumed & mioutes
patveen th two polints. Ihe dirtineces iz sbout =177 milen,
#nd the apesd ther-for+ must hoye syareprad 5% millear 10 hour.

i

Tils ec ident =az epused b irain Ho, % netne
<Atrn yor? Wides at fou BL- & vt of spowd to ensibl
the snginemsn %o £50, the Lrsl, »ithin renov o visioa, for which
Fngineman Jones and Conductor Matthews were reponsible. Both
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men iacwy thot the sused wag 400 #Pe § Detveen Solton «nd ile
poiat of solilslesm, I+ g onimgtor sistins 3h t he A4ld not Lake
ne¥ sleps o brlay the Ly B Lo & slop or hove the ausad reduded,
wn g effort vas belas aadte Lo Pesah Mopnclla Strest 0efoTa oie
gueding the lbehour pericd on duby, Sreaucs ne had reoeived &
museage Lo do 8o iT omsible,

Tarmiazl Troinmoot v Vebord elal 4 that ke had lseued
tuiletins Instructing creve to srotegt thelr trainz 0y fleg whan
oseupying the meln tr-cks In the oul »heve the solilision cugsurrey,
that Sels, ous of the most dameorous poalnts o0 the Alvislon. lo
gopy of say sush bulletin esuld be found, bSut zoze 6F ths arew
of the teeqefay f-velved Y5 tte gollision 2d8zlitted Rvins asom
sueh instmetiouns. Un er date of Jey 17, 1917, « bullatin wea
Laued owar ke alpnoturs of the superiot -adent, rrovidisng in psrmy
~& follow®t

®Lll tratne 58 wavwd earinss will run sn o~ to
gtop »i6hin rmnie oF vislon betvesn BELLYE U ra ond Unton
Depobt, ‘tlanti, TRiz Soesz not pelieve tralne xad ensliass
ro protaetisng = glrews tances say reul-s,”

Tha ¢ nettinony 0F = lovees lav lysd dlrglodad t2 % 14 4 eazt. vy
for fley retaztion o by «¢fprded trziss ote. 1z i1 ‘he

the Bouthesrn @il ev gps wling, But 1 thie ine apee 1he an.
3? e “pnnnfler 414 vt whistle sub » flag, Dresy-e 0f other dutles,
dhe trans® poeac deiayed only sbdost Lo minvter thoe, on’ during
th ot time Selteks n lomrum bod gmly sotien down off the go=r nout

Lo the saylaes nd joue buek se Uir ooe tho Lender oheap s oglronl wse
sivem %o prooe~d pf e roturned Lo ks for of the oxv snd Lr oG8
miti1ed e oprovesd al.mal Lo thr wiclnomsn.

Vaginewsn don-s cmcved L Prare 58 n S{regas s (23 rativey
rud 1 Feors ag mn enslneaman. L niugtor Balthews hoo berr em lered
79 geurs By thls oo peuy, having Boeoa s eondugtor Tor 1o yeurg, 2okl
rEaloy @y had 2ood ProeooriBe b Lhe 81 2 0f = osldent the grew of
traln B, ©% Rad Boewm on duty LY hours VY aloy oe) an thegrey of the
sransfor hat Y= o dutr zbatl ¥ hours.
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