
la re iave*»iK*t!oa of M accSdaat «Mab eeeurr«< 
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Oetober II , 1917. 

% ^efest e*at>er 26, 1917* there tree a r^sr-eas1 eol l i -
eioa b*t"r*#« « freight traia ea<! a freight tnaagrer oa 
tee S*«h*ille, C&»tt«aooge fc St. Louie Failvay a?* r At* 
itiatis, G*,» eft rfaulteo' Is tae iajary of elKht aaplov**** 
**ter laveattgntloa of tMa aceldoat th® Chi of of the 
Burnett of Safety report* M follo^at 

tfei a eollieioa oeearrei wit hi a the y*ra: itatit* of 
th* Atlaata furatlaal, on tb<* Atlaata X&Ttiie* of the 
Siah-viiie, Ch f̂-t»noo ?̂, & : t. kouie nail^-ay, -hi oh y«r' 
#rt«a<5a befcweoa Atiaats FM& 3olloo, » dSataaeo of 6.S3 
milt*. The #oaeral source of the Atlaata DSviaisaa ia aorth 
«a# eeutb, hat la the vieisity of the aeeldeat the liae of 
treek In each th*t *eutbbeua<? traiaa rua ia ea easterly 
iireetioa ?ad northbound tmia*. correaaoa^iafly, la a 
westerly streetieo; tr»in aoraaaata over tbia dieiaioa *r» 
«ev rat4 by tiaetabla -a* treia ordora* 

At liowftil, iboot 1 sail en north of At lent* a*atloat 

ta* tr»ek« of tbe XesbTille. Caettaaooca * a*, l.ouis ft* limy 
erose ov*r thoao of the Southern *ailvay Belt t.lae et ffn»*of 

ero**or*r aw^eeata hala* ©©atr©li*4 br aa lst^rloe)dLa« gloat 
©ferstei free tower l o , 1, L&MT®4 at tho aroaalac* 1*259 feot 
west of vh'ch the eoiii&loa occurred, ta* hose iat«*rlockiar 
aigaei for aouthbeuaa tr^ia* IN located f e e t -r@*t ef th«» 
orossiag sa<8 the disteat *l£a*l ia ••bout 7,000 f «**t -s-«?at of 
tbe hoias algaal* 

8oathbeua4 fr*icat trmsfer, ea r«<ut* tc tb* tr^t* 
far polat ef thie raii**y %ltfe the C«mtr*-1 of Georgia Itallaay, 
eoaaiatiaff of 2Q loadod aara beis* ?aaa*4 ahead of avltaala*. 
looaaatlvo 420, was la ©H»rg# of &$la* ?or«»a Belaa aa4 
ft««ia«aaa l.aai*?r* It left tb* y s ^ et ail'• a Pent, tieb 
plioa is 2.43 ail** froa Befell, »t 10,21 g. m* ¥h# <!i*t*at 
«t#ial for th"- erojislag at to«**r So, 1 is the e&utioa 
aoaitioa, «a& the trnaafer 3>roeee6«d to erithia (*ĥ out a ear 
l«agth of the home *i§aal, whieb %a* l.iaao atOfTeboot 10#7i 
Aft*r t«o or thr«e aiautes, mpoa th? ainaal h^viag besa @l#nre#, 
tbe traatfer 8":»rt»«l for^sri sat! fe»a ove4 »e*' ral oar leaitba 
*h#m i t VM» atruek froa tbe rear by tr-ia *©• 31* 



Soutabcuad loeel freight tr*la a*;?* fl* l r e » &y L O O ® * 

a--tivo } < * , I S etarse of Coaduotor tfntaewe aad famine-
a&a Joaes, «a* laft itos* Oa., 99 sst X-?s north of «*tlaats, 
*t BuM :-.* a* At L « S M # 8 3 « F » 2?#64, M I L « S fresa >tl«sat*, T B © 

e^aduetor R F E E T E S D ir.atruct' - aa fro T B * efciaf DIA;r»teb«r 
to briar traia to at **aolle *tr*et* Atlaata, If pocslole 
tc : it hla the l6»beur a#rfw<c? Halt, >MUi **pir«-l for 
T H I ? erer ~t 10i50 p# M * '*>.•*!» Me* .23 &*-4*ed ?k>ltoa >&t 10*2? 
p* « * , and at 10*!? or 10*11 y* a* O O I L T D O D with ioeostetiv* 
450, while traveliar nt a a j>EWD of *bou& 55 ^liee ea bwur* 
It the tiaa af .'.eeldent tbare «*re five Io»4*d aera aad a 
©abooae la traia So. 21. 

The P O I A T of collieisn w e oa a ilUsfawie 
earvfj to the left, 750 f e « T too** aboat f**t ba?oad 
its w*«t*ra E & D « this ear%« Is f?l loved hy * 6-«ferr*e 
crarve to th* rl>,itt» to f*et ia I « * » G T B # -M eh la tara 
i* followad hy r**t ef teareat tr*f*3c te tooor le* 1* 
Aorre«cblaf tb» minem r>® ^hiah the K T E I S E A T O C C U R R E D fr©» 
T B E Y ^ H nt Eill f e V*sr* tfe#r# Is «m *i»©*t uabrotcaa e*sri«*» 
of curv-o reafcia^ trrm 2 -.ie- r-«« te 5 4«-r«*«e 4a alautea* 
The eolliai'-a oc<nirr-?4 on a laor, r̂n^e *,.proxia)*tia£ oie« 
fc»lf of oa* p*r -seat, S A E E A D I A G for south-.x^a* tre is** 
Begianiat $50 F E E T veet -:*f th* ;-oiat of toil i«Ic« ; a<i eor.-
ttaalar to a volat 559 foot *a*t O F It, th»r* ia * -ut 
V * r r iai* 1*5 doy.th frar. 25 *o 50 

Ijaaaesetiv* 39? allrati? d a * A F * D , it l«*!r*f. tfâ  
O A L Y rt O F traia J-»c• to auat*ia <!**a*;E« ?h® t -r.der 
of L O E O K O T L V O 4*-0 , whieb »«a tb* part et rack hy tr*ia Ho* 
2% **« ''©reed iat© tbe geatgway of tht aaciae, ^aatroylac 
tbe aagl&a enb; th© r"»r of th« teader **e darailed* 
km & r«ault of T H E ©aXLiaida the oil he«*4Ueht oa lc;"-a<NO-
tiv* 4«0 #X;*lodedj t;̂ e o-.r <ibe*\3 of It w»a ifnlt-d tber--*-. 
by âd deetroyed* At th* T L N T E or T H E « E E I D E A T ih* *:.-r*th*r 
mm clear, 

tb* tiaoteala ta eff^et oa T H E Atlaata Eivieioa ®®a-
t̂ siaa *5.#oS«l I A E T N S O T I - a s »f*ia Ila* apâ d r**i«ii-
1'iticaa » S folio>ax 

"H."tv '-a t«atr: nae -"oltoa « i i x,r*lm 
eu • I r>ja ee T C b^ » H I « T C stej. wit bSa r*r.̂ «j O F 

viaiaa* traia or2ere «t l l E*?t be R E aired h ^ t ^ E E A 
th*ee %elr.t»*" 

S ^ I T E H K ^ m ii^amsi, of %h" lr»mf^v9 »t-"t*d T B A T tr-siae 
m vlA ch B ' S S rl€i«a fc^^e oft«fa »to:^«nd ia th* eut ^h^ra 
t&» ARRL - i e a t o c c ^ R R « : ! N N R T K 1 âys ti^s , roteet^i by F L E » T * 

**a-f T H t I A thie I A E T A S H S E , about 15 **ecade - ft «?r th* tr ta 
e«me T E m »to$>, he ^OT dcva off tt̂ . *out h E A ^ ot* tb-- err -
&<?*t T « tfc* ea^ine ea^ ©t̂ rta-d b^cl; to fi«*;* lr> m%£ th-1 
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«?h#n reached th" t e n d e r he loa#**d di« ^t sea 
earthtag %n e^re*-ehiag fcr&laj h** *h«*s turafrd 
a proceed algaal b«sl&c driven V the saddle ^ T " X M N N 9 re-
taraed to t h* e?r a*xt to ta* canine a-ad . <\v« th<» eneise-
m«n a ?reeeed signal, aad th«* TRAIN et*«rt*d r « r ard ffba*.«t 
tw slant ©e after M X » to s. atop* I - > sate; it ? , * § d 

awee1 t-fecnt I ar,R lengths mm trela Its* ?1 collided with 
it* Seltehaaa M»--iagsss stated tb t he rcnestbered a bnllatia 
instruct la;? to use ; : r r - t ci.r« ia fla. F.LN^ n s ^ station-
ia* tbe cut i.t ^ ' er the » eiSeat occurred "as 't*«litf # 
of the maat dia*'^r<ms ,>olitte j-s tb* divisive* 

Snglne 'ereawa H«i«a» af t h * traaafar, stated th t 
ba h*d aaaa bulletins instructing tts«t traia* be protected 
by fle« lathe aat| mi taat, while aot paalttva, fee 
bcll^vee: thvt Switatea Unarms rtad »̂ej£ to f i«r "hen 
tba f fer F t © ; > *>d n**-*r the fkmther •. ;-.>tllw.5r er«*?i â * 

'$&«tiaem«a L^&ler, of tbe trmtfVr, at»t«d tb*tt wfena 
it MUM ta a sto,. a©-r the Southern ftsll-.-av oraaJaf h# 
a?** the a«it eh&*a sr; tb* a-s.r In f roat of tba laec&'.t ive 
c**oe» w r to the left e!<5* of th<? a r, out of eS?ht, but 
tbvt ha n-t «*oae mar* tfcea a alaat* a half b*fer<? 
he r«*tar®#^ ea# gar* hi 1 -raeeee! al?aai* He eteted th*»t 
tfef- traaaf^r n*.t al^yed isere tbaa 2 s s i a u t e H , '.ntf tb t 
eft*-r It .-.ft* ? . - r a s * K M t e d ©ae or t*^ enr lea^tbe H * M W 9 fin *h 
©? lit-fet, h' 3 first l-;tlm»*ti~n «ftb# -• ,'pro-' ah of tr la 
So* ?3* ]m«% b^far# tfe# e - 3 i :!sios © « c % r r * ? d , IX^ s* »'t«-«J r . h t .• .-r. 

« r le atj®a tr*.,*r*a of «Mofc§ be > » « a ^ l 3 « 6 3 to r stoj? 
n this e » B a ! 5 f h* wfelatlei! out 1 4 flej-nta, !>ut >5!d a a t do 
»c o a this ocses**s» c h u . " ? of ctb«r <3otie«* 

?yi.. ltj«sâ n l<mtr t of tr la t ' !

t *f-' -d th' '--r,iia 
aot eo2sp»llrd to t^ke th* traia t *• .ca^il7 5tr-'*t» other 
trtlaa HR-n bean pi- e*d oa *idia«:# for Ids r»!s , ^* 
th*.'**for*s f*it it ĵealred of bin *arf fcl s duty to 
dc eo* H*» s;«tod th- t fe« w e e fftjiilin.r 1th tfc«? rule r e ­
al riag trala* to !>© res h?ti»«ett -*oltcc a»4 Atlanta jrf*-

p a r e d to stop »!thln ra»£* o *l*lcaj th>»t his tr*?.r. ; i i 
trar^liar to© ^r*'st e s^e d *lfchls y t r c l i s i t s , &ut 
that this w a » done b**e««s* b© wst eada M R L & & T & r̂ '̂ ^h 
Mei-Tt-llft Street '̂ ®f©r̂  ai:e™Hliag tha ifi-feoar period ea duty* 

s»l^ th»t until n̂ -.-r the dlat^at sl^a/sl for th® S uth^m 
Ealiway ereaalaii the apeed «ZHMT 25 a i l ^ 5 aa hotirj thet 
be w s wit fel a 6 or 7 ssr lea^ha of locostcnls-.? ;.20 «fe«s be 
first a©w i t | tb t the a; «ed af hie train wee th«a 1© or 12 
all*** nn hwrj an* that fe* at oace applied the hr*k®» Is 
«aar#enayt feat the Intarr^nlnp dl&teaee wa toe ahcrt to 
p*r^lt of the tr^la step, ed before eallldlaf *lth 
lasasjotive AS'O* Be e*id th«A th* liraser speed, la th« 
atorest of safety* w>uld have b«@n 'ibout 6 mll^s «n hour 
a the rlolnity of the «ecldeat. ^flneaan Joaee stated 

that he had aot previ usly fotjnd southbound tr^iae standing 
there, bat expected thit if any train w«a et>-«nd!ng oa the 



tr<kd£ «*h»d ef lit© tmts it «onl4 be protected toy flif* 
C^a-iuetor $l**tth«5SE, of train So* 21, ETATSD th-ST 61s 

traia paused Bcltca *tt 10;2? a*; THNT tLe dicta at »tm» 
a&i for th* &o*;tfcera &ail*»y croaatan ws 1B the eatifcioa 
position, the ateass -. ®s eb&T off -J-SM th'~ *r-in *a*I drift­
ing A IT SSRI.t̂ flisb^d tha -olnt of «eeid*at# N̂-'R TIE eon-
ei-*«r*$d th<* *u*ed »« Nal«# a«*fleiestly under control to 
Ctnp it the orenalag* eteted th t he ve* H^taf la 
ths eapci* - f tls* ciboaee *hea h* FIRST « « W looosso*lire 
420, ih-t tfe» br«-; «**re »?! Uti is «aer««acy# th I 
the epe%4 *a« ?? or ?5 s i ' -a aa a-var vh«a tb* eoliteioa 
occurred, >;t 10} 1 a* CTTSI*«oter * ?,th#*e S*aV>D th - 1 
H # familiar '-dth tb* r.-i.es e&tvr&ln? TR LA '&o*»«fcenttf 
between Helton At I TATS, *se„'Or iai to V-?-?.ch hi S* t r in 
ana*?!* tn# be<*a ao raa *.e ta n^ i t af its sein* atoned 
rithia r*av* of vision* L!@ IT̂ L<8 tit-1 HIS assinesusa CO'iid 
AAT mm locassoti^e jl?Q unt 1 i aithia 6 or ? e*R leaf tba of 
i t , <*a4 t the licht oa tbe r ^ R ©f tb~t loccc^ xiv-* «®S 
burning* ww^V,etor 3i*>tthe*s et*t- 4 TH/* TTE s&eed OF Me 
tr-.la *es 30 ar 35 ailee an boar ea it p-ieaed Helton ad 
proceeded THRC^NFE tbe yen!* H-*> as id TFCRI i t a a a- t sua* 
to«**ry far MR- tr^i T « b-s ar

 JP t*«d *<dtMe y&R-L lir-At* #t 
SO RT^ST ft '"-̂ ' 0»; fc® F-ail::*^ TO . ** *3C*$M*«, L>Ut 
he did aot take aay etepa to b«?~ It reduced ^ceauao aa 
effort belaf r* * to r*—eh Ji&trr.clle. Street b*-for«- tbe 
"ttplrutiaa of the JL 6-hour peri -5 duty, «» a aes-iage 
he-1 be a r*- ceiled *.t K«aa«aaw ta do a*> if pov -lbl^# aad 
B«CAM»« he thought tba e $ : i « i s &a«̂  wĥ t he VSAS 4o!sg; 
H® tJ*«i**t IT >-T~ 'v. -sleet tL« rules to SPP-if th-- *jr^*« 
F*roa tb«? eaboo-I* except 1c sa®e ef «*RG«mcy* K» #^id 
that the ftlr r̂nicea e< all TH*^ cars ia hi a tr«?a were 
a^ratla#; j-rop'.rly* 

?l**«as Mo f̂na, of tr.'.n ^o . -'"t.^t -4 th t b t---̂ #n 
•feltos N.n:'. th** o!ot cf ^'jel^cat th * gp#̂ d of Ma t rata 
*«» coaalatnatly SFEETIT ? 5 or 1 0 alios as hear; tMt b.m 
kn r̂ th't b*»T *en S iter, a<J *tl S T « ".rnina *er# to b« 
rsn a« «t to «tbie te etos> wit Mn ran •« of vl alcn, ^al 
th»T THrrefor* the apeed sh^al̂  n.->T b^ve heea were tban 
i or 5 3TIlos *a beer * • TH© cut ^h*r̂  th* cct -'ent oe— 
E T I T S D . i-> at r,*d, Ywev- r, tb / the? W**RE try' ^ te 
reach X»fsolle Street b-»'fcr* beisj? oa "?aty ««r<* thw-n 16 
€oa*»*IEATLTE hears, THO coadactor h«»«J r«vaei*«d a «aaae*?e 
te bria^ THE * R « T : ; ia If csislbie. sut tbat that di« NET 
jaatlfy th" viol ti & of rules by run ia ,̂ sttaa s-.r-'-at a 
®5^TD, ind tfe-.t th-r.y 1* h«V** ti^S '-t H L L L , G 
«--a h * i B^TA Sose pr̂ irl as acaial^aa* 

http://-i.es
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fl-'feS-m J^cKson, ef TMIA Mo» 7% •* uted TH't FEE *«as 

ridfag LA TH* eabooa* ei-'/roachia-". TC® poiat OF ®# ideat; 
TH».T TH* CP-CS-d 25 o 30 mi LEE «A HOUR -.AD HE re&arked 
TE *b«? ER-nduet OR TH*- T IF th--T AP««D *'er* SSFTINT.-JÂ J THEY 
w-UD FELT aeaethiaft A* FOR*-* rê aaJat* A'.laata, HUT th t LA­
TA ssueh «.S their 16-hour pericd oa DUTY eoen to *nrpiRE 
TFE*> e nduotor LID art aak'e any EFFORT tc stop the T r\ia. 
!# s^'ted TFC T while * SEEEA^ B«;S b«*A received U E»RAE~ 
ae«# t- aria* THE traia TO Atlaats if paaalala, THERE » M 
AO P*IR'TLCA»ler r-'-E«ON WHY TFE*»Y ecu 14 a t FCEVE tf<N! UP VT 
BILL** Ttrtk or Howell* HE **Sd TH< t IS THE irieiaity OF 
the -CEIDEAT TH** *̂ *E<J eh**%.ld r.• T fe*?** BE* A #Te«T*R thea 
10 ail 1 £n HOUR la or le- TE -SUABLE the. trnia TO h#» stop* 
ped vittia r*a.':̂  o-* fiel^o. 

S?s.&mi»® Meahbura, EF tr.LA H>*» r i # *HN RID-lag 
IA TTSEE'a^A? ,̂ STSTED th AT TH* ®j?**@D CR 1C «i i*» 
* » HOUR unti 1 THE distant fifa^I FOR THE §01* THERE I**IIVEY 
ORO5,«ISJE wse R«»»{thoa, >H*A IT VAJF reduced tc 2:- OR atl^r "a 
hour* TJrekaaiefi Mefi«at mi.* site rftftlaa. IA the eetaose* 
ET*V'4 TFE:T IN hi* opiaioa lb* ayeed 15 OR 40 » i l«» *N 
HOUR WHEA Ms TRAIN p^n-mft f*:ltoa, • ?T»-UT 3i> &il<-s -A HOUR 
*H*a THE eollial?a oeearred* 

Temlaal TRALAASST-MR tfeCor*?, of '-tiant r, *TEI"4 th*T 
wit Ma y rd IIRITA NII Tr«!ae arc R--";UIR*4. TO rue pr-"JWIR«d 
to FIT op WIT HI a REAR* OF VLEIOA* H« SAID TL*?T the eut ia 
WHICH THE collision OEEU.̂ red IE OAE OF tBE isoat D*5A£?ROU* 
,~ 1 OEE o'? THE diriaioa, -MD th? T a apeed OF sor thnc 6 
OR ? all?* ea HOUR mml& be UASAFE THERE. BE ar>i<l th^t 
h* HE-! et l̂ HST verbally ,CIREO epeai&l iaetruetioa* thnt, 
en aa fcxtre j>R^a<iutloa, tr*..!a» o cupyia* tho ssaiiv tr«ck* 
WITTAIA y R<! LINITS, IN. ? !^ eieiaity OF TH* y*rrf Htli»g 
? -RK TFC** iwjt aeatir>ae«!t ah^uia H- »̂RO. -«T*--d ay FI«G; 
h® thought h*i tmi & l m ISSUED wrlttea iaetruetieaa to TFETT 
EFFECT, HUT HE m u M FLAD ao c®;-y t l - ^EF, !I* R.T .T*-4 TTET 
t*:#@E iaetruetiraa H?NI h© â perticul rly IAFR««^T«€ U>OA 
t.fe* evtployea* eeaia^ wit HI A Ma JURIFDIETIEX «ia-'I h# fouoe 
TFCST they >*R» UEM«LLY eojspliaa -"-ITH, *apt»*ially ia THE 
E«T» 

A2©er<5IIA£ TO THE t^etiaoay of Coadaetor - TH*--'*, 
t r ia Sc# *i 1 d 3oltoa -t 10x?7 t>. a* oeilifled 
^ith THA trxa«FER 'st 1 0 s 1 3 . • n.t Iveiag eaastaftd 6 AIAAT^A 
H«TV-eea .TH- t-^o ^oiata. the DIRUAEE is «»HETJT 3 * 1 / 7 a i le» t end TH* A?*-;*-SD TH^r^for* saiet, B«ee *%ver»:red % r i n l iec -SN HOW?. 

Thi a AC' ideat «EE eaaeed tr- tr^ia Flo. ' 1 >-*n? o-^r T •« 
-4 THL a y*SR*. l i ;it A at tea HI *V « ?*;-T- cf s;-eed T«-- ea*BLE 
tti# *npiae«BN to ?to; THE i ts! ; MTHIN RR.R*..-<' OR viuioa, f o r ^ l i c h 

ENGINEMAN JONES AND CONDUCTOR MATTHEWS WERE REPONSIBLE. BOTH 
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m e s k a e w t f e ' - t t h * speed was to© r r « * t b r t v s ? * © * Soltoa n a d t b e 

? o i « t ef o o l l i a t o o , th? a - < a l o o t o r elation t h t h e did a o t t e f c * 

" . r » y at*** t * ^ b r i a r , th* TR* a t © a s * t o p o r t h * *>*«d. r « d * * & * & » 

t a e f f o r t >-a* sein*? t o r # « b V - ^aoiia S t r e e t a-'-for--.. ® x » 

eeed^ac t h « * 1 6 * h o u r juried oa d u t y * beeaucs he b * d r © e * i * » d a 

a e a a a j t o t a d o ao i f possible* 

? « > r s s ! « * l ? $ v i & * v ; c i r H e C o r S a l * i ^d t h a t h e feed i*saHL 
hut L e t ia* i a e t r u e t i a f e r o v * t o ^ r o t ^ e t t f c e i r t r f i i a e a y f l « f wfe*a 
ecseu$yla& t h < * maia t r e k s i a the o u t is-be*** the eolll&iea o c c u r r e d , 

t f e n t IMI'IT © a r of t h e a t o * t d a a r . o r e u e p o i n t * th* d i v i a i o a * rte 
e o ^ y e f t a ? * u o v b u l l e t i n c r > u i i b^ fe-ua4 # b u t ees* o f t b * o r * f w 

o f t h * ' transfer i r . r a l e e d its t h* e o l i l a i o a « * e H t e d a ^ V a f a*«m 
a u e h l a a t r u e t l o a a . $a**r d a t e o f li*y l ? f 1913* b u l 2 « t i a « * • 

is-sued 0 ? * r t h e e ! r « < t t u r * o f the eup^riat-•aSeat* T / r ^ T i i i n ^ TN ? * r t 

" » f o i l o ^ a t 

•All tre*n* e a s ? l a » e ^ i 11 r u n * e « - s t e 

fit©?* *lthl& rasa*** o f r i w i o a b < t e n Bill** I J r * s a d 8aieo 
E e p o t , * t l « n t . % . ? > . ! » wit r * l i * * « t r * ! n * » i d eafiae* 
f r c " p - r o t = > e t ! o f • ? e l r c ' - r v * « a c # « a n y r ^ u i * * * * * 
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