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INTERSTATE COWIERCE COMMISSION.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THT 3URTAU OF SATETY IN RE
IFVESTIGATION OF AF ACCIDENT ~“HIGCF OCCURRED ON
THE NASHVILLE, CJATTATOQGA & ST. LOUIS RAILVAY
NEAR ADAIRSVILLE, Gl., OF JUNE 19, 1924.

July 12, 1924.
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To the Cormission:®

Cn June 19, 1834, there was a head-end
collision bet~eon 2 passenger trein and a Tork train
on the Nashvillec, Chattanocga & ©%. Louis Railway near
Adzirsville, Ga., rszsuliing in shc death of tarec em-
pioyees, an? 1in che injuzry of sS1X passcngers, seven
persons carried under coasract, and seven cuployzes.
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Locatvion za? method of opsration.

This eccilent cccurred on the Atlanta
Division “thich uxtends bzev-zen Atlansa, ¢3., and
Chattanooga, Tenan., a distance ol 135.81 milss; in
the vicinity ol the poins of accidenc this is a siagle-
track line over which trains are opercsed by time-tahle
enl train cricrs, no bleck-sigaal sysiem ollng 1n 11se.
The accident cccurrad at a poiat svone 1.81 miles scuth
of the sretion at Adairsvrille; aprroacking this point
frem the north the track 1s tangent a dissance of 1,020
fzot, then there 1s a 1° curve to the left 830 feet 1n
lengnh and tonzent 1,430 feet in length, Follo~ed by
e 1% 587" curve wo the rizht 1,393 feet in lenzth,
shz accilent cccuring on this cuarve as a point 810
Teetv from 1ts northarn end. Appreachins whe »o1nd
of azclieat ITom the soush thare 1s a 3Y 6! curve
to wae rizht 538 feet 1n length, end a sanzent 132
Teet 1n languh, fcllowed Dy the curve on waich the
cellisicn occurred. Ths srade is slicghitly ascending
ror soutnhound treias, Teing 0.57 ser cent af the
point of azccident. The coll:ision occurred about the middle
of a rf11l 3500 fect an lenzioh znd 14 feet high, cut
penks on both ends of *~hich TesvTicu The vieT to
the leasgth of tns f11l. It vas Zerlizht and the
—gz :har 7ms clcar 2% the time of “he accilisnt, which
cccurred av 2.08 a.u.



gscripivion.

Southbound pagsengcr t-cin Ho. 3 consisted
of cné exprzse car, one hmll Czr, Qn& DHILIAZE CAT,
1" 0 coaches, znd whree ~“ullmen slvepln; cars, 1n

the orfer nemed, sil of ali-stacl CoASGTUCELCA,
hauled by engine 231, #nd —+as in chrrze of Coniuctor
Dycr ané Encinca n Stozle. I 1.5 Chatuanooaa,
Tenn., at 2.53 a. m , on vime, arrive at Acalrs—
ville, Ga., at 4.5 a. n., ouua"¢cd at 3.05

a. m., tarcec rimmtcs late, 2nd 2~7 —=rocecdel about
1.5 m1les vhen iv collicdel 1%l —ork 23
traveling 26 2 speed es.imesel o heve
55 and 40 milcs an hour.

Tork extra I83, -t thaz tim2 of she acci-
dent, coasisted of a catocse an cae czfv C:T, Hoth of
Toocen coasgruction, wauled by ongins 383, and vas 1a
ch:rze of Confucver TJeyac aal Tazinamen Ro sertson.

Ts 1a7% Kl--auOﬁ, Ce., a0oToRLAT vEly 8.3 nxles south
the gcoint ¢f sccil’cnt, ~nd a%s ~hich poins 1t had
tied up the praccciag evenint, -v 4.30 2. ., accord-

lng S0 the train shaest, pe2ssel Trlls, et thich poinw
1t should havs token vhe 810103 for crain o. 3, and
h=¢ sroceeled a ciscanes o about 3L .1las whon 1t
colliced +with %raain Ho. 3 ~hile wraveling at a spead
cetimated to have been Tavveca 30 and 35 milses an asur

Th: Jorce of the imp-ct dreve rork e4tra
383 bveckTard a distaace of sbous 40 foes, turning both
cngincs over domn the {11l on che inside ol che curve
and nrecoicelly demolishiat cnzine 383 an? oag1y
¢era~ing cnrmine 551. The cehoosro 2n” czln
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the -ork cxorae —wre alsc hally Jemaged. The l;azlaa
Truck of the egpress ¢z, thi "1 st a~r in srain Ve. O,
7as worallad. The employzes kiilcd aore the SAL1nca8n
end fireman cf che 7Tork exura, and an 2aZSine ~asce hman
wro -8 riling on she cnzinc of the vrork cxtre £t the

¢ime of che collision.
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Sitmarry of avidanca.

Co "fu“tor L, L. Pzynz, of 7ors oMwrl a83,
s¢zced thet he vas called 25 4 ~. W, Jor Cusy & 4.30
a. m., 207 h2t upon ruporitinz no rec.1ved thi usual
—cre orlers teozachoT —ith scveral ocher orvers .ct
involved in this aczifenc. He “elivare? Spcscé orxders
S B _riaeman Totorbtson aad et the szue tise informed
awr :hat they woul: clear wraia No. 3 av H:1ils., On
acecount oI havias (o turn the eanglneg heé salc 211s [raln
¢id 1ct Jepert Ifrom Hingstonm until £.48 a. 1., ovL
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as S_2in Jdo. 3 1s 20% fus et Folls aatil 3.10 a Ila
re coasiderecd therz was a.pls wirs To ¢ to Halls.
Ee srowed the %rz1a orie~s wo both che brokemza 2nd
_1:5man ane ©ol. soom vhs3y would clecr sroin Ho. 3
lzlls. Ehootly =fter ~_pertinz rrct 1msewon
Oon;ucuor ¢@§n3 g2l1l ne ook & position 1n sal cupola,
vhils The brakeman an: llazmwan uere & zasel 1n sroparing
breckiast, ani zs 214 o Q«Elﬂ shink of Tra1in lo. 3
until hs s¢~ 13 2prroachlas Jusst tcioic vhe collision;
he could not accownt Tor nis azving Torzotien aopout
that crain., a2 cssimzted the spesl of nis Tralin Juss
orior to ochs collisicn ©o heve peen bes—cen 30 aad 3D
1"iles an hour. Cocluctor PcYﬂ 217 he hed comparzd
Time vith Enginemaa Toborisca melore lasving Kinzsson,
227 ¢hat the sacinenan s-oned ©o De 1n 21s usual
CoN-1T10u.

Flemaan Refgan, ¢f Tors onora 503, S562Ged
th-% he Cid a0t for.ot zbous srean I"o. 3, but a8 he
Tas engrged 1A proparin: Broaklsst e as (eczallng
upon Confuctor Pevas tc 3.2 wa~%t thov cla-red ~heh
srain 2% Halls. 3Brrkemen F. L. Peyn:s s21d he 18 40T

cod thz criers raccived &t Zoa_ s8ton s MAGETBSTCOC0
thit ris ¢rala res 30 olerr teein o. 3 23 Zalls,
end orils he Tas 23sistin: Jla-gan Reeran pripzre
brzak 2ss ks vas 2lsc v21tinzg Jor J..mlgesan REDoToscn
o Tolfuce spest 2o0-Toagnaz Jalls ~ad 28 nrepared 16
2ttend 5o cho g.itch on couerins the silini £t thag
Doint. He said ko ves uwnAaErs whF o Rls ¢fla had
pessed Zalls.

Eaziacmen £%e:lz, of train I'o. 3, s21C ne
W27 nc ao~le’~e of TOork oxtre FED aasil ke saT 1t
807P102Chlal SOOUT - ; 1s;80%,

vr ¢ rfiva car l1.agtas
©h speed ol 1le Srzla &5 Tats ol.e o Iolnz
Qailcs =a hour, £a re 2% once agrlied the zir brzkes
1n zmergency an” gum;ef. The :cstimony ol ~irasman
Chzgtaln corrcboraces ohat of Zainczgea Sseelas, “nile
tAa. testiroay o ochor .iercbers ol the crzv of

No. 3 Tevelone? nmoshin: "urshsT o LApQTiedce.
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Ccnelivsions.

This accr enc "Es5 caused v -ora Lxiwe 383
Tis110l LE21n36 2R 0z coging sVpLTloT fracLa W15O0Ut
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LTIEn vere wallcod
TWA50D 0T chldr
20ASUTCoT, 10 &VET,

As a2 zasilneman sal Jiv
there 18 0o *ay of {coaemainial th
havin: ovorloozed srein -, S, the
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adwmittec to=t he crtirely forzot about train lo. 3 aiter
leavans Fiazston. Brakcman qunﬂ anc _]agw@n Reagan
szic whey ware & ~rz that sheir to2in 725 tc zo 10
“2lls for train uweo. 3, yot both ol them aoperently
epended eavairely apon che conducter to s.. thzat they
cleared tvhe vime of trzinm No. 3. Hal either

chesc emplovees beca srepszly asscabive to kis
duties he vould hzve reslized vaat als train was
passing Fells anc could have takea such action as
7as agcessary to bring ths frain tc = stop. For

such neglizence there cea be no cxcuse an? both must
shzre with che engiacman anc conductor the rosponsivility
Icr this accident.

This ecci.sent azean calls ettentzon to the
inasrent wesknecs of che human slzment ia frain operatlon,
enc. the necl Tor some form of aviomatic c¢wzin control
fevice waich 11 inservzoeant t.orse ccatrol of the vraln
“hen ior any causs 3 ¢reT overlooks an aproaching
Cpo0sS1ing ~Taln. =20 guch & fevice H3Ien 1n 83TVICE o4
thls rallwvay This accifeat voull aave Heza o reventzad.

Is 15 also proba®le <hee 2t —cull aave oles avertsd had
a vtlock siznal seysce.. besn 14 use. 1t iIs trouznts that
the density of tra’Tic, 7Lick 1s 13 vhrou h =rfins {2ily

oot

2% this taime of the vear anl of zrsatir ~21s51%7 JUuring

the minter season, -arrsats the ingtellatioa o such a
system.
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None of The erployees iavolved 12 tais
acciient hal been on fusy 1a violasion of aay of tho
provisions of the acurs of saTvice law.

Ferspecersludlly, submigred,

Director.
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