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To the Commission 

On I.larch 32 , 1 9 2 K , there r a s a head-end c o l l i s i o n 
b e t w e e n two p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s on the l i n e o f the M o r g a n ' s 
L o u i s i a n a & Texas F a i l r a y and Steamship Corrpany, Southern 
P a c i f i c L i n e s , a t R i c o h o c , L a . , r e s u l t i n g m the dea th of 
6 p a s s e n g e r s , 5 emp loyees and 2 o t h e r p e r s o n s , and the i n ­
j u r y o f 3 p a s s e n g e r s , 6 e i r r i o y e e s and 4 o t h e r -nersons. 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the A l g i e r s s u b d i v i s i o n 
o f t he L a f a y e t t e d i v i s i o n , e x t e n d i n g betveen L a f p y e t t e , L a . , 
and the ITe- O r l e r n s t e r i r m ? ! , a d i s t a n c e o f 144.6 m l e s . 
In the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e r t t h i s i s a s i n g l e -
t r a c k l i n e o v e r v h i c h t r i m s are o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e , 
t r a m o r d e r s and an au toma t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l sys t em. On t h i s 
l i n e , eas tward t r a i n s ere s u p e r i o r by d i r e c t i o n . The a c c i ­
den t o c c u r r e d a t a p o i n t 887 f e e t e a s t o f the e a s t p a s s i n g -
t r a c k s w i t c h a t R i c o h o c , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 92 m i l e s v e s t o f 
Hew O r l e a n s . I n the v i c i n i t y o f the po int o f .-accident the 
g r a d e i s p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l , a p p r o a c h i n g from the v e s t t h e 
t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s and appro a e n m g froir 
the e a s t the t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 1,322 f e e t ; 
then t h e r e i s a 1° 4 0 ' c u r v e t o t he r i g h t 1,500 f e e t m 
len.T+h f o l l o w e d by t a n g e n t f o r 152 f e e t t o the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t . The p a s s i n g t r a c k a t R icohoc i s l o c a t e d on the 
south s i d e o f the Tiam track -rid i s s l i g h t l y l e s s than 1 
m i l e m l e n g t h . The re i s a v a t e r tank l o c a t e d on the n o r t h 
s i d e o f t he mam t r a c K 3,939 f e e t w e s V o f the e a s t n a s s m g -
t r a c k s w i t c h . The s t a t i o n s i g n board i s l o c a t e d 2 , 5 1 1 f e e t 
w e s t o f t h e e a s t p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h and t h e r e e r e t v o 
road c r o s s i n g s l o c a t e d 2 ,473 f e e t and 1,062 f e a t , r e s p e c t i v e 
l y , west o f the e a s t p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h . 

The au toma t i c b l o c k s i g n a l s on t h i s l i n e e r e o f 
the tv o-TDOsit ion, l over - c ruad ran t t y p e , home s i g n a l s g o v e r n ­
i n g the movements m bo th d i r s c t i o n s o r e l o c a t e d o t each 
end o f the p a s s i n g t r a c k a t R i cohoc and t h e r e i s a d i s t a n t 
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s i g n a l g o v e r n i n g westbound movements l o c a t e d 0 . 5 m i l e e a s t 
o f t he east p a s s i n g - t r a c k / s w i t c h , and a d i s t a n t s i g n a l 
g o v e r n i n g eas tbound moveT^nts l o c a t e d 0 .6 m i l e v e s t o f the 
w e s t p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h . The c o l o r s o f n i g h t s i p n a l 
i n d i c a t i o n s a r e r e d , y e l l o v , and g r e e n , f o r " t o p , c a u t i o n , 
and p r o c e e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t about 3 a* m. , a t v i i i c h 
t±me t h e r e v as a dense f o g . 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

"he t r a i n s i n v o l v e d m t h i s a c c i d e n t w e r e e a s t -
Dound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 12 , knovii as the New O r l e a n s 
L i m i t e d , and westbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 109, known as the 
Sunset E x p r e s s . These t r a i n s a r e scheduled t o meet a t 
R i c o h o c a t £.56 a. m. ; on the d a t e o f t h i s a c c i d e n t t r a m 
o r d e r N o . 3 r e q u i r e d t r a m N o . 12 t o \ a i t a t R icohoc u n t i l 
3 .05 a. n . f o r t r a m N o . 109. 

T r a m N o . 12 c o n s i s t e d o f e n g i n e 601 , one combina­
t i o n bag^s^e and r r a i l c a r , one b a g r a ^ e c a r , t i r o c o a c h e s , 
one c h a i r c a r , one t o u r i s t c a r and t h r e e s l e e p i n g c a r s , m 
the o r d e r nai led, a l l c a r s b e i n g o f s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s 
t r a i n "as m c h a r g e o f Conductor Crane and Engineman 
Mathews . I t l o f t L a f a y e t t e a t 1.20 a. m. , on t i m e , the 
t r a m e re ' 1 ' h a v i n g r e c e i v e d a t t h a t p o i n t t he t r a m o r d e r 
r e q u i r i n g i t to \ P i t u n t i l 3.C5 a. m. a t R icohoc f o r t r a m 
N o . 109. T h i s t r a m passed Bayou S a l e , the end o f d o u b l e 
t r a c k and the l a s t open t e l e g r a p h o f f i c e , 3 .9 m i l e s " 'est o f 
R i c o h o c , a t 2 . 5 ^ a. p i . , s e v e n minu te s l a t e , a c c o r d i n g t o 
the t r a m s h e e t , passed R i c o h o c p r i o r t o t he t ime s p e c i f i e d 
m the T a i t o r d e r and had n e a r l y come to a s t op e e s t o f the 
e n s t p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h a t Rficohoc vhen i t c o l l i d e d i"*ith 
t r a m N o . 109. 

"Train N o . 10S c o n s i s t e d of e n g i n e 615, one com­
b i n a t i o n beg*?age and m a i l c a r , one b a g g a g e c a r , t v o c o a c h e s , 
one c h a i r c a r , one t o u r i s t c a r , and f o u r s leetune- c a r s , m 
the o r d e r named, a l l c s r s b e i n g o f s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
T h i s t r a m vas i n c h a r g e o f Conductor Dunshie and Engmeman 
C o n e r y . T h i s t r a m l e f t IIev Or l eans a c c o r d i n g t o the t r a m 
s h e e t a t 11 .30 p . m. , on t i m e . I t l e f t "{organ C i t y , a p p r o x ­
i m a t e l y 11 r r i l a s e a s t o f R i c o h o c , a t 2 .33 a. rc. , n i n e min­
u t e s l a t e , h a v i n g r e c e i v e d a t t h a t p o i n t a c o p y o f the 
o r d e r r e q u i r i n g t r a i n T o . 12 t o " a i t a t Ricnhoe u n t i l 3 .05 
a- m . , d e p a r t e d from P a t t e r s o n , the l a s t open t e l e g r a p h 
o f f i c e , 5 . 1 m i l e s e a s t o f R i c o h o c , a t 2 . 52 a. m. , a c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e t r a m s h e e t and c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a m N o . 12 v h i l e 
running e t a speed v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d to have been b e t w e e n 
2C and 35 m i l e s an hour . 
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As a r e s u l t o f txie c o l l i s i o n b o t h e n g i n e s were 
d e r a i l e d and b a d l y damaged, m e e r g m e t e n d e r o f t r a m Mb. 
109 t e l e s c o p e d the r r a i ] end o f t h e c o m b i n a t i o n c a r f o r a 
d i s t a n c e o f about £C f ^ e t rue1 the baggru?e c i r o f t r a m Uo . 
12 t e l e s c o p e d the coach m t h e r e a r o f i t , m i c h v ? s 
o c c u p i e d b y c o l o r e d n a s c e n d e r s , f o r aoout t ' 0 - t h i r d s o f i t s 
l e n g t h . T h 3 e m p l o y e e s en d u t y 'ho vere k i l l e d v o r c the 
cup mem an o f t r a m P o . 109 fUid t he t r a m p o r t e r o f t r a i n 
H o . 1 2 . 

Summery o f e v i d e n c e 

Conduc to r Dunsh ie , o f t r a m U o . 109, s t a t e d th.pt 
under the w a i t o r d m h i s t r a m h"d ample t i i r c to go t o 
H icohoc and t ^ k e 3 i d m a t o i i e c t t r s m ITo. 12 . A.pt>rorchmg 
Hicohoc a t the u sua l r a t e o f s p e e d , the en?moman sounded 
the s t a t i o n v h i s t m s w i i a ] and Conductor Lunshie then 
sounded t h e m e e t i n g p o i n t s i r n a l "by means o f the communi-
c a t m p s i g n a l sys tem, i<hich the e.i^inerran acknov ledp-od by 
t h r e e b l a s t s o f t^c e n g i n e " h i s t l c , tiT*o l o n p rnd one s h o r t . 
S h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s the b r a k e s " e re ap-ol ied f o r the t sunose 
o f r e d u c i n g speed ann rcach ing the meet ing ' p o i n t end t h i s 
"as soon f o l l o w e d "by tn1- s h o c i C o f the c o l l i s i o n . Conductor 
Dunshie thought the scc ic ten t o c c u r r e d at 2.58 a. m. ; he 
s t a t e d t h ^ t hz l o o k e d a t h i s watch a t 2 .57 a. m. and the 
a c c i d e . i t o c c u r r e d a s h o r t tine" p f t e n 1 ard s, p o s s i b l y one 
minu te . He s t a t e d t h a t rhen m e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d he r a s 
t n r o v n o i f r_s f e e t end SOT J 1 1 'hat b e w i l d e r e d , but a f t e r T *^rds 
found h i s l a n t e r n , secured a match frond s p a s s e n g e r md 
l i g h t e d i t , t a l k e d the l e n g t h o f the c o l o r e d coaen m v h i c h 
he vas r i d m p , p o t do , T n on the ground and l o o k e d a t h i s 
L-'atch, a t T "hich t ime i t v a a 3 s . IT. He thouc-nt the speed 
o f h i s t r a m at the t ime o f the c o l l i s i o n was n o t more 
than 35 m i l e 3 an h">ur, and p o s s i b l y not a s h i p h n s t h ^ t . 
S h o r t l y a f t e r t he a c c i d e n t he met 3ngmeman H P the-"3 «nd 
asked h i m nov i t happened; S a g i n c m n ITfithevg r e a l i e d , 
" I g o t by the b l o c k , the f o p "as so t h i c k 1 c o u l d n ' t s e c i t . " 
Other members o f t he e r e " o f t r a m l l o . 1C9 s t r t e d t h a t the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d r b o u t 2 .59 o r ^ a. m. , and t h ° t the t r a m 
VTas running - t a soccd o f a b o t t 20 m i l e s an hour . F i remrn 
Hey b y , o f t r a m N o . 109, <as i n j u r e d and had no r e c o l l e c t i o n 
o f e v e n t s lmireo l a t e l y p r i o r to the a c c i d e n t . 

Conduc tor C r a n e , o f t r a m Ho. 12 , s t a t e d t h a t h i s 
v a t ch v a s f i v a s econds a l o w wher ho conrpared v i t h a 
s t andard c l o c k b e f o r e l c r v m g L a f a y e t t e . He r e c e i v e d f o u r 
t r a m o r d e r s a t L a f a y e t t e , one o f which d i r e c t e d t r a i n No . 
12 t o " a i t a t Hicohoc u n t i l 3.05 a. m. f o r t r a i r ITo. 109. 
He d e l i v e r e d t h e s e o r d e r s t o Enpi-icman Mathe r s b e f o r e t he 
t r a m d e s e r t e d f r o m L a f a y e t t e , but d i d n o t see hirr read 
them. A p p r o a c h i n g Hicohoc he sounded one b l a s t o f the 
comrnunicatme: s i g n a l t o remind enpmcman o f the >"ut o r d e r 
f o r t r a i n ITo. 109, ^hich t he enpmernan answered by the 
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p r o p e r s i g n a l , t v o l o n g and o^ie s h o r t b l a s t s o f t he ^team 
m i s t l e . He T<as r i d i n g - m t h e r e a r s e a t o f t he r o a r com-
pa r t i r en t o f t h e c o l o r e d coach , and on tho l e f t or n o r t h s i d e 
c f the c a r . hen the t r a m passed the v a t s r tank the sueed 
had n o t been r e d u c e d , and he then sounded t ' "o b l a s t s o f the 
communica t ing s i g n a l as a s i g n a l t o s tor) a t o n c e . He thought 
the engineman acknowledged t h i p s i p n a l b y one b l a s t o f the 
steam " h i s t i c , i n s t e a d o f t v o , and becoming a larmed he 
l o o k e d out o f an open \ F i n d o " j u s t as h e h c ^ r d the '" 'heels 
rumbl ing o v e r the fro.g a t the c p s t end o f Piicohoc pas sn ip 
t r a c k . He then jumped f o r tho c o n d u c t o r ' s v a l v e and n u l l e d 
i t open by u s ing t h e handle o f the v a l v e , "hen he f e l t the 
b r a k e s rcsnond m emergency a p p l i c a t i o n he r e l e a s e d h i s 
p r m o f the hand le and " i p s t and ing m tne a i s l e f ^ c i n p the 
f rOo . i t end, m d he t h ' u p h t l u s t r a i n had come to a s t o p . 
The shock o f the c o l l i s i o n knocked him dour., "hen he p o t 
on h i s f e e t he l o o k e d at h i s 1 a teh a n d i t vas 3 a. ir. 
n o t i c e d the l o o s i t i o n c f t h e n o r r e b l o c k s i p n a l a t tho ea s t 
e n d o f S i c o h o c about 45 m m u t e s a f t e r the a c c i d e n t nnd 
o b s e r v e d t h a t i t " a s i n the s t op p o s i t i o n *=nd the l i p h t 
s > 0 " i n ? r o d h e n t h e r s n r end o f h i s t r a m was about £5 f e e t 
e a s t o f t h i s > i ipna l . Ha pa1* S n p i n ^ r a n Mathe r s a f t e r the 
i f l o l l i s i o u , t h e e n p m c m a n t e l l m p him t h a t he missed the b l o c k 
s i p n a l . T" o r a i l r o a d employees vho e r e p a s s e n g e r s on t r a m 
L 7 o. 12 s a i d tha t m m a n o r c c h m p E icohoc the m e e t m p , - n o i n t 
s i g n a l "as sounded b y means o f the corrmun±catnip ^ i p n f i l 
sys tem, ^nd one o f thei r s t a t e d t h a t a moment o r t * a a f t e r ­
wards t he c o n d u c t o r p u l l e d the s i g n a l co rd d o m t w i c e . 

Enpmerran HP t h e 1 ' s , o f t r i m Uo. 12, s t a t e d t h a t 
h i s " a t c h i*as 12 seconds s l o v " h e n he compared v T i t h a 
s tandard C IO C K b e f o r e l e a v i n g L a f a y e t t e . He r e c e i v e d o r d e r s 
be f i r e l ^ - m ^ L a f a y e t t e , one o f v h i c h was a " a i t o r d e r 
d i r o c t m p t r a i n I fo . 12 t o r a i t o t H i c o h o c u n t i l 3.05 a. m . t 

f o r t r a m I^o. 109, he s a i d he read these o r d e r s a n d under­
s tood t h e r t h o r o u g n l y . H I E t r a m "as on t ime a t O l i v i e r , 
b u t he l o s t aoout 8 o r 10 minu tes b a c k i n g o v e r t o the ' "ep t -
bound t r - c k a t O l i v i t - r and c r o s s i n g hack t o t ho eastbound 
t r a o K r t J e a n c r c t t e , h e then m a i n t a i n e d achedul r UD t o 
Eayou j a l e , when he r e d u c e d sioeed t o p i c k up a r e g i s t e r 
check , i t ^as 2 .54 a. ir. , j u s t b e f o r e p i c k i n g up r e g i s t e r 
encck . \t t h e s t a t i o n m i l e aoard v e s t o f H i c o h o c , " h i l e 
running a t a speed o f 45 or 50 m i l e s pe r h i u r , he sounded 
the s t a t i o n w h i s t l e s ipaia l and n s ' e r e d the c o n d u c t o r ' s 
m e e t i n g p o i n t s i p n a l p i v e n " i t h t h e coimruniaat inp s i p n a l . 
The v e a t h e r r a s v e r y f o g g y and he c o u l d no t see p i g n a l s 
u n t i l he n e a r l y r eached their, out he o b s s r v e d t h a t the 
d i s t a i i t and home s i g n a l s j u s t r c s t o f R icohoc were c l e ^ r . 
T h 3 s i d m p a t Hicohoc b e i n g l o n g , h e made * l i p h t s e r v i c e 
t r i p l i c a t i o n o f the b r a k e s vhen n e ^ r the " e s t s j T : t c h ^nd 
p a r t i a l l y c l o s e d the t h r o t t l e , the s a f e l y ^ a l v e -ooiaioed o f f 
m d he m o v e d h i s head i n s i d e t he c ^ o t o i n d i c a t e h i s d i s ­
a p p r o v a l t o the f i r e m a n f o r l e t t i n g the v ^ I v e p o p . ^n 
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account o f the n o i s e o f the e s c a p i n g steam he missed the 
sound o f p a s s i n g the 1 a t e r t r r i i C ^ . - ' ^ i e d id no t knor e x a c t l y 
no* l o n g ne had h i s head i n s i d e o f the c a b , bu t du r ing t h i s 
t ime he e v i d e n t l y l o s t h i s b e ~ r m g s , as when he put h i s 
head o u t s i d e a g a i n he cou ld s t i l l s e e the r a i l s o f t he 
massing t r a c k ana thought nc had ample t i m e to s top c l e a r 
01 the •-•at s v i t c n . r . i l e l o o k i n g f o r land marks he sudden­
l y o b s e r v e d the b l o c k s i ^ n i l a t e a s t end o f Ricohoc s h o v i n g 
r ed th rough the f o g a s h o r t d i s t a n c e ahead, and ^ t t he s^rre 
t i m e he hes=rd t he f i r c m r n o a l l , " T o o k o u t , D o c , " he immedi­
ately a p p l i e d the a i r b r r k e s m emergency "nd sounded one 
b l a s t o f the steam i"*histl^. The f i r e m a n jumped and shouted 
t o hiT t o do l i k e w i s e - He d i d no t f e e l m any immediate 
dpnre r a t f i r s t , but l i t e r o b s e r v i n g the headlight o f t r a m 
Jio. 109 p e t t i n g a u i t e c l o s e he jumped from the prang"ay s t e p s 
t o the ground /hen h i s t r a i n had l .eai l y s t o p p e d . ,He thought 
the t r a i n s c o l l i d e d a t *=bout ^ .03 a. m. He sa id he d id no t 
h e n r -ny communica t ing stoio s i g n " ! a f t e r t h e m e e t i n g p o i n t 
s i g n a l , no r d i d he n o t i c e any a p p l i c a t i o n o f the t r a m 
b r a k e s f rom the r e c r p r i o r t e n i s making tne emergency a p ­
p l i c a t i o n . He did not hear the f i r e m a n say a n y t h i n g t o him 
.about the v a i t o r d e r , e x c e p t ./hen e a l l m g t o him t o l o o k 
o u t jus t b e f o r e ne madr t h e emergency a p p l i c a t i o n . The a i r 
b r e k e s v Tere m p r o p e r • or k i n g c o n d i t n n . He s t a t e d t h r t he 
d i d not f o r g e t the " a i t o r d e r but s i m p l y l o s t h±s b e a r i n g s 
m t h e f o g . A conduc to r "ho v a s r o ^ s ^ e n ^ e r on t r a m IJo. 
12 s t a t e d thp-t a s h o r t t i m e - f t e r t he a c c i d e n t he met 
S i - g m c T ^ n I 'I ' j theT3 i 'ho t o l d him' t h ° t he passed the t" o ro^d 
c r o s s i n g s be tween s w i t c h e s a t R icohoc Without n o t i c i n g them 
and thpt he lost h i s b e a r i n g s m the f o g . 

F i r eman T h m o d a u x , o f t r a m l T o . 12 , s t a t e d t h^ t 
h_s rTtch \ as c o r r e c t i*hen he compared i t i r i t h a s t « n d r r d 
c l o c k m the t e l e g r a p h o f f i c e b e f o r e l e a v i n g L a f a y e t t e , end 
o e f o r c l e a d i n g t n e r e they r e c e i v e d an o r d e r to ^ at a t 
R i cohoc u n t i l 3 .05 a. m. f o r t r a m lTo. 109. \t the m i l e 
board " e s t o f R i c o h o c the c o n d u c t o r g a v e the a i r i h i s t l e 
s i g n a l f o r t h e m c e t i n ^ p o i n t , which u r as answered by the 
engmeman, '"ho then t o o k a t i r r c - f b l e f rom h i s s e t box m d 
l o o k e d r t I t . As the e n g i n e passed t h e v e s t s w i t c h he p r e ­
pared t o o p e r a t e the f i r i n g v a l v e and b l o v e r , e x p e c t m r 
t ne engmeman t o shut o f f s team, but "hen h i s t m m passed 
t h e r r t e r tank Without any e f f o r t h a v i n g been mode t o reduce 
speed ho s q i d he t o l d the ens-meman t h a t t h e i r t ime t h e r e 
, B ,as 2 .56 9. m . , t h ° t t r a m I T o . 109 v a s no t m the c l e a r , 
and t h ° t t h e y had an o r d e r t o n t r t R icohoc u n t i l 3.05 
a . m. Fr. m p a s s m g tne t e l e p h o n e b o o t h h e c a l l e d t o the 
enginerrrn and t o l d him he n^d b e t t e r s t o p , bu t the en^xneman 
a p p a r e n t l y d id no t hear o r unders tand him and >e then 
shouted l o u d l y '"Stop h-r, ' put out t he f i r e and g o t down 
on the gangway. The engmeman then a p p l i e d b r a k e s m 
emergency , when the eng ine ' ts *=bout s i x or e i g h t c a r 
l e n g t h s from the e a s t s v i t c h , and the t r a m i _ a s , running a t 
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a speed o f be tween 40 and 45 m i l e s an hour . The brakes; 
reduced the speed o f the t r a m t c ^oou t 6 m i l e s an hour , he 
j u d g e d , a t the t ime o f t he a c c i d e n t , and he jumped t o t he 
ground aoout 50 f e e t from tne m i n t o f c o l l i s i o n . The 
v e a t n e r "as v e r y f o g g y and b l o c k s i g n a l s c o a l d n o t be 
seen u n t i l v e r y c l o s e t o them. He d id n o t o b s e r v e a n y t h i n g 
' r a n g w i t h Engineman ;i.rthe" rc a t T S J t ime on the t r m p r i o r 
+ -i a r r i v i n g a t R i o o n o c , m d he d id x i o t ' t a k c d e c i s i " c a c t i o n 
h i m s e l f t o e t ap the t r a i n because tne engmeman h^d h i s 
hand on the br^ke v T l ^ e ^iar\ he e x p e c t e d him t o a p p l y the 
c r a k e s m t ime t o s top as the p a s s i n g t r a c k was on the 
engmeman 1 s s i d e . He d id n o t sae the s i g n a l s ° P vhen he 
g o t c l o s e enough t o see them th rough the f ^ g the f r o n t end 
o f the e n g i n e o b s t r u c t e d h i s v i e 1 * . H i s v '^tch was b roken 
oy h i s f a l l hcxi he jumped from the eng ine °nd i t s topped 
a t 2 . 5 " a. m. , which he s t a t e d n s the t ime the c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d . He ^ l s o s t a t e d t h a t "hen m e e t i n g t r ° m T o . 109 
a t R i cohoc ±n f o g g y " e i t h e r i t i a s cus tomary f o r t r a i n N o . 
J 2 to rppro^ch under c o n t r o l e x p e c t i n g to f i n d the e ^ s t -
oound home s i g n a l ^t t h e "es t end i n s t op p o s i t i o n , m d t h a t 
Sngineman I l - t h e ; s d i l no t ^ppro^ch the s t a t i o n under c o n t r o l 
on t h i s o c c a s i o n . 

Brakeman F e r r i s , o f t r a m 7 o . 12 , F t " t e d th^ t he 
had repd the t r a m o r d e r s , and ne kne 1 t h e y had a v a i t o r d e r 
u n t i l 3.05 a. m. r a t R i c o h o c f o r tr ^ m T T o . 109. w'S 
r i d i n g on the r e T p l ^ t f o r ^ o f tne t r a m from Bayou Sa le 
t o the m i n t o f - c c i d e n t , "nd 'then t h e y massed t h e ""est 
s w i t c h R i c o h o c , a t about 45 m i l e s *ui hour , v i t h o u t m y 
r e d u c t i o n i n speed o e m g made lie thought t h a t t r a m No . 109 
must be m the c l c^r m the p a s s i n g t m c k , but a f t e r 
p a s s i n g tho second ro^d c r o s s i n g , about 20 c a r l e n g t h s from 
the e a s t s w i t c h , and s e e i n g n o t h i n g o f t r a m N o . 109 m tne 
p a s s i n g t r a c k , ne ^ssirred t h e y had r e c e i v e d o r d e r s a t Bayou 
S^lc c h a n g i n g the m e e t i n g o n m t t o P a t t e r s o n . He f e l t the 
emergency a p p l i c a t i o n c f the b r a k e s j u s t b e f o r e the shock 
o f c o l l i s i o n . He though t he could sec a red s i g n a l a d i s ­
t ance o f about one c a r Ica^fb th rough the f o g . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by the f a i l u r e o f t r a m 
N o . 12 t o approach home s i g n a l s ^t R i cohoc under c o n t r o l 
as r e a u i r c d by the r u l e s , f a i l u r e t o v ^ i t a t R icohoc as 
d i r e c t e d by t r a m o r d e r , and f a i l u r e t o s t op b e f o r e p ° s s i n g 
the b l o c k s i g n a l a t the e ^ s t end o f R icohoc p a s s i n g t r a c k 
which was m s t o p p o s i t i o n , f o r which Ungmeir^n I > t h e \ s i s 
p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n s i b l e . 
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The r u l e s p r o v i d e i n p ^ r t as f o l l o v s -

Rule 518. I n fogp; , ^ n d s tormy w e a t h e r , 
t r a i n s must approach b o t h d i s t a n t "uid home 
s i g n a l s v i t h c a r e . 

Ru le 673 . Enpmeiren " r e reminded t h " t , 
° l t h o u r h the d i s t a n t s i g n a l may i n d i c a t e t h e 
TOO s i t i o n o f the home s i g n a l , the home s i p n a l 
may assume the " s t o p " p o s i t i o n a f t e r the t r a i n 
has nassed tne d i s t a n t s i p n ^ l m d i c a t m p 
' 'proc. e e d . ! ' 

Form 3 o f t r a m o r d e r s , example 7> Ho. 1 
' " a i t a t " u n t i l n i n e f i f t y n i n e 9.59 ^ . m. f o r 
N o . 2 . The t r a m f i r s t named must no t pass the 
d e s i ^ n ^ t e d u o m t b e f o r e t he t ime g i v e n , u n l e s s 
t ne o t h e r t r a m h i e - r n v e d . * * * * * * * 

E- i r inemii i Mathews d i d n o t o f f e r ^ny ede^vpte ex~ 
•olpnatxon f o r h i s f a i l u r e p rope r ly - t o c o n t r o l h i s t r a m , 
and i t i s d i f f i c u l t to unders tand hov an engmemian o f h i s 
e x p e r i e n c e c o u l d ha.ve J C O O T S so confused " B t o h i s l o c a t i o n , 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the f ^ e + t h a t t h e r e v ^ s r dense f o r - B e ­
cause o f t m s f o p , "h.ich T N t o n a l l y obscured the v i c v o f 
s i p n ^ l s , he should have e x e r c i s e d e x t r a o r d i n a r y e r e , "hen 
he r e c e i v e d and ^ c k n o 1 1 ed^ed the r r e e t i n p - p o m t s i g n a l c - i v e n 
by the c o n d u c t o r he snould have r o t t e n h i s t r a m under 
p r o p e r c o n t r o l and have encroach 3d the s v i t c h e s and s i r n p l s 
a t P i c o h c c i t repared to s t o n . 

F i reman m i b o d a u x should have t e e n more a l e r t t o 
t h e impending d a n g e r , *>nd ' 'hen the t r a i n passed t h e \ ^ t e r 
tank and t e l e p h o n e b o o t h v i t h o u t any r e d u c t i o n i n speed 
h a v i n g been i i ade , h e should have t ^ken d e c i s i v e a c t i o n v h i c v 

i as then n e c e s s a r y t o a v o i d running beyond the e a s t s w i t c h . 
Ac c o r d m p t o the s t a t emen t o f ^ l reman Th ibodaux , he had 
tne r a i t o r d e r c l e a r l y m mind and was f u l l y aj-are o f the 
f a c t t n a t S n r m c m ^ n !Lath^vs d i d no t annroach the h^me s i g ­
n a l s a t t h e m e e t m p p o i n t v i t h c a r e and " a s no t c o n t r o l l i n g 
tne speed o f h i s t r a m so as t o bp a b l e t o sto~> ^hor t o f 
the e^s t p a s s m p - t r ^ c k s v i t c h , n o t " l t h s t m d m p t h i s , when 
he f i n a l l y y a r n e d t h e enpmeman, i x "as + o o l n t e t o lorevent 
t h e a c c i d e n t . 

An P d e o u a t c au+om^t ic t r a m c o n t r o l ^yatem would 
have p r e v e n t 3d t h i s ~ c c l i e n t . 

JConc o f t h e e^Toloyees i n v o l v e d m t h i F a c c i d e n t 
w ^ s on d u t y c o n t r a r y t o t he p r o v i s i o n s o f the hoars o f 
s e r v i c e l a " , m g i n c m a n Mathe~s e n t e r e d r a i l r o a d s e r v i c e 
m 1889, v a s f i r e m a n from 1894 t o 1900 "hen h e "^s promoted 
t o e m e r " n , and has been a r c p u l a r f r o i p h t and e x t r a 
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p a s s e n g e r engineman on t h i s l i n e f o r more than 20 y e a r s . 
A t t h e t i m e o f t h i n a c c i d e n t he 1 a s r e l i e T T i n r the r e p u l n r 
n^ss^nper engineman and t h i s " a s h i s second t r i i o on t h i s 
run. F i reman Thibod^uy "35 a promoted e n g m c T j a n , h a v i n g 
h r i d about 14 y e a r s ' e x p e r i e n c e f i r e m r n . 

' R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 


