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INIER=TATE COLMERCE COMMISSICN

zPORT OF THE DIRFCTOR OF TYE BURLAU OF SAFETY Id FE I'WFE-
1IGATION OF Ad ACCINENT "HICH OCCJRRID 24 1EE MORGAN'S
LOUIQIANA & TEXAS RAILWAY & SIWLMSIIP CD , <OUIHERY
PACIFIC LINEE DNEAR NEW IRERIA La ON NCIOBXE =, 1933

a

Lovember 24, 1933

To tre Commisgs ion.

On October 3 1£33%, there was a derallaernt 0I a passen-
geT tralnh oa vhe Ilorzan s Loulsiana & Iexas Failway & Steam-
snlp Co , Sy Jhern Pacific Tines, rear YWew Iperia, La , re-
suliing 1r the dea.h of cne employee znc the injury of one
emplcysze

IR}

Locartlon anu methca 01 operation

This ac-idens occarrea or thqat part of the line extend-
ing bet.ween figle~s and Lafavette, La , a distance of 144 8
miles, 1n sthe vicinity of tae poirt. of accident this 18 a
double-uwrack lins over vhicn tralns are ogarated by times-table
and trair oraerg, 120 block-sigral sysi2m Lelng 1la use 1lhe
acc ident occurred aboat 1 37 miles easgs of tne sta.lon gt ded
Toeria, Just east of the Ibeoria, &t ‘Varys & Eastein Rail-
roaa crossing, wilthin inzerleocking limits, at a derail lo-
cated oa the south rail of the eaetboane maln track, 18 2
feet east of the s%v1tch points 2f o crossover counecting the
tWo maln Tracke Approaching the asrail from the east the
track 1s tanfent for nore than 3 . 1iles, the prade s prac-

tlcally level The track 15 laid with @0-powmd rails, 33
feet in leng+tn, with an gverage > 18 ties to the rall-length,

and .ell tagllaeted, 1t 1s malntained 1n good cocalition

IThe geitches, si1gnals, anoa dergils 1n tae vicinity of
the poiant of accldent ale olerateuw from a tower located on
the nerih sine of Jhe taln tracks and Jist #est of the cross-
mg, 1t ccnt.ils g ad4-lever Saxoy & Farmer mgchine, route
lock ing being Lgea Dvarf signal =0, the signal 1nvolved,
governs wovswents ¢nowns easthound traci against the current
of trafric aadl through the crossower, aa. 15 located betsesn
the mailn tracke 20 fezt east of the derail at #hach the acci-
dent occurrai I« 7estbounu home and distant signals,
goTerning moTerents only aitn tae current of traffic on the
wes toouna iain track, are located 3235 aac 3 SBl feet, re-
spectively eunsi of the dwarl sigaal. Ihe anguncilator vell
only announges tne agproach of trmlns moving 'vith the current
of sralfic, 17 alsc rings #hoen the wisiant s1gnal 1s cleared
for an apr trala, out way be sant off py the towerman
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When desired The weather wWas clear at the time of the acci-
dent, which ocsurred at about 8:45 p m

Deseription

“estbound passenger train No 1 consisted of one mail
car, one baggage car, onhe combination car, anc five coaches,
1n the order nainea, nauled by engine 270, and was 1n charge
of Conductor Johnson and Engineman Calhoun At Bayou Sale,
29 9 miles from New Iberia, the crew received a copy of train
order No. 25, Form 19, reading in part as follows:

"Bastward track will be used as single track oe-
tween N I, & N c¢rosging west of New Ioeria and cross-—
over at Gumbo Pit five one 5:01 p m untal two one
2:01 a.m, *x*"

The oraer was put out to pecrsmit westbound tralns to run around
& clrcus train which was being loaded on the wes tbound maln
track at New Ioeria Grain No 1 left Bayou 8Sale, the last
open office, at 7.45 p r , 5 minutes late, crossed over from
the wegtbound main track to the eastbound main track at Gumbo
Pit, 2 66 mileg east of the point of accident, passed dwarf
signal 20, #hich was displaying a stop indication, and ran

off the dersil just %est of this esignal while traveling at a
gpeed estinmated to have veen about 18 riles an houT

Engine 270 came to rest on 1te left side, south of the
ma1in track, about 110 feet beyond the 1nitial point of de-
railment, and was considerably damaged The farst car and
forward truck of the second car ~Nere derailea, there Wwas
practically mo darage o the track [he employee killed Wwas
the fireman

Summary of eviaence

¥hen Towerman Koch saWw the neaalight of train No 1 1in
the vicinity of Olivier, 3 5 miles distant, he lined the route
and cleared the signals for a movement on the Westbouna track,
and then shut off the anminciator vell Having no telephone
or telegraph communication, and train No¢ 1 being the first
westoound train to agoroach moviag agalinst the current of traf-
fi1c, Towerman Xoch had no knowledge of the fact that a single-
track zone had been established, and ne sald he was not gble
1o tell on which track the train was moving owing to the
blinding efiec¢t of the heaalight, and that after passing the
dietant signal he heard the whistle signal sounded for a mov
ment straight through the interlocking plant, one long blas.
sounded for a movement of thils nature when moving elther with
OoTr agailnst the current of traffic The £ 1rst knowledge hs
nhad of anything wrong was #hen the accident opccurred Tower-
man Koch fur ther stated that the light on dwarf signal 30 was
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burning at the time of, and after, tne accident, ana that
mmred lately after the acciacnt thls sigrnal was d 1splaylng a
stop indicaticon, aue to tne mechaniam of the plant i1ts posl-
tion coula not have beser changed at this time  Oring 1O a
curve weet of the tower, the towermaa coula nct see the cir-
cus train standing on the wesibound main track at few Iberila

Engineman Jalhoun stated that after crossing over to the
eastbonrd malr track av Gurvo Piuw he operated the irain at
a speed of abcut 32 wiles an hoar, on ap:-roaching the 1nter-
locking plant he soundec one blas:t on %ne whistle, and aIler
sounding this Wwhigtle s.gnal he saw the cilstant anc hore s1g-
nals, geverning movemants o1ly on the westbouvnd maln track,
d1splay clear indications. Wren a short dissance froa daarf
signal 50 he gaw it displaylng a siop 1adication, ana also
saW tns derall set agalnst nls traln, ana applied the air
brakes in emergency Exngineman Calhoun stated that ag Was
thoroughly Tamiliar with the wethod of operation in the vicin-
1ty of the point of accicent, both with and agalnst the cur-
rent of trafiic, and with the location of the signals, that
the headlighi was burning brightly, taat he haa freguently
Operatsa tralns tnrou.n thls crossover against the carrent of
traffic, that no trousle was experiencad w~1vh the alr orakes
en route, anx that they vere working »rogerly at the tiue of
the acciaent, zt vhich vime he estlrnatea the speed to nave
been ceiween 8 zna 10 .1les an hour Engineran Calhoun fur-
ther statea, rowever, that the red lighi on awarf signal 30
Was Wurning very diunly, ana that he was risled to a2 large ex-
tent by the clear indications Gisplayea by the Westbound mal:
track ailstant and home signals

Other members of the crew, avwa Si-.u21 Supervisor Hosen-
zwelg, +ho Wae rioing on this traia at the tlwe of the acci-
dent, stated the first knoWledge they aad of anything srong
Was when the gecident occurred, taoey estimating the speed at
this time not to have 2een 1n excess of 18 miles an hour,
af ter the accident they found awarf signal 30 displayilng a
stop ndilcation snd the signal lamp burnirng The statements
of the train crew also 1ndicatea thet the =21r brakes were not
applied until or alter the train vas uersiled

Connclugione,

This aczwdent was caused by tne failure of Eagineman
Calhoun prooerly to chey the stop imaication displayed oYy
dwarf signal 20

There is a conflict ir the eviaence as to when the route
throuph the interlocking plant was lined for a Westbound
movement the enginemgn saying 1t wae after he nad whistled
that he sa® the asestbound signals clearea, wnile the towsr-
man sg1d he cleared these signals when he saw the heaalight
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12 the viciailty of Olivier, approximatelv Z.5 miles disgtant
Enginenan Calhoun J4as fully accoainted with tne locatvion of
tne varilous swltches and s$12nals in the viginity of the point
of accident, ard was T 2wnilaar w#1th the Tule —equiring train
10 agfroach railroad crogéings at grade with caution, out
§ald he ¥zs wislad by see az Jre s.gnals cleered after ze

had sounded the wnistle, z.d agparently he permiteed hils trau
t0 aparoach tlhe crosoeing ot a spesd high enough to prevent
him from bringng 1% t3 7 ~ton vnen be gaW the stop 1ndlca-
ticon displayed by the dear? cziial

+

Vet

Vhile Toverman Foch ray not have bes~n avle to tell on
®hat trazk trairn No 1 798 movoae when e £iret sgWw the head-
licht several w:lee distant, L...o.D > ’ly he could have dis—
covered that 1% 138 mMOVINE af=.rsb oo ~orremt of traffic had
he been ovgyinr propor attenticn a8 1% asroroacaed the tower,
1n which ¢vent he conld heve thro”a the c.vall so as to per-
mit ihe movement of the train through tae 1oterlocking plant
in safety

As previously stated, no telegreph or telephone comrunil-
gation 1s provided at this towmer, undoustenly greater salety
at thie point would be osrovided by 1nstallimg means of com-
munication, so that the towerman may knov what movements are
belng made ani be 1nbetter pesition to facilivate the hana-
ling of such movements

This accident again d:7ests attention to the necesd1ily
for ihe adoption of some fourm of auterotic traln control for
the purpose of tringing a traln o a €w0p -nen the engine-
nan for gny reason falls preperiy O cbhgerve or opey signal
indications

ire employees involveo werc experienced wmen, and at the
time of tne azcciaent wone of ther anaa deen ¢en auly 1a v1o-
lation of the orovisions ot the hours of seivice law
Respectifully suhzitied,
w, P BCRLAND,

Dir=zctor
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