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SUPPLTMTNTAL REPORT OF THE DIRFCTOR OF THF BURFAU OF SAFETY
IN RE IWRVIRTIGATION OF A ACCIDEWT WHTCH CCCURRED ON THE
MORGAY'E LOUTSIANA & TIXA® RATLNAY & STFAMSHIP CO.,
SOUTHERN PACITIC LIWFE, WEAR NEW I3TRIA, LA., ON OCTOBER

g, 1923.

Hovember 7, 1924.
To the Comrissicn:

A supplemental invastigation has been made of the
derailmsnt of a passenger train on the line of Morgen's
Loulslana % Texas Ral]TaY & Sreams-ip Co., Suuthe*n Pamfaic
Lines, aear Nevw Ioerﬂa, La., on Oriobzsr 2, 1023, —thich r=-

sulted irn the death of I ewployee and the injury of 1 employee
Suraary of report of Mhoveuper 24, 1233.

The naceidsnt ozcurrzd on ihat part of the road ex-
teading betwesrn Algisrs and Lafayette, La., a double-track
11ne owe” Yilch treins are overated by time-tsble and train

crders, no Slock-signa. system ocing 1n use  Tne tracks
cross tnose of eacther railroad as a point 1.27 miles east of
New Ibsriz, movemznls over tnis ocrossilug be;ng controlled by
an intsrlocking nlant. Vestoound passenger .tro1a No. 1 was
being opereted szxainst the current of traffic, but the towsr-
man havi.g 2o knCWJeh s of t218 fact set the route and sigaals
for the eastbound track when he saw the headlight about 3.5
miles distant. Thsre 1s a crossover betvesn the two nain
tracks aesr thse tower and the Fayss derzil on the eastoound
track wsas also st agailnst opposiag movenents on that track
or tnrougk the crossovsr, ghille tnu dwarf sipgnal controlling
guch movenents was in tns sto> rosition. Tns engineman, how-
ever, did not ses the stop 1niication of the dwarf signal un-
t11i within 2 very shert distancs of 1%, ot vaich tiwme he ap-
plied tne zir brakss in emergency but vlthout being anle to
pPrevent nis train from running ofl the derail, resulting 1in
the deatn of tkhe fireman.

Investigation develosed that there was no telephone
or telegrerh soramiaicatilon providsi at the interlocking
tower, while on acccount of a curve in the track wvest of the
tover the towerman <14 oot gaow the westbound Ttrack was
blocked, naking 1t agecsssary %o opereste westbound trains
against tune current of waflic.
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Facts developed by supplemental investigation

Since the gocurrence of the accident telephone com-
munication with the train dispatcher has been provided for
this tower, the installation being completed on liarch 1, 1924,
and 1n addition all other main iine interlocking towers have
been simlarly equipped. At New Iberia, in addition to the
telepnone installation, ine arrangerent of the interlocking
plant has oeen changed by the 1nstallation of a split derail
in place of the Hayes derail, wsith a guard rail intended to
lessen the danger of an engine turraing over in case 1t should
run inte the open derall. The derail and the dwarf signal
have oeen moved pack an additional 100 feet from the cross-
ing, whils the eastbound cautiocn signal has peen moved back
an additional distance of about 750 fest, and the other sig-
nals changed from straight mechanical to semi-automatic
signals.

Conclusions

The tower at Wew Iveria is now provided with tele-
rhone communication, making 1t posziocle for the towerman to
be xept informed when trains are tc be moved against the
current of traffic. In addition, 1t 1s noted that other
main line interlocking plants have been similarly equipped,
while additional changes in the arrangement of the New
Iberia interlocking plant have been made with a view to pro-
viding i1ncreased safety.

Respectfully submitted,
W P. Borland,

Dairector.



