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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF* THE DIEECTOF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY 
XTST RE INVESTIGATION OF A~3 OCCIDENT WTCri OCCURRED ON THE 
MORGAN'S LOUISIANA & TEXAS RAILWAY & PTSAMSKIP CO- , 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES, NEAR NSW I 3 E R I A J L A - , ON OCTOBER 
2 , 1923. 

November 7, 3 924. 

To t h e Commission-

A supplementa l i n v e s t i g a t i o n has been, made o f t h e 
d e r a i l m e n t o f a pas senge r t r a i n on t h e l i n e o f M o r g a n ' s 
L o u i s i a n a & T e x a s R a i l w a y & Steamship C o . , Southern P a c i f i c 
L i n e s , near Ne'V I b e r i a , L a , , on Ontober 2 , 1023, which r e ­
s u l t e d m t h e d e a t h of ! employee and the i n j u r y o f 1 employee 

Summary of r e p o r t o f Djove^oer 2 4 , 1923. 

The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t pa r t of t he r o a d e x ­
t e n d i n g be tween A l g i e r s and L a f a y e t t e , L a . , a d o u b l e - t r a c k 
l i n e over .vhich t r a m s a re o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a m 
o r d e r s , no o l o c k - s i g n a o . sys tem o e m g m use Tne t r a c k s 
c r o s s t n o s e of another r a i l r o a d at a p o i n t 1.37 m i l e s e a s t o f 
New I b e n s , movements ove r t m s c r o s s i n g b e i n g c o n t r o l l e d by 
an i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t . V'estoound p a s s e n g e r . t r s i . i N o . 1 was 
b e i n g o p e r a t e d s g a : n s t t he c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c ^ but t h e t o w e r -
man h a v m g no knowledge of t h i s f a c t s e t the r o u t e and s i g n a l s 
f o r t h e eas tbound t r a c k when he saw t h e h e a d l i g h t about 3-5 
m i l e s d i s t a n t - T h e r e i s a c r o s s o v e r be tween the two main 
t r a c k s near t h e t o w e r and t h e Hayes d e r a i l on t h e eas toound 
t r a c k was a l s o s e t a g a i n s t o p p o s i n g movements on t h a t t r a c k 
or through t h e c r o s s o v e r , w h i l e tne dwarf s i g n a l c o n t r o l l i n g 
such movements was m t h e s t o p p o s i t i o n . Tne engmeman, how­
e v e r , d i d not see t h e s t op i n d i c a t i o n o f the dwarf s i g n a l un­
t i l w i t h m a v e r y s h c r t d i s t a n c e of i t , a t v m c h t i m e he ap­
p l i e d tne a i r b rakes i n emergency but v i t h o u t b e i n g aol e t o 
p r e v e n t m s t r a m from running o f f t h e d e r a i l , r e s u l t i n g m 
t h e dea tn o f the f i r e m a n . 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n d e v e l o p e d t h a t t h e r e was no t e l e p h o n e 
or t e l e g r a p h communicat ion p r o v i d e d at the i n t e r l o c k i n g 
t o w e r , w h i l e on account of a c ^ r v e i n the t r a c k west o f t h e 
t o v e r the t o verman d i d not &a.ot> the westbound t r a c k was 
b l o c k e d , making i t n e c e s s a r y t o o p e r a t e wes tbound t r a i n s 
a g a i n s t t n e c u r r e n t of t i a f f i c . 
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F a c t s d e v e l o p e d by supp lemen ta l i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

S i n c e t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t e l e p h o n e com­
m u n i c a t i o n w i t h t he t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r has been p r o v i d e d f o r 
t h i s t o w e r , the i n s t a l l a t i o n b e i n g c o m p l e t e d on March 1 , 1934, 
and i n a d d i t i o n a]3 o t h e r mam l i n e i n t e r l o c k i n g t o w e r s have 
been s i m i l a r l y e q u i p p e d . A t New I b e r i a , m a d d i t i o n t o t he 
t e l e p h o n e i n s t a l l a t i o n , t n e arrangement o f t he i n t e r l o c k i n g 
p l a n t has Deen changed by the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a s p l i t d e r a i l 
m p l a c e of the Hayes d e r a i l , w i th a guard r a i l i n t e n d e d t o 
l e s s e n the danger o f an e n g i n e t u r n i n g o v e r m case i t should 
run i n t o t h e open d e r a i l . The d e r a i l and the dwarf s i g n a l 
have oeen moved oack an a d d i t i o n a l 100 f e e t f rom t h e c r o s s ­
i n g , w h i l e t he eas tboand c a u t i o n s i g n a l has oeen moved back 
an a d d i t i o n a l d i s t a n c e o f about 750 f e e t , and the o t h e r s i g ­
n a l s changed f rom s t r a i g h t m e c h a n i c a l t o se ra i -au tomat ic 
s i g n a l s. 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

The tower at New I o e n a i s now p r o v i d e d w i t h t e l e ­
phone communica t ion , making i t p o s s i o l e f o r t h e towerraan t o 
be kep t i n fo rmed when t r a m s are t o be moved a g a i n s t t h e 
c u r r e n t o f t r a f f i c . I n a d d i t i o n , i t i s n o t e d t h a t o the r 
main l i n e i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t s have been s i m i l a r l y e q u i p p e d , 
w h i l e a d d i t i o n a l changes m t h e ar rangement o f the New 
I b e r i a i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t have been made w i t h a v i e w t o p r o ­
v i d i n g i n c r e a s e d s a f e t y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W P. B o r l a n d , 

D i r e c t o r . 
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