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O c t o b e r 18 , 1922. 

To t he Commissi on 

On September 18 , 1932, t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t of a 
p a s s e n g e r t r a m on the M o b i l e & O r i o R a i l r o a d near Tamola , 
M i s s . , wh ich r e s u l t e d m t h e d e a t h of 1 e m p l o y e e , and the i n ­
j u r y of 2 employees 

L o c a t i o n and method of o p e r a t i o n 

Th i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t p a r t o f the M o b i l e 
D i v i s i o n which e x t e n d o o e ^ e e n Gkolona and M e r i d i a n , Miss , a 
d i s t a n c e of 126 2 m i l e s ; t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r which 
t r a m s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a m o r d e r s , no b l o c k -
s i g n a l sys tem o e i n g m use The p o i n t of a c c i d e n t was about 1 
m i l e south o f Tamola; a p p r o a c h i n g t h i s p o i n t f r o m the n o r t h the 
t r a c k i s t angen t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f about 3 ,600 f e e t The g r a d e 
i s d e s c e n d i n g f o r more than 2 m i l e s , v a r y i n g f rom 0 32 p e r cen t 
a t the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t o a maximum o f 0 .95 p e r c e n t , Tne 
t r a c k i s l a i d w i t h 75-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t m l e n g t h , w i t h an 
a v e r a g e of 18 w h i t e oak t i e s to the r a i l - l e n g t h , o a l l a s t e d w i t h 
about 18 i n c h e s o f c rushed s t o n e , no t i e p l a t e s a re u s e d The 
wea ther was c l e a r a t t h e t ime of the a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d 
a t about 8. 45 p . m 

D e s c r i p t i on. 

Southbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m No. 5 c o n s i s t e d of e n g i n e s 
210 and 153 , the l a t t e r b e i n g o p e r a t e d b a c k i n g up , 1 combina­
t i o n mai l and baggage c a r , 1 e x p r e s s ca r and 2 c o a c h e s , m 
c h a r g e o f Conductor A r c h e r and Engmemen Smith and Bask in , 
T r a i n No 5 l e f t E l e c t r i c M i l l s , 13 3 m i l e s f r o m Tamola and the 
l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 8 .08 p m. , 2 hours and 31 minutes l a t e , 
and was d e r a i l e d south of Tamola w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed 
e s t i m a t e d by the c r ew t o have been 35 o r 30 m i l e s an hour 

Engine 210 b r o k e away f r o m eng ine 153 and was n o t de ­
r a i l e d , coming to a s t o p about 50 o r 100 y a r d s beyond Engine 
153 was t u r n e d c o m p l e t e l y around, and came to r e s t on i t s l e f t 
s i d e , headed south , on the r i g h t s i d e of the t r a c k , w h i l e i t s 
t e n d e r was on the o p p o s i t e s i d e o f tne t r a c k . The f i r s t two 
c a r s were d e r a i l e d , bu t r emained u p r i g h t The employee k i l l e d 
was t he engineman of e n g i n e 153 
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Summary of e v i d e n c e 

Tne f u s t nark o f d e r a i l m e n t was a f l a n g e mark on the 
running s u r f a c e of t . .e l e f t m l bz f e e t B O H th Q T a r a i l i c m t , 
t h i s r a rk e x t e n d i n g a -h sca r ! , c of 17 j> f e e t tc j ^ s r e tne wheel 
d ropped o f f on th3 tie-,, I rt ' e l m p o _ r t t^ wnere e n g i n e 15b 
c m e tc r e s t "ras 25? x e ^ , ana f o r acou t 1J0 i e e t o f t h i s 
d i s t a n c e tne t r ack was h a d l y t o r n up luca^-ur^ie.iTS o f t h e sur­
f a c e showed t ha t the j o i n t on tne l e f t s i d e o f tne t r a c k j u s t 
n o r t h c f t h e f l a n g e nark was o n e - f c u r t n c f an m m l o w e r than 
the o p p o s i t e r a i l , t ne p r e c e d i n g j o i n t on t_ie same s i d e was 
a l s o o n e - f o u r t h of an i n c h l o w , w m l e the t h i r d j o i n t was 1 
m e n l o w ; the f o u r t h j o m t was o n e - f o u r t h of an m c h l o w , and 
the f i f t h o n e - e i g h t h of an m e n l e w , w h i l e the nex t two j o i n t s 
were l e v e l On account oi the l a c K of p r o p e r t a m p m g , t n e t i e s 
under tne f i r s t f o u r j o i n t s a o o v e ment ioned w e r e s w i n g i n g 

^hen t r a i n No 5 a r r i v e d a t S ruqn lak , 29 .9 m i l e s f r o n 
Tamola , Engineman Smi th of e n g i n e 210 found t h a t t he k n o c k i n g 
ne had hea rd was due t o a broken c r o s s - n e a i p m , and t n a t i t 
would oe n e c e s s a r y to have a s s i s t a n c e m o r d e r t o r each M e r i d ­
i a n A t tne n e x t s t a t i o n , Vana^ak, 3* 1 m. 1 cs f r o u Tamola , en­
g i n e 153 , w m c h had been : m a a l i n 6 a work t r a m , was c o u p l e d i n ­
t o the t r a m beh ind e h g m e 210, and was o p e r a t e d back ing ap 
A f t e r l e a v i n g E l e c t r i c . ' n i l s a t 8 C8 p m , f o a r s t a t i o n s t e p s 
were rrade, a t one o f i -mch bo th e n g i n e s took wa t e r The speed 
was a l s o r educed a t Tamola , a l t h o u g h the s t a t e m e n t s of so/re of 
the e m p l o y e e s would i n d i c a t e t h a t i t was no t r e d u c e d to a l o w 
r a t e , the i1reman c f e n g i n e S10 s a y i n g i t was about 30 m i l e s 
an hour , w h i l e the f l a g m a n though t the t r a m p a s s e d t n a t p o i n t 
a t a p r e t t y h i g h r a t e o f speed Tne f i r s t t he eng ine c r ew of 
eng ine 210 knew o f a n y t h i n g wrong was when t h e y f e l t the a i r 
b r a k e s a p p l i e d i n emergency Engine-nan S Til th s a i d h i s e n g i n e 
then seemed, to be p u l l e d down and as he l o o k e d back he saw a 
s t r e a k c^ f i r e F i r e m a n H u f f s t e t t l e r , of e n g i n e 153, thought 
the r e a r t e n d e r t r uck of tha t e n g i n e was the f i r s t to be d e ­
r a i l e d None o f t h e s e employees n o t i c e d a n y t h i n g to i n d i c a t e 
tha t t h e r e was a n y t h i n g wrong w i t h the t r a m , w h i l e F i r e m a n 
H o f f s t e t t l e r s a i d t h e r e had been no unusual r o c k i n g o f t h e 
t ende r o f e n g i n e 153. 

^ i t h e n g i n e 153 h e i n g o p e r a t e d b a c k i n g up, the o p e r a ­
t i o n o f tne t r a m s h o u l d nave been g o v e r n e d by o p e r a t i n g r u l e 
1342, r e l a t i n g to tne d u t i e s of engmemen T n i s r u l e r e a d s as 
f o l l o w s * 

"They must n e v e r ran t n e i r e n g i n e back i , T ard 
o v e r tne mam t r a c k wnen i t can oe t u rned u n l e s s t h e y 
have o r d e r s to do so o r c i r c u m s t a n c e s r e q a n e i t 
Tnen so running, m e y must n e v e r e x c e e a a speed o f 
f i f t e e n m i l e s pe r hour " 



V 

_ 3 -

There a r e wyes a t E l e c t r i c M i l l s ana a l s o a t Sucar -
n c c h e e , 2 8 m i l e s sou th o J E l e c t r i c J i l l s , owned by a l e g g i n g 
r e a d , and a t tne t i n g cf t n i s a c c i d e n t the m o b i l e & Ohio R a i l ­
r o a d had the p r i v i l e g e of u s i n g t h e s e wyes . Conductor A r c n e r , 
h o ^ e ^ e r , s a i a he had n e v e r seen the wye a t E l e c t r i c M i l l s , a l ­
though he nad had 22 y e a r s ' s e r v i c e on t h i s d i v i s i o n , and t h a t 
ne wou ld no t a t t empt to use the o t h e r wye because ne was no t 
f a m i l i a r w i t h i t , d i d n e t know vne thsr an e n g i n e would go around 
i t , and cscause t h e r e were i n s t r u c t i o n s i n e f i e c t not t o use i t . 
Ch ie f D i s p a t c h e r V e s t a l a l s o s a i d he c*id no t m o w o f t h e s e wyes 
e v e r h a v i n g been u s e d by crews o f the M o b i l e & Ohio R a i l r o a d , 
tha t he knew of no a r rangement f o r us ing them, and t ha t on a 
f o r m e r o c c a s i o n the roadmas te r and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t nad s a i d i t 
was no t s a f e to tu rn an e n 5 m e on them 

The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n p l a c e d by tae employees on t h a t 
p a r t c f r u l e 1342 r e s t r i c t i n g speed t o 15 m i l e s an nour, was 
t na t i t a p p l i e d o n l y wnen an e n g i n e was b a c k i n g up by i t s e l f 
or as the l e a d i n g e n g i n e of a t r a m , Ch ie f D i s p a t c h e r V e s t a l , 
Conductor A r c h e r , and Enginenan Smi th no t c o n s i d e r i n g i t t o 
a p p l y whan the e n g i n e be ing so o p e r a t e d TUSLS the second e n g i n e , 
and Engineman S^tith a l s o s a i a t n a t a s n o r t t i m e p r e v i o u s l y he 
had hand l ed a dead e n g i n e m h i s t r a m , b a c k i n g up, and r e ­
c e i v e d o r d e r s not t o e x c e e d a s p e e d o f 30 m i l e s an hour Con­
d u c t o r A r c h e r a l s o s a i d he had h a n d l e d t e n d e r s oy t h e m s e l v e s 
a t a speed o f 30 m i l e s , and he c o n s i d e r e d them the same as a 
box c a r . C h i e f D i s p a t c h e r V e s t a l c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t he c r e w o f 
t r a i n Ho. 5 had c o m p l i e d w i t h r u l e 1342 as to speed m o p e r ­
a t i n g t h e i r t r a i n f rom E l e c t r i c M i l l s t o the p o i n t o f a c c i ­
den t , a d i s t a n c e o f aoou t 14 m i l e s , m 37 m i n u t e s , i n c l u d i n g 
one slowdown and f o u r f u l l s t o p s , a t one o f wh ich Doth e n g i n e s 
t o o k w a t e r . 

I t f u r t h e r a p p e a r e d t h a t Engmeman Smi th , a c c o r d i n g 
t o h i s own s t a t e m e n t , had a sked Engmeman B a s k i n now f a s t he 
wanted t o t r a v e l , and he s a i d Engineman B a s k i n r e p l i e d t h a t he 
d i d n o t c a r e ; Engmeman S ruth a l s o s t a t e d t h a t i f he nad oeen 
h a n d l i n g e n g i n e 153 and had oeen a s k e d how f a s t he wanted t o 
t r a v e l he arould have s a i d no t o v e r 15 m i l e s an hour. F i r eman 
H u f f s t e t t i e r , h o w e v e r , s a i d t h a t a t E l e c t r i c M i l l s he and 
Engmeman B a s k i n had t a l k e d aoou t t he speed and b o t h w e r e 
d o u b t f u l as t o whe ther i t was no t t o o h i g h f o r an e n g i n e oack-
m g up. S u p e r v i s o r B e n n e t t , j u d g i n g from t h e w r e c k a g e , e s t i ­
mated t n a t t r a i n No. 5 had been t r a v e l i n g a t a speed o f 35 
m i l e s and hour , i f n o t more, a t t h e t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t . 

Eng ine 153 i s o f the 4 - 6 - 0 t y p e . The o r i g i n a l t ank 
had a c a p a c i t y of 4 ,000 g a l l o n s o f w a t e r , but when the e n g i n e 
was i n t h e shops i n November, 1931 , p r i o r t o b e i n g p l a c e d i n 
work t r a m s e r v i c e , a n o t h e r tank was a t t a c h e d which i n c r e a s e d 
t h e w a t e r c a p a c i t y t o 7 ,000 g a l l o n s , and the f u e l c a p a c i t y to 
15 t o n s , w h i c h was a much l a r g e r f u e l c a p a c i t y than tha t o f 
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t h e f o r m e r tank Exai t ina txon o f the e n g i n e , o o t h a t tne p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t and a f t e r i t nad been r a r a i l e d , d i s c l o s e a n o t h i n g 
about i t w h i c h c o u l d have caused the d e r a i l m e n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a o c i d e n t was c a u s e d by e n g i n e 153 b e i n g o p e r a t e d 
b a c k i n g up a t an e x c e s s i v e r a t e o f speed o v e r uneven tr-acit. 

Under r u l e 1343, e n g i n e s b a c k i n g up ^nou ld not be o p ­
e r a t e d a t a speed i n e x c e s s of 13 m i l e s an hour , y e t the e v i ­
dence i n d i c a t e s t h a t t r a m No. 5 had been o p e r a t e d at an a v e r ­
age r a t e o f speed o f 30 m i l e s an hour , and i t i s apparen t tha t 
t h i s r ^ t e o f speed , c o u p l e d w i t h t h e l o w - jo in ts a p p r o a c h m g the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , c aused the t e n d e r of e n g i n e 153 t o r o c k to 
such an e x t e n t as to p e r m i t the w h e e l s t o oe d e r a i l e d . 

A l l o f the employees i n v o l v e d were e x p e r i e n c e d men, 
and a t the t i m e oi t h e a c c i d e n t none of them nad been on du ty 
m v i o l a t i o n of any o f the p r o v i s i o n s of t h e hours of s e r v i c e 
l a w 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. ' p . B o r l a n d , 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 


