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l a JNû  I n r e a t i g a a o a ^ • 
aa th* H o b l l o * Shift ltallroad* near 

fc*wiyf 4l*<t #»* ***** 

Oa June 89. m e * t h a r * a n * * he«a***ttd o o l l i e i a u 
between * paaaaagsr t r a i n and A Utffcft * n g l a * on III* H o b i l * 
* Ohio t te l l road near L a w l y , A l a * * an ion neanltod Am tho 
doatb e f t a t f i i w a n o * t b a paaaeafiar t r a i n and tba tartar 
o f 34 $ * * * * * * * * * and s esployaaa* A f t * * i t t r e o t l g a t i o a o f 
t h i a acc iden t , t h * e M a f o f a h * & l * l e i o a o f ^ a f a t y rap* * * * * 
a * f o l l o w * * 

©outbboaod passenger t r a i n * o * %&f cons is ted o f 1 
cofflbiaation a a l l and haggag* aa** aad S coacfesa, hauled b y 
locomot ive 80« and waa la ©bars* o f Oaisdnator 0*Goanor and 
Bnglnoaaa e o n a o l l * I t waa an r o u t e r r o n toiaesloo**, A l a * * 
t o V o a t g o n c m A l a * I t l o f t f twc^oos* a t ?*f0 *#»#» o n 
t i n s , passed G e a t e r r i l l o , t o o l a a t # n toA*$r*jfe o f f l o o 
and 10 a l l o o a o r t a o f t a o po in t o f aeo4dont t a t *#so * *** 
and a t 8*65 a * n * o o U i d o d w i t b northbound * * b * n 14* * t a 
p o i n t about 3 n U « * n o r t h o f t a w i y * w h i l * t r a v e l i n g a t a 
apood estimated t o haw* boon about 0 a l i a * par hotuv 

Sortbboumd sartra iff* a looomotiir* tunning l i g h t * 
wa* i n s h a m * o f Xnslna&an T̂ tiw aad f l r o n a n iJEfftrliife T b l * 
l o c o a o U v e aa* r e t u r n i n g f r o a K a p l s s v i l l * t o fnsoalooaa 
a f t e r hawing helped a f r e i g h t t r a i n t o fctplosvlli** I t l o f t 
B & p l o a v i l l a a t * # s a a . n * and a f t e r r o o o i v i a * a t r a i n o r d e r 
a t U w l y , l o f t t h a t po in t a t e*S0 « * * * and o o m d e i w i t h 



tra in Ho* 107* Train &o* 107 was duo to lootr© Trio* tho first 
station north of Lawly sad d*7 alleo therefrom, at 8«45 »•&•*, 
S minutes before extra 1©7 left Luwly* 

Both looojsotives wore derailed and bs*ily donŝ od 
ĥile the forward end of tho ©oxablnation oar wo tolooeojiod 

by tha t«ader of loeOEOtive 20a a distance of about SI f oot* 
Heitbor of th® 3 oo&eh&s mis derailed and they ou&t&laed only 
slight dassge* 

This part o f tbe Mobile & Ohio Railroad is & alhglo 
track lino* Ho block siga&l aystesi is in use, tra ins boine 
operated by train orders and time*eard rights* Approooblng 
tho point of 00illsIon from the north* tbe track i s on a 
tangent for a distance of about 3309 foot* followed by a carve 
to the right ay proximately 1170 foot in length; then tfcore is 
another tangent about 180G foot in length* Tbe collision oc­
curred on the surra aftout 320 fast south of Its northern ond* 
Tha graae i;» descending for southbound trains* varying from 

onf-balf to 1 per coat* On account of tbo curve beia$ is a 
out of about 10 feet* with thick woods on tbo inside of tbo 
durve, the range of vision of tbo angina crews limited to 
about 600 foot* 

tnglnefflan Troy of extra 16? atated that just as bis 
engino una passing tb# offloe at tmrLyt tbe operator displayed 

the t ra in order board* le stopped t basked nv* rosolved a train 
order to moet another train and sskoa operator i f that was 
all* th© operator replying tbat it vras* go stated that he then 



•3-

proceeded north, entirely overlooking train 5o# 107* He aa* 
ttetad the speed of hi& engine at. the time of tho accident to 
have been about 35 nilss per hour* 

Fireman Hopkins stated that when leaving S»awly ho 
did not think about train So* 107* So wa^ husy working on tho 
fire, but shortly aft©* leaving Lswly he renanhared train Ho* 
10? and aafced Engtassian Troy where fthoy wore solas to meet 
that train, and at about this time he looked ahead and saw it 
approaching around the eurve** 

This accident was caused by extra 10? occupying the 
main sr&cfe on tho tlss# of a anterior train, for which Ifajginesaan 
Troy if responsible* 

As previously st&t©̂  there #er# no block signals in 
uso cm this part of tho Mc&ile & Ohio Railroad and therefore 
there waa nothing ts rsasine th© engineman of extfa 16? that h© 
had overlooked a superior train* ?xftro 107 was boln® opo-rated 
light fro® SSapî vills to Tuio&loofj, a distance of 50 ailes 
with only the anglnê sn :md fireman is charge* On naay rail* 
roads it is the practice* to ro uiro a conductor or pilot to 
accompany a light engine on a nove&ent over fche line, ©vi&aatly 
as a cheaU upon tho cngineKnn and to insnro its protection and 
proper operation* S V J such a requirement bean in fore© on this 
railroad, it is not proh*.bXo that train So* 107 would havo ®mn 
overlooked tsoth hy the enclneoan aad the conductor Off pilot* 

Ia$i8cmsa Troy va^ asuloyod as an CBgittcmaa la 190S» 
after 0 years* experience a& an̂ laeman on other roads* 



Fireasaa Hopkins was employed as a firman in 1908* At tna 
time of tbe a a (da eat tbey ba4 been on duty Is as than fiye bouro* 


