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July 10, 1914.

In re Investigeticon of Accldent on the Hisaocurl, Kansus
% Texas Railway Coapany of Texzua, near Weat Peint,
Taxas, on Hay 27, 1914.
EIITESRTEIR

Un Hay 27, 1914, there was a derailment of a frelght train
on the dissouri, Eansss & Toxaps Reilway Company of Texus, near
Wast Point, Texas, resulting in the death of two smplayees.

After lnveatigation of this accldent the Chief Inspector
of Qafety Apnlinncesd raports as follows:

Prain 8c. 97, 2 leoenl freight rumning from Solthville to
flousten, Taexass, consiated of 14 cers and a enbooge, hsuled by
logomotive 507, and waz in charge of Comductor Collins and
Engineman MeElroy. This train left Smithvillae 3t 6170 =, o, and
wad depzsiled at about 6168 «.it. about two mllesz north of Lest
Point whilse ruwadng st a sused of from 5 to 10 ilas yer hour.

The locomotive =nd first four curs were deruilea on the
inslde of the curve while the front trucks of the $1ifth oar
wore deralled. Locometive 507 cnte to reat on itz left slde
about 140 faet south of the point of dersilment, while the first
car turned on its side with its rear end lying on the tender.
The megond car w:8 leaning to the left at an angle of 45% snd
praetieslly purallel with the first ear, the thlrd cer remained
in an woright poaition in the reer of the first two eers and at
rizht engles with the trasek, while the fourth gar landed in the
coening made by the £il1 sliding. The engineman snd fireman
were plnned under the locomotive and first car, respectively,
»nd k1lled. The dsmage to the equipmsnt was slight. ZThe

weather at the time waz eloudy.
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The diviston upon which this accident cceurred {5 a single-
track line, tralns being operasted by the train-order gystenm.
Approsching the polnt of saccident from the north there faz & 49
curve léading to the right, followed by about 200 feet of tan-
zent, and then & 4° curve lending to the left. The derailuent
aceurred on this second curve. 4t the point of accldent there
is & descending srade of 17 for southbound trains.

The tr.ck on either 2ize of the point of seceldent is laid
with 30=-foot rails, welghlng 66 ounds to the yard, on ouk and
pine ties, 18 to the ruil. Oa the curve tie plutes were used
and the ralls single snilked lnzide and outside, sxcent in plzces
on the outside of the gurve, at which placgs they were double
ayiked. The track was bellzstsd with gravel and eindars, frem
30 to 26 inches deen, wmd folrly well maintained. The surfice
end allgnment in nsarby euts .re in poor conditien en aceount
of laeik af drainage. at the oint of asceident the track Is lzid
on 2 PL11 in s ravine st the psge of 3 4Hill, This fill is large-
ly composed of u sospstone Toru: tion whieh, when wet, haz littles
holding guallties, The Lilla to the west of the track drsin
egatwerd and zt the jolnt of sceident & pepket Lo formed by the
111 which catches the water unud forms a posl. This ool was
about 75 feet long with :n aversge width af 35 feet and 7% feet
deen in plaeea. The wuter in thda pool was within about R feet
of the crown of the {111 for a dlastance of about 45 faet.

The records of the W%eather Durean show that the rainfsll

in this vicinity for the )jast 90 days waa 24.7 imphes and wesh-

outs ana darallments dus to 3oft track were freguent. .
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On Hay 7th, severul slow orders were Lsaued, swmony thenm
baing order Ne. 600, reading aa follows:

"iccount heavy raing having demaged road bed in
nupercus places, rendering it impracticable to gov-
er them by alow orders, Engineers must run careful-
ly arcund curveaz and down hills and lose time when
in thelr judgment it is neceszary to insure absolute
szfety, and will use extreme esution in heading in,
baeking out of siding, and handling trains on frog
and turnputs garefully.”

Conduetor Collliaa of train Ho. 97 atated that at the time
of the aceldent ha wes riding in tie enpolx of tho ¢abonse and
hind 2 good view of the troex: shesd. There was noethinsg to at-
trret hlp attentlon to lte danserous cendition, his Tirat in-
tination thot anything wus erong belng when he sfw the locomotive
leaving thoe track, at wileh tiae be avllael the alr hrokes from
the eahacga. e 1mmld ha had regeived 3 d0py of slow order Mo,
609 4and at the tizne o ftup acclédent the gpsed o7 nls trnln was
ahout 8 miles ner hour. He astated that ths £111 secousd to slide
out froqa under the traek and alftar the aceldent Lt et falling
off in amsll »icces. There was water all over the agroind at the
2oint of aceldent and the 11l gaenmad 4o Be saturated with 1t.
lig snuid he pasaed over tuis sleece of traci on the svenlng yrior
to the aceident and apparently 1t was in goed eonditioa,

Arakenan Rach of traln Me. 97 ststed that he wes riding on
the third car from the locomotlive and on looking ahead saw the
locomotive leaving the trock, the speed of his frain at thst time
baing about £ or 10 21les per hour, Prior o the aceldent he had
heen looking ahead and noticed nothing wrong with the frael, &and
anid that if it had heen out of alligznment t0 a very grost extent

he would have notlcad it. In his opinion the uceldent was ocused
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by the £11l havling too much water under it, causing it to give way

under the welght of locomotive Nu. 507. After tlie sccident the
woter from the pool heside the track ran through the openlng in
tha f1i1l, and there secemed to be a great quentity of weter all
over the greund in that vicinity.

Seotion Foreuan Highsmith, in charge of that section of track

upon which this acoident sccurred, stated that there was a very
hesvy rein on the evening bhefors the aceident and a grest amount
of water wes cn the right of way. lie passed over this plece of
tragx at about 63130 and 9100 on the evening prior to the accident
snd noted nothing wrong. e had never had ocecasion to put out a
aslow order over thls particular »iece of tracik and consiqerad 1t
one of the best plecua of traek in hils secticn,

Rogdmsster Croot at.oted 1t to be his opinion that the acel-
dent wmas caused by the £111 becnmling goft and gliding out from
under loconotlve 507. e thou;ht the alide would have occurred
aven had there .10t hegn a 00l of snter beside the track because
the £11) was composad of joint cluy and when saturated by the
heavy rulns had very Little .olding guallties. Ue did not know
whother or not there wea 3 drain under the 111 and thought the
water in the pool woulid llave to be about five feet deep before it
would drain out, Trainmaestor Hanas and District Engineer H1ll
axoragsed gimllar oninions az to the cuuse of the eccolident.

Paagsenger treln Jo. 05 aaagsed over the point whare the acci-

dent ocourred ubout 40 minutes before train Ho. 97, running at a
speed Of 20 or 25 wlles pér nour. The engineman dfv;hat truin

st.ted thet he notived nothinyg unusual in the track,
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i8 both the sngineman and flremsn of train No, 97 wsre
killed in the aceldent, it could not be determined what part
cf the locoaotive or trainm was firast derailed, but it iz be-
lisved that this secldent was caused by the £111 sliding, on
ageount of the non-resisting forsaticn of the materlal of which
1t wan composed, which had been softened by the protracted and
excessglive ralnfall. This conditlon was also sggruvated by the
lack of proger dralnage. The superelavation of the traci &t
the point of acecident was about four loches, and on ncegunt of
the low speed of train No. 97, 1t 13 believud the greastar jor-
tion of its weight wes placed on the lower pall, cnrusing thst
alde of the 11l to zive way,

41l of the emplovees Involved In this mccldent had ygood
records, and fone had been on duty in vioclation of the hours

of aervicae law,
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