
no. M* 

In re invest! at io*̂  of in ecclder t which occurred 
on the Missouri, Eenccs K Texaa Pel I way Company 

of Texas, et **e tango. Tunas, 
on Aupuet 16, 1917. 

teptesher 1% 1017. 
On Auwitt 16, 1017, there w«® ft heed-eod oolilslon between 

e freight trein en-' e peeeenR«r trtln on the ftCissourl, Kenssc « 
Texes Priiv;fy Compsny of Texin, fit Ws taupe, Texas, vhleh resulted 
in the fleeth of two employee* end th© injury of forty-teven p»een-
gers siw* four eaployeee. After investigation th© Chief of the 
Pivision of rpfety reports as follow*} 

The *ort vorth division, on whlch thle ecclcent occurred, 
extendi from ^ort ™orth, Tex., to *"hltesboro, Tex., « dletenee of 
71*4 mil en, fr/ to 0}.«r©ted Jointly hy the Tone* % Pioiflc Reilwey 
"IV TH® Wisaouri, KNNMN K Texas Bnllwey Company of Tex.a»» under 
th« supervision **«f the Texas K Pacific officials. It le @ slngle-
track Hue sine" train® ere operated hy maouni block *i#nei system, 
tlnw-tftble end tmin order®, th® trein order* being trenenltted by 
telephone. 

fouthbound fr*!.ht train So. 371 consisted of locomotive 
743? V- loaded oer* an"1 a caboose, In obarge of Conductor Good en<! 
»n*1ncman Hut chine* This trnin left Henleon, Texas, st 1.50 p.m., 
4 bourr <-.nd 30 nlnut»» let© end arrived nt reteuga st about §.&2 
p.m., where the crew in cherge received tr«ln order Mo. $4, reed­
ing n« follows! 

"No. 330, Va*. ?7l, melt st Hodge until nine naught 
one, 0.01 p.m., "or 371, ?ng. 743.* 

Th« train was delayed et Tatauar. on account of a hot jour­
nal box on one of the cars, an.! when it Decerns eppsrent thet It 
could not rsach Kodge, 5.1 silts south of *"etauga, in the time speci­
fied In trein order Ho. >*U., the dispatcher informed the conductor 
that he coul *-lve Mm no more time on train Ko. 330, end directed 
hln to fines the trrin on the paseiftr traok. Trein So, 371 left 
th*- station at evout -̂ ,50 p.m., pulled down ths NMIN traok to tbe 
T-'H»sln? track switch south of the stetlon, and was tryln/r to beck it 
In the ps«lng track when it wn$ struck by passenger train So, 
330, at ebsot n.15 p.m. 

Korthb-nrnd psfffcen̂ er tr*ic Ko, ^30, en route from Sen 
jictTio, Tex., to f t . Louis, Ko,, consisted of locomotive No. ?7i, 
o»# ba<?̂ n;re osr, n̂a c^r.bination mail car coach, one coach, ona 
chel r oar TR-E two nullv.'-n F-lo»rers, in oh«r*e of Conductor Frame 
are Tr*.**nemen fc.v t. Tha cr is efecsr## received train ore®r So, BL 
et fort Worth "Bf the train left there et about *«55 p.m., 35 minutes 
late, pasead |*W crossing tower, 2,<̂  nt lea south of Tfntauge, et about 
o.i? p,«t. t where they receiver* « eautlon cerd dlrooting them to proceed 
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under control , expecting to find t w i n No, 371 trying to b a d in 
et *eteuKJ», rn-; at ft point 3,010 feet routh of * ha *cuth passing trrok nt * ' R t * u r n , thi? train collided wi th train N "»71 while 
runr.ln.t at a rpeef *ati'-*ted to hew been from ?5 to 35 mile* tn 

^ hour. 

Both ioeoraotives were euipped with f*leetrie h®«<s l i gh t s 
wMoh were burning brightly et the time of collision, 

Th© firemen end enginemen of trnlm Bo, 330 were killed and 
both locomotive* **ere derailed em» considerably demsged. The 
cisterr, on the tander of loeoeatlv© 7,71 w«a torn loose from It® 
fre-r rvs Jenmed egelna* the boiler fceft-% while the resr the 
tender telescoped the fcee* en-; of the cer immediately behind it , 
breaking the er.y In two en.* >rnetleelly ^eetroyiag i t . The second 
car fro-r the head end of trein f?o» 371 wee destroyed, hut none of 
th*1* ether e^rs wee soriouely demeged. The woether et the t ip* was 
cleer* 

The treek at : oint ->f collision extends generally north 
and south anc* is Istd on s 15-foot f i l l with an necandiag grade of 
• S5£ f'̂ r northbound t w i n s . The tr»ok consis ts of 75-pound steel 
rails lei'-1 >n oak »ies, ballsste*' with cinders *ne In fair surface 
end elirlnment. Appro* e hi nr. the scene of sooldent from the couth 
the treek i i etrelent for 6,825 fee t , then there 1** e ?-degree 
ourve to thr left, 7^0 feet long, tbon « tangent 611 feet long, 
then s ?j-e«gree curve to tbe left, J IP feet loaf, then a tangent 
?5.1 feet ions extending to point of c o l l i s i o n , 

A few deys efter the eecl«3er<t is test was made with two looo-
r.otiva«t to aeteralne the reng«» of vision of the englnemtn end fire-
vm of trcln "*3Q» "pproechi nr the eoone of accident. By this test 
i t w*t anecrttinef* Ihst ths fireren cmiir heve seea the e l e c t r i c 
headlight -nf tr in 371 e t * fiintm®® of 6,/.P5 feet end tha englnemsn 
oould have seen It nt s distance of 1,0?5 feet, 

Eicpeteher Beekler, who w«® on .tuty et wstsuga s t the time 
of the accident, stated that when train No, 371 arrived st Wsteugs 
he iesued trein order Ho, giving thet train until 0.01 p.m. to 
rereh Podpe on account of trein Bo. 330 b«*in(? 1st®, an<* icter, when 
it becewe apparent thet t re in fto, 371 coulf* not reach Hodge In the 
time specified in the order, h© directed the operator to sdvlso tbe 
crew thet he coul<* five them no more time on train Sn, 330, and for 

•
•her to wove their trrin in on the ; esslng-treek. He stated that he 
then instructed the operator et fiw crossing to issue a osutlon oerd 
to train Ko. 330, Hreetlng thet train to proceed under control to 
"etauge, expecting to find train Ko. 371 la the block, and to aske 
« notation thereon thet *Wo, l?i i s back In?, in st W&tsuge*" 

Operator Cady, on duty i t Watauga, etetedi that, acting upon 



INETRU«TIONE ?IVEN HER BY * LVPETETER BEEFIER, T>H© ER!7LEEG FELL* CON­
DUCTOR OF TRAIN LO. *>7L THET M A TRAIN EOULT BE *IVEN NO MORE TLAE 
>© TRELN NO. 3JN .-N*1 ^LREOTOO HIM TO R-LNCE HIS TRAIN ON THE ©NEELNE; 

•

TR^CV. UPON RE*JUE»T OF - HE OPERATOR AT FW OR©©©!©*?, A HE FA*© HLW 
THE MOOK AT *.57 P .M. FOR TRAIN 1?©. 3 3 0 , BUT ARFVLEEC MR, THET TRAIN 
SO. "»7I TRYLN- TO BE OK IN AT THE EOUTH PORSINP-TRAOK SWITCH «N<! 
THRT NE ENOULC -<IRE TH© CREW OF TRR<IN KO. 330 © CAUTION CARD. 

OR.ORFTOR BOCK, ON «*UTY ET SW EROESLNR, STATED THET WHEN HE 
WAR INF ©RATE©' BY 0P«FRF-T©R CADY THET TRAIN HO. 171 WAS NOT I S THE 
CLEAR, HE PLEOEFL THE BLOCK *I~NAL IN THO CAUTION POSITION EN© EE 
TRRIN HO. 330 PES NEE HI * RT ABOUT © . 1 ? P . M . , RUNNING ET E EPEEDI OF 
7 OR 0> AILES ENH HOUR, HE TFELIVEREA » OEUTLON CARD TO FTOSSEON® IN THE 
ENGINE **n? ->S* TO THO CONDUCTOR. 

CONDUCTOR GOO-":, OF TREIN KO. 3 7 1 , ATATED TBAT HE RECEIVED 
* COPY OF TREIN ORO©R HE* S4 ET W«T©U£©, r.A EFTER ATT®R4INI TO THE 
HOT HON F"rt BE'NF UNABLE TO GET ANY STORE TIRE ON TRAIN 3 3 0 , FEE ELG-
N*VLL©<? THE ©N$IN«»S» TO PULL FLOWN THE MELN TRACK AN<! BUCK IN ON THE 
PEAELNP TR*OK ROUTH O" S'E ETETLON, AA INATRUOT©*4: BY THE OPERATOR ET 
WE TAUPE, A«>* E» EOON AR THE TRAIN mm to A ATOP ET THE EOUTH SWITCH, 
THE BEND* BRAKE**©E, -HO WEE RITFLNG IN TH© ©ABOOE® >*ITH AIM, ©TART©4 
AH©©«! TO FLOFR AT ABOUT S.«>0 Y . M . HE ATATED THAT TH© BRAKES*© HEFL 
©BOUT LI OR I ? STLNUTEE IN WHICH TO ?o TO THE HE©*! EN^ OF HIR TREIN E,NI 
PROTECT I T , ^NC EMITTED THAT HE COUL<* NOT WALK THE REQUIRED ^ I A ^ I N G 
RLETESEE \i> THET TIME, AFTER REEOHLN THE AOUTH EWLTOH, TBE ENGINE-
•̂O& RAR*E ABOUT A HO.IF <'07EN ATTEMPTS TO BEOK THE TRAIN, BUT COULD 

NOT -I© RO ON ACCOUNT -;F THE ^RTU!©. CONDUCTOR GOOC ETA TEN THET H© <?1P 
not VNO-W WHETHER FUEEESWERE CARRIED ON THE ENGINE, BUT AEEUM©<! THAT 
•.*•© PROPER FLEGGING EQUIPMENT *»ER OARRL©<5 THERE, AN<*. EALD THET THE 
ACCIDENT WOULC NOT NEVE BEEN PREVENTED EVEN THOU, HF A FUEE© HE< BEEN 
UEE4 T BEEAUEE HI* FLA^M»N NOT RET FAR ENOEU^H EHEED. 

7NI>« NERCNN HW!GINA, OF TRAIN NO. 3 7 1 , ETA TEN THET WHEN HE 
**TW THET IT •-OUL'- BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIE TRAIN TO R-EACH KORTGE BY 9 ,01 

• , HA P.OUNOED THE ^MATLE AT EBOUT *?.50 P .M. FOR THE FLAGMAN TO 
PROTEST TH© HEED END OF P.I» TRAIN. IN ABOUT FOUR OR FIVE &LNUTE© 
HE RECEIV©©1 A RLRNEL FROEV THE REAR TO E J O V O HIE TRAIN «!OWA TH© MELN 
TRFEOK TO TH© FOUTH P©EELNG*TRACK EWITEH, END DIRT A©. THEN HE HAD 
R.ULIA<! -O*-N A SUFFICIENT ^LETENOE, HE TRIED TO BEOK THE TREIN IN ON 
TR« ; EEEINF-TRNOK, BUT OOUL5 COT <*O ®O ON ACCOUNT OF THE $RRED©, «NC* 
HA HE WAA EIPTOTINR TRAIN !*©• 3 3 0 , TO ARRIVE WITHIN O »HORT TIR.E, BE 
EOUNW©^ TH® WHLETLE EREIN FOR THE FLEGAEN AA^, AFTER WELTING A ABORT 

•
TINE *RV* THE FIEEJMEN NOT APPEERLNG, HA <!IR©©T®^ THE FIREMEN TO A© 
FIFCEAJ «N-1 FL»« TRAIN BO, 3 3 0 , ••R.C TO KEEP ^OLNG UNTIL HE NET THET 
TREIN, •••M' TH*» REE,AN TOOK « ROC* LI HT AND }*T«RT©FL «IUEAF ON THE RUN. 
HO AANU®E<1 *.;,«T T W I N XO. ^30 ROUI^ REOELV© A CAUTION CARD ET !*W 
EROEEINI? *rA THOUGHT THE ENISLNEMEN OOULD EEE THE EIEETRLO HEEDLL^HT 
OF HIS TR^LN FOR E PITTANCE OF N RILE ©N'T « HALF, EN<? ROUL-; BE RUNNING 
SLOWLY. HE EEW THO ELECTRIC L-EA^LIRHT jf TRAIN KO, 330 ^H«N IT WEE 



S O U I E l i t t le dlatenee A W A Y , B U T T H A T T R A I N S . * * 1 4 N O T eppear T O T L E E K E N 

Its S P E E D onf collided W I T H M S trein et « speed O F a boot 3 5 ml loo 
A N hour, 

?i remen iiouk, of train Hj, 1 7 1 . eteted T H A T H I ® trein 
pulled f*^tm T O T H A F - > ' A T H pnteing-TR^ck switch eh*' H I D S » D E T W O O R 

T H R E E unsuccessful A T T E M P T ® T O B E C K I N W H E N T H E englneman told H I M 

T O R U N ebond *e F E R as H E o*suld end ^leg tr*in B O , 3 3 0 , He etetee 
tYft H E T O O K red L A N T E R N E N < ? . T O R P E D O © * * W I T H M M A N D had reached 
" • oint A B O U T 11 t«iegrssph I > O I E ^ F R O M T U « J beei a.nf O F M* T R A I N 

W H C R . trMn *»39 aaaed H I - , W I T H O U T hee 11 n** H I * atop Mftnelt or re-
^ U E I N P S P E E D . H E F L R A T S E W R , H E hesdiirht O F tr*Mn 3J0 W H E N I T W A S 

A B O U T a half mile away F R O © him, He edmltted rhet he should heve 
# C N E n "interne O F ?0 T E L E G R A P H toi^/- T O E F F O R T ? F U L L P R O T E C T I O N T O 

train 3 3 0 « 

Heed Brakcae.n Anderson, of tr* In K O , 3 7 1 , S T A T E D T H E T es 
noon « S » I T S tra 1 c R E A C H E D the south switch H E W E N T F O R W A R D T O the 
E N G I N E and L E A R N E D T H A T T H E fl rotten H A D G O N E A H E A D T O flag T R E I N 3 3 0 . 

He N L E O W E N T nheft'* W I T H E wnite lentern and H F I D R©«ehed ft point 
shout * O R 5 telejrrarh r:oi«a ehead O F H I S train W H E N trMn 330 
parsed H I * : E T t. speed O F 30 or 35 R I L E S in houe. H E S S W the em* 1 ne­
mo tt ̂ f that train standing U P end B # L I E V E D T H E T T H E B R A K E S were 
*-jllert J U S T before T H E eollleton occurred* 

C O N D U C T O R Vrame, O < * T R N I N 330, etc ted T H - - T Ma T R E I N L E F T 

»ort vorth et about $ . 5 7 p.m., A F T E R R E C E I V I N G a copy of T R A I N order 
Wo, I I , - lrecting Ma T R A I N to wait at Hodge until 0.01 p.m, for 
tr*ln 1 7 1 . ĥar. ha reached FW crossing, tha B L O C K signal was st 
eautlon an<I H E sew T H E O P E R A T O R there rive a C S U T L O N C A R D T O j?ome-
one I N t,h<» A N S I N E c ^ B A N T * O N E T O the trein P O R T E R , who was riding 
two O F T R T AH<»cd O F H I M . A F T E R peeelng F-W eroeeln* st e S P E E D O F 7 

or * S I L E S . er hour, T H E » P « E D of B J U T R A I N wea T C C R T ® # E D G R A D U A L L Y 

and he S T A R T E D F O R W A R D to S E C U R E T H E emttlon card F R O M T H E P O R T E R , 

but W A * D E L A Y E D bv P E E S T N G C R S esking questions N N D FLID not S E E T B E 

O E U T L O N C«rd U N T I L E F T E R T H E E E O I A E N T . H E mnts T H E eccldant O C C U R R E D 

et 0 , 1 6 O R 0.17 P * M » , ? O D S H E apeed O F H I S T R A I N A T T H E T I M E O F 

C O I I I I I ^ R , a N H O U T 30 tr-i 1 as* **v, H O U R - . N ' : T H A T ht COURT»*er#d T H I S a 
r*"'- spoed S T W H I C H to R U N un^ar e caution C S R « * » B E stated that B E 

fid not see trMn 371 trior to the aooident and the first he knew of 
th* impendIce oollle-ion wes T H E A P P L I C A T I O N of the B R U K E S on his T R E I N 

TrHn Porter Lust*»r, of T R A I N K O , 330, atatad that he re­
ceived T H E C A U T I O N crrd A T FW O R O « S I N G from tho O P E R A T O R as H I S 

T W I N P A S S E D there, reed I T , A N D S T A R T E D B E C K T O D E L I V E R it T O Con­
ductor Pr««4«, B U T the C O L L I S I O N O C C U R R E D B E F O R E H E y««ehed him. H E 

thought T H E epeetf of H I A train W F F 7$ or 30 tMlee ?n hour A T T H E T I M E 

of C O L L I S I O N . 

Thi* S E C T D E N T wee ®rv>nmi\ by T R A I N Ko. 3 7 1 occupying the main 
T R E E K O N the time O F t superior t r * I N W I T H O U T P R O P E R flag protection, 
for which the crew I N ohnrge Is responsible* 
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Rule ©« of the Tesras? * paelfl© operating rule© governing 
th© operation of treine over the jo i s t track upon which th© ©col­
dest oocurred, provide© in port as follows: 

•When a train stop© or la £ el aye/,, under elrcumetano©© in 
which i t may he ©v©rt©k©n by another trMn, the flapten muet go ba ok 
immediately with atop ©i&nel© a suff ic ient dlefcenoe to Insure f u l l 
pr-ot#©tion« when recalled, he u&f return to hla t ra in , f i r e t p i t c -
Inp tm torpedoes on the rail when the condition* require i t , 

Tho front of a troln suet be protected in the antae way, 
•*heo neeeeeary, by th© brakemen* 

In owe*? of mergeitcy the fir«u©B auet protect the front of 
*he twelft.* 

TI-© beat! brak©sa,n of treln No. 171, wh©#© duty w»e to 
protaet the head end of hie trein, waa In the ©ebooe© when It r««©h©4 
the south #ritob at §.50 p.m., j^©n oi rented by tn© conductor 
to protect the h©»d ©n*? of hie train, proceeded t© .1© ©o with only 
e -hit© llsht. The connuotor of trein lo* 371 la et feult for not 
having the brekeiaan or a flagman on th© front and of Me treln when 
I t reached th® ©witoh, ao «r to be l a position to go aheart" promptly 
and $ive i t proper fl©# protect ion. The on#fln«fK©n of train So. 371 
1© eleo et fault ."or not e©ndln# his fireman out sooner to protect 
the heart end of hie trsin when the hrefcomen £id not respond promptly 
to Me eltrnele, 

Th© en£inemen end conductor of t ra in i o . 330 *»r© eieo »t 
f©ult *or cot bavins thei r train under control after paaalng SW 
oroeelnf, where a caution ©@rd was iseued to thea, informing ihem 
that trrin 371 wa in the block. 

1»ul# 3©>3?«*C of the Tex© a It Paci f ic oper©tln£ rules read© 
*e follow©t 

^hm tr®lm rove under (Seutlon Cerd, they mutt 
proceed under control . 

The evidence le ©on©lu»lve that the apeed of trein Ko. 330 
at the tin® af the co l l l e ion was at leeet 30 mile© an hour. By e 
teet it #«a deEsonatreted tfeet the rnflnemen and flreaen of train 330 
cot l\ heve seen the headlight of t re in 371 In suf f ic ien t time to 
h*va orou^ht t?.olr train to a stop in tire to avoid th© c o l l i s i o n , 
but ** s oth war© kill©'", it le isapoe&ibit' to <'et©ppilne why they 
f©lle<* to here tfe#lr trnin un'er control end apparently overlooked 
tr"In 371; neither le i t poeelble to expleln why they did not nm 
the f 1 reran ©f train Ko. 371, who wee attempting to flap. the®, 
while the conductor eteted thet he -;id not receive a copy of the 
caution ©ard et BW croeeinf, fee admit© that \ « aaw the block elrnel 
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at thet place In the c«ution position, indiosting to him the* 
r.he tloeJc fror. thera to Watouga wes occupied, cn«5 he ahould 
have »e©n to it thet hie trein proceed unf er control when 
in that block. 

All of the ®<*n involve in th!? soeidcnt were experienced 
men, fhe rtoorrft show that Tnginemen Poott was promoted to rnxrine-
seen tn IS89 n̂d since th*n he r b ^ e n held re;onnlMe for two 
collisions? *,nd e dereflnent t ell occurring in 1907, conductor 
Coo*! *•»?< promoted to conductor in 1001, dlsyiuasd oo July ?i, 1906 
for «eo«ptln«:* u scretohed tn*in oreer, reinstated on August 16, 
1006, <<i*cherp«d on July 11, 1000 for responsibility in connection 
. 1th P collision, relnetetsd on August ^ i , 1^11, -••iemissed on 
Keroh "0, 1017, for dsUylag a trein, nurf reinstated on W*y 29, 
1017, yngineswa ihidrine promoted to eiwinemen in 1006, end: 
"©* ^tsolpline*: for violating apeed restriction on «fftnunry 1?, 
1017, end o#«tn for ror*,vm*!blilty tn eonn«ctloa with e. reer end 
collision on Mny ?9, 1917, *i*he rocordt of thr oth#r pioyeee in­
volved ve^e ? o n - . At the tins of the »ccid©st the craw of trein 
No, 171 h*-4 b*»en on •' uty about § hours nd the cr*v of train Wo, 
330 *bout 3 1/2 hours. 


