
No. 232 
December 14, 1914. 

Xa re investigation of accident which occurred 
on tbe Missouri, Xansas & Texas 

Hallway of Texae near 
^argent, Texas, on 
November 10, 1914. 

On November 10, 1914, there was a head-end collision 
cn tbe Missouri, Kansas & Texas Hallway of Texas near Sargent, 
Texas, which resulted in the Injury of 5 employees. After in­
vestigation of this acciient, the chief of the Division of 
"atsty reports as follows: 

On the day of th® accident southbound freight trsin 
No. S3, a seoond-claaa train, was running In two sections, en-
routa from Dallas, Texas, to aellaead, Texas* Th© first section 
oon&lsted of 30 loaded ears, & esapty oars and a caboose, hauled 
by locomotive No. 653, mfi in charge of Conductor "brake 
and Sngineman !teyuolia. It l&ft Dallas at 9*05 p#m,, 5 minutes 
lata, and at about 9*22 p.n. collided with second No. 94 at a 
point about 400 feet south of the north passing traok switch at 
^ur^ent, whioh is 3,a mil'3a »cuth oi Dallas* 

Northbound freight tr^in i»o* 94, a third*claes train, 
w«a aloo running la t%»o â oti-'iuj, tha second section being in­
volved In this accident. It J I P S uade up of 10 loaded ears, 
12 empty cars and a oabooye, hsuled by locomotive No, 554, and 
was in charge of Sonductor -o ling and Engineman ^wlnford. This 
train left Honey prints, ?xnst 1.9 miles south of ^argent, at 
about 9.16 p.m., collie in*-' itu first No* 94 as above ©tatad. 
The speed of a^oh trnin at the tine «sa about 20 miles p«r hour. 
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The locomotive of second Ho. 94 was badly damaged aad 
tbe ft rat oftr of tha trnin was &e«troyod, while tbo next two oars 
were slightly damped. The looosiotiva of first So, 63 waa 
slightly damaged, the first c^r badly damaged and the next four 
ears destroyed, while the sixteenth ear in tha train broke in 
two* ,*lth the axe option of the tender of the locomotive of 
second He, 94, neither locomotive was derailed. 

This part of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Sailway of 
Texas Is a aln^le-truok line. No block signal system is in uoe, 
trains being operated by trnin orders and time-card rights. 
This accident ooeurred on practically level track, on' a curve ot 
& degrees leading to tbe ri^ht for northbound trains. There 
were trees on the inside of this curve Titian ^revonted tho engine 
craws from* seeing each other until about 1700 feet apart. The 
weather at the time waa cloudy, 

2,n$inm&m "%iuford atfitad that at iaxahachlo, S7.3 
miles south of ?arg$nt, train orders were given to him by Bratta-
'asua ^tonor aixo dlJ not read them to him* Amoag tha orders 
wa& trnin order Mo. 76, rising followsj t,ri©ooa& lio. 94, 
.Engine 534, U«s right ove?- second: 2nd 83 to Doilaa.* He then 
read them aloud himself and sc*ld they had righte over trein Ho. 
83 to Dallas, to wnleh 3rnke^an 'Hone? replied In tho afflr-aatira. 
Aft^r picklag up a oar at Konoy «iprin^a he whistled off brsttoe 
and received <» proceed signal fro® tbe oaboosa. Approaching 
"argent, h© aounded the tihU-tlm signal required by tha rules 
when paeeing a side tr̂ esa: and again received a proceed signal 

from the caboose. He then looked ahead and sew a headlight -
approaching. He did not realise that It was an engine until he 
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aaw the reflection from its fire box. Ho than told tho members 

of tbe crew who ware on tbe engine to get off, at tbe some time 

( applying tbe emergency air brakes and sounding tbe whistle. 

after which be Jumped, Snginesman £winford further stated that 

when reading over the ordar he '.mot have overlooked the word 

"second" and therefore had bsob under the impression that his 

train bad rights over train Ko. 83 to Dallas, when &u a matter 

of fast it had rights only over tristia second OS. 

Conductor Dowliag stated that on arrival at ^axahaehie 

at 6.10 p.m. be received an order giving bis trzin rights over 

train second Mo. 83 to JUJ-IUB* lie then inquired of the operator 

as to train first Ho, 83 <mtl was told that it would be on llî e. 

After attending to the unloading of gome freight,b^ seat the 

orders to the engineman by Br^kcman ^toaer, telling hia that thsy 

ought to be able to re«$oh rtvney springe for tr«iia first %Z. 

After stopping at Lancaster, 11,9 ^llcas south of ^argent, ha 

again mentioned the matter t, ZW&XK i>m ''toner and told hia that 

after picking up the car t»t fonoy Springs th#y eovld wait at that 

point for train flrct no. 33. hen th® atop wsa mad© at Ucisey 

springs be was busy saaJun^ out bit* reports, The oar was picked 

up and tbe train aes 10 or 15 enr lengths beyond tbe north switch 

before he realizes where h> <,»nn. He than acksd the brake&<m if 

the fttt^lnem«n had recsivd anything on trein first Mo. ©"3 and 

when the latter replied in th© m K&tive, he told alia to signal 

the ennineiaan to stop, i'hp i^r i--mediately ahead of th© caboose 

had a broken angle cook MH. the roar end, and Oonductor Swilag 

therefore started to cliab over thia oar to the oar ahead in 



order to apply the air brakes. He then saw tbe headlight of 
first Ho. 83 and was afraid to climb orer tha ear, returning 
to the eaboose and giving stop signals from there. He further 
stated t&at be always kept hie orders where tbe rear brakeman 
oould read them whenever he wanted to. Conductor Dowliug also 
aald that be always gave a proeeed signal whenever the engineman 
whistled for it when approaching a passing track. 

Brakeman ^toner stated that he did not know what orders 
were reoeived at A'axahaohio, that no one read them to him, that 
he did not see them and that he did not oarry them forward to 
Knglneaen Twinferd, Leaving ^azahaohle he waa riding on the 
engine and heard the engineman and fireman dlsoussing the orders. 
The enginemon said that they had rights over train R e S3 to 
Dallas. Br^Keman Ttoner further stated that he dia not know 
whether the esglneman whistled off brakes leaving Honey ?prln<ss 
and did not look back to see if a proceed signal had been re­
ceived from the eaboose; neither did be know whether or not the 
enginenan whistled on approaching the passing track at Sargent. 

Rear Brakeman Ceult of Second Mo. Q4 stated that he 
did not read the orders as the conductor did not,make it a 
practice to lot him see them. .*hen asked by tbe conductor 
whether or aot the englnenan received any orders at Honey Springs 
relating to train first i\To. 83, the brakeman said that be rid 
not think he did and at -nee began to give atop signals from 
the cupola of the caboose. No response to these stop signals 
was received from the engine craw. Hear Brakeisan G^ult further 
stated that he did not think the engineman whistled for the 

passing track at ^argent, also that he himself would not give a 
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prooeed signal In response to such whistle signal unless lnstwuct-

ed by the conductor. Head Brnkem/jn balers said that ha sew 

Conductor Bowling .̂ i. e the trnia orders to Inglneman 

Swinford at .vaxaoaohis. He did not read the orders himself 

and when he asked about them hi* was told that they had rights 

over train Ho, 83 to Dalies. 

firemen "pecre stated that Brakemaa Stoner gave the 

orders to the engineuaa, W H O read them and put them Into his 

pocket. f\ftor leaving taxahachie he asked the em^iaemaa where 

they we•*« going for train ^o. 83 and the eaginesan said that they 

had rights over that tr̂ sin to Dallas. 

This accident % s caused by train second No. 94 oc­

cupying tha main track on the tine of train first Wo. 8£. *nieh 

was a superior train, for sshich JCUI&ueter Dowlinc and Sagineman 

^inford are ra sponsible, hiis there Is o dispute as to 

whether Conductor Bowling GR*vp the orders to the engine^an in 

peroon or \?hetfcor h« del^^ted rJk 4uty to Brakeasau "toner, 

the fHut remains thwt i>NC IXIERINN T̂;̂ rrroid and Conductor fowling 

were* each In possession of co. lei. o f train order No. 76, vhich 

gave train second Ho. "34 I'iJi^ TO Dallas only over train second 

Bom 33. This order in no ->iy relieved the crew of train seoond 

Ho. 94 of tho duty of Jcpepi'.v, cl^sr of train first Ho. 83. 

The testimony of eh3 s^ployees Involved Indicates 

that they failed absolutely to carry out the requirements of the 

rules governing the hpr^AiA, or fr^in orders. Rule No. 210 

reads in pert: 

"The oojjy for 21 oh en^inercan must ba delivered 
to him personally by tha conductor.* 

while rule No. 210- i reads in pert hb foilowe: 
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n£nglnemen must rsad their orders aloud to 

conductors end understand tries before acting upon 
them. Conductors must reed their orders to rear 
brakemen and enginemen to their firemen, and when 
practicable?, to tbe bead braKeman*" 

<;hlle there is a question as to whether or not the conductor 
obeyed rule Ko. £1C, the utatenentc of those employees clearly 
indicates than rule Ko„ 210-i irms not obeyed by any member of the 
crew* 

The stat&nontc of the conductor and rear brnkeman also 
Indicated a general laxity in the observance6f rule Ha. 84-4, 
reeling © 3 follows; 

''Snglaemen of freight treins must get a "proceed' 
signal from the r* ar end of train before parsing any 
station or side-trnok that Is designated on titieteble. 
Brakeman must not give (Proceed* signal without in­
structions fron conductor."* 

From &ha ŝ ateiientij of pll the employees It lo impossible Zo say 
definitely rfhsthcr or aot thia rule ^ns oompliod with in this case, 
neither does it definitely appear whether or not a 'proceed1 

signal s r a t i given to the ongineaan when leaving Honey ^prin^s. 
Suglneman "isin^ord had been an engineman since 1905, and 

bed been suspended once for sixty lays for responsibility in con­
nection with a head-end collision. Conductor Dcwllng had been a 
concuctcr since 1901. Eer w p s discharged In 190? for responsibility 

with two trains meeting on the niah line, and was reinstated 
in Ci>snectlon/to fornor rights in 1904. Neither of these employees 
bad been on dutr in violation of any of the provisions of the 
iiours of "erviae Lav.'. 


