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1'ay 24, 1937. 
To the Commission: 

On /prii fa, 1927, there was a derailment of a pas-
server train on the rissouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad near St. 
Paul, Kans., resulting :.n tie death of 2 employees aiicL 1 
trespasser, and the injury of 11 passengers, 3 employees and 
2 other persons. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on the Nevada Division of 

the St. Louis Distr-ct dxte^ding between Parsons and Lin a" ale, 
Kans., a distdioe of 9S.€ milos; m the vicinity of the point 
of accident this is a single-track line ever which trains are 
operated "by ti ie-table and tram orders, no block-signal sys­
tem being -in vpe. The accidsnt occurred at a point ?,bout 
2,000 feet 3o-iLh of bridge 359.1, which spans Plat Rock Credc, 
this point "bem^ about 3-fc- miles north of St. Paul; approach­
ing from the ^outh there is a 1° 02 1 curve to the right 
1,152.1 feet : lenj ch, followed "by more than 1 rail© of tan­
gent , the derai' , c occurring on the tangent a snort dis­
tance from the leaving cud of t/.a curve. The grade for north­
bound trains is 0.722 per ce^t ii - sending to withm about 
1,475 feet of the curve, frjtii w* .eh pomt it is level to and 
beyond the poirt of acci'-f.r." „ "Che •'rack in this vicinity is 
laid with 90-uound rails, ZZ feet iij length, with an average 
of 20 ties to the rail-lerst i, single-spiked and ballasted 
with chatts to a depth of about 13 inches. Curves are fully 
tie-£lated while tangents are from 50 to 70 per cent tie-
plated. 

Bridge 36 v.l, a steel truss span, is 103 feet in 
length, the drains e area and source of Slat Rock Creek is 
northwest of the brnCge. The water in the creek flows m a 
general direction from north to south, passing under the 
bridge fron west to east. Starting at a point near the 
southern end of the curve there is a fill, averaging about 
5 feet in depth, which extends about 4,300 feet northward; 
this fill was constructed m 1871, of black soil taken from 
alongside the roadbed. 

I light rein was filling at the tine of the occi-
dent, which occurred ?t about 4.52 

Description 
Owing to an accident due to a washout on the KsJSsrs 

City Division rerr Erie, Krns., train No. 22 v/as detoured 
over the Fev^.da Division ind at the time of the accident was 
running as nc-i'thbourd passenger tram extra 377, from Parsons 
to Fort Scott, a distance of 48.4 miles. Extra 377 con­
sisted of one ba^v-^e car, one combination car, one baggage 
car, one coach, one'chair car, three Pullman cars, one 



-2-

dming car, one chair car, and two Pullman ears, in the 
order named, hauled "b; engine 377, and v/as in charge of Con­
ductor Cory and Engmeman Phillips, The fourth car v/as of 
wooden construction, the first, second, fifth and twelfth 
cars were of steel-uric! erfrane construction, and the remamde 
were of all-steel construction. Extra 377 left Parsons at 
4.20 a.m., passed St. Paul, 13.7 miles "beyond, and shortly 
afterwards, while travelxng at a speed estimated to have 
"been from 40 to 50 miles per hour, was derailed on encounter 
m g a washout. 

Engine 377, together with its tender, and the firs 
eight cars m the train were derailed snd scattered about at 
various angles to the track. The engine and two of the cars 
were turned over. Of the first five cars in the train, the 
fourth was practically demolished while the other four cars 
were badly damaged. The employees killed '/ere the engine-
man and fireman. 

Summary of evidence 
During the night of April 7 there was an unusually 

heavy rainfall in the vicinity of the point of derailment, 
the official IT. S. Weather Eureau report for Walnut, 7.9 
miles north of 3t. Paul, showing 5.45 inches of rainfall at 
that point, "between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. At Chanute, about 
18 miles west of St. Paul, the official U. S. Veather Bureau 
report for the morning of j.pril 8 showed 8.83 inches of 
rainfall for the previous 24-hour period, while at St. Paul 
5.5 inches of ram 2ell between 7.30 p.m. and midnight and 
2.72 inches between midnight and 6 Sum. In fect there was L 
general atmospheric disturbance around this whole section oS 
the country and the railroads m the general vicinity of St. 
Paul experienced considerable trouble on account of numeroan 
washouts. At the point of cccident the water overflowed tn^ 
low ground on the west side of the track and continued to 
rise until it reached an elevation somewhat higher then the 
subgrade, then it overflowed the track, washing out the bal­
last for a distance of aboat 1,800 feet, starting at a point 
about 300 feet south of the north end of the curve and ex­
tending to a point about 600 feet south of bridge 369.1, tho 
ballast being deposited on the low ground on the east side 
of the track. The derailment occurred when the train 
reached the washed-out track. 

Conductor Cor^ , of extrj, 377, scid that after 
leaving Parsons ne collected transportation and just after 
passing St. Paul he sat down in the coach, the fourth car 
in the train, opened a window and looked out to ascertain 
his location. "hile so engaged he felt the air brakes ap­
ply in emergency and on looking ahead, leoning out of the 
window, he saw the engine derail, immediately after which 
the car m which he was riding loft the trrck. He estimated 
the speed of the train to nave beer about 50 miles per hour 
at the time tho air brakes vvere applied. Conductor Cory fui-
ther stated that before leaving Parsons lie did not converse 
with the engineman relative to //eather conditions, the only 
conversrtion betweer them at that point being about a meet 
with an opposing train at Fort Scott. He knew his train 
wrs being detoured cn account of a washout but no informa-



tion had "been furnished I n concerning heavy rains on the 
line between Parsers and > jr^ Scott, no slow orders had "been 
issued, nor had ae "been cautioned to "be on the loot out for 
washouts or soft trt z±z. After leaving Parsons he did not 
notice whether it v. a 3 rainijf, "but he was of the opinion 
that had there beer an unusually heavy rain storm en route 
he would have noticed it and he said that at the Time he 
looked out of the vmdov Just after passing St. Paul it was 
only drizzling. Conductor Cory also said that while he had 
run trains over the Fe^ada Division yet he was not familiar 
with the road. 

Flagman Kerr, of extra 377, stated that he rode 
on the rear erd of tne train from Parsons to St. Paul and 
that he had just gone inside the last car and was about to 
sit down when he felt tne air brakes apply emergency, at 
which tine the speed of the tram was a'bout 50 miles per hour* 

Accounting S^gineor Brant, 3n fireman Denton and 
Conductor Fisher, all of whom were ridi:.g m the fourth car 
in the tram pt the time of the accident, stated that the 
first intimation they had of anything wrong was when tne air 
"brakes wer*e a.pplied m emergency Just prior to the derail­
ment; their F^tinates of the speed ranged from 40 to 60 
miles per hour at the t±rc the brakes were applied. After 
the accident they found that the water was above the tops of 
the rails, Accounting Hr^m^er Brant estimating that "by 
8 a.m. it had reached a point aboit feot above the rails. 
They had not noticed any unusual amount of rainfall while en 
route. 

Southbound freight tram Iio. 73, the last train to 
pass the point of derailment, passed Valmvfc at 1,55 a.m., ac­
cording to the tram sheet, passed St. Paul at about 2,10 
a.m., and arrived at Forth fard, Parsons, at 2.50 r.m. The 
crew of that train stated thct although it had been raining 
during the night there ucs no water on or ncor the right-of-
way m the vicinity of Flat Rock Creek at the time their 
tram passed, but that it rained hard after their arrival at 
Parsons. Engmeman Cojnor testified that it rained very 
hard after he reached home, about 5.50 cm., rnd Conductor 
Yarn ell stated that he never hec rd it rain any harder, after 
he had retired. 

Road Foreman of Engines Tierncy stated that just 
before he left Parsons on the wreck train en route to scene 
of the accident on the Ksjasas City Division he inquired of 
Engmeman Phillips, of extra 377, who was oiling around the 
engine, as to whether or not he was fainlirr \.ith the Nevada 
Division and \*as informed in the ^fiir^tive. Then he told 
Engineman Phillips that if he felt the least bit uneasy about 
running on the Tevada Division he would go with him but 
.Engmeman Phillips told hrnihe aid not think it would be neces­
sary; he then cautiorcd the engineman to be careful and the 
engineman tolc him that he would be. Road Foreman of En­
gines Tiorney \ as oi the opinion that had he gone \/ith extra 
377 as pilot the \ccidcnt would, have occurred just the same. 
He did not ronembor of hf ving used a pilot for crews, other 
than foreign crews, for several years. 
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Soction I i v - ^ T ffoo^, m charge of the section of 

tr^ck on rhich tne cciocnt occurred, lives rt St. P*vul. He 
stated thr-t ho retired rt . "bout 8.30 p.\2. the night of 
April 7, ^t ./hich tine it vn. a rr lrung moderately, r.nd the 
r~m sconed, to sir eken before ho vert to sleep. The first 
knot ledge ho hrd thrt the tr°ck hrd "boon wr.shcd out vrs whop 
Fltgmhn ICerr, of oxtrr 377, notified him rt rbout 5.45 r..m* 
April 8. At this time ne had already sent one of his 
children after one of the three section men comprising his 
force, while he was getting dressed, witA the idea of going 
over the track ahead of tram lTo. 5, due at 7.20 a.m., as 
the conditions indxeated that it had rained hard during the 
night. He dxd not know that tram ITo. 2Z was "being detoured-
Section Foreman food further stated that since he had "been on 
this section, a period of seven years, no trouble had "been 

experienced from hi^h water. On March 31, at about 3 p.m., 
he went over tne track during a heavy ram storm, one that 
seemed more severe than the one which caused this accident. 
Vo damage was Croe to tne track at that time, the water 
lacking about 6 zee^ of reaching the track at any point, but 
on that occasion hovever the water in Flat Rock Creek was 
from 8 to 10 feet lower than it was at the time of the derail­
ment, although the opposite was tne case with some of bhe 
other streams. 

Section Foreman I'cLean, in charge of the section 
immediately south of the one on which the accident occurred 
and who Av» lives at St. Paul, stated that it was raining 
lightly around 9 p.m. He was awake about 1 a.m. and at that 
time it was rairing hard, and he was up again around 4 a.m. 
at which time it ua 1 still riming. He did not think, how­
ever, that it had r urei hard enough during the night to 
require him to *,o out and patrol the track, or to report it 
to the dispatcher. 

Residents in the vicinity of the point of derail­
ment stated that it started to r a m around 8 or 9 p.m. and 
rained continuously during the night, and that an unusually 
neavy rainfall occurred after midnight, between 1 and Z a.m. 

Operator Carlos, stationed at Walnut, stated that 
he was not apprehensive of any dangerous condition around 
St. Paul which would make it necessary to pufc ou$ slowoorders 
or to call out section men to patrol the track. 3\To ram 
fell after 2.45 a.m. and he thought the washout must have 
been due to rain falling in the area diamefl by the creek. 
He had never heard oi a washout m the vicinity of Flat Rock 
Creek and was surprised to learn that extra 377 was derailed 
on that account. 

dispatcher Webb, of the Revada Division, stated 
that he entered the service of this railroad as a train dis­
patcher on Toierber 1?, 1924, and since that time he had 
never had occasion to put out orders relative to unsafe 
track conditions in the vicinity of Flat Rock Creek. He 
went on duty at midnight tne ni^ht of the accident; the only 
information received by him was that there was a light 
steady ram, nothing unusual. At 2.15 a.m. the rainfall 
was reported as the same, while at 3 a.m. he had a report 
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that the rain had. stopped, rnd the first he knew of anything 
wrong was when ITiagmrn Kerr telephonedto hiu from St. Paul. 
Dispatcher Webb said that the crew of extra 577 did not re­
quest a pilot ?und i." conversation over tne telephone prior to 
the departure of that tram from Parsons some one at that 
point informed h m that it was all rirht for this crew to 
run over this distric-c. So far r s he was avare, pilots had 
never been furnished when Kansas City Division trains were 
detoured over the I evrdr Division, practically ell the crews 
being familiar with the various divisions out of Parsons. 
Dispatcher 1/ebb further stated the t it was cbout 2.55 a.m. 
when Dispatcher -.thy, of the Kansas City Division, communicat­
ed with him relative to high water and the derailment of 
tram Fo. 21 in the vicinity of Erie but it did not occur to 
him that the unusual weather conditions at "Crie might also 
effect the I evadr Division, as he was not frmiliar with the 
Kansas City Division or its pro-Ximity to the I'cvrda Division. 

DiiLpitcher -.thy, of the Kansrs City Division, s: id 
it was rbout 1.05 a.m. when the crew of southbound extra 860 
threw off a message to the operator while passing Erie tower 
stating that wcter was running over the track at mile post 
A.-116, on the \ - -L^as City division; this v/as the only in­
formation he had cf any unusual rnnfall. j_t 1.15 a.m. both 
the telephone ,,nd telegrauh \ares went out oi commission and 
rt about 2.05 r.in. the enure of train lTo. 21 reached Erie 
tower and he was informed thrt the tram w~s derailed as a re­
sult of a washout rt mile post A-116. This v/as the first in­
formation ho had of r wrshout -nd he srid that he did not ap­
prehend thrt this trouble would affect the Hevrda Division, as 
nothing of the kird hid ever happened before, rnd when arrrng* 
m g with Dispatcher Webb for the detouimg of tram Ho. 2S he 
did not say anything special to him about the weather condi­
tions. 

Dispatcher Cabell, of the Osage £ Cklahom- Division, 
stated that at about 2,30 a.m. he called Dispatcher Webb and 
told him that a heavy rsin and cloudburst had occurred just 
north of Erie and that tram Yo. 21 had encountered a wash­
out. He did not, however, have any information to give Dis­
patcher Webb concerning weather conditions on the Hevada 
Division, and subsequent arrangements regarding the detour-
m g of tram Ho. 22 were handled by Dispatcher A thy. Dis­
patcher Cabell further stated that at about 3.30 a.m. 
Engineman Phillips, of extra 377, came into the office at 
Parsons to register his watch; while there he inquired as to 
the derailment of tram Ko. 21 and was given all the informa­
tion Dispatcher Cabell had concerning it. As the engmeman 
turned to leave the register room the dispatcher cautioned 
him to be careful and the engmeman said that he would. 

Conclusions 
This a oident v/as caused by a washout. 
The evidence indicated that there had been unusual­

ly heavy rains during the ni^ht and that this caused the 
waters of Flat Rock Creek to use to such an extent that the 
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opening under the bridge over the ore v was not sufficient 
to carry off the water, resulting in 3 ts "being dammed up 
"by the railroad embankment until finally it was high enough 
to flow over xlns enbank-ient and wash out the "ballast, re­
sulting in tne derailment of extra 377. While the various 
dispatchers apparently had not "been fully informed as to 
the weather conditions, either by operators or by section 
foremen, they JL'iew tnere must have been a storm of unusual 
severity to account for the washout on the Kansas City Divi 
sion which necessitated the detourmg of tram llo. 22 over 
the trades of "ohe revada Division as extra 377. It is onlj 
a few miles across country from ths washout on the Kansas 
City Division -co the point where extra 377 was derailed on 
the Fevada Division, and ordinary prudence should have sug­
gested the possibility that the effects of such a storm 
woulc1 be felt on the revada Division, Potvithstanding this 
fact, however, ro attempt \ as nade to havo the section 
foremen patrol th> track nor were any instructions issued 
for the purpose of safeguarding the movement of the train. 

The section foreman in charge of the section on 
which the accident occurred said he was asleep during the 
night, but the section foreman m charge of an adjoining 
section, who also lives at St. Paul, was awake at various 
times and knew that a heavy ram was falling, neither this 
section foreman nor the operator at Wslnut, a few miles fror 
St, Paul, thought the rainfall was heavy enough to warrant 
the taking of special precautions. ITot only did the state*-
ments of residents of the vicinity indicate tnat there had 
been an unusually heavy rainfall, accompanied according to 
one of then by severe thunder and. li string, but the re­
cords of a man living near the station at St. Paul showed 
that over 8 inches of rain fell between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
ard it also appeared that there had been unusually he&vy 
rains to the west and north of St. Paul, the amount which 
fell at Chaiiute bem^ 8.83 inches. It is inconceivable tha+ 
the existence of a storn ol such severity should fail to 
cause any one ~onr_ected with the railroad to realize that 
precautions should bo taken to safeguard the movement of 
trams, yet apparently this wis the case in this instance. 

It can not be said that tho accident would not 
have occurred hao tne crew in charge of extra 377 been 
thoroughly familiar with the road over which they were 
operating, but attention is called to the fact thrt under 
the arrangement now in effect crews operating out of Parso^" 
hole1 seniority n r h t s over all divisions in that district 
and are supposed to be familiar with those various divisioi 
The engine crew of oxtrs, 377 had been running on the 
TcAlester District prior to June, 192b, when they went to 
the Parsons District, and subsequent to that time they had 
not operated over the Tcvada Division, of the Parsons Dis­
trict, and the officials were unable to locate any infor­
mation in the records which would show when these employees 
made their last trip over the revada Division; the con­
ductor had never been employed regularly on the Kevada Di­
vision, although he said he had run trains over it while 
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being dctourcd. If crployccs ere to hold seniority rights 
over several divisions in one district, then care should 
be exercised to sec th. t they arc familirr ivith the terri­
tory traversed by erch of those divisions. 

The members of the crew of extrr 377 wore ex­
perienced lion, ct the tin'C of the accident they had been 
on duty hours, rfter more than 24 hours off duty. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. Borland, 

Director. 


