
^ '4 
1401 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 
INVESTIGATION OF AN 
MISSOURI-KANSAS -TEXAE 
ON FEBRUARY 24, 1928 

BUREAU OF SAFETY IN HE 

To tlio Commission: 

PIfDi MIIOII i BiutTRRED ON THE 
iMowentfiflir — 

Library 

OilS, BANS. 

13, 1928. 

On February 24. 1*928, there was a derailment of a 
passenger t r a m on the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad 
near Parson^, Kans., which resulted in the death of one 
employee b i i l the injury of one employee. 

Location and molhod of op,ration 

This accident 
St. Louis D ip bract, 
and Lindale, Ho 
of tlio point 
which trains 
an autorratic 

ocnurred on "the 1-evada Division of the 
w LO1"1 expends between Parsons, Kans,, 

, ^ d nbenco of 99 miles. In the vicinity 
of aeciduiib this is jx single-track line ovor 
ere operated by xime-tablc, train ordors and 
block-signal system. -'This accident occurred 
rd limits at Persona at a point about 3ijs- rules within the yc _ . . 

north of tno passenger station and 115 feet south of auto­
matic block signal 583.2; approaching this point from the 
south the track is tangent for a distance of 14,854 feet. 
From a point 7,400 foot south of the point of accident the 
grude is practically level for 5,000 foot, and then slightly 
ascending for a distance of 2,400 foot. 

The track is It id with 90-pound roils 35 feet in 
length, with 20 tics to the reil-lungth, single spiked, end 
partly tie-plated, with four rail anchors to each rail; 
four bolt angle bars are used to connect the rails. The 
track is ballasted with chats to n depth of from 19 to 21 
inches and Is well maintained. 

The weather was cloudy at the time of the accident, 
which occurred at 9.15 p.m. 

Description 

Northbound passenger train No, 6 consisted of throe 
express refrigerator cars, three baggage cars, one combi­
nation baggage and mail car, one coach, two Pullman sleeping 
cars, and one business car, hauled by engine 395, and was 
in charge of Conductor Dey and Engineman Bowser, The first 
four and last curs were of steel-undorframe construction 
and the others were of all-stool construction. This train 
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departod from Parsons at 9.05 p. m., 10 minutes late, and 
was derailed wlule traveling at e. speed estimated to have 
been from 25 to 45 miles per hour. 

j^n- „~ lit*- ssKSWSTs-r; - *1 
Tho engine wa^. dpE^l^d^oj^igicl loft coming to rest on 

its left s.ido paBal^t'wi4&-t&e-'4ii?a]pk about 290 feet be­
yond the point ofl cjora^lrient. Thp pirst car was also de­
railed to the leflt Jand ̂ebifd lib rojst on its left side in a 
badly-damaged corjdiition, while thjp Jrear end of the second 
car swung to the tr̂ girtrr ̂ txqp^Wttu demolished signal 383.2, 
and then turned dvor on i'tfe Jright sE.dc. The third car was 
derailed to the rigrrt wniTe "He noxt two cars and fchG for­
ward truck of tho sixth car wore derailed to the loft, none 
of -chem boi\g overturned. Tho employee killed was the 
fireman. 

Summary of evidence 

Engineman Bowser stated that ho made a careful in­
spection of his en n n before leaving Parsons and found 
it to bo in good cond tion, thf\t all tho automatic block 
signals betwei n farso ~s a id the point of accident dis­
played clear indications and his train had attained a speed 
of about 45 iiilcs per hour wnon tho accident occurred, at 
which f i-io, uue to the swaying of the engine, he was unable 
to reach the braize valyc m order to app]y tho air brakes. 
Ho also said thau tne headlight was in good condition and 
burning brightly. Due to asbisting in getting the fireman 
out of tho wreckage he made no examination of tho track 
except as ho went back to the rear of the t r a m for a tool 
some ono called his attention to the track under one of the 
cars and he saw that the angle bars wero loose from the 
rail, with the bolts and nuts lying nearby, and tho spikes 
removed from the inside of a rail. 

Brakeman Pholan stated ho was m the rear car at the 
time of tho accidont end after getting his flagging equip­
ment ho went back to protect the rear of his train. His 
other statements, as well as those of Train Portor Abbott, 
brought out nothing of importance, while no statement was 
obtained from Conductor Dey, who was injured m the acci­
dent . 

Trainmaster Poole stated that ho arrived at the scene 
of the accident at about 9.52 p. n. and after arranging for 
removing the fireman he mado an examination of the track 
to determine what caused the accident and found "chot under 
the sizth car an nisido angle bar had been removed from a 
rail jojnt but that the outside angle bar was hold by two 
bolts without nuts ; according to othor ovidenco these were 
the two bolts in the end of the rail south of tho joint, 
and the two bolts in the north half of the joint had been 
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entirely removed and both the holts and nuts were lying 
nearby. Mr. Poole also stated that all spikes on the inside 
of the rail hud been pulled from 14 ties north of the 
joint; the tie plates, however, were in place and held by 
the outside spikes. Spikes also had been removed from 
four ties on the inside of the rail south of the joint; the 
spike holes were fresh, indicating that the spikes had been 
removed recently, and the nuts, bolts and washers showed 
fresh contact. Tho rail north of this first disconnected 
joint had been moved northvard about 8 feet and there wore 
slight bruises on the end of the rail indicating that it 
had been struck by something, but it did not appear like a 
flange mark. Tho first flange mark was on tho tic plats 
on the first tie north of this joint, the marks indicating, 
that a wheel had traveled on tho tie plates a distance of 
4 or 5 feet and then had been diverted to the left or west 
until it ran off the ends of the ties. Trainmaster Poole 
further stated that when this rail was pulled out of the 
wreckage so it could be examined by members of the board 
of inquiry on the night of the accident it was found that 
the bolts and angle b: rs rt the north end of the rail had 
also been removed apparently prior to the occurrence of 
the accident; due to tho wreckage, however, ho could not 
at that time find those angle bars or tho bolts which had 
secured them. 

Master Mechanic Cornish, who was riding in the first 
sleeping car at the time of the accident, stated that he 
heard a crash ahead, felt the vibration and braced him­
self against the forward seat until tho train came to a 
stop; he estimated its speed at the time of the accident 
to have been from 42 to 45 miles per hour. He went through 
the next car aheod and found no one was seriously hurt and 
then got off the t r a m and proceeded toward the engine to 
ascertain the extent of tho damage. After telephoning for 
the wrecking crew from - nearby f irmhousc and doing what 
he could to relieve the fireman he ma do an exaimnation 
of the track and found the disconnected rail joint as 
stated by Trainmaster Poole. He thought it was impossible 
for the engmeman to have detected tho disconnected joint 
owing to the fact that the south end of tho rail immediate­
ly north of the joint had only been moved inward far enough 
so the flanges of the engine wheels encountered the outside 
edge of the ball of the raij, as evidenced by a bruised 
place on the outside corner of the rail and flange marks 
on the outside of the base of the rail; it was evident 
that the rail had not been moved inward far enough to dis­
turb the bond wires. This disconnected rail joint was on 
the fireman's side of the track, but Master Mechanic Cornish 
stated he thought it would have been impossible for the 
engineman to have observed this condition even if it had 
been on the right side of the track. 
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Koadmaster Nichols, who made an examination of the 
track wbout five hours after the occurrence of the acci­
dent, corroborated the statements of Trainmaster Poole 
as to the disconnected rail joint and the pulling of spikes 
from many of the ties, saying that there were 17 spikes 
lying undGr the wreckage which showed evidence of having 
been pulled with a claw bar. Ec also stated that there 
was a flenge mark on the disconnected rail which extended 
a distance of about 20 feet. This rail was moved northward 
about 10 feet from its original location and the bond wires 
attached to its southern end showed they had been pulled 
off the other rail while under great strain. The north 
end of this rail was also detached and projecting out 
from under the front end of a car, and was found upon re­
moval to be in good condition, which in his opinion showed 
that the jo~nt at that end had also been disconnected, 
otherwise that end of the rail would have been bent or 
broken in the accident. 

Yard Foreman Guice's statements corroborated in sub­
stance those of tne other witnesses, although he added 
that after rerailm.g ..he first coach he discovered that two 
more joints had been disconnected and in cleaning up the 
wreckage and ^nsnseeing the broken ends of the ties he 
discovered that the inside spikes were Missing for a dis­
tance of probably two rail-lengths. He was of the opinion 
that the second and third joints north of the disconnected 
joint under the baggage car had also been disconnected 
before the accident. He also stated that angle bars which 
had been missing were found m cleaning up the wreckage 
the next day. 

The statements of Section Foreman Stevenson and Sec­
tion Laborers Boli^ger and Ward substantiated those of the 
other witnesses. Lection Foronan Stevenson stated they had 
been over this^section of track on the day previous to the 
accident while rsignal maintainor said he had been over it 
the morning of the accident, inspecting and oiling all 
signals between Parsons and the point of accident, and that 
he found everything in good condition. 

Signal Supervisor Button stated thot tho track on 
which the accident occurred is equipped with a three-posi­
tion upper-quadrant automatic block-signal system. The 
disengaging of the bond wires where the rail joint was 
disconnected would have caused signal 384.4, located aboî fc 
195 rail-lengths southward, to display a stop indication. 
He was of the opinion, however, thct these bond wires 
were not disengaged before the accident occurred and if 
they were, a man familiar with automatic block-signal cir­
cuits could have mode contact at the broken joint by using 
some other metallic substance. 
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Engineman Curtis, iu charge of southbound t r a m Wo. 3, 

which was the last train to use the track involved in the 
accident, stated that he passed the point of accident soon 
after 8*45 p. m. He observed no irregularity in tho track, 
saw no 0110 near the right of way m that vicinity and ob­
served the block signals functioning properly. 

Traveling Special Officer Baxley stated that on tho 
afternoon following the accident he and Special Agont 
Tcufel found a claw bar and a wrenoh burled m tho track 
ballast about seven rail-lengths south of the point of 
accident. It further developed that upon checking the 
tools of Yard Foreman Taylor a claw bar and wrench were 
missing fron his tool box located on a cut off about 1/2 
mile north of the point of accident. 

Vincent Williamson, aged 18, who had escaped from a 
home for feeble-minded persons at Salem, Oreg., on June 1, 
1927, and had previously confessed to wreckinG a t r a m on 
the Chicago & Alton Railroad near Independence, Mo., on 
February 15, ~s described in our report No. 1398, confessed 
to having as^isteri m disconnecting a roil joint and pulling 
the spikes in the Occident here under investigation. He 
stated that bo left Kansas City a few days after the 
Chicago p-, Alx on accident, worked for about a iveek for a 
fanner noar Fort Scott, and then boarded a freight t r a m 
moving southward tovardr; Parsons, this being on tho day 
of the accident. On b e m g put off the train ho made his 
way toward P°rsons and finally mot a ne^ro noar the point 
of accident. They spent the afternoon m that vicinity 
and then wont to a tool box he thought was about 1 mile 
from that point and obtained a clew bar and a wrench. 
Together they pulled the spikes from both the inside and 
outside of tho wes'^ rail,. He sail it was just about getting 
darh when they reno rod t jo spikes - nd disconnected the angle 
bars; they then removed tho rail r little, pried it over with 
a bar, and after breaking tne joint and separating the 
rails the negro dropped what appeared to be a piece of iron 
in between them. Williamson stated he saw the negro go off 
with the tools down the track and that he himself went back 
to Kansas City. He gave two motives for wrecking the train; 
one was to get revenge for having been put off the freight 
train near Fort Scott and the other was robbery, although 
ho said he left immediately after disconnecting tho track 
and did not see any t r a m passing m either direction; the 
reason given him by the negro for desiring to wreck a t r a m 
was that he was angry because he had been put in jail. 

This Williamson boy previously had confessed to attempt­
ing to wreck a train on the Union Pacific Railroad m the 
vicinity of Lenape, Kans., during the night of March 7 t 1928 
m company with Thaddens W. j.tlans, aged 17. He also said 
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that he was in company of Herman Lomp, who escaped with him 
from the home for feeble-minded at Salem., Oreg., at the 
time one of them shot and killed a special officer of the 
Union Pacific Railroad in the yard of that railroad at 
Topeka, Sans., in August, 1927, after tho special officer 
had ordered them out of the yard. 

On March 26, Vincent Williamson, at Erie, Kans ., re­
ceived a sentence to the penintentiary of from 10 years to 
life, for malicious tampering with the track resulting in 
the occurrence of the accident hero under investigation. 

Conclusions 

This accident was caused by malicious tampering with 
the track. 

The investigation developed that a rail joint on the 
left side of the track had boon disconnected, the inside 
angle bar entirely removed and the outside angle bar held 
in position with only two bolts, without nuts; spikes had 
also been removed l'roi1 the gougo side of the rail north of 
this joint as well as a few spikes from the gauge side of 
the rail sou oh of she joint. The evideicc also indicated 
that other joints ned been disconnected. After the spikes 
had been removed from the gauge side of the rail its south 
or receiving end irô  m c o d inward towrards the center of the 
track, thus allowing tle wheels to drop off the leaving end 
of the preceding rail, subsequently an 18-year old boy 
said that he and a negro had disconnected the rail joint 
and pulled the spikes, the negro giving as his reason for 
desiring to wreck a train the fact that he had been put in 
jail while the boy ^aid he had been put off of a freight 
train earlier in t "e day and wnnt<-/ to obtain revenge. This 
boy also stated the :, he nad intended to rob the train but 
left before any trtin passed in either direction. This boy 
also had placed obstructions on the tracks of two other 
railroads, in one case resulting in a fatal accident, but 
the obstructions placed on the track of the other railroad 
were discovered and removed before the passing of a train. 
This boy had escaped from a home for the feeble-minded; sub­
sequently he was sentenced to a penitentiary for malicious 
tampering with the track resulting in the occurrence of the 
accident here under investigation. 

The employees involved wero experienced men, and at 
the time of the accident none of them had been on duty in 
violation of any of the provisions of the hours of service 
law. 

Respectfully, 

W. P. BORLAND, 

* Director. 


