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P INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OX THE DIRECTOR OF THE BURLAU OF SAFETY IN RHE
INVFSTIGATIOJ OF AN pwe : R RRED Ol THE
' MISSOURI=KANSAS-TEZA RSOIIS, KANS.,
O FEBRUARY 24, 1928

13, 1928.

To the Commission:

On Febiuory 24. 1928, there was a derailment ot a
passenger train on the Missouri-Knnsas-Texas Rallroad
near Parson., Kans., which resulted in the death of one
employec 8ane the injury of one employce.

Location and melhod of op.ration

This acc.dent oceru réd on thé 1ev1da Division of tle
St. Lours Dlﬁurlc,, w 1o™ exiends beswcen Parsons, Keuns.,
and Lindale, I0., &« d alenes of 99 milec. La the vicinaty
of the point of oceident this is.a single=-track line over
which troins ere opcrated by taime-~lable, train orders and
an autonstic block-sagnel system, -This aceidcent occurrced
within the yord lirits at Parsons al a point about 34 milcs
north of tnc passcnger station and 115 fect south of auto=-
matic bLlock signal 383.23 approaching this point from the
south thc treck 1s tongent for a distance of 14,854 fect.
From n point 7,400 fect south of the point of accident the
grcode 18 practically level for 5,000 fcut, and then slightly
ascending for a distoncc of 2,400 Teotl.

The tracl: 15 leid with 90=pounrd reils 35 fcet in
length, waith 20 tics to the roil-length, singlc spiked, cmnd
partly tie-plated, with four rail anchoru to each rall;
four bolt angle bars are used to connect the rails. The
track 15 ballested with chate to o depth of from 19 to 21
inches and 1s well maintained.

The weather was cloudy at the time of the accident,
which occurred 2t 9.15 p.m.

Description

. Northbound passenger train MMo. 6 consisted of thrce
express refrigerdtor cars, three baggage cars, onc combi=-
nation beggage and mail car, one coach, two Pullman gleeping
cers, and one business car, hauled by engine 395, and wsas
in charge of Conductor Dey oand Engineman Bowser., The first
four and last cars were of steel-underframe construction
and the others were of all-steel construction. This train
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departcd from Parsons at 9.05 p. m., 10 minutes late, and
was derailed while treveling at & snced estimated to have
becn from 25 to 45 miles per hour.

S bR MERSERTTATE -

The engine Waa pprhy;gdgﬁqﬁ d loft coming to rest on
its left gide panalled wibh I about 290 fect be-
yond the point o crajilment. Tig irst car was also de-
rai1lcd to the leflt jand chMd Bk rebti on 1ts left side in a
badly-damaged cord tlon while ;gﬁ iear end of the sccond
car gwung to thc rlghmg cmolished signal 383.2,
and then turned dver on ins right sidc. The third car was
derailed to the rTght wRIlE Eh@ next two cars and the for-
ward truck of the sixth car were dereilcd to the left, none
of them bel.z overturned. Thce cmployee killed was the
fireman.

Summary of cvidcncc

Enzincmen Bowser steted that he made a careful in-
speetion of his ca,va hefore leaving Parsons cnd found
it to be 1n zeod cond tion, thht 211l the automutic block
signals betwo,n Lo rs0 s ~1wd the point of accident dis-
played clear indications wnd mis train had attoincd o speed
of about 45 r.2lcg per hovr wnen the accadent occurred, at
which tr.ue, wue to the swaying of the engine, He was unable
to reach the braic valye in order to cpply thoe sir brokes.
He also said the. tae hradlisht was in good condition and
burning brightly. Due to asgigtiag in goetting the fircman
out of the wrcekage he made no cxamination of the track
exccept ae ho went back to the rear of the train for a tool
somc onc called hig attention to the track uader one of the
cars and he sew that the angle bars werc loose from the
rail, with the bolts aad nut% lying ncarby, and the spikes
removed from the inside of a rail.

Brekeman Phelan statced lic was in the rear car et the
time of the eeccident and after getting his flagging equip-
ment he went back to protecet the recar of his train. His
other statements, as well as thosc of Train Porter Abbott,
brought out nothing of importance, whilc no statcment was
obteincd from Conductor Dey, who was injured an the acci-
dent.

Traimmaster Poole statcd that he arrived at the sccne
of the acecident at about 9.52 p. m. and after arranging for
removing the Tfireman he made an cxamination of the track
to determine what cauged the aceident and found thot under
the sixth car an insidc angle bar had been rcmoved from a
rail joint but thet the outeide angle bar was held by two
bolts without nuts; accordiﬁg to other cvidence these were
the two bolts 14 the end of the rail south of the joint,
and the two bolts in the north half of the joint had boen
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entirely removed and both the bolts and nuts were lyaing
nearby. Mr. Poole also stated that all spikes on the inside
of the reil had been pulled from 14 ties north of the
joint; the tie plates, however, were in place and hecld by
the outside spikes. Spikes also had been removed from
four ties on the 1nslde of the rail south of the jJoint; the
spike holes were fresh, indicating that the spikes had becn
removed recently, and the nuts, bolts and washers showed
fresh contact. The rail north of this first disconnecetad
joint had becen moved nortlnard about 8 fect and there were
slight bruiscs on the end of the rail indicating that 1t
had becn struek by something, but 1t did not appear likec a
flange mark, The first flange mark was on the tie platsz

on the first tle north of this Joint, the marks indicating
that a whecl had traveled on the tie plates a distance of

4 or 5 feet and then had been diverted to the left or west
until 1t ran off the ends of the ties, Troimmester Poole
further stated that when this rail was pulled out of the
wreckage so 1t could be examincd by members of the board

of inguiry on the night of the accident 1t was found that
the bolts and angle brrs ot the north end of the rail had
also been removed appocently prior to the occurrence of

the accident; dve to the wrecitage, however, he could not

at that time find those angle bars or the bolts which had
secured them.

Master Mechcnice Cornish, who was riding in the first
sleceping car at the time of the accadent, stated that he
heard a crash chead, felt the vibration and braced him-
self agoinst the forward seat until thz troin came to a
stop; he estimated 1ts spcecd at the time of the accident
to have been from 42 to 45 miles per hour. He went through
the next ¢ar cheod and found no one was seriously hurt and
then got off the trein #né proccecded towrrd the engine to
ascertain the extent of the dum. zc. After telephoning for
the wrecking crew from - necrby fyrmhouse ond doing whot
he could to relicve the firemen he mrde cn excimnotion
of the trock and found the disconnected rcil Joant as
stoted by Trroimmaoster Poole. He thought it wos i1mvossible
for the cnginemon te hove deteceted the disconnectcd Joint
owing to the fret that the south ond of the reail immediate-
ly north of the joint had only been moved Inward far enough
o the flanges of the engine wkeels encountered the outside
edge of the hall of the rail, as evidenced by & brulsed
place on the outgide corner of the rail and flange meriks
on the outside of the base of the reil; 1t was evident
that the rail had not been moved inward far enough to dis=-
turb the bond wires., Tlig disconnected rail joint was on
the Tireman's side of the track, but Master Mechanic Cornish
stated he thought it would have been impecssible for the
enginsman to have observed this condation even 1f 1t had
becn cn the right side of the track.
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Readmaster Nichols, who made an examination of the
track vbout five hours after the occurrence of the acei-
dent, corroboreted the statemcnts of Trainmaster Poole
as to the disconnected rail Jjoint and the pulling of spikes
from many of the ties, saying that there were 17 spikes
lying undcr the wroeckage which showed evidence of heving
becn pulled with o claw bar. ¢ also stated that therc
was a flenge mark on the disconnected rail which cxtended
o distance of about 20 feet. This rall was moved northward
about 10 feet from its original location and the bond wires
attoched to its southern end showed they had been pulled
off the other rail while under great strain. The north
end of this rail was also detached and projecting out
from under the front end of a car, and was found upon re-
moval to be in good condition, which in his opinion showed
that the Jo-nt at that end had also been disconnected,
otherwise that end of the rail would have been bent or
broken in the accident.

Yard Foreman Guice's statements corroborated in sub-
stance those of tic other witnesses, although he added
that after rersilins .he first coach he discovered that two
more joints hod becn clsconneeted and in cleaning up the
wreckage and nsmectinz the broken ends of the tiss he
discovered that vhie inside spikes were missing for o dis-
tance of probably two rall-lengths. He was of the opinion
that the second and third jolnts north of the disconnected
joint under the bagiage cear had also been disconnected
before the accident. He also gtated that angle barz which
had been missing were found in e¢leaning up the wrcckage
the next day.

The statements of Section Foreman Stevenson and Sece-
tion Laborers Bolirger and Ward substantiatced those of the
other waitnesses. Cection Foreman Sievenson stated they had
been over this section of truck oan the day previous to the
accident while*signal maintainer said he had been over 1t
the morning of' the accidcnt, inspecting and oiling all
signals betwecn Parsons and the point of accident, and thet
he found everything in good condition.

Signal Supervisor Dutton stated thot the track on
which the aceident ocecurred is equipped with a three-posi-
tion upper=-gquadrant automatic block=signal system. The
disengaging of the bond wires where the rail joint was
disconnected would have caused signal 384.4, located eborig
195 rail-lengths southward, to display & stop indication.
He was of the opinion, however, thct these bond wires
were not disengaged before the accident occurred and if
they were, a man familiar with automatic block-signal c¢ir-
cuits could have mrde contaet at the broken joint by using
some other metallic substance.
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Engineman Curtis, iu charge of southbound train lo. 3,
which was the lest train to use the track involved 1In the
aceldent, stated that he passed the point of accident soon
after 8.45 p. M. He observed no irregularity in the track,
sew no one near the right of way in that vicinity and ob-
served the block signals functioning pronperly.

Traveling Spoecial Officer Baxley stated that on the
aftcrnoon following the oceident he and Special Agzgent
Teufel found a elaw bar £nd a wrepnoh buried in the track
ballest about scven rail-lcenglhs south of the point of
acecident, It further developcd that upon checking the
tools of Yard Foremen Taylor o c¢law bar ond wrench were
missing from his tool box located on a cut off about 1/2
mile north of the point of accideat.

Vincent Willi.mson, aged 18, who hcd escaped from «
home for feeble=-minded persons at Salem, Oreg., on June 1,
1927, and had previously confesged to wrecking a train on
the Chicago & Alton Rrilroad near Independence, Mo., on
Fecbruory 15, s described in our report No. 1398, confessed
to having assisted in digeconuecting a roil joint and pulling
the spikces in the ccecident here under iavestipgotion, He
stoted thot e lelt Konses City a Jew days alter the
Chicago * Alton reeldent, worked for about o weck for a
former noar Fort Scott, and then bocrded a froeight troin
moving southw rd towards Parsons, this being on the day
of the aceident. 01 be.ny, put off Lthe troin he made his
way toward P-rsouns ~nd iinally met o0 nepro ncear the point
of eccident. They gpent the afternoon in that vieinity
and then went to a tool box he thought wes about 1 mile
from that point and obtrined ¢ clcw bar ond o wrench,
Together thoy pullcd the spics from botii the inside and
outside of 1he wes. rail. He saic it wes Just cbout getting
dar'. when they renwcred L ¢ apies - nd disconuected the ongle
bars; tley then rermoved the rcil ¢ little, pried 1t over with
a bar, and after breaking tne joint and separating the
rails the negro dropped what appeared to be a piece of iron
1n between them., Williamson stated he saw the negro go off
with the tools down the track and that he himself went back
to Kansas City. I gave two motives for wrecldng the train;
one was to get revenge for uaaving been put off the freight
train ncer Fort Scott and the other was robbery, although
he said he left immediately after disconnecting the track
and did not see any train passing in cither dircecetion; the
reason given him by the negro for desiring to wreck a train
was that he was angry because he had becn put 1a jail.

This Williamson boy previously had confesscd 1o atiempt-
ing to wrecek & train on the Unilon Pacil'ic Railroad in the
vicinity of lLenape, XKons., during the night of March 7, 1928
in company wilh Thuddens W. ..tkins, aged 17. Hc also gaid
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that he was in company of Herman Lemp, who escaped with him
from the home for feeble-minded at Salem, Oreg., at the
time onc of them shot and killed a speclal officer of the
Uriion Pacific Roilroad in the yard of thet rallroad at
Topckn, Kans., in August, 1927, after the spscial officer
had ordercd them out of the yard.

On llarch 26, Vincent Williamson, at Eric, Kaons., rc-
ccived a sentence to the penintentiary of from 10 years to
life, for malleious tampering with the track resulting in
the occurrence of the accident herc under investigation.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by maliecious tampering with
the track.

The investigation developed that a rail joint on the
lef't sido of the track had been disconnected, the inside
anglc bar entirely removed and the outside angle bar held
in position with only two bolts, without nuts; splkes had
alsc becn recmoved 1i'rort the gouge side of the roil north of
this Joint oo well &s a cw spikes from the gauge side of
the roil souuvis of the joint. The evidcice also 1ndicoted
that othor juints hed beon disconnceted. After tiic spikes
had been removed from the gauge sice of the rall its south
or recciving cnd wa: mc-od inward towards the center of the
track, thus allowing tl. whecls to drop off the lecaving cnd
of the preceding roils. »ubsSequently an 18=ycar old boy
said that he ond a negro had disconnected the rail joint
and pulled the spikes, the negro giving cs his recson for
desiring to wreck ¢ train the fact that he had been put in
Jail whille the boy =oid e had beci put off of & freight
trecin earlier in 1 -c day ond wanter to obtain revenge. This
boy also stnted th. - he nad intenied to rob the train but
left bvefore any tr:in possed in either direction. This boy
nlsc had placed obgtructions on the tracks of two other
rallroads, ir one cose resulting in ¢ fatal accident, but
the obstructions placed on the treck of the other railroad
were discovered and removed before the prcssing of o train.
This boy had escaped from a home for the fecble-minded; sub-
sequently hc was sentenced to & penitentiary for malicious
tampering with the track resulting in the occurrence of the
accident heore under investigotion,

The employees involved werc expcricnced men, and at
the time of the acecident nonc of them hod been on duty in
vloclation of ony of the provisions of the hours of service
law,

Reapeetfully,
W. P. BORLAND,

"Dircctor.



