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In Ret InvesSigetion of aceldent whlah decurred

apon the line of the Hisscurl, Xehess & Tersng.

Rallwey Comnmny of Texme, near lookbars, Texeas,

on July oo, 1818,

On July 30, 1918, shere was s dersilment of @
freight Srsin on the Mlasosuri, Kenass & Texza Rollwsy Cote
pray of Texcs anesr Lockhsrt, Tezes, which resulted in the
daeth of £ eaployses and the lnjury of 1 saployee, After
investigatlion of this sooldent, the Chief of the Divisionm of
BaTety reporte se followat

Horthbound teein Bo, 58, a2 losel frelght traln rune
nlng betwesn fan Antonio, Texas, s6d Swithville, Texes, st
the tizne of the dersilusnt sconslinted of locomutive 407, £9
enptly ocars, § losded cars end » caboose, In cherge of Conductor
RBixon and Englnemen Heyden, This trein left Jan Antonle z%
8150 a. @, on July 30th, srrived % Logkbart sl 7,38 po e,
left lLookhert at shout 8,090 p, @., =nd 2% sbout 5.07 p. 8. was
depsiled =t » paint LG siles north of Lockhert while running
at & speed variously 2etimntied o heve besn from 18 %o 40 mlles
per hiour.

The dersilment oceccupryed &t & publie resd crossing,
Enown a8 “Bell Crosging,” whiloh ls loveted on the runweff of
& Iour~degree curve lesding to the 1aft, snd on a Gosceniling
grade of about 1% for northbsund tralne, the superslesvetion on
the cuprve beling aboul 4 lnches, Alter CQereilasent the $raln

ran for & distance oF 30C Fest, the locomotive furaed over on




ity left glde, killinmg the firssan ond hesd brekessn, and the
reok weg Tord up for s distanee of about £50 feet., The
tender turned avep with ite botton glde ap parslilel to the
ireck and behlind the logomotive, while sleven care weres de~
reiled and viled up within ¢ speos of 120 feet, Three other
caps were fersliled hut net serlously dessged,. The weethep
et the time wre glesy,

The division opn whiol thle zeclident Jsecurrsd iz a2
glngle=tyraok line, opepated by irain oprders snd tise~gard
rights., The iresck 1o 1xid with Go-pound second hend steel
rrile, 30 snd O feet L6 leapth, with froem 17 to 20 pine tles
usder sach rell, The trzek iz not uniforsly bsllested bug
the foupe3egres curve iz bellastsd w1tk sbout § lnohes of
gravel gy o within szhout 70 feet of the erossing. AL soune
prior Stlese the ballast had besn resoved fram thle 70 fset of
trock for the purpoxe of wtting in new ballsst. The trsek
ig feliriy well mslntelned but leg uneves on socount of Lhe
second nsnd relils belng surfece snd lise bent, Thers wes slao
2 10w Jolnt on the left hand rall abosut 28 Teel south o the
polnt of dersiluent wilch was rzised one inch siter the sccldent,

The iaitlel dersilasnt nrobably cecurred $o the front
tender trueks, whish ware Jersiled on ihe plght hand side of
the trsuk, wileh in turn dersiled the loconmotlve, An sxaxinetion of
the tresk st the orossing showed s flsage sark on the ball of the

right hend pell =bout 310 inshes in lsngth, tsls merk psssing




Trom the center to tue plgnt head edge of the rell. The
croaeling wee [1lled »ith 4ird, »nd the conslsnl uwse of iv
by pedestrieng, wvehleles and the wrecilsg orew oblitersted
21l flange or wheel marke until tae anorth slde of the crossing
wis resched, fros vhieh polnt the flange xerks on the tlas
vare ulsinly visible, The wheelsz »ppersntly contlinued to
diverge %o the right sfter derallment, until a bLelige, o Iwset
popts of the erossing, wes resched, snd ou thls ridge wieel
nerig wers found shout the oenler of the traok, ndicating
et the pight wheels were off the ties on the right 2lde,
deptroying the rlpht gusrd prell snd bunching and bresklng the
ties in she eenter and dersliling the following cars., ihe
front tender rack Ireome with one osiy of wheels wag found
aboul the middle of the track op-osite the Yender and Lhe
second palr of wheels was torn loose frow Lhe Lrugk sud wes
found on the plght herd side of the trach and alizhtly Lo ihe
rear of ithe truck frene, The second palr of lrucks lay to
the right zoruss the right rsll. The iruck center pins on
the tendeyr were bent to the right, iladligetisg thet sowe foree
fros fie 1left bhad rulled the tender Srame from the trucks.
he logsumotive and tender woepre carefully exssined snd thelip
wvhesls geuged, bul nothlng whas Found thel could have «ounlpiw
buted $o the dersilaent, _

Enginessn Hayden of traln Ko. 58 atated thet apw
proschilag Bell Uroasing be hed 4 olemr viey of $he crossing

psd could see no obetrugtlion on 1%, He gtiated that hleg



Y.
Sroin res over the erossing et s speed of 12 or 10 slles
per hour, znd frow the eswsylong of the logonotlve he thoughtk
4% must hove struck some obalructlion on the oroszlag or e
lew Jolut., The lopomotive msde four or five lunges and
then siesightened up. He sisied further that the first
tilng he notlewd as beling derailed wee the first cer in the
tTraln sad thet the Yender wis on the tless % slmosl the game
“lus; hie enpine may have been deralled butl 17 se he did not
notice 1Y untll the snglne Turned over. He could not re-
Beabsr whelbher or nob b spplied the sir brekes Lo suergeéncy
&% the time of the Jdersiloent,

donductor Mixon of Yrein A0, U5 steted thset when
kis Trein was dersllied he was rlding in the caboose buslly
wel bing snd 414 oot potice foe speed of the $rein,. Had (oe
speed Deen exoesemive he ls coerisin he would heve notloed 1%,
She Dirat intlmellen he hed of the dsrsilment was when the
seboors seemed L0 strike someltblng snd Deglh L3 rock and rew-
bound,. lawedisiely aiter the secident he wsde an exsming-
tion of the Ursck but was unable @ find mayibing shad cuuld
have ssueed the deprsilasnt.

Rosdmenter dagen sisted the:y he sade an exenina~
tion of the Sreck the next sorning snd found the line, surfece
snd gauge of the irssk south of the cressing to be good, He
stated that he found the superelsvatlon of the trsek a1 the

reint of dersilzent to be Pe4/4 inches, 25d &t & Polst & shord



£

dletance south 1t was <& inches] She run-ofl wae relber sbrupt
but hed the proper elevetion, The rirst Jolnt south of the
rosd eresslng on the left henod 218e wes relzed ome lach after
the sagident, »nd in his oplmion the genersl condition of the
treck wee good, there belng a few lrregalsrlties sush ss best
raile, He thought the speed of trala Ro. 38 susl bBave bedn
30 op 35 slles per hour and thet the dersilzeat wes gauged

by ab obstructlion on the lrack.

fesident Englineer (herp stated that he aade o
sxaninasion of the trsok the following woralng snd sould flad
nothliag thet ssuld heve coused the deraliment. He etsied thay
SThere was & allght chenge in puperelevstlon of the tragk be-
ginaling 2t & point Just zouth of the erossing snd extending
through the croseing, beyond this point over the arossing the
track was torn ur snd could tell nothisg sbsut 4t.% He furthep
stated that the sypwed of the troln sust have been sbout 40 siles
rer hour end that 1% wiks bLle Spinlon thet the dersilusnt wee
epuerd by an obastructlion in the flenge way on the orossing end
by high spesed,

Dpekeman dltchsy of traln Fo. 55 etated Lhat hs ssde
an exmmlpstion of the itrack lmsedistely sfter the dersilsent
but oould find sothing whlch zhonld have csused the sceident,

Srokewsn Youpherty of traln No.98 stesed thei the
speed of his trein &% the size of the darsilasnt wes 15 ar &0
miles per hour,

Superintendent Thanhelser stated thes from the

gpperance Of the wreck the ereed of Yrealn Bo., 50 must haws
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been 30 allse nepr bour, wiile Pozd Foresan of Saglines Hellssn
throusht the speed zmupt hsve baen 285 or 32 sileg per houp,

In wiew of the eanflliet ln the svidence snd tie fagt
Fhet $he Srsok weg badly torn or from 2 polnt g few fest noprth
ol the inltlisl paint of dxpsilment to the plroe wheres the trsln
Gree Lo reed, i1t le lovowsible fefinitely to dstermine ihe
grure OF thle Jernilment or with eertslinty vhich part of the
traln war the Plrst o bhe Jders1led. FPros the position of
the tender tmicia sfter Jdsrsilsent snd the genersl condliilon of
thie wpagk, 1t Lo heliewed thet the front tender tracks were
the filrst to be derslled, snd that the Jepnilzent wee ¢ausad by
tie low Jolat st south of the rosd orossgling, the uhieven Gone
f3tim of the trser snd the speed of the itraln,

Hetween Smithville snd Lookhert thére in g soesd pew
stpricetion of 290 siles mepr hour For Irelgnt ipeins, snd uwhile
snpinener. Heylen zizies thoi thw apeed of hie teeln was sbout
1P o 16 nilen per houwr 2t the tixe of the derallsment, in view
of the fret thad eleven cors were - 1led up within » spaece of
1EY fest and the $istaces the Ltesin ren ofter dersilmesnt, 1% ie
spot:ble thel the spesd wag in excegs of 15 milsa 2er hour,

411 of the ewployees involved In this accident had
soel reoprig snd acne had besn on duly in violstion of the

nours of aservies lgw,
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