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In Bmt Zmm%t$®tlm of eoeidwnt whioh eoenrrad 
mpm the Hist of tlit Mtseeari* tsaaao ft $§*ao< ftallwajr Q®imm$ of fosoo* ooojp bookfeart* Tinea* aa *%1^ 3̂, 191ft. 

&o July SO, 1911, woo a darail»*iit of & 
freight train en tho Jiionenri* Sonsae ft Tonaa Bolivar 
panjr of Venae seer LooJH*jrtv feme, vhiefe rooaltoft In t&t 
deoth of £ enpleroee aad th© injury of 1 enployee* After 
investigation of thlo ftool&ent* tno OUef of tbo ftUloioa of 
Safety reports no follovot 

lorthneond train is* 3d* * Wool freight troin run* 

oiog between $«a Astasia* Texsg* and ftnlttivlllo* Tense* *t 
tbo tiae of tht ftor«llnoat sons!*tod of leeonetlve 4Sf, if 
oaptjr cars, ft looftoft oars a eaheeso* la ohoxgo of $»il*&et9r 
mxm and £aglaamtn te^dim. fnto train loft ftan Antonio *t 

&. a. do 30tb* :irrlv*a at tooslisrt at 7*&ft p* *•* 
laft kochbart it about ©*<J0 p. a*# and at obont 6*07 p. •*• was 
dorailod *t * point *8K* olloo nortfc of Loe&te't while rwniag 
ot a. speed variously estinated to have boon fro* 1ft to 4& ailoo 
par hour* 

tho ftorallaoat eeeurred at a pnblle road orooolag* 
'known aa •ftoll Crossing,* wnioh la looatod on the ewjw»*ff of 
a foar-degros eorvs lead teg to- the laft, ond oa a doseeodifig 
grade of about 1% for »orthb$aii$ trains* the soperoiovstlon en 
tbo .curve being about 4. Inches* AfteF dorallnont tho train 
ran for » diateaoo of SOft foot* tho looonotlvo tarnod owor o» 



its left Jtlllla$ %m fireaan end Mm braxeasa, and the 
tree* m$ torn up for a aistsnee stoat £90 feet* the 
leader turned wor with its oottoo side op parallel ta tho 
treoh and behind the locomotive, while eleven c«ri w«r* de­
railed ani cited up- vlthia « epsec of ISO fees, throo other 
cars %*%ro derailed hot net seriottslgr deoagcd, Sne was the* 
*t tho time wp.s olosr* 

tho division oo whieh this accident occurred le » 
single-trsek line, operated or train orders end tiao-eard 
righto* tne tree* io l*ld trltte gg-poaad second head stool 
rails, 30 m feat In length, vita fro* it to SO plot tioa 
undo? each rail* tho tr»c& is not on if oral* ballasted bat 
the four*degree curve is ballasted, with aboat © iaoboa of 
gravel to within shout tO- foot of tbo eroaeing. At seae 
prior ties the bailee* bad been removed fro* thl* to feet of 
tr*»e& for the porpoa* of .potting 1» as* ballast, tho traob 
it falrlr well salateiAOd teat is uneven on aooouat of fe# 
second h?*nd rails bo ing surfaoo end lias boat, there was alas 
a low Joint on tbo loft head rail about $B fast south af tbo 
point of deralinent whieh w*« releed one lneh after to aooidont* 

the initial dors linen t probably ooottrrod to tho front 
tender trucks, *hich ware dart Hod on the right hand side of 
tha trsob* whioh in tarn derailed tbe locomotive. Aa examination of 
tbo traob st tbo mtr&mimg shooed a flange ear* on tha 'bell of tbo 
right hand rail **>eat IB la she e in length, this mrk pee*lag 



tvvm tfcs ©eater to %m rigat bead ©4ge af tbe rsil. Xho 
ereeeiaf <wes filled with dirt* «nd the eaaetaat use af it 
by .pedcetrieoe* vehicles and tha wrecking era* obliterated 
ell flange *>r «b«ai » « i until tba north a Ida of the ereeelKig 
wee readied, fram anion paint the flange nerve an the tit a 
*nr* plainly visible, wheel* *pperently continued to 
diverge to tha right af tor deroii»e»t# until a bridge, m feet 
north of tbe eraselag, was resetted, and on this bridge ̂tteel 
«er*a wri found about tbe center of the treeb., indicating 
that tbo rlgnt vhsels wore off the tlea <*& the right aide, 
destroying the right gnord rail end bunohlag and broshing the 
tit® in tbo center and derailina tho following ears* the 
frant tender true* freaa with one pair of wheels wee found 
about the middle of tbo track opf-oeite tne tender end the 
second pair of ssfettin S?&B torn loose fro* tbo trucfc end was 
f̂ und oo the right Hand aide af the trsok end slightly to tbo 
rear of the truob frsne., tk® second pair of trucks lay to 
the right soroea the rlgfct rail* the true*, center plao :e* 
the tender ware beat to th® rigiit, Indicating that eeae force 
froo fee left had iulle4 the tender fraase froa the traejte* 
The loeomotlve and tender were carefully exsniaea and their 
steels gauged, but nothing was found that could havee e»ntri* 
teated to the dorailooot* 

angiaeoea Hitydoa train £e« Si stated that ap­
proaching Bell Qreseiag be bad a clear vie* of the orooolng 
««d oould see no contraction on it* 'be stated that his 



tra-la mm over the eroscl»̂  at a speed of If or 15 allee 
ner hour., froa tho awaying of the leeoaotlve m thought 
It m»% have ataniak ee** ehetructloa on the ©rootlog or a 
lot? Joint, the Isoonotlva m&a four or- five langns aad 
then otratgnteoed on-* H* eta ted fur thai* that the first 
tuing ho noticed m being derailed woo the first cur la tha 
train aad that the tonder wee ss* tha tlat at al*e*t tho as** 
tiooi hia engine »a> twva heap, derailed hut if so he did oat 
notice it until tho angina turned ever, lit ooald aot re-
aatthar whether or net ha spfllog tha air brakes is es*rgonor 
at the tine ef the dorailaoaU 

tienduoto* Slxaa cf train So. ti$ atatod. that whoa 
s*is train waa derailed fee was riding la the eaheoeo tesilj 
writing aad did cat notice tne apeed of the traia* gad. the 
apeed boeo esoeeaive he ia certain h® mml€ have Actioed it. 
the fi^at mtionUea he had of tho doreiioent woo whan tho 
eahoeae oeested to atriho oooothing snd begin ta root and re-
hound, laojodlotoly after the sodden t ha node aa earaffiloâ  
tien of tha track hut woo uaahle to f lod anything that would 
hove caused tha dsrtllaont. 

Roods* eter *£ogaa eta ted that J&e Made an ajjwstina* 
tiofi ef tho truck tha next norning and found the lioo* surf sot 
end gauge ef the tree*, aouth ef tho crossing to so good* He 
eta ted that he found tho auswrelevatlen ef tha traok at tho 
point ef derallasnt te ba inches* and at * no I fit a «hart 



distunes sooth it v?as 4 inenoei the m*n~off «*« rttfasr abrupt 
but nan th* proper elevation* FT® flr.it Joint south of lb* 
read ore**lag an th* left tea el A* was r*.lse& *»e inei* after 
th* aooi&ent, *»4 In his opinion tn* general condition of tbo 
tr-fcek *•« good, taoro bo bug a few Irroguleritiee eueh aa boot 
ralie. 1* thought tbo spaed of train io. 98 on** have been 
3 D or So- oilea par hour ana that th* de«*li*eat wo* caused 
toy an ebatraction -an the traek* 

ffteeident Sagineer Sharp etated tbat he node an 
ezaainatlea of the tree* the fallowing oorniug aad could find 
nothing that eouXc' caused the der*12iaeat* Me stated mat 
'There was a alight enaage in superelevation of th* traek oo-
ginning et a point Just &#uth of too crossing and extending 
through th* crossing, beyond this point over fee crossing th* 
track was torn up *nd could tell nothing about it,* is further 
stated that the speed of the train euat have been about 40 miles 
per hour and that it was hi* opinion that tbo doreilaent was 
oeuead by an efeotruetion in the fieog* way m the oroooiag snd 
by high, speed, 

%rt#is«n ^itehsy of train »o* M stated that na 
an onanlnation of the tract, loiaedlately aftor the dorailaottt 
but oould find nothing i#hloh should novo caused tha aooidont* 

araheaaa %u^i*rty of train So.ss stated tbat tbo 
speed of his train at the tin* of tn* doreilttont two Id or 8S0 
•ilea per hour. 

awperiftteadeat Thanh*leer stated that tvm the 
appeeranoo of the week the speed of train Ho, §$• saiet neve 

http://flr.it


been $a ®tl*n p#r hour, while Read rer**an of Ibg lnaa fSallaan 
thraught th* speed a o j t have been 20 or 30 nil** ?er hour* 

In, view of the eonfliet 1® the evidence) end. tfes feet 
that the %mm w*a Im&ly %®m up fro® e point e few feet n^rth 
e f the initial point of a*r*lla*»t to the pl*ce where tha troll* 
Offoe to rest* It If. iws*o«siai* definitely to deteraine the 
cause of thia deroilnent or with carta la ty which nor* cf the 
train wee the first to he derailed, th* position of 
the tender trueks aftei* dorollnent m§ the general condition of 
the wreck:* it in believed that the front tender trucks were 
the first to be derailed, and that the derailment woe oauaed by 
the l*?w Joint j«st a oath &f tha read creasing* the uneven con-
•sitiaa sf the traok aad th* $pm4 of the train, 

between Saitfcvlll* and tockhart there ia a speed re* 
ctrletlon af asil.es per hour for freight traia a, and while 
Snfloewan Hay£*n state* that tha speed of hia train was about 
It ar i» mii^i per hour at the tiae o f the 4er*linent* in view 
of th* fact that eleven ears were r lied <zp M 1thin a apace *af 
i r > feet and the distance the train ran after derailnaat* It is 
^rohf-hle ttut tha speed was in exeeas of 18 stiles par hour* 

All of th* *oplcye*a involved la this aoeident had 
g&«Ki records «od none had been on duty ia violation of the 
hours of aervlca law. 
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