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On February 24, 1914* there w^s a rc?jr*cnd 
collision between *.vo pros eager trel&a on the Sfissouri, 
Kanaetf % T e n n i s Railway of ̂ e^as, at lilllsboro, 'terns, 
w^lon resulted in the death of & Pullaen porter, ana 
injur:/ of 4 paaaengoro end 3 e^plajoca* After invent 1* 
^"tion of this ncci'î nt thflr Chief Inspector of P'ifuty 
Ap, ..irsi.ces reportn «.« follows; 

Ho rebound ''*>s-,©M{or train Ko* 3 mi a b uart f roui 
S^n Antonio, 1*su£s, to Oallou, Taraa, and consist &c! of erne 
bn-g^ge o ir* oau oo*teh, t*>o oh&ir oar** and «1? Pullr---in 
??lsf©piŝ  o*--r'*» h&uied by locomotive Ho* 5&4» *JEd in 
©Kjr^e of Conductor ..nrri;. s*nd Sngineiaen S&iWu TY& 

b&f^ *o car I M ! tha ̂ eeon3 chair a w steal unJ^rfr^ae 
all of tre o*£«r e*rs heir.g of wooden construction* This 
tr*sln rescued Hill icorn at 5*53 a,s»t coming to 5top 
or* she ?r̂ in tr^ck of the 'villus Sivi^lont Ioc*3tad -an the 
e£t&b §iu# of ehw station. It was customary to cut the 
fcralo is tvo fit this point for the purpose of owltchias 

of the c^r, to t„e main trsofc of the fort Worth 
Dtv*''lon0 <-5S the west •il&e of the station* In sccorticî eo 
•yitl. tui« practice, altering locomotive No* 14 ecu: led 
to tie r«^r orA of t!>*» train am! hauled the ro«sr ̂ evea 
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cars to a point south of the switch 6oxm3$tla& the mala 
trseics of th© two divl&iona* The switch was then lined 
up for the faoveraent to the Fort Worth Division sad the 
switching loaoraotlvG had shoved th® mm forward about 
on© sad a half cer lengths when it wae struck from th© 
rear by northbound train Ko* 6 , 

Northbound pu^en^er tr^in ?fa. 6 wno on route 
from San Antonio to St. Louii, It eanelsted of two 
b^&gag© cnrs, one mail csr, on© coach, one chair oar, 
two pullsian sleeping o^r', on« rriveto c^r, on® chair O t r, 
and two Pullman aisepir^ cfvrs, hauled by looo&otive So, 
36?, and was in charge >f Conductor T&favt EagSaeisan 
Gumport, Tho first b ^ g ^ e 'ĵ r, th® anil oar s M tne 
second oh&ir ear <v©r*s of all-steel oonotruotion, v/hilo 
the second bsggetge e?r hi, •= Jta-1 uad^rfreiae* All of 
the other ear*? were o* - ̂f>"cn c "ruction. !Eraia 5?o« 6 
peaked ^eot, the lent 1̂ - vs, h office er»?tft of 
Killsfeoro Yard, ot 5 - 3 5 ir- oolllded with ewitchin£ 
locomotive JJo# 14 «t tbrrzt *>.<*5 , thtle travel!ag at 
a speed believed to hr-r^ "-c;i >ct-©en 2 0 and miie@ $#r 
hour* 

Tho ̂ ull^n sleeping c r lseaedietely ^head of 
ewitchlr^ locomotive L/t. telescoped about two-thirds 
of its length by fchut loc^/iti^, wMeh also badly 
damaged. Koao of the otN/r c-r'- frum train Jfo* 8 wms 



da&ogtid* Tr«iu J¥o, 6 became sep*irmt©d in two pl«o«A£ 
firs't' Iwtwmn th© tan4©r of ths loeoaiottVB aad th© first 
hag£3g« cssr, arhii© the other fer&&& oocurr^ b©t?#««R tin 
aleapt&g oir EndfirXin, the seventh car in the traia, and 
th© priv&ts «fsr insmcd lately be&iad It* Tho locomotive 
end hsggs^ cer ^stained flight &w&g&* Th® reur end 
of the alee^inK Knderlia m » dsm&aged to sossa© axfc&nt» 
while th© forward find of the private $«r waa "badly dssuagod 
end telsaoopad a di?ta:o© of sertfurr*! fe«t» f^a «?e&t!n&r 
ttt tha tir® of tt« cellist on was ols&r* 

The ' 1 1 vourt, J£ftn«jo3 & Railway of TO:,PS 
is a alibis-truck H A © fr OSI up to a point shout on© 
aad QK,«»helf mile a south of the passenger station *t 
13.11 sft>ro» Trara fcMo point th© lino la double-tracked 
through th® ynrd up to * point about 1 , 4 0 0 f»©t south 
of th® station* At 3 point about 600 tmt north of tho mid 
sf this* lauhie track the ain^ls-traete male line of tha 5^11"*: 
Dlvi ,ioa brcnehea off to the right and pn$seg tlj& station 
on tne ri^ht i^ud or etâ t side, ths sin^la tracfe of th© 
Fort *for*;h Division bal&q on th® opposite side of feim> statics. 
Tr?\in aovagofir.ta from WACO up to the beginning of th© Joubl© 
tr«cV at th© •sout.* en3 of hlllsboro Yard are handled under 
tha train-order system, prot*sot»d by automatic bloe& $lg-
eels, Covenanti over ta© £3ubl® traefe seotioa ftrc governed 
by special instructions in the tfer.@-cnrd rending &•& follows: 
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"Bouhle traclr between Hlllebcro and South 
Tsard, oil trains us© left M M traofe. Borzoi 
position of ©witch at scuth oiid for southbound 
traine, esd north end for northbound trains* 
All tr&isa ©ad y&rd en^inoa muot move under con­
trol thru thia double trmk limit expecting to 
find moin lino mid eros^-overo occupied.* 

The point of collision wee Just south of tho northern end 
of th© double track, on an vzvending $r$de of one per 
c©nt for northbound trniss, and $6 about the end of a 
curve of 1° lending to th® rifrtit about 1#GQ foot in length* 

From tho et-iteufents of <sll the mploy&m involved 
it ij apparent fihnt th® ir-viic&ing m&rm&nt being ssde on 
thio fey wss a deily occurrence ^sd thet sll e&ployeos 
understood th*it t'm yain tr>j©£ could b© occupied by switch­
ing aove&ontu wituout fln̂ gir.c protection. Jfcpproeehitig 
trains were flawed occ^-.ionnliy, but usually this urns 

done in order to -srovrint ti CP» fr«n coa&in$ fcoo close, thus 
giving th© switching or*rv -ore m a in which to worlc* 

Foro&an ZfoKlis„ jf " .e .-TvitoMag crew stated 
that the speed of train :>a* 5 *st tho tlsse of th® collision 
was frost 30 to 35 tailf" er : . iur, and that the eagtaescoii 
of the &#itchi££ looon'ti/c "*^slf*d the approaching 
train to stop* Ba^ice^hr >I raven of tho switching loco-
motive stated fch^t ivht.*ii o s *•«'./ tr«in Ho* 6 ap^ro&oking 
he sounded ono lontr bl« ~x, ̂  "ha whistle snd when ho sow 
thmt that, trfiin *<?&s nst. <;ol̂ , * to &t&p ho jfurer>ed̂ Tft» 

thought th® epeed or tr-;in I7o* 6 TOS bet%T«©n JO and 35 



*5» 

nil** par hour ^hm It %m& about 20 e&r lengths away, 
Switohonn $%taon atat«4 th*it ho madia the out 

In train Ha* & at tho station and then roda on ths l&@t 
car of th@ a&van o*rs bain® bandied by tho awitohlSgg 
losossotiva. Aa these eora wore being hauled isouth for 
th© purpose of svdtoblng thorn to tha Tort Worth Division 
tr&tn lino, he w tho he&silght of train K G * 6 coming 
through the yard. Jte tMft toW SteltaiaiMui Woloh, who ms 

standiat th® otvitefe lolling to ths fort Borta $l7i*lon, 
that train Jfc)« 6 war. approaching and to go booh cau f lag 
it, hin i'iea being to give tho avdtohlng crew ram. in 

whieh to work* *?&i&ehrum ?elch atartadi basic, but b«sdi 
gon« only tjo or tura© e»r langtha when train £o> 6 C ^ K O 

around tha curve, the collision ©a«urr## just as tho 
sttitohlns looosiotlre aai atarted to push the esra ahead 
on tha Fort Worth Sivi&ion* Swltelsaaii Wataoa further 
atnto^ t/iat he thought tho gpaodi of train SO* $ wss from 
3 5 to 3 0 mils* p&r hour. 

Bi^inammi Guapert of train No* 6 atate4 that 
wiien nnvronohlng Hlllaboro ths awitah light at th® switch 
connecting th© two main Una tracks m a graen, indicating 
that it v"«a ll&aci u.j, for tho £ort isforth Division sain Una, 
tho ?rop«r nLOvmzerit fsr hl<3 train* H*t alao saw th© bertf* 
li*-hts on tha tender ot tha switching ioeomotive, and at 
ti'« feisie thought is .vea standing on tha Port Worth fcivi­
sion panslnc* trsoK* *»at of tho line of that dlvi ilon. 



M& did net see the switch!tv? laooraotivc sgpiin until within 
ahout three or four oar lengths of ltt hla view having 
been obutruoted by moke trailing down behind the locomo­
tive t due to the north wind which w«a blowing et the time* 
He did aot knw: *Fh@<ther or not he applied t h © air brakes 
before tha collision, which occurred before he bed time 
to jump* Be further etnted that th© speed of his train 
W E 8 from 13 to 15 salles per hour and thst if he had had 
ear warning of tne location of th© end toning locomotive 
he easily could hnve atspped his tmia* He was working 
steam &t the tisie, an account of the ascending grade* Ke 
thought the switching locomotive ms farther aouth than 
usnsl, end stated that he did isat; hear th® whistle signal 
eounded by the cfflgl&emaii of the ditcher e# ® w&rning* 

Conductor "Ether st**tei that he did not think thars 
was anv application of the ilr bri&ee* *£he speed of his 
treln at the ti^e of V/w c allien fee thought was eb^ut 15 
all ©a per hour* 

This aooident v _r. caused by the failure of Englne­
aan Sumpert of trcin Ho* 6 properly to control the speed of 
M a train, in violation of the tlBie«*eard instructions re­
quiring all trains to aovo usd^r control expecting to find 
the &aln line and cross-overs occupied* 

fhe 4isfccscc traveled by traia 8o* 6 eft^r th© 
collision, sa; feet, well » 3 th© manner ia #hiea the 



sleeping mr £adarlln t<2iafcoope<5, m&fces it appear that th© 
speed of that train wae considerably in eaoess of the apead 
at which Enginen&a Gump art ol&l&ed it to have been traveling* 
Thia aesaaa to he the mor® apparent when It ta considered 
that it traveled the distance of 313 feet on an sacauttisg 
grafie 1 par cant, and with the bra&ee applied on both 
train No. 6 and tho ears being handled fey the ©witching 
locomotive, these brfrlres having been applied aa a result 
of tha eolllalon. That mora de&t&s did not occur ia doubt* 
laaa duo to tho fact that tho telescoped sleeping cay 
earrlaS no pa^aengara, th© Fullgsen 3>orter who ̂ as killed 

tha only oocupant* 
^tigin^an (Jumpert ttf&a employed aa a firemen in 

October, 1881, and tn 3eotealMW# l$0&f wae promoted to 
englne»a&» Ha m a discharged ge£tasbert 1903, for running 
by a meeting point, resulting i& a collision* Ha wag 
roisstDtad in July, 1907* Since tjiie relaatata&ant hia 
record had been practically clear* At the tl&e- of eolllalon 
he had bean on duty ona hour and twenty-five mlautoa, after 
a period off duty of twelve hour® and twenty-fiv© ainuta-* 
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