lic. 490.

IE KE INVESTIGATION uF AN ACCIDENT WiiCH OCCULREL ON THE
MISSOURL, KiBSAS & TIXAS RALLWAY OF TEEAS AT GRANGER,
TEX:LS, OB JASGARY 10, 1918.

Februsry 18, 1918.

On Jemmery 10, 1618, there was & reur-end eolli-
sion bdetween tvo paesenger trains on the Mlssouri, Kepses
& Tezss Eellwey of Texce at Granger, Temas, resulting im
mmwsmwmmwmmm passengers,l
exployes on duty and 2 employeess desdhending., After ine
Wﬁm, the Chief of the Bureau of Bafety reports as

The San Antomioc Divigicn of the Smithville Dis-
triot, on zhieh this aoeident ocourred, extendsz from Belle
mesd to Sen Antomio, & distenos of 194.5 miles. ¥ith tue
exoe tion of 10 zmiles of double truék betveen Bellimesd
snd Bewltt, it 15 & single~trsek line, over whieh trein
movezents are governed by time-table mmd Srain orders.
Threswposition semaphore tyse of sutomatlic hlock sigmals
&¥e in use frowm ¥Vaso tw the sorth end ol the Grenger yard,
byt the eollision coeurred ocutside the sutomatic bloek
siansl zome, ebout 3,000 feel south of the lest signsl aod
about 103 fest soush of the lsat bonded refl.

Approseching the uoint of sgeident from the
north the treck is tangent for a distesce of 1.64 miles,
for which distence the view of enzinemen is unodbstrusted,
The gzrede apyroeching the polat of sovident froa the
worth is generzlly siighily descendinzg. 4t tie ti. 2 of
the sceident the night was dark snd it wes & littls b=rvy and

The pessing track at Grengsr i2 lodsted on the
west side of the meln treck cnd Gxtends north of the ste-
tion for more thanm 3,700 feel. The north end of this
traok is known =8 the "Lake Trook.® There is s sut-of?
Trom thiz truek o the meln track, locsted about 550 feetd
sorth of Lhe station, or opposite the 98Al shuts. Traiss
a3 route to Ben intonio use thipg out-0ff, moving o3 Lo
the Lake Twsck fyom wvhence theythen divert to Ssa Zmtoanlo.

The trains ipvolved in this zoeoident vers the
irst end sesopd seetions of truin Ho. 5, Enown e the
*Xety Flyer,® which rums daily froz St. Louls, o., %0
Salveaton, Texes, On tho date of the gbdident 1t wus
roaning im two sestions frum Yeeo to Granger. Whea there
sre two seetions of train No. 5, the first szecticn diverts
at Orenger and runs %o Zen intomio &2 trein Bo, =25, or
lst Bo. 5, while a:? second a;ctian TUne &8 tg-aia Bo. &
from Cregger Lo veston. t i customary for San
intonlo traimes to deke coal ot Oranger but pot eustomery
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for the Gelveston traias %o do 20 &t that point.

Trein let NHo. 5, in ohsrge of Comduotor ﬁuaw
Englosmen Gerrett, sonsisted of loscmotive 387, 1
W beggage our, 1 stesleunderfirase oco8 i smi-
erfynne sheir car, 1 all-zteel Pullsan sleep
mﬁ 5 stesl-underfrete sheeping ours, in the order m&%ﬂ
It left Hilleboro on Sime 8% 10.50 Pofta,y oud wpoR
syriving at Bartlett, & miles morth of uUrsanger, took the
gldinz and met extys 285 sad trsim Ho. 26. Train 1st
fic. 5 then left Bartliett ot sbout 1.50 &.x., sdout 22
winutes late, sad at sboul .08 or .07 as.n. stopped at
the cosl shute locsted sboul 550 feet north of Orsnger
atation] while staudins herse ite rear end was atruok by
train 24 So. 5.

Trein 24 Ho. § was iummﬁ%ﬁmﬁw%&kw
and Eaginenan Moonoy sad consisted of loocmotive 288, ¢
sll-stesl hwm esrs, 1 stesl-underirane cosoh, 1 steels.
wnderfrece chalr osr and 7 steel-underfrzoe sleeping ears.
This trzia left mzamm at 1100 paiie, =0d upon arrivsl
8% Bertlett took 2iding end set extre m sed train Ho.
£8, the sane trsins t!zm trein Ist Ho, § met ot Bertlett.
Trein 24 Bo., § loft Bertliett sbout five or 2ix mimtes
sftor the first section and st £boul Z.00 c.m., viile
ruREing &t & speod veriously estimeted 2t from 1?3 to 25
ﬁl&g an hour, cellided with the rosr end of train lat

The front end of locomotive 3859 of treala 24 Ho,
5 buried itszelf into the rear end of the rear sleeping
ooy of train 12t Bo. § up to sbout the drewing roas door
of the lzstter. The underfyaue of thds oar overrcde the
underfreze of the oar sheed, teleacophng 1t for sore then
twowthirds of it leogth. *hﬁ frout trusk of the resr
sleeping oar wes Storn loose sad ves Jozaed becok spainst
the yesy truck, the Iront aad middle peirs of vheels delng
deruiled., The remainder of the sars of train lat Ho,. &

susteined Jittle The froat eud of the JOOONO-
tive of train 24 Fo. & =ss orusbed, the pilot wes bLrokenm
off, the Iromt engiue fruce wesz Drolten, the headlight

mmm wxile other minoy dsmages wers susteined
Mw The ressinder of thiz trsin sus-

uxm praoticelly mo desage.

Enzinagen Carrett, of traia lst Mo, 5, stasted
2t Grenger, be sotieed southbouns Tressht trein extre
& B joutiibound fre B extre
mmiasua-ﬁmwmﬁf the brokesen of that
train give him & proceed signel with Mis lantern, e
mm thet his treln stopped &t the ool chumte north of

N station botween £.00 mnd 2,05 2.0. 258 bad Deelt
skeare ot over thres mimutes vhen the collie
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Fireman iller, of train lst No. 5§, steted
ibet upon srzival of hie train at the cosul ehute, he got
off the locomotive spd stayted loeding the tender with
gonl; 6% thst time he sev the refleetion of & hesdlight
soning frowm the soreh ok knew Yhat trele I8 Bo. § veas
2.ysevehing,. He slso noticed &t that time thet the
merkers on the reer end of his <rein were buraing. Firee
sen Biller further steated thet Biz tyels hed been stauding
&t the soel ochmie between £ end ¢ sisubtes whep siveek by
trein 24 No. 6.

Condustor Seraey, of trals lst Bo. 5, stated
thei biz trein ervived st tha ool ohule Betusen 2.06 end
E207 vam. end the reer brekenen @06 off imredletely with
Bis white 2pd ved Lenterne nod stsried back, while ne in
the mecpsine sitenfisd Lo bthe duly of dischergling snd
lcttiny op peegenzere. He stated tuet the train bad been
standinge two or three mimgtes chenm 1% vud Blrues by trsin
£4 oeo b mnd e thougbl Bis rlegaun did Lob have Liae to
g&t beox wore thap 4 or § cer seuszths. He weid tue
mrrkers on toe rear of boe trelf wedre burbiag brisbiiy
ané ne oould see no reeson wiy toer shewldéd Bl uuve beon
Rosp by the envine grew of traib id Bo. ¥ iun time to zvold
the sellicion. .

Reer Prexgasg vurd, o7 raip lat Bo. &, &tated
it on e aight of -the geoldent piz traip mel estrs 238
2néd tirvip o, ¢ st Bertlett mnd thet ne saw teslir E& By,
L bebiad ther »b thal tlue. 086 55 8008 &8 Bis Lealn
gtopped st tre sosl chute 2i irenger, Be glori~ad bamsk o
flaxr and spein see Lhe reflestiod ofF the hesdilpbt of
trein &d Ho. 5. de 2izs noticed thnat ihe subomitis
block sigmel =t the nortn end oF the vard ¥ns in 1he Yeus
tion sumition aBf sew LU chaPe WO rea =hed Weln L4
bue & entered the nexs plost Lo tie rear. He sbaliod
Purther that be geve siap gignals Lo tie sacine erew of
the foliosine trein ez ne weni beck and mhens be hed yesehed
& point sbout € telesresh wolses frop nis $rain, V46 Shpine-
Bar of trein id Hoo b smevered nlf ziznuls =ith w0 blasts
o8 ihe whistis, trsin 24 Ho. ¥ thea being & or £ tele-
grapgn poles from bhis train. He satipeted e spesd of
treiu Id4 Bo. & s8 14 pasged Bim o be 30 or 43 zmiles 2
bour angd ne stebed Loet ae onlled Oul o the enplinecan
i sonld sot ses hlm et all., Fear Prskesssn Lurd furbher
#tsted That bBe is very geartioulsr sbout hevise his\lznts
borning brisbtly s8d he i3 sure thst om Las aight of the
ageldent the meykers on ipe resy of hig trein, sg well
g% his hspd laatorns, shzwved slsinly.

inglinenns Boguey, of Lrain 2d fo. 5, stited
that leawing dartiott he found tihe first hiocg sigmel sl
escstion, znd ssw it chenge Lo clear before hie train pusssd
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1t; ke found ell of the other slamals helween Bartleli
and Graoger in the olesr positiom. He staled Lhet
g inte Sripger he oxw extre 853 abexd, lhe hetde

zbis on the iscomotive of 4zt treln deins oul zud he
d4id not reuenbsr seelny =ny red light am 4%, He maid
that had e seen ¢ red liphi o e loserotive hLe wauld
have Brougnt hisz treiz down %0 3 low gpeed until Le
sauld zee whethey or nrt 1t ~ug Lo the side trusg. de
thought, Lseever, thet kie locomOilve wgd on Lhe side
tresk, bus res just sboubt &5 epzly 15e alr besies when
he received s sroceed sigpal fran o mesber oF tus dew
5% e sxtve, Arter psssias e S8R RRO ISVs i toe
zroveed slznel, be 3ew 2 red lantara zod ssde s serviocs
zgclieation of Shs brskes. He stafted that the red
lentery was handled in sach ¢ vy that ke understood it
as a slov sigasl instesd of & 8005 elgneld, e said he
Iaw 0 SErEers o8 the reer of $rain lst No. 5, Lhet hla
elegtyie headlizlUb wns Suradin: poorly snd that A7 the
markeTs had been buralns, toey ~OULd bave shova upbeltes
Q% cocount of the sosr beedlight. He furtier siaield
vhat the flaysms of trsin 1ot Hoo O mag cloge io tBe
reer of his trsin tut while he 4id not see Lie troin
aniil not more Lhen 150 or 200 Teet from ii, bhe avnv Lie
red lamtern held by the flegman when sbout 30 our mgihs
frow it sud is plenty of tize to atop hed the zignul been
gizgaxiy given. Ee further steted thel the speed of hia

B 2t the time of the oollision wsz betveen 20 snd 25 niles

A hour. Englineman Noopey eloo claimed thet he 418 not
mow it vas customery for Sam intomio trainz to Sake ooal

a8t Orasger.

Firepsn Bernett, of trsin 24 Bo, &, stoted thet
upon entering the Crenger ysrd, Englinemen Noomey nude &
seyvice sppliostion of the He atoted that e hime
self wes busy shwveling socal cpproeshing the point of S8l
dant, bdut loaked up =hen zbhout 5 csr lengths Lok Lhs rear
of trein 1ot o, § epd sevw thal Lhe merkers were burnlng.
fs ¢id not knov vy Englasuen Mookey failed Lo seethen e
less it mes bLeoctuse the gless wus smoked or beoczuse they
were burnlog dimly. He slso sedd shet be thoughtthe flage
san of treis lst Ko. § ves sboudt 4 or ¥ esr lsnatls baok from
the resr of his frain, but 4id oot see the msumer in which
the stop signsl ves given, Firemss Bsrastt cstincted the
spoed of his traim &t the tize of the colliision 2210 miles
an bour.

Condustor Yslker, of ireim 24 No, §, stcted tiat
he knew mothing of the impendins secident uniil the brakes
vore epplled im emerzeusy Jjust delore it osturred. He sald
that the apeed of hie train at that time was abeulfo or 28
miles am hour,
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;ensn Berrell, of trein & Ne. 5, alazo
eptizmuted the sgsm at sbout 20 miles 2n Bour st thwe tise the
emergenay spplication of the Lrakes was made.

Inginesen Hewvkine, of ecutbbound extre 835, stend-
ing on the Loie Treck at e &L the time of the aeai&sas&,
stated that sbout & misutes eod betesen the time train
let Ho. § passed niz and the tize trsim 24 Wo. O jeszed, Ee
ROotised that the renr markers on train lst 8o, § were burning
&t the tize ithat train psssed, He sald thet there wes &
red light on the tank of his looomotlve and that a&s trein
24 Ho, ¥ spprocched, Drekewsn Cole of hie orew Engl nes

tmm&mnm”thmugwmmgm
unnessssary stop on thelr acecsunt. He thought the speed of
m:lziﬁﬂa. § as it esaed wes sbout 35 or 40 miles sp hour.
ineman Hewking further stated that after pessing hin,
mmmz&:mauanmmmum.
but he 414 not know to »kat signel.

Mrecss Ounn, of extrm &35, steted that he noticsd
thet the terkers on the reer of traln lst Bo. § were bursing
&t the time thet frein peared him. Zfter treinm 16t Xo, &
Stopped 2t the sosl ebute and £fber train 24 Bo. & psssed, he
looked 30 see 12 he soulld see the msrkers on the resr of the
first tralan, but on socount of Lhe slestris Besdlight siisiag
on thes, be eould pot tell vhather or mot they werd burning.

Brahezen Rerver, of oxtres 838, ztated thst Mo
neticed that one of the mevkers on the pesr of treln lst
Eo. & wes burning ot the time Lt psessed his train, but he
41d not notice whether or pot the others were.

Brakesan Cole, of sxtrs 235, ststed thal beeause of the
maamMr&mmariuma be gave procesd
aiwls the eagine srews of both treins xst. sud 24 Bo. 8,
80 a8 to counterset thet Light. He ssid that about & oxr &
simates alapsed detwesn the tize the two Lralums wemt by end
mmﬁzusymwmmmmaﬁmixmmwmgﬁ
miles sn hour. Brecesesn Coie alzo stated thet ihe Tecr lights
on train lst Bo, & vere buralsg.

This accident wos m&d by the failure of Engine-
man o!minuﬁm to operate his treis under oon-
trol wi the yard liadts of Granger, ss vrequired by rule
Q&»g and spesisl tisewonrd insiruotiocns, Rule 98-b reads
&8s follovws:

*¥hen more then one sectlon of & passe
truin, sll but the firsi meetion mast &ymaﬁk and
pess all wster tanks end zosl chutes, ond =11
stations that ars regulsr or flag m;;s for sush
trains, completely under coatrol s $hst undey
20 clrommstantes shatover shall it be possible for
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it to strike tho preseding secticn. Responsibility
for gafely &t m& w&ms tests with 3he spprosching
i% & cusmonper treln stopping st & stetiom
shown on tm-mtah:m 28 2 s%op or flag Tor sach
mm, et protect sguinst following sestium."

The s o0fel tice-card fastrustions referred to resd ay follows:

*£11 treins pust move under cuntrol betwesn
Ligo snd Ssp Hereos, and through Grenger, Suith-
viile =nd Houstos yards.”

Then Engine found whe block st csution
leaving E&tzmt m m the traok wee ocounisd by some
trais. ¥hes he gata o Tidewell, which 15 3.3 milez south
of Bertleit sxd £ nlles north of Granger sudéd found no train
there, he should heve koven thet trele lst Be. 5, or some
other treln wes ixsedliutely chesé and should have spprosched
Grenger under sonbrul. ¥hile iU shows Lo the ooalre.y In
bis ststement, yel Pncimsusn Hooney hLas been workipg on this
&istriet long ensgowsh %o imsm that it e the prsctice of fan
intonle trains to teke sosl o% Orstger. Dogloecen iooney®s
stotesert thad he &imﬁwm& the sizoel given by DLrubecen
Curd sz ¢ slor xlgnsl does not sxeuss hinmes 4 red light is
& stop sigeel and 1t wves 4ip &ubly to stop. His ststouent
that hnd Be seen & red light oz Lhe resr end of ihe lOGOEo-
tive standing in elesr sl the north end of the Like Truek,
be would heve reduced speod until be conld heve geoen vhother
or mot &1l wee olear, Indicnies tlet he das ol mede 1t a
rreotiee strietly to "observe this most importent zignel.
Onleas signels are striotly a&wmﬂ, such unfortunate, znd
viiclly svoidsble aceldentns muy be expested to coour.

%ecy Brerecen Curd, of (rain ist Jlio. &, bed been
in the service omly sbout 5 weeks snd hed no prervious
rallrosd experiencs. 4 aore syiperieussd flsgman would
ymﬂwsﬁnWatwinm&lﬁmwﬁmxmw
flag train 24 Mo. 5, whieh might hsve .reveatsd ihe aceldent,

The eonidaut alizhi also heve boen preventsé 1T ihe
bloek signel system in wie of 8 portion of ihis line hed
extended throush Granger yerd,

Boginenen Mooney ontered the servioes of the
Wissouri, Xznees & Toxes Reilwey Compemy of Texas in Mareh,
1589 m& hed 2 elear Tecord. AL the i{ize uf the pooident
he hed desn on duty & bomrs 2nd 1) mioutes sfter a layeover
et Hilisboro of 4 bours sad 50 mizutes,




