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December 19 1914* IB m IHVSntlOATIOH OP ACCIBEKT ifHXCH GGCtfHKBD OH TBE MÎSOIBI, lb TB2C&S RAILWAY Off t&XAB EBAB B̂BTUSTT, TEXAS g OB CGTCBSH 1». 1914, 

Oft Gotober 19 a 1914, there was a derailment of a paeeeager 
train en the Hisaourl, Kansas & Toxae Hallway of Tezaa near Bart-
lett, Texaa, vhicn resulted, in tbe death of a employees and tha 
Injury of £2 yaaeengera* 3 esploy«»B and a nail elorfcs. After 
investigation of this eeclient, tha Chief of the Division of 
Safety reperta aa follows: 

The train involved in this aeeidest was northbound passen­
ger train fin. 6, an route from Sonatas* Texan to St. Louie* Mo. At the tira© of tho seal lent It consisted of 1 sail ear, % baggage 
ears* 1 eoablaetlea sail end baggage ear* 1 chair car, 2 Pullman 
sleeping oars, 1 ooaofl, 1 chair oar and S Pullaan sleeping ears, 
la the order given, hauled bv loeeaotive So* 7S7 and noa in charge 
of Conduotor Maaaay and Esgiaeaan Johnson* Acoording to tbe 
conductor* s otatement, it left Bartlett, Ite lest stopping point, 
at about 4.00 a.m., 58 minutes late* and was derailed at e point 
about 1.6S is lies north of Sartlett at about 4.13 a.m., while 
running at a speed estimated to nave bean between 35 and 40 miles 
per hour. 

The locomotive eame to rest on lta left aide at a point 462 fset north of the point of dera&ttent. She nail ear lay on 
ite right side dlreetly serosa tbe traolt and nearly at right 
angles to the same* Tbe next five aare la tbe train sera de-

f 
railed but all remained upright end vera not materially damaged. 



fh ia f o r t of tbo Missouri , Kansas * faxes Railway o r Texas 

I s « a ingle- t raek l i n e , t r a i n szovsBsenf e being protected by tbo 

automatic b lock-s ignal sya tea . The t ree* l a e t r a l g h t , on a 

a l i g h t f i l l , and a t the point o f aeoideut l a i n a bellow a t tbo 

foot o f two grades, each about 1 $ . I t l a l a i d with e9*»peand 

r a i l s , 33 fea t In length , with about SO t reated t l e a under each, 

r a i l , tha majority o f the t i e s being pine . Tbe t rack i s s ingle* 

spiked and as t i e p l a t e s are used exoapt on curves , fbe ba l l a s t 

eoaa i s t s of 6 tnahaa o f burnt d a y , with about IS inebea o f 

grave l underneath. Tbo rails and b a l l a s t were placed l a 1013 

and in general a l l of tbe track was l a good surface and alignment. 

Examination o f tbe track showed that tbe eleventh r a i l 

en tbe l e f t s ide , north o f bridge S o . 901.S, which i s about 1$ 

sd l e s north o f B a r t l e t t , bad turned eve r . There ware flange 

naxke on tbo web of t h i s r a i l , and a l so tbe fol low l a g r a i l * wbleb 

indicated that tbe dr iving wheels of tbo engine Bad bean running 

upon tbea* Tbe turning ever o f these l e f t band r a i l s resul ted 

i n the dr iving wheels on the r ight v±i& o f tbe engine dropping 

o f f tbo r a i l and running on the t i e s about 10 Inches ins ide of 

tbe r igh t hand r a i l . The engine continned on tbe t i e s p a r a l l e l 

wl tb tbo r o l l s for a distance o f about 04 f e e t , beyond which point 

tbe t rack was e n t i r e l y demolished for a distance o f about 400 f e e t , 

Beginning a t a point 21 r*sil lengths south o f tbo bridge 

end going l a a northerly d i rec t ion tbe r a i l s were found to be 

spread on al ternate s ides of tbe track fo r a dietoneof n f about 
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13 r a i l lengths , as follows* The twenty- f i r s t r o i l eeutb o f too 

br idge , on tbe r i g h t side* wea spread one-half inch fo r about 12 

f e e t ; about one r a i l length far ther north tee l e f t r a i l waa spread 

three-quarters o f an Inch for a distance o f about one r a i l l&ngthj 

throe r a i l length* fa r ther north the r i g h t band r a i l waa epread 

three-quart era o f an lneb fo r about one r a i l l ength ; S3 foo t farther 

north the l e f t r a i l waa spread t hree-<iunrters e f an lneb fo r about 

one r a i l length , while f i v e r a i l lengths far ther north tbe r igh t 

r a i l was spread one-half ineh fo r about IS f e e t . Between t h i s 

point and tbe northern end of tbe bridge tbe t rack waa in good con­

d i t i on . 

About three r a i l lengths north of tbe bridge tbe l e f t r a i l 

waa spread three-quarters of an ineh f o r about 12 f e e t . Twelve 

f e e t far ther north the r i g h t r a i l waa spread 1 inch fo r about 48 
fee t , fa l lowed by the spreading of the l e f t band r a i l 1 | inches 

for a distance of about 40 f e e t . The r i g h t r a i l waa then spread 

f o r ono and one-euertar inches fo r about 30 f e a t , followed by tbe 

spreading of toe l e f t band r a i l 1 | inehea t o r about 55 f e e t . Tbe 

r igh t band r a i l waa than spread 1$ inches f o r about 33 f e e t , followed 

by tha epreading and turning over o f the l e f t r a i l , tbe eleventh r a i l 

from tbe br idge. 

The superintendent and road s e a t s ? s ta ted that on the day 

following the accident they found tbe t rack to bo apraad in a s imilar 

manner for a distance e f about 13 or 14 r a i l lengths a t a point near 

a i l e -poe t So . .COS* ft hi oh i s about 3 j a l i a s south o f ^the point of 

adeldent . i. ) 
Locomotive Mom 757 i s a f re ight looonotive of tbe 2-8-2 



EPJ MOORED B I S LANTERN OAD EN GOING FORWARD FOOND TOE FLRENAA 

BESIDE TBE TRACK AND ASKED AIM I F TBE TENDER BAD LEAPED TBE R A I L A 

TBE H R E A A A REPLYING THAT I T WAA TBE ENGINE TBET BAD JANPED TBE 

TRACK. S O T R I E D TO SECURE A FARTHER STATEMENT FROS TBE FIREMAN, 

BAT OA ACCOUNT O F TBE AAM*A CONDITION, WAS UNABLE TO DA S O * 

CONDUETOR KASEEY THOUGHT THE SPEED OF TBE TRAIN WAS ABEAT 355 OR 4 0 

A L I O A PAR BOAR* HE FURTHER STATED THAT H I E TRAIN LOFT BARTLETT 

AT 4 * 0 0 A*AW AND THAT BE thought THE ACCIDENT OOEURRED AT 4 . 1 0 A . S . 

YIEGAAA CARTER WAS WALKING THROUGH TBE SIXTH EAR I A TBE 

TRAIN AT TBO TIME OF TBE ACCIDENT. S O AT OAOO GOT EAT AAD WENT 

BAEFC TO FLAG* BE D I D AOT KNOW BOW FAST TOO TRAIN WAA RUNNING, 

BAT THOUGHT I T WAA STAKING ABOUT ORDINARY EPEED. H A G A A A CARTER 

FURTHER ATATOD THAT BE DID AOT FSEL ANY APPLICATION O F TBO EMER-

GENOY BRAKEA. 

T H I S ACCIDENT WAS CAUSED BY THE SPREE DING AAD TURNING 

ORAR O F THO R A I L S OA TBO LEFT AIDE OF TBE TRACK* TBE APIKEE ON 

( THE OUTSIDE BEING PUSHED OUTWARD TO SNOB OA EXTENT TBET THE R A I L S 

TURNED OVER VRLTHOUT DISTURBING TBE SPIKES ON TBE I N S I D E . 

AS STATED ABOVE, THE LOCOMOTIVE HAULING T H I S TRAIN WAS A 

FREIGHT LOCOMOTIVE. THIS TYPE OF LOEOSOTIVE BAD BEEN WOOD OA 



thia and other hoavy,through trains elnee September If* 1914, 
tha speed being reetrloted to 4S nilsa par feour by oaperlntendenVa 

(2 1 bulletin bo. 1*01 * Issued September £8* 1*14* It la believed that 
tbo locomotive railed from one aide to the other to etteh an extent 
that It spread the track In tbe manner described, finally result-
log in tbe turning over of tbo re 11a and the oeneeenent derailment 
of tbo train. 
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