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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION -

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURED ON THE
MISSOURI PACIFIC RATLROAD AT WARNOGK, ITL., ON
JUNE 14, 1926.

July 20, 1926.

To the Commission:

On June 14, 1926, there was a rear-
end collision between two freight trains on the Missouri
Pacific Railroad at Warnock, Ill., resulting in the death
of one employee and the injury of two employees. This
accident was investigated in conjunction with a representa-
tive of the Illinois Commerce Commission,

Location and method of operation

This acecident occured on the
Chester District of the Illinois Division, extending
between North Junction, I11., and St. Louis, ¥o., a
distance of 127.27 miles; in the vicinity of the point
of accident this is a double~track line over which trains
are operated by time-table and train orders, no block-
signal system being 18 use. The accident occured
betwecn the switches of the passing track at Warnock,
on the northbound main itrack, at a poxnt 1,503 feet north
of the south passing-track switch; thc passing-trock is
3,998 feet in length and i1s located between the main tracks.
Approaching from the south the track i1s tangent and prac-
tically level for several miles, this tangent extending
for a considerzble distamnce beyond the point of accident.

The weather was clecar at the time
of the accident, which occured at about 9.05 p.m.

Description

Nortabound freight train extra 1238
consisted of 68 cors nad = caboose, hauled by enginc 1238,
and was in charge of Conductor Eckcls and Engineman Redding.
This train departed from Gorham, i1ts initial terminal, 62.04
milcs south of Warnock, at 9.30 a.m., with o bad order re-
frigerator car, A.R.L. 14272, coupled behind the ¢aboose,
the coupler being out of the south end of the car. The
troin passcd Prairie du Rocher, 26,56 miles south of
Yarnock and the last opem ofrice at b p.om. On oryival
at Warmock 1t was brought to a stop, at about 9 p.m.,
for the purpose of picking up cars, the cars in guestion
were not ready to be moved, however, and the troin im-
mediately proceeded, but after hoving moved about 8 or 10
car-lengths wes again brought to a stop on account of an
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overhonted journal on g onr mear the mmgine, ot about whiah
timeg the rear end of the troin was struck by extre 1533.

Northbound freight train cxtra 1533,
consisted of 125 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 1533,
and was 1r charge of Conductor Briggs and Engineman Speckins,
Thig train left Prairie du Rocher at 7.57 p.m., and collided
with the rear chd of extra 1238 at llarnock while travelaing
2t a speed cstimated to have been about 15 milcs an hour.

Refrigerator car A.R.L. 14272, the
caboose, and the car ahcad of the caboose in extra 1238,
were derailled; the caboosc was telescoped lts entire
length by the refrigerator car. FEngine 1533, its
tender, and three cars in this train were derailed, the
engine rcmained upright but the cars were demolished.
The employec killed was the conductor of extra 1238,

Summary of cvidence

Flagman C. E. Griffith, of extra 1238,
steted that while cccupying the passing track at Valmeyer,
7.%36 miles south of Warnock, the caboose markers, as well
s the cupole light, were properly lightcd and displayced,
Conductor Eckels gave him the usual instruetions to ride
the engine to Warnock and ossist other brokemen in per-
forming work =t that point, and also tc tell Engineman
Redding to pull out of the passing track ot 2 very low
rate of speed, so that the conductor could with safety
place redlights on the rear end of the bad-order car
s required by the rulcs, and ftake down tnc markers on
the coboose, Flagman Griffith proceeded to the en-
gine and informed Engincmen Redding zccordingly, and the
engineman complied with the instruetions, pulling out of
the passing treck at Valmeyer at o speed of about 5 miles
an hour, On roweding the curve located just north of
Valmeyer, Flagman Graiffith looked back from the engine
and saw the cupola light, but did not observe the '
markers on the caboose; while passing through Fountain,
located 2.41 miles fron Warnock, he saw the headlight
of the follgwing train, extra 1533. On coming to a
stop at Warnoek 1t was cscertained that the cars in-
tended to be picked up at this point wire not ready and
the train immediately proceeded. Flagmen Griffith
then observed a car with an overheated jourmal, about
the tenth of twelfth car from the enginc, consegquently
the train wes again brought to a stop, after having moved
about 8 or 10 cor-lengths, about which time the accident
cccured, Flagman Griffith thoroughly understood that
when a car 1s hauled bechind the caboose, such zs was done
in this instance, 1t 1s required that the markers be re-~
moved from the coboosc and red lights then displayed from
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the rear ond of the cor behind the coboosc, and ho soaid
that sbout two months previously Conductor Eckels had
instructed him to this effect; Flagmon Griffith said he

did not pleoec red lights on the recor end of the refrigern-
tor car before procccding to the emgine at Valmeyer, or turn
the cupola light, os the troin was then stonding on the
passing troclk, and Conductor Eckcls had soid he would at-
tend to the displaying of the lights at the reor end.
Flogman Griffith further stotcd thet there were three
lightecd red lighis inside thc caboosc with thc handlcs

on them bent in such 2 monner s to boc suspended from the
greb irons; also thaet ticre ves o complete supply of flag-
ging cquapment in the eoboosc, i1neludang torpedoas, fusces,
flags and lanterrg. The stntements of Enginemon Redding,
Fircman Goodwin ~nd Brikcman Talley and J. W. Griffith,

of extra 1238, corroboratcd 1n substance those of Flagman
Ce Eo Griffath. Brokcmar J. W, Graiffith also stated

that on rounding the curve rorth of Velmeycr he lookced back
end saw the marker light on the raght side of the caboose
displeying green to the front, as was the cupola light.

Enginemen Speckins, of extra 1533,
stated thet whilc passing through Valmcyer he reduced the
speed to 2bout 10 miles an hour, ornd increcscd it cgain
whilc possing througlhi Fountoain, The first lights he
sow opproaching Wernock were the lights at the s outh end
of the¢ passing treck; the rcd cupola light of the caboose
rhead then suddenly oppeercd and ke shoutcd to Fireman
Woods, inguiring as to whot light 1t wes,at the seme time
shutting off stecam. The firemon replied that he could
see the reflcction from on cengince fire box nhoad =2nd thot
1t must be extre 1238, ond Ensinemcon Speckins immedistely
applicdé the =21r brakes in cmergency, learcd out of the
window, scw the red marker on tae right side of the caboose,
and then the accident occured. Fngineman Specklns €s-
timated the specd of his trein to havchbeen betweon 25 and
27 miles an hour when he first saw the red cupola light,
zbout 30 ccr-lengths éigtenil, and about 15 miles an hour
2t the time of the eccident. Tac bright light in the
headlight of his cagire hed burned out after lecving Val-
mcyer ¢nd he wes usinz tac «im light when approaching
Wernock, and wiile he said he could only see about 16 or
20 car-lcecnzths yet he was of the opinion thet he conld more
recdaly and cleorly distinguisn 2 red light ahezd than would
have been the cage had the braight lizht of the headlight
been in usec. His troin cncountcred no fuscc, torpcdocs or
Tlagman just pricr to the accident, nor did he observe any
rcd lights displayed from thc rear end of the refrigerator
car. Engincmen Speckins further stotcd thot oceasional
mists were encountercéd in the vicinaity of Jarnoek and that
the rcd cupola lizht apnecrcd to cmerge from a mist; thaot
thc e1r brokes on his troin wcre in proper working ordcer
and responded properly to the cmergency application made

Just prior to the accident, and that.there was nothing
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ebout the cnginc to distract his atteation or any steam

- -—lenks to -obgcurc vision. The stotoemints of Fircman

Woolds ond Brakemon Swortz nreeticelly corroboratcd thosc

of Enginemcn Speckins. Fairenon Woods also stated tant

whilc stonding ox the steps of the tender, just beforc
Jumpins imncdiately prior teo thc zccidest, he saw what
rppoarcatly wes the red rneri.er lischt on the left sicde of the
caboosc of extro 1238, when 1t was rbhout 15 coar-lengths dis-
tont. The front cab virdov o his ardac of the c-girac

wes closcd whilc the sadec -rirdov wos cpen rd ac scid he

did not loolk out of the sics window whcn anproochinz Weraocek,
ot which timc he vas sittiws on hig sc~t box, ont he hrd
looked through the frort 1:rcow gloss, which wvas clcon.
Conductor Dri~nzs ond IMions 1nnr Loalie, ol cxtro 1553, werc
unovore of anything wror, w 21 ithe ~i1ir brokes werce ap-

plied i1n cuergeincy Jusl Dwrior to the accident,
Counclusions

This -~ccident wos couscd by the Teilure
cf Corductor Ec’elo, of extra 128, to 2fford propcr wrotcc~
tion to the rcar cnd of hag train.

The cvidcacce 1s Lo thoe effeet thot on
departirg from the prossing trock at Velmoeyer, Conductor
Eckels turrcd the blind on the cupola llbht 50 thot 1t dig-
pleyed red to the rceor, but that i1-steed ol renoving the
nerkers from the caboose oo otnc: horgarg red lizhts on
the recr cnd of the rcfrigeraitor ccr berny hku¢~d bihind
the caboose, as regquired, he merely turnsd the caboose
markers so ti~t tiey digpleyed red to the rcar, n thais
instarce Comnduetor Ickels uwos the only monber of the crew
stationed at the rcri ol cexore 1238, ¢l oi tic othcr mem-
bers being et the neod ¢ndé ol ta2 treim, vhy he did not
ploec red lizhts on ihe refriscrotor cor, or afford proper
flag protcetior tce 1he reer of his troan when 1t stopped at
Wornock, could ot bec rsgort-ired,

The tirclz 18 streoight cnd rrecticelly
level for scvorecl miles  oirnnchins, rnock from the south

cnd, although 1t —es -, t5. werther cendlolons ppparently
dic rot mater1ielly irterlrre vvath visiocr, a2l 1t 1g believed
that hod Zngincann Speclzi- s 0d Fircnan Wools of extra 1823
boer on the ¢lert, noinfcixmicg ¢ proper iocikout oapprooching
the point of accident, they Jould hove scer the caboosc
nerkers of oxtro 1235 1o tine te n-ve averted the recident.

-

Goerhem 1s o gunectron polct betrecon
the moan 1line end o lare cxtending into the conl ficlds,
and o foreman ond four car men formcerly were locatoed therc.
At the present ftinc, howevcr, there is only onc cnr man on
duty at that point, cnd ot vorious tiaes it 1s neeccssary for
him to go out on the road. Gorham i1s the terminal for
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onc fweirght train and onc pissenger train. Potis Spur,
the peint where AR.L. 1427z fairst becoame disabled, 1s
locoted at nile post 106,75, while there 1s o repaar

pcint at Gale, located epproximatcly 11 miles scuth of
Potts Spur. The records showed thet car A.R.L. 14272
became disabled at Potts Spur on June 9 ard on Junc 1) was
moved northward to Ggorham, & distonce of about 22 milcs.
It 13 the practice for the agent at Corhrm to list these
cars to the crew of the local and forwcrd them to Dupo,
78.17 miles north of Gorhow, for repairs when the onc car
mon 2t Gorham can not handle them. This wes done with
AR.L, 14272 and investigntion developed that this local
freaght train had handled 11 such bad-ordcr cars bhehind the
caboosc from Gorham to Tupe within the €0-day period prior
to the day on which this zccident occured. It 1s well
rccognized that oceosiornally 1t 1s nccessary to hondle a
bad-order cer behiimd e caboose 1n order to get 1t to the
nearcst available rcepair noint, but the hozdlang of such
cars for long distances, as o matter of common proctice,
should not be tolerated. In the imtercsis of safety

the officizls of this railroad should meke such changes

in their arrangements for the handlaing of repairs as

will eliminate the situatior cxisting et this point.

All of the employces 1rvoelved were
expecricnced men; at the time of the cecident the crew of
cxtra 1238 had been on duty less thar 14% hours, and the
crew of oxtrc 1533 less than 8 hours, prior to which these
cmployces had Leen o¢ff duty f-r periods ranginy from 12 to
24 hours.

Respectfully submittled,
W. P. BORLAID,

Dircector.



