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REPORT OF RFI7] DIRECTOR OF T W E BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
IITV^3nICATl0r OE AL ACCIUSN1? WHICH OCCURRED OrT 
TFE MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILirAB HEAR WARIHG, KAHS. , 
OF AUGUST 20, 1923 

November 6, 1928. 

To the Commission 

On August 20, 192S, there was a head-end. colli­
sion between a passenger train and a freight train on 
the J I IM SO O I ' I Pacific Railroad near faring, Kans , which 
resulted in the death of 3 employees and the injury of 
32 passengers, 3 employees tnd 1 trespasser. 
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Location and method of operation 

Tiiis accident occurred on the Iloisington District 
of tne Coloiado Division, extending between Foisington 
and Horace, Kans., a distance of 172.Ob miles, and is 
a single-track line over wnich trains are operated by 
time-table and train orders, no olock-signal system 
being in use. The accident occurred at a point 1,873 
feet west of the wast passing-track switch u.t Waring, 
approaching this point from the west the tr^ck is tangent 
for a. distance oi 3 b miles, followed by a l u 14' curve 
to the right 390 feet m length and then tangent track 
for a distance of 4,672 feet, the accident occurring on 
this latter tangent at a point 3,619 feet from its 
eastern end. Approaching from the east the track is 
tangent ior a distance of 3,900 feet, followed by a 2° 01' 
curve to bh: right 521 ieet m length tmd then tne tangent 
on which the accident occurred. The grade at the point 
of accident 13 0.33 per cent ascending for westbound 
trains. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident 
which occurrea at about 9.22 or 9.33 p.m. 

IFT "RoTATE COMMERCE COIIMISSIOH 
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He3or.jtion 

'Vostbouno. pa' senior traxr. lTo . 1 3 consisted of two 
baggage Cors, one coacn, one cnnir cai and one Pullman 
sleeping car, hauled by ermine 5 5 2 1 , and. .as in cnerge 
of Conductor DE vis and "T"jginrtijen Young. Tne first ear 
was of "-coden conatruomoL, tne fourth was of steel-
underframe constriction, and tne others ./oie ol all-
steel construction. At TToisington, 5 1 . 6 riles eest of 
V/aring, th 3 ci ew -. n charge receive a a copy of train 
oruer Ho 3 9 , Form 1 9 , nrovidxng tor a ./am at hicOr^cken 
until 9 . 2 7 p n and at aring until 9 3 7 p rn i or e a s t ­
bound extra 1 3 0 0 . Train To. 2 1 aenartod from Hoismgton 
ac 7 . 5 3 i.T.., eifjhu mnates late, left ] i b C i dCkcn, tho 
last open ofixce, a 1 2 inle^ east oi Varxna, at 9 . . 1 5 
p.m., according to tne train sheet, still ei 0nt minutes 
late, and instead of complying w x t i i the wait eider at 
'»/E?rin£ it continued boyond. tv ̂ t point ant collided 
with extra lhh 0 urmle ti.veling at a speed variously 
estimaccd ±z irom a to 1 5 miles per nour, 

"3c-st bound fr^i^ht t i a m extra 1 5 0 0 consisted of 
4 9 cars ana < caboose, hailed by online ^ 5 0 0 , ana w a s in 
charge of Conductor 3ox,/ell a.t1 Ii F menur Pcunh. T. is 
t r a m passed tltic.-., £ 9 , 9 miles .vest of m r i n m at C . - 1 0 
p.m., tihe crew 'id.7-.rg roceived at t u o t point a copy of 
train order Ho. 8 9 , lorci 1 9 , ncviously mentionea, 
stopped at Os/cod, 1 1 . 7 o rules from Var 1 nL , and was 
approc-CI_i n£- tiering '.h en ^ t CO .lidod witn t r a m To. 13 
while t r ^ e l m r at sneed esti isted to have been be­
tween id and 2 5 allies oer ho IT-

Tne impact drove train Ho. 1 3 haci-v/ard <"> distance 
of 1 3 8 feet <md de railed the ana m e tract and drivers 
oi erv-ino 5 5 ^ 4 . rdho first car in train 1 T J . 1 3 was tele­
scoped a distance of 5 0 leet oy the seco m car in tne 
train, both cars remaining m an unrignt position, none 
ox tne other equipment m this t r a m W J S derailed or 
damaged. "Engine 1 5 0 0 was partly derailed a^d con­
siderably damaged, tne fxrst einnt oars ±±, tnis train 
and tho forward truck of the mriti car ./pre derailed, 
tares OL the^n cars bemn^, demolish ad tnd T_„Q others 
damaged to some extent The employees Killed were the 
engxneman oi t r a m To. 1 3 , and both brafeonui of extra 
1 5 0 0 , woo //ere rxdxrg on engine 1 5 0 0 ez tno tine oi the 
aoci dent. 

http://'id.7-.rg


Summary of evidence 

Fireman Triplette, of train Wo. 13, stated, that 
all train orders received at Hoismgton were read by 
hin to the engineman, who also read them, and it v/as 
understood that tneir train was to wait at IlcCracken 
until 9.27 p.m. and at Waring until 9.37 p m for extra 
1500. He did not know the time at which his train 
leit eitner the station at IlcCracken or the coal chute, 
where a stop for coa] was made which required five or 
six minutes, but after taking coal he mentioned the 
wait at Janng to the engineman and received an af­
firmative reply. He said the engineman did not sound 
the station wnistle signal, the wait-order signal nor 
a road-crossing signal approaching faring, neitner was 
there a communication signal sounded from the train, 
and that on account of his being engaged in putting in 
a fire he did not know when his train passed bearing. 
His first knowleage of an approaching train was when 
he observed the headlignt of that train when his own 
train vvas about at tne west switch of the passing track 
and he immediately warned the engineman, who made an 
emergency application of the biaxes, Fireman Triplette 
estimated the speed of nis train at 10 to 15 miles per 
hour at tne time of the accident. He lurther stated 
that he did not know the time at which the accident 
occurred, although suortly afterwards the fireman of 
the freight train displayed his watch, which had stopped 
at 9.31 

Conductor Davis, of train No. 13 stated tnat he 
delivered to thj engmeman the orders received at 
Hoismgton but did not read them to hum nor were they 
discussed in any manner, he did, however, compare time 
with the engineman, and tncre was a difference of five 
seconds between their watches. In addition to train 
order Ho. 89, they hold another order to wait for a 
train at Bison anu as the train approached this point 
a wait-order whistle signal was sounded. Ho 3ueh signal 
was sounded while approaching IlcCracken, however, but 
the conductor said he made no attempt to stop the train 
as is required under such circumstances because he v/as 
confident that the station work and the taking of coal, 
as well as the tine naeded in reaching tho west switch 
at that point, would consume tne time as stated in the 
wait order. His train left KcCracken station at 9.25 
p.m , but did not depart from tne coal cnutc until about 
9.31 p.m., while h e eid not know tno time at which it 
passed the west switch. He said tnat no whistle signal 
of any kind v/as sounded as the train approached Waring 
and as he was busy with his reports, uepenting on the 
engineman to sound tho required signals, he paid little 
attention to the location of his train and his first 
warning of anything unusual was when the Drakes were ap-
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plied in emergency, he then gefc down on the steps of 
tne coach in which he was riding in order to ascertain 
tno location of his train, the collision occurring 
immediately aiterwards. He fixed the ti e of the ac­
cident at 9 35 p m , and estimated tho speed of his 
train to have "been about 5 miles per near when the ac­
cident occurred. Conductor Davis could not account for 
nis train having traveled fron LlcCrackm to faring, a 
distance ol 5,12 miles, between 9 21 and 9.35 p.m., as 
lie noticea no excessive speed, although ho said it 
might have been excessive without his having noticed 
it due to the fact that the rails had just been renewed 
between these points and ho was unable to near the 
train passing over the Joints. The statements of Brake-
man Hardesty, of train Wo 13, practically corroborated 
those of Conductor Davis, and he was positive his train 
aid not pass the west switch at MoCracken before 9.27 
p m , the time named in the wait order. 

Engmeman Peugh, of extrs 1500, stated that he 
compared tine with the conductor before departing trom 
Horace, there being a difference of 10 or 12 seconds. 
He read and understood tho contents of train order Fo. 
89, received at Utica, whicn lie thought was at about 
8.35 p m A stop was made at Osgood to take water, the 
train departing frorr that point at 9.12 p.m., and as it 
passed tho mile board west of Brownell, at 9.22 p m , 
he sounded the station whistle signal and looked back 
for a proceed signal but he said ho could not recall 
whether or not ho received such a signal. He did not 
again consult his watch until ha whistled for Waring, 
it was then 9.30 p m while he expected to arrive at the 
west switch at Waring by 9.32 p m. , ̂ hich wo lid give 
m m sufficient turn to provide protection in compliance 
with the rules He further stated that nis first 
knowledge that train No. 13 had passed tho i/tst switch 
was when his own t r a m entered the tangent on wnicn the 
accident occurred, and he immediately applied, the brakes 
in emergency Engineman Peugh estimated the speed to 
have been 18 or 20 miles per hour at the tine of the 
accident, which he tno aglet occurred at about 9 31 p m 

Fireman Hall, of extra 1500, stated that train 
order No. 89 was handed to the nead brakeman by the 
operator at Utica and tnat the brakeman, as well as him­
self, road the or d m to the enginoman and all understood 
that t r a m No. lo was to wait at Waring until 9.37 p.m. 
He noted tne tine as 9 12 p m. whun nis t r a m departed 
from Osgood and at about the same time the anginoman 
made a reiiarK aoout meeting t r a m No. 13 at Waring He 
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t i j u m t x i s t r a i n s g . d Joro n - . l l m\ i m . l p . m . , m _ a s 
1 L. I . G O a j p r o r ( j / i ^ V a n n o i „ . n l g c m c m ^ r e f l - c t j o n o f 
t_L . i r n J ^ o . t o~ t r m n " T o . l o cn t en I d n o t a v t o n i i r e 
l t o _ x m t l e e ? L i o n a l t o o u g n n . ten.1 m h t o m t n o i i i n 
t n o v i o m i t ; L i V e O i m k n . F x r o n n n . . m l J ( . i d '»c 
r ^ i l i v f i V n t i j i r o t , c t i o n L r

 1 Lu J O n c m i f . i y a r . c 
a o tn^- b i L ^ n j - i m L n m u r r p l o y . t h e 1

 i i o . T i b e c a m e 
o ^ u f o d i r p ^ o c u r m p ; a f u & c j f n d d i L_ no t E g a i n u o t ^ c c 
t n o p O f i m j tiViJ u n t i l i n . m r m am n : i / j t ^ & 1 / t r a ­
i n , , z f u r c l y n i t , r ' , i u c i I d r a . a i , I f l l j n ; , d f r o m t h e 
m & m o , m - C i vSs tn<. r± a u v i n , c t a s ^ e e u OL JDO i t 20 
m i l a s j o r h o u r . L"t c h l s o m p m r e d m o m t L :! m o r o n ' s 
str-tonj ' i t s L ' I L t n s < a t e i u a i i i n r i . d f i r s a r m n l t o l 
f a l l i n g t t t i u t i n J n o j o c i p o d o i l t ^ c m g i n j , o a u a ± r , b 

i t t o s t o p <m 9 . 2 1 p . m . 

C m a i c b o r I c e r o l l , o i e x t r a 1 3 ' 0 , s t a t e d t h a t c s 
h i s t r ^ u u ay p m s : n r u t i c n , m 0 . 0 8 p . m , t n o p e r a t o r 
h a n d e d r u D i n c o p y o i t u . t r a m o r t o r n , o n o i \H i o n w a s 
o r d ^ r "To 8 9 . ~ u e c i n a o t o r r e m a i d ana r s t i o n t n e 
a r d o r s and a . s a i d f n o i l a a m m ? l m r a n d H i e o r d e r s a n d 
t / n t i t w m d e c i d e d t o o r o e e a c t o ' / m m o f o r t r a m T T o 
I S . A o + o p \ , a a Q v a c Or f o o d a t 9 0 8 p . j , - tia r t 
t n < m c o m t t i i i l j y j a i v m i n s t r u c t ' u t o p r o c e e d t o t n e 
h e m ana o f *,_:<- t r a m t v m s m t m p r o v u h n p ; p r o t e c t i o n 
a t in r a n ? , n L 1 D m n e , u c o s e i v , t u s n o t i o n l n u i n t i . 

t a k e n m v i e o <I + n i m t t h - x t t o . a n d b r t o m m m va e a 
g t u d e n t . m e t n m a m - m t ^ d m o m O n m o l m 9 I S p . n , 
a i e w o o n i t / r m j ( l V t . c s t t c i t Br n n o i l he n o t e d 
t . i r - t i m e t o h _ . o 4 p in m a i . s ^ ' 1 i t r m n i ci m t e n -
t m n t o t m t n f i l l t i n e s n o a n e n o r a n 1 T fn 0 9 , o r r s 
macm o i m a a r ^ L a , i o u h n j r t r m n T o . I S a t V a r -
] n a , r l t h c ^ i i , . e ... m m I n t t o . r a l a s i ^ p n r c l h i s 
t r < ^ m t o c l e m t n J a a p m a r t n i n b l o s I i J VO m i n u t e s , 
u n l m s o t n . r m a m ( \ m v i d i ; ( l , ' • • II-L IC t w, t m n / m d e s c e n d ­
i n g o h o r r e a e w m C o f J r m f ; a e f l s m v o d t i a m T o . I S 
a p p r o a c h i n g <.ad w n ^ n t n . . i r i ' j i % o f n i s o m t r i n ,R S 
p e e s m p , t h n m ^ o o m d n i n o m e o i t i n t t o u n p o s i n ^ 
t r a i n v , s n e t m r m t _ t o a s t o - a n d t h m c c o l l i s i o n u r s 
liiVxt O I J . " e s^ i d t n e b r a n \ e r i 1 a p p l i e d m ^ n o r g e n c y 
m i " 3 H p i i o i t o C i J C u l l m a n m c . o i n n t m T o a p e e d r t 

t x i c t i m e o ' t h e a e c i a e n t m 2 0 o i 2 > m i l , 3 j , r h o u r . 
G o n a i c t o r - B o z c w c l l i? i r t h m s t ; t a t n ; t t i imp- c t c a s e d 
n m t u a t u r o \ r n m e m t . i ,> c a p o l ; 0 1 c h o o s e h u t t h a t 

s s o o n s 1 ^ r m o v r e d m m s ^ l f m o l c o a f l i ^ i t ed 
f u o J o n t . n m r 0 ? t h c t b j o s e m a s t m t e d l o r w r r d , 
0 1 b „ f t ^ r TJ e. m ^ t p o L lb i u r o r r / o c L r - l o n g t n s 
f r o m t h . c h o o s e ^ ^ r m m l o o x m h i s v m C x i end n o t e d 
i t „ r s t i i o n 9 . 3 2 . 2 0 p . m . m a e o n a > 0 _tm enma t o o 
i . e n d j n d o f t . o t r - m n o e e v I i l v o ; , ch 0 1 F i r . m a r F a l l 
a n d n o t i c e d t i t i t h . d i t o p p d - t J . S I ,J m , w m e n m 
h i s o p i n i o n v

r m t n . t m r c t \\ < a 1 t m t c u i d e n t o c c m r e d 
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Conductor 3oxwelI admitted that he did not exoect to be 
into clct-i at u«rar_ng ac required by the rules, but 
figured tuit n s trsnn would reach that point in ample 
time to provide protection. 

Operator J n e a t , on duty at LeOraeioen at the time 
oi the accident, stated that as nearly as be could remem­
ber train h o . 13 arrived at t h e station at 9 19 p.m. and 
departed fro I tne coal chute at 9.25 p.m., the latter 
time D o i n g reported to tne aispatchor as tne departing 
time, he held no conversation with any member o f the 
crev. wuile t ne train was at nis s cation, and had no 
knowledge t a r t t n e y held a wait order at that point. 

Operator 3±eber, on duty at Hoisiigton, stated 
that his au tj.es required m m t o xeep a record cf any 
interruption,, to th t telepnon 1 and telograoh wires, and* 
that at S. 3J p.m. the telegraph ''J. re between St. Louis 
and Denver was distort)ad wnile te e telopnone circuit 
with the dis>ateher also failed at tie same time. He 
immediately u ' d e a n attempt t o locate t ne trouble and 
while d o s o , or at about 9.33 p.m., the dispatcher 
complained OL wire trouble, a t 9.3b p.m. Operator Sieber 
lucated the wir* tiouole as uang between reCracken and 
Brownell. 

Dispatcher ^oam, who wan uaniling train o iders on 
the Hoismgton District at tne t i n e o f tin accident, 
stated t n a t all cruers arc transmitted bj telegraph and 
tutrofore ho would nave no knowledge o f the failure of 
the telephone circuit unless so informed by the dis­
patcher handling oruors on the Horace District. He 
noticed en interruption o f the tele 0rapn line at 9.33 
p.m , w m l e the dispatcher o f the- Horace District later 
informed rum that tne telephone lino failed at 9:34 p.m. 
He said that .ic received a cljarance o f train Ho 13 from 
tne operator at HoOracken at 9.2b or 9.27 p.m. and that 
he m l not question t h o operator regarding the wait order, 
as he t no j g n t tne train nad dt parted from the station 
ab that time and not from the coal chute. rasps tcher 
Beam was familiar witn the requirements o i tin rules 
tnat wjien a Form 19 order restricting the rignts o f a 
superior train is issued it must, vnen practicable, in­
clude tne operator at tin meetaii or waiting point, 
except in automatic or manual block territory, but lie 
said that he aid not transmit order ±]o. 89 to the operator 
ac IlcCracken as ho v/as of the opinion tint when more than 
one wait i s mentioned m an order i t is not necessary 
t o put out a middle order, altncu^h he knew o f no rule 
to this effect. It was nis oiactice, however, to use 
the middle order a t points where tnoie i/as continuous 
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service, and as tlmre wan no telegraph office at War­
ing it was impi ssibla for m m to n^ve placed a middle 
order «t tnat point. 3-en.eral Superintendent Kirk said 
that w j i x several waits are name a in an ordn?, a copy 
of tlh orcor s h o o l ^ bo address m 1 to all the waiting 
points tnre there aie open offices. 

I h o p m c m r livrer stated that t r a m orders govern­
ing noverhuts between ifoiaco and "°aeblo, winch consti­
tutes the Horace District, are transmitter by telephone 
and that be first became aware of wire trouble by hear­
ing a do iturbmce m his head set m tnat time ho 
i/as calculating a train movers m t which he completed be­
fore noting the t m e ana it w m tn^n 9.33.20 p m , which 
he estimated as having been 20 or do seconds after he 
hoard tno umturbanac. This time was noted from nis watch 
w h i c n ned not b o m campm-ed an ring tnat dc y but ho felt 
confident it m s not mora t h e n 20 Seconds fast. 

Operator Dillon, on dutv dt pueblo, stated that he 
is scnoaulei to work by telegraph with the gmeial manager 
at St. Louis at 9.30 p.m. The operator at that point 
began calling L t t n m tmic b it was not answered, until 
9.33 p m., t m operator then atarted sanding a message 
but had not completed it whoa tno cucuit was broken, 
and Operator Lillen 3aid this oecumed between 9.33 and 
9 34 p.m. Op rator Dou. las, on duty tt St. Louis, corrob­
orated the statements oi Operator Dillon. 

Linemn b m o stated thit l±e arrived at the scene 
of accidont at about l a m , doling t h e ni m t oi its oc­
currence and fc and that ^ tclcf rap., pole Lad Dean Droken 
off by the ^oreckagc and the n r m vhich et k m 1 supported 
were not b r o m n but rested against t st ;cl b^rra oi one 
of the cars resulting in them oemg grounded. 

Express ^.gent Gnoagrass stated thet a i t m the bodies 
or the employees k i l l e d m the accident w e r e removed from 
the wreckage tney .'/ere taken to NcCmckon ana at that 
point tno watches of tne b r m enen weie r=movtd from t h e i r 
cloihim, Tno crystal on one of t<mi was broken end the 
watch n m stopped at 9,3d, rfnilo ti^ other watch wis still 
running. The statements of Telephone m n t c i n c r Allen 
and Und^rtakm Regan, wno also saw these i atones, sub­
stantia t m tnob« oi A ^ e n t Snodmess. A g e n t Kukle stated 
tnat h o w m ore's en t when the watch oi Engineman Young 
was removed from k m clothing by another enginemn and 
he noticed it was ruining. A c o m p m m c n w m then made 
between the- watch of iraneman Young rnd that oi tne 
other engineman which snowed a aifferonje m time of five 
see ends. 
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Cone lusi ons 

^ ' . l s accident was ca 'Jised by failure "to obey a wait 
order, ici w ion Engineman Young and Conductor Davis, 
h e m s m charge o f tram No. 13 v.ere responsible. A 
contributing cause was the failure o f the crew o f extra 
1500 properly t o protect their t i a m wnen running o n 
snort time against train Bo. 13. 

A c c o r d i n g bo t h e statements o f Firenan Triplette, 
ne called u i b m e T d n Young's attention to the wait order 
at the tx'ic then train deparbea f rc m IlcCracken and he 
said t h e ongmem « n indicated that ne understood Tne 
engmeman, nowever, failed to aonid t h o station whistle 
signal, tne ffait-order s^nal, a n d the road-crossing 
signal as tho t r a m approached waring, and tne first 
knowledge F x reman Triplette had that his t r a m was fail­
ing to comply witn the .vait order was when n i-turned 
to n i s seat DOX after shoveling cosl, at which time his 
train was in the vicinity of Hhe w°st switch at V/aring. 
At tre same time he observed tne ncadlight of the op­
posing train and called the engineman's attention to the 
fact, 1,>~j engine-nan immediately applied the brakes in 
emergency. N o reason can be assigned for the lailuro of 
Engineman Young to obey t n e wait order. Fireman Triplette, 
however, was familiar with t n o consents ol the order and 
was in position to know what was transpiring, had he iiade 
it his business t o know when n i s t r a m was approaching 
Waring ha could nave called the w a i t o r d o i to tne engine-
man's attention and prooably would thus nave prevented 
the acoidant. 

Conductor Davis said he w a s depending o n the engine-
man to s o m d t h e required signals a^d therefore paid no 
attention t o the location o f Jim t r a m after departing 
from LlcCracken until tho braxes were applied in emergency 
just prior to t h e aecidert. Tlad n e been on the alert 
and personally attmaed to tne fulfilment o f ^rder No. 
89, undoubtedly he could have brougnt Ins train to a 
stop when it w a s ascertained t h a t t ie engineman was 
failing to do so. 

Extra 1500 departed from Osgood not later than 9.13 
p.m., and as t h e r e w a s only 19 minutes in w-ich to reach 
V a n rig, a time-table distance o f 11.76 miles, and clear 
tne time o f brain N o . 1 3 b y f i v e nmnutes, it would have 
been necessary t o operate somewhat m excess o l tne 
maximum s p e e d of 35 miles per hour permitted for freight 
trams. Conductor 3 c x w t . l l , nowever, stated that it uas 
not until 9.24 p.m. tnat his train passed tne east switch 
at 3rownell and ne admitted that the train could not 
then reach .taring and b e into clear b y 9.32 p.m , but he 
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said ho expected to use as much of tne ti le up to the 
time named in the wait order, 9.3? p n, , as night "be 
necessary. Engineman ?cun\h, on tne otner mncL, said that 
when ne sounucd the station whistle signal rt the mile 
board ve-st ~*f ^arue^ it was 9.30 p m e na that ne ex­
pected to reach the west switch by 9.o2 p n , .eiiCh would 
,=rivc him sufficient tine to provide flag protection. 
The cost evidence indicated, noucv^r, that the accident 
occurred at 9,32 or 9.33 p.m., or at ^ tin„ uhen extra 
1500 shoald lavo been ±nto clear oi else b e nrotected 
by flag. 

V m n t r a m omer Ho. 89 was issued b/• Dispatcner 
Beam, he failed to issue a copy x e tne o p e r a t o r ct Ilc­
Cracken as required by the rules. He u.dr^tted that had 
tne order been placed witn the operator it would have 
provided additional protection for the trams involved 
On account oi the fact that there is no telepraph office1 

at Waring it was impossible to have placed the order at 
that point. 

Fireman Triplette entered the service as fireman 
on July 24, 1928, ^ id Br nice maw Cotton entered tho service 
on July 22, 19 28, the oth =? employees involved were ex­
perienced men ind at tho time of the acciiisnt none of 
them had been on duty in vioh U o n of any ox tne pro­
visions of the hours of service lav/. 

Respectfully submitted, 

V/. ?. PCRLAT'H), 

Director. 


