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IN BB INVESTIGATION OF AQCIDENE SEICH OCCURRED ON THR
MISSOUST PACIFLC RAILUAY Eg&ﬁ iﬁizgmg,
ST 4 "

Cn Ssptamber 24, 1015, there was & bead-end oollision
bobwesn a pagaenger drain and a freight train on the Eissourl
Pacific Rellwey near Plattzmputh, Hobe., remalting in the desth
of 3 eaployess and the injury of 7 pazsengzers and 4 perszons
sarrled under convract. After lsvestigation of 3his aceldent,
the Chief of the Divialon of Safety sulmits the followlag repords

The Qmaba district of the Missaurl Paciflo Ballwmy,
upen which this acoident ccocurrsd, exhends Iyom Omaha to Falls
ity Yard, Nebs, a distance of 53,85 nfles. The Mlascurl Paecific
Rallway uses the doukle traoks of the Union Prolfie Rallraed from
South Omaha to Gilmore Juncticn, a distanes of about 8 miles and
15 ovn single Sruok line from Gllmore Junction south, The polnt
whors this ageldent coocurred is5 on the single traok lines Trains
are oper~ted by traim orders and dimo-table yights, and a perw
missive mangal bBloek sigmal eystem 18 in eperstion, When traine,
sither ¥y time~talbls or train order, ars to mest or pess at so
intermodiate aiding, a blook sigmal eautiom gerd 1o hapaed to
erol traln. The rules re uirs thad when & train has arrived at
an internediate slding %o ba wet or passed by a superior irsin.
as soon &8 1 la elear of The main live the aonductor must notify
the bDloak ststion at sach end of the LWoak dy telaphone that bis
train 15 olesr of the main line and the blook iu tn&i epnsiderad
olenr as far as the irain s the iatermediate aiding s conoernsd,
and 1t is not nesessary to i:sue dloek signsl daution cards to
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either rollowing or opposing traina %o permit tlhem %o enter the
block ceation.

This investigetion developed $hed on the date of the
asoldent, freight train Ho. 180 arrived ot Le Plaite, an inter~
madiste gtation, adout five hours late én {ta time.sord rights
against vrain Fo. 104, and when the main treek waz alear reporbted
that fact to the oper-tor at the blogk offices ad Gilwore Jusee
tion on the west, and Plattsmouth en tvbe east, thus clesping the
bloek between these atoitions,

Znzthound passenger train Ho. 104, en route from Omaha,
Nebey S0 Kansas City, ¥os, consisted of locomptive 5ED4, 1 bag-
gage our, 1 combinwtion mail ¢ar and ccael, 1 eoach, 1 cafy and
chelr cer, and 1 Pullmen sleeping oar, in the order named, and
wos in ehergo ¢f Copductor Bulse and Enmginsman Shorlceks The
bogroze osr and oombinstion ear were Of woodem eonstrustion,
with antl-teleseoping emds, while the ecouch, oafs and chalr car,
2nd sleeper hed pstedl underiremes, This train left Omaka &%

2100 a.ue, on %ime, aftor havipg reveived a ccpy of trsin erder
Ho, 22, which read 29 followes

TRoe 104, Engs 504 moet 183 Engs 1274 at
La Platie."

Aty Cllmore Junotion, the last telegrapk statlon before ths point
of gollialon, tha orew 1ln charge received a olearence dard, ine
forming them that Sthey would meet Sralm Nes 1853 ab La Platte as
dirested by train order No, 2% Traln Noe 104 Qepsrted from
Bilmors Jupctlon at 8128 a.n., three pimutes lates On azrrivel
at La Platte, 8 miles east of Gllmore Jumctélon, they found train
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Ho. 185 on the slding. Although the orew notliced thst the engline
hauling thie train =ss Wo. 1875 instead of No. 1274, they assurmed
that an error had heen magde in the sngine sumber in traln oydar
Ha, 22, and that the Srain on the siding was $raly No. 103, Train
Ro. 104 844 not stop 2% Le Platse, Wt proeveded on 1ts way cast~
ward and at 8545 a.m., oollided with westbound froight trsin No.
133 at a point about 2,4 miles east of La Platte, while traveling
at & spesd sstimated to have tosn about 30 miles sn hour,

Wostbound Trelght tralin No. 133, dsonelsting of loadw
wotive 1374, 3% loaded cars and s cabaoms, wss in cherge of Cone
dustor Webster and Engineman Resds Tt left Falle COlty, Neb., en
route b6 Omaha, at 4100 a.me, 40 ninbtes lute, At Furray, 86.8
miles west of Falls Clty, the arew in oharge reeeived a aopy of
train ordoy No. 22, -muoted asboves Trein Noe 183 depsrtsd from
Urray at 8120 a.m,., rassed Plattsumouth, tha lasd open talsgraph
sbation hefors the nolnt of collision, 7.8 miles west of Mmrray,
at 838 adte, 45 ninut 8 late md 4 5148 aum., collided with
tralp Bo. 104, about 2,2 miles -wpt of Platdsmouth, while r»unning
at & speed of nbout 12 miles an hours

Loaving La Flatte statlon, enatbound, the main track
of the #iszsourd Paelfic Rail sy is paralieled by a maln track of
the Chigago, Burlington & Zuiney Railroad Company, Abgut, 3,800
Teet south of La Platts, thess trecks eross the Platte Rlver and,
beginning at a polnt abous 00 feet frem the morth aldes of the
river, the Sreake of doth comrenlaz are stysighb for over ons mlle,
at whiod point the Mivsouri Paeiflc Eallvmy orosses the Chisngo,

Burlington & Ouiney Railrowd. There 1z an Interlocking tower



o

logeated st this oroseing kmown as Ureoncliz Tower. The Hissouri
Paeiflo tragk comtinues straight for G000 fest south of this tewer,
at witoh point there L6 g ledegree 19-minubts curve to the lefd
sbout 2,900 feet in lengthe The aollision ooourred aboui the
middle of thisz ourve, On accotnt of a thiok growth of SHrees on
the inside of thiz curve, the vision of the snginemsa of traln

Hoe 104 wam limited to mbout 425 feet, The grade at this poind

1a abeut 1 per dent ascending for oasthound trainus.

Approaohing from the south ant beginnlng ot a point
about 1-1/2 miles north of Plattmmouth station, the track ia
straight for -bout 1,200 rset, Tollewed By & Z-degree gurva to
the left for aboud 1,205 raet; there 1z then atout 800 feet of
streight track, whioh in turn 1a followed by the l-iogres 16
mimete curve ou which this svoldent ogourred, The yview of the
engineman of trailn FHo. 153 wae good up %o the polnt whore 18 wes
obutruoted by she grove of trees on the sast slde of <he bLrack,

Ho could slso see the LSrack novth of the Chiocugo, Burliagtom &
Suiney orcssing from a distanes of 1-1/% miles Yy looking asross
the country. At the time of the acoldent the weather was aloudy.

As a result of the ecllision, englne 38504, of train
Hoe 104; wap vory brdly damized, the dasgage €T was comulately
demolished nnd the frond end of the combination cax slizhtly dniie
azoed. The other esrs ia this traiz were not materially demaged
Englne 1294 and the first fouy oars of train No. 185 ~erma Jderatled
and badly demaged; the aevt four carz wers pot deredled; the
Poliowing thres, however, were derailed snd demaged; the remaining
parsz of the iraln repained on the Urasks
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Goaduncter Vebster, of Lrain Mo, 183, etated that he
reaelved ¢ copy of trzin order Xo. 20 afh Murray, ovening La Platte
s the moebing polnt —with trein Yo, 104, 48 Plattsmoutk he roe
colvd 2 slecranes oayd and Block rignal smublon oard, notifying
him that train Mos. 155 was in dhe bHloek end slaso tket his tzain
was 0 meet trainm Wo, 104 at La Platte azs dirsoted dy train order
¥o. 22 Ho 3tated thet aftor leaving Plettapough he wos riding
in 2he supals of the guboose and thet he sow the smoke of train
Ro. 104 when that train iy ahout at the Burlington Eailrond oT0o9e-
Ing, Wut at that sime fbouzbt 1t wan g Burlington train. BHeo
atzted that wheu he again sow train Woe 104, 4% woe 8 or 7 tele-
genph polas nways Bo thouzht 1% »onld stop znd watched 1% until
the tralng wers almest togathers Fo aleo stsfad that he wes
watohing the ndr zouge In the onhoone whleld fndleated 4hat his
epglinaman had mode an emersensy arplieation af the aler Urakas,
and thes thers #52 nothins b aoull have 4ono %o preavent the
¢olliiplon. Ho astimated She speasi 2f his Srain at the tims of
the eellision to Be 10 =il :»a ~n Lour,

Tagineman Feed AF H-rnin Wo. 15% stated that he gaw the
smoke of Ltraln oo 104 ju~® -#4ar it had arosaed She Platte River
bridze. He thoughd 4% »: 2 Srain on the Burlington Railrosd,
and 414 not Enow 212%-rently until 1% apresred around thas gurve
from hehind she grove of tr~ss, H+» then a - plied the hrakes in
amorgeney, opened the s:mders and jumped from his engins juct
usfore the solllzdon acourred. He stated that the apzine on traln
Hoe 104 wez working stesn at the bime of the collisien,

Fireman Fyatt, of tisin No, 183, etated that approach-
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iny the nreene of the aopidont he wase piding on his seat hox and
on agoount of belng on the inside of thes ouvve, a1d Dot zes brain
Ho. 104 ab alls He atated that Engineman Reed made an spmergency
application of the aly brakes and yelled t0 him to Junp, vhieh ke
d1a without woiting %o sec whet wee Bappening, Re estinmuted the
aspeed to he abomb 12 ar 14 niles an bour,

Brakeman Thomas, of traln Nos 183, etoted thiat he wae
riding in the oupole of the gaboose, with the sonduotor, and Doe
tlosd train Nos 104 when 1% was about at Greopelis Towsy, atb
which tipe the osuductor said 4o him, "Thers zmmst be a Burliagton
train,” Shortly aftermard de gaid 1t was on the Missouri Paetilia
trackss He watohed the tralns as they aume togother and stated
that thoe cazizse of traia Ho. 104 was workiug stesm a3 the time of
the oollisicon.

Gonductor Eulse, of ftrain No. 104, stBated thnbt upon
leaving Omaha, he received a copy of trein ordexr No. 22 dlrecting
his train to meet train Ho. 153, sngisne 1874, at La Platte, A%
Oilmore Junetion he recelved a olearanne envd apd block sigpal
saution sard, oonfirming train order No. 2%, He sbated that ap-
proaching La Flutte the brakeman signalled the engineman by the
slgnal cord se recuired dy the yules, to call the eéngineman®s ats
tention to the mgeting point and that the enginemen answersd Shis
signal, He stated that at La Flatte he notleed a train standing
on the aiding with engine 1293, and supposed that 15 was Srain No.
163« He thougbh? thet en error had Bbeen meds in She tradn order

regarding the engine mumber. A2 La Platte 12 a flag staticn and
a3 no one wanted %o ged om or off, he twalm 414 not stop. He
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stated Shat he was rliipz in the fromt end of the epach at the
time and was watahing ahond, snd that he saw bis firemen nod Yo
the condustor of train Mo. 158, snd then wawe hix hand 4o hisg
when the oousb in whiask he wee riding pacesd the ashogse of the
train on the siding, he yelled to the sonduoter of the rreighh
train 2nd held wp three fingers, intending to indieate #1EI* and
he underatuod the csondustor's reply ta be in the srfirnativo,
Condgetor Mulae further stobed 4hat shoydly afgervurds, Brakemny
Hatfield of hia traln camae %o him and told Wim that the engine
mumber of the traln on the oiding 424 not sorrespond with thed

in the trnin ordor, but Shat by too uaderstood from the Freight
oondgoterts signe thet the traln at La PFlatte wes Spaln No. 153,
Qondunotor Hulae alan stased 4Yhat he ofben reowived 4rain orders
with the wpong engine mumber, bt thet as & general rule, they
sya gorrected by another traia order, althouszh in some gmzes this
is imposedble. He sould not nome a aingle lnotance, hivwsyer, whea
the wrong number on a 4rain ordor ho. uot Been correcteds Con-
dnotor Bulse sboted that =zt the time therd wus nd question iz his
mind Wt that sthe traip om ihe 2iding wes Syalm Mo, 183, as he aia
not remexber ever having med irain Ho. 155 at La Mlatte, Ho far-
ther stated that thers waos me application of the aly brakes priox
to the colliston amd thet he did not think the engineman of bisz
troln zaw train Ho, 155.

Flegean Batficl ], of train No. 104, stated that ape
proaching La Platte, he was riding in the par end of the chalr cux,
apd that he geve the enginemor a signal, repinding him of the
meeting point with Srain Ho. 182, as reguived By the rule and theh
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the snglneman answered his signal by sounding the whistle. He
Ebated that he moticed that the spgine of the tyvaln on the siding
et La Platte was Hos 1273 instend of 1874, the mumber asmed in

the train order, asnd sterted forwaid to the gosoh t0 tell the cone
duotor that it was the wrong uuabars When he peesed the cabodae )
of the ather txain, Be w23 down on the steps of the obalr gor aud
the conduotor of the freisht trein wne standlog on the vaboose ateps;
he onlled out "1B5® to hin, snd the conductor threw hisz bhands ap
in the air es if corfused, Flagman Heffield stating that he ook
this gesturs 28 en affirmative replys. Be then woent %o Conduahor
Bulse in the &sy coaoh and lald the Srain order down om the sesd
in front of him, telling hiwm bhat 4t was the wrong engine numbey,
He stated that the conductor replied thet he heerd sonshody there
gay something %¢ the sngdnemsn ag he zent by and that he guessed
1t wme all right., He further skotsd thet he made no sfford $o stop
the troine-that he was working under the cenductorta direzotiom amd
that he dld oo% conpfder 1t altogother Bia duty to stop the train
aftor notifying him aboud the engine numbers Flagman Antfield
shoted Bhet his trein was runping about 30 miles ea hour or & 1it-
tle fastor at the tine of the oollisfon, and that the sir brakes
were azplied just before the collisien osourred.

Chicago, Burlington & Guiney Towsrwan Hazs, at Oreg=
203ie {nterlocker, stated 3hal signals for the erossing hed been
set ot olsar for train No. 104 ahout two mimabes, when he avtiewd
tialin Ho. 193 agproachblng about ons-fourth mile esot of northbound
distant algnal and be ran for the levers, ilntending to ohange the
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}now-up to allew train Ho. 150 to0 proceed, when he dlsoover Ho.
104 goling under the home »ignali he started t0 Shrew the signal
azainst Nos 104, ut realiced that the angine wee foo far beyond
tha signael to spadble She enginemsn 30 see Lbs He stated that he
then ran out on the steps and gave stop signals with hle handg with
the sxipootation thad some of the tralomen op train Noe 104 womld
votiage him and arply the alr bBrakes:. He zaw ths sollision and sse
Simatied the apeud of traln Mo, 104 at 30 nmiles aum hour and the
speed of train Hos 183 2% about 10 milea an housy

Thiz aceldent wns goussd hy the failure of the arew of
train ¥o. 194 %o abay an oxdesr fixing the weeting polint with thelr
train and treln Hoe 182 at La Plutte,

For the myrpose af 1zentifying treins with sertninty,
ths enmgine punhers of trains are jesignatsd in traln evders by
this ratlroad dnd there gan ho Ao oxouse Loy sueh derelietion of
Juty by the evew of train No. 104, ss {5 evidensed 1n this enge,.

The employesrs 1in ebrr-s 27 tvaln Na. 104 wors come
petent men of long exparienco. Condicsor Hulss enbtared the serviae
in the year 1068 ar a concuozcy nd “nginemsn Sherlock snboved the
service as 20 ogloaman in the vonpy 1688, At the time of the nacw
cident they had Been on Jubty only 49 minutese



