
Xav« 
October £3« 1915* 

Hi I B IBV^TIGATIOS OF ACCUXBMT WHICH GCCtfRKED OK TEE 
M I S S O O B I pAomc B A I L V / A T R Z A B i ^ O T a a w r a v w m ( 

S W W 34, 1915* 
On September S4t 1910* there was a baad»ead collision 

between a passeager train and a freight train ea tho Mis&ourl 
Pacific Bellamy aear Piatt mouth t Heb#» resaltiag ia tho death 
of 3 eaployses aad the Injury of 7 passsagore aad 4 persons 
carried under contract • After iavestigatioa of thia accident, 
the Chief of tho Division of safety aaaaioe the following reports 

The Omaha district of the Missouri Faoifio Holiday, 
upoa whioh this aecideat occurred, sjfteads from Omaha to falls 
City "Sard, Heb«, a Aiataaoe of 93*39 alios* The Hia sour 1 Pacific 
Railway uaes the double tracks of tho Stolon Pacific Railroad from 
South Omaha to Qllmore Junction, a distaaoe of about g miles aad 
its single track line from Ollxaoro Junction south* The poiat 
uaer* this acoiceat occurred ia cn the eiaglo traok lias* Tralaa 
are ©per?tea by train orders md tino~taule rights* sad a per­
missive aaaaal block signal srs-tea is ia ooevatloa* iSfcen trains, 
either by tixse~tahl« or train ord^r, are to aoot or pass at aa 
iateraediato sidlag* a block ̂ Igaal oaatloa oard is issued to 
each traia* The roles r©< uira that whoa a traia has arrived at 
aa intermediate sldiag to net or passed toy a superior traia. 
as soon as It is clear of %h® aula Mas the ooadttctor anet notify 
the slock statioa at each ©ad of tee block ay telecaoae that his 
traia la clear of the aala lias aad tho blook i« thea ooaaldored 
clear as far as tne train at the iatox-mediate eldiag is eoaoeraed, 
and it is aot accessary to i iau@ block ̂ Igaal oautioa sards to 



©Ither follô dag or opposing trains to pexsit the® to eater the 
block section* 

Tbiss investigation developed that em the date of the 
accident* freight train So* 188 arrived ©t £>a Platte, an later** 
mediate station, about five Isours late aa its ti»e*eerd rights 
against traia !Jo« 104, aad whoa the mala track was clear reported 
that faot to the operator at the alack offices at Gilaore Juae-
tioa oa the weat* aad Platta&cuta oa the east* thus clearing the 
block between theae stations* 

En̂ tbound passenger traia Sf©« 104t oa route froa Gaaha* 
N«b*, to Kansas Glty» W&§T consisted of loeoaotlve 5804, I "bag­
gage car, i oombi nation &ail oar aad eoaeh* 1 eoaoh» 1 eaf$ aad 
chair ĉ r, aad 1 Pullaaaa sleeping oar* ia the order named, and 
TOS ia charge of Conductor Jfulee aad Sa^iaeaaa Sherlock* Tho 
b&ggc&e oar aad combination oar were of wooden ©oa*>kruetion, 
with aati-teleaeopias ends, -#hilQ the eoaeh, oafe aad chair oar, 
aad sleeper ha£ steel uaderframea# Thia train left Omaha at 
Bi 00 a*a* , on tlj&e, after h&viag received a copy of train order 
Ho* S?» whioh read aa follows 

*Tfo. 104* lag* ;':S04 asset 1S8 Sag* 1S74 at La Platte.* 
At, Gilaor© Junction, the loot telegraph station before tho poiat 
of collision, the crew in charge received a clearance oard* ia* 
foiling taea that they sould meet train Wo*. 153 at t& Platte as 
directed by train order So. 2£» Jraia 17o« 104 departed fro© 
Bilj&ore Jaactloa at 6s sa a»cu, three alaates late* da arrival 
at La Platte, 9 miles east of dilaore Junction, they fauna traia. 



—3* 

Sfo* 185 on the aiding* Although tbe eresr noticed that tho enaine 
hauling this train -was 1873 instead Of So* l£74 T they assumed 
that an error had been K M @ in the soglho number 1B train order 
J£e« and that the train on too aiding waa train So* 1S3* Trala 
fTo* 104 aid not atop at La Platte, but proceeded oa Its way east­
ward and at a* 43 a«m* , ooilidod with westbound freight trsifi Mo« 
1S3 s»t a point about 0 * 4 tail eg east of La Platte* ̂ hile traveling 
at a speed estimated to hare been shout 30 ailea «tt hour# 

Westbound freight train So* 153, consisting of loec* 
Bofclve 1274* 3S leaded oars and a caboose, mo ia charge of 0on* 
duotor Webster and Sn^tnman Bead* It left Falls City, Hab«» en 
rout a to Qisaha, at 4J00 a#ra#, 46 minutes late* At Kuiray, 6̂ *8 
mil ©a west of Palls City, the orsw in charge received a copy of 
train order No* 36, <u©te& above* train 30* 133 departed from 
Murray at 6t 20 a.m., pmmd Plattsoowtfet tho last open telegraph 
station before the point of collision, ?#>5 aailee west of Murray, 
at &t 38 a*m«# 4.3 ciinut u late md t 8s 48 a*au# collided with 
train ifo# 104, about 3*3 Mis-'.; -wot of Piatt aoouth, while running 
at s speed of about XZ miles an hour* 

Leaving La Platte station, eastbound* tho sain trade 
of tbe Missouri Pacific Hail; ay i$ paralleled by a naln track of 
tbe Chicago, Burlington & Suiney Railroad Gasmen?* About, 3*500 
feet south of La Platte, th#ae tracks cross the Platte Blver end* 
beginning at a point about '00 feet from the north side of tho 
river, th® tracks of both companies arc straight for Over one silo* 
at whioh point the Hiascuri Pacific Hallway crosses the Ohieago, 
Burlington & Quiney Kaiiroqd. There la m Interlocking tower 



located n% this trowing Icnown as Greopolia Tower* Tbe Miasouri 
Pacific track oeatiauea straight for 900 foot south of this tower* 
at which poiat there ia a 1-degree I9«ainuts curve to tha loft 
about 2,900 feet ia length. The ooilisioa occurred about tho 
middle of thia curve* Oa accoaat of a thick growth of trees oa 
the inside of this aurva, tho vision of tho snginem&a of traia 
Ho* 104 was Halted to about 4 £5 feet* the grade at this poiat 
ia about 1 per seat ascending for easthoaad trains* 

&P$?o&3blag from the south aad seglunlag at a point 
about 1*1/2 sidles aorta of ?laitaaouth station, tho track is 
straight for ".bout 1,200 feet, foliawed ay a s«degree curve to 
the left for about 1*£95 f set s there is than about 000 feet of 
straight track, watch ia turn ia followed hy the l~degr®e 19-
miout© curve oa which this accident occurred* the view of the 
fcaglaemn of traia So* 103 wxa ®ood up to tho poiat tfhor« it was 
obstructed by the grove of trees oa the oast side ef track* 
H& dould also see the traok north of tao Ohio&go, Burlington & 
Ottlaoy Grossing from a distance of 1~1/S miles by looking across 
the country* At the time of tho accident the weather waa cloudy* 

As a result of the collision, engine 3804* of traia 
Ho* 104* was very bfiaiy damaged* the baggage O^r was eom̂ lstely 
demolished find the front end of the combination car slightly dots* 
aged, fbe other cars in this train wore aot aat«»rially deaaged * 
lagis© 1??4 and th© first four oars of traia So* 133 • -ore derailed 
sna b#dly isaasedi the aerfc four ears were aot derailed; tbe 
following three* however* ̂ ere derailed and damaged; tba remalaiag 
ears of the t;rain remained oa tho track* 



Conductor Vefcster, ef train. HO* lS3t stated that ho 
received a copy of tr~in order So. g£ at Murray, ttfttaing La flatto 
as the asating point -T i th tr&is Ho* 194* At ?lattsscutfa ho re* 
eeiv~*d a clearance card and blocK nlgaal caution oara* notifying 
him that train So* 1SB was ia tho block end also that Ma *r«in 
wae to saoot train Uo» 104 at La Platte as direct ©a" by train order 
SO* S5S* Be stated tbat aft or leaving KLnttrasottgh he ma rising 
in the cupola of the caboose thst ho sew the saaetee of train 
Ho* 104 «fien that train v^a about at the Burlington Railroad cross­
ing* hut at that time thought it ™»o a Burlington train* So 
stated that ̂ hen he v^ata Z®M train Ho* 104* It was 9 or f tele* 
®r$pfc pal®s away* He thought i t -mxxl& stop and watched it until 
the tr&i&s were aleô t together* He also ststoft that he i?aa 
etching the air gauge in the cnboone tsaieh indicate®: that his 
engiatsan had aade an aaer̂ escy application Of tho air brakes* 
ahft that there ̂s*? nothing ha ooul.i hero dons to orevent tho 
oolllsion* Se sstlnsted "jh^ spê i of ale train at th© time ef 
the collision t o ho 10 ail *a *n isour* 

Engiaeisan 3#e4 -if fc-*iin Ho* 15S stated that he wm tho 
stsofce of train tfo* 104 Jtn*; -ft or it had crossed the ?lntt« Hirer 
brieve* Rn thought it -?r,t a train on the Burlington Hailrood. 
and aid not Know differently until it appeared around the curve 
froa behind the grcva of tr**̂ * tben a plied the brakes in 
mergsney, opened the 8 : 3 d p r s âd jutted from his engine jû t 
before the oollisioa. occurred. He stated that the engine on train 
Ho* 104 irking stasia *t th© aim& of the collision* 

Firaaaaa ̂ yatt, of tiain 2fo* 1S8* atated tbat approach-" 



it® the 0OOSO of tho aooidont ho *ao riding oa hlo seat box aM 
oa account of being oa tho inside of tho curve* did not aeo train 
So* 104 at all* Bo atated that fnftinomn %oed made aa emergency 
application of the air brakes and yell ad to him to Juwp* whioh ho 
did without waiting to aoe shot m o happening* H© eotiffiated the 
speed to be about 12 or 14 sailoo an boar* 

Brafeeaan Ebosaas, of trala Re* 163, etated that he waa 
riding ia the cupola of tho caboose* with tbo conductor* ana so-
tlcea train Ho* 104 Whan it \mo about at ©rsopolis Tower, at 
which time tho osndoctor said to him, "There atast bo a Burlington 
train** Shortly afterward bo said it oas on tho Missouri Pacific 
tracks* So watched the trains as they esse together and stated 
that tho engine of trala So* 1 0 4 waa oox&ittg steam at the time of 
the oollisioa* 

Conductor Solas* of train So* 104* stated that upon 
leaving Omaha, he received a copy of trala order Ho* $& directing 
his train to meet train Ho* 1S3, engine 1S74, at la Platte* At 
Oll&ors Junction he received a oloaraaoo card and block (Signal 
oautloa sard* confirming train order So* 22* So stated that ap-
proaohlag La Platte the bra&eBas signalled tho engiaeman by the 
signal cord as required by the roleo* to call tho engineean* a at* 
tentlon to tho meeting point cad that the eagiaeass aastrered this 
signal* Ho stated that at La Flatts bo noticed a train standing 
on tho siding with angiao 1S73, and supposed that It urns train Ho* 
las* He thought that an error bad bean made la tho train order 
regarding the casino number, As La KLatte Is a flag station and 
as no one wanted to get oa or off* bis -trala did not stop. Be 



stated that he was riaiag ia the frost end of the eoaoh at the 
time aad waa watehing ahead, aad that ha taw hia firecwm aad to 
the conductor of traia Ho* 15&, aad thoa mm ais head to him, 
«hea the ooaoh ia whioh ho waa siding aaaeed the caboose of tho 
train oa the elding, he yelled to the conductor of tho freight 
train sad held up throe finders, intending to indicate *13S* and 
he aadorstood tho conductor's reply to ho la the affirmative* 
Conductor Salsa farther stated that shortly sftormrss, Brakeasa 
Hatfield of hia train same to hin and told hia that tao engine 
number of the traia oa tho siding did aot correspond with that 
ia tho train order, hat that ha too understood from the freight 
contactor* s si gas th» the train at La Platte train Bo* 153* 
Oonduotor Aulas also stated that he often received train orders 
with tbo wrens engine number, but that as a general rule, they 
are corrected by snot her train order, although ia eaao oases this 
is i&pô eihle* Be could not name a single Imstaaoe* tawnevar* when 
the wroa^ number on a tr^in order h$u aot assa corrected* Con­
ductor Sals* stated that at &te time there was ao Question in his 
mlad but that the traia oa ft he siding was train BO* 153* as ho did 
aot reraeahcr over hs&viag mat traia So* 1S8 at Is Platte* He fur­
ther stated that there waa no oilcation of tho sir brakes prior 
to the collision aad that He did not thiafe the eugineman of his 
traia saw traia Ho* 153* 

Flâ saa Hatfiel.i, of train $0* 104* stated that ap­
proaching La Platte, he was riding in theater end of tho chair car, 
aad that he gave the engincsai'xn a signal, rs&lading him of tho 
meeting point with train Ho* le'C, a® required by the sulo aad that 



th© oaglaenan aaswarad hia signed by sounding tho whistle* Es 
stated that hs noticed that ths engine of the train on the siding 
at La Platte m a Ho* 1273 instead of 1S74, the cumber aa&sd in 
ths traia order, and started forward to the eoaoh to tell tho con­
ductor that it una the tmag au$bsy* &hen as paaaed tho caboose 
of tho other train, ho was down oa tao ste&s of tho ©hair car and 
the ooaduotor of the freight- train wan standing oa the oabooso stops; 
he called out *135* to bli% and tha conductor throw his bjsnds up 
in tho air as If eonfused* yiagsaan Hatfield stating that he tooir 
this gesture as aa affimative reply* He then weat to Conductor 
Bulge la the day ooach aad laid tho train order down on the seat 
in front of falsa, telling his that it ma tbo wrong eagia® number* 
Ee stated that the conductor replied that he heard somebody there 
say something So tao eugiaeasm as he -ssnt by and that ha guessed 
it was all right* Be further stated that he aade ao effort to stop 
ths train—that hs was wor&ing under the conductor* a direction and 
that he did act consider it altogether his duty to stop tho traia 
aftor notifying hia about the ea&lao amber* yiagaaa Hatfield 
stated that his train was rumilag about 30 utiles aa hour or a lit* 
tie faster at the tiae of the collision, aad that the air brafceo 
were applied |ust before the collision occurred* 

Chicago, Burlington & Quinsy foreman goes, at Oreo* 
TOXIB intsrleo&sr, stated that signals for the orossiss bad been 
set at almv for traia $o* 104 about two aiaates, whoa he aotiaed 
tsaia No* 153 approaching about oae*fourth mile enat of aorthbouad 
distant aigaai and hs ran for the levers, intending to change the 



line-up to allow train Bo* IBS to proceed* when so discover ffo* 
104 going under tho homo signal* he started to thrw the signal 
against Be* 104, hat realised that the engine "ma tot? far beyond 
the signal to enable the ehgl&effien to see It* Bo atated that he 
then ran out on tho stops and gave ste$ signals with hie hand with 
tho espsotstlon that some of tbe traiimes on trals 210* 104 -would 
notice nia and apply tho air brakes* So mw tho collision and as* 
timated tho speed of train 2fo* 104 at 30 vdlm an hour and the 
spsad of train SO* 153 at about 10 miles aft hour* 

this accident wns caused by the failure of the crew of 
train 9o« 104 to obey m order fizing the sooting point with their 
train and brain So* 153 at L& Platte* 

For the vmrpom of identifying trains i&th certainty* 
the engine numbers of trains are designated in train orders by 
this railroad and there OBH he no excuse for snob dereliction of 
tfuty by the crew of train 2?o* VH, *.B is evidenced in thia esse* 

Th© «siployeee is cb;*r~* train Ho* 104 wars ocas* 
pstent sett of long experience* Conductor InUce entered the service 
In the year 18©$ m a ooncuctrr â̂ ineoisn Shcrleelt entered tbe 
Berries m m&lamun in the* 7©ar 1&36* At the time of the ac­
cident they had be©n on -mty only 45 minutes* 


