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INTERSTLTE CONITACE CCITNTIGBICH

TTPCRT OF THE DIRECTCR CF TET BURTAU OF SAFRTY IV OE
INVESTIGLTION CF N 4COIDENT WEIOE CCCURRID OF
THE ¥ISSCURI PACIFIC R4ILRCAD NTAR McGIHIE, ARK,,
CN SIPTWBIR 13, 15286.

Octoboer 28, 1928,
To the Comlcelont

Cn Septevber 13, 1925, there w-s s derailrert of a
passenger ftrein on the hisscnri Pacifac Rarlrcad rear
'eGehew, Ark,, whicn resulted in the deatn of 2 eridlovees
and the injury of 20 passengers and 1 erployce.

Location and riethod of operation

This accident ocecurred on fthe Pine Blufl Digtrict
of the Little Rock Division, exbtonding betweer lleGehee
and Little Rock, Ark,, a drstnee of 101,93 miles, in
the vicinity of the onolnt cf accident this 18 a pragfle-
track line ¢ver which traris are operated by triwe—-tchle
and train oxders, no block-ricnal systen being 12 use.
Twe derailment occurred on o f1ll, about 23 or 3 feet
1n height, at a point 3.2 ~1lcs north cof llcCGehee,
appraaching tnis nolnt frorm the scuth the trechk 15 tamg-
ent for a distance of 4,578 feel, tnirs taarent exteading
heyoad the woint of derailent lJor —ore tiaon 3 riles,
vhile the grade 1s prectically lovel. Tae track is
laid with 100-pound reils, 33 fect 1in leaztr, mth adout
30 trested ties to the raal-lengtlh, singlce-spiked, Heart-
ly ti1e-plated, ond bnllasted wilz river gravel to a
Cepthr of bout 10 1arnles.

The weather wrs clear ot the time of the accident,
which occulred ot obort 11,%5 o,.m.
Deceripfion

Northboand pas enger tr=in o, 103 consimted of
one corbination waill and baggage car, O1e begLv e ¢ar,
one day coach, ore chair car, oae Pullwan sleeprng car,
ore dining car, two Pullaan slecping cars, and oae
dining car, in the orcer nared, 211 of stecl construction,
hauled by engine 6505, and was 1n charge of Coaductor
Ecolceorbe a.d Enginer.an 3ustey. This train left leGehee,
the lact open oifice, at 11.45 por., 15 minutes late,
and wag derciled on reoecatar a ,oiat 3.2 miles aorta of
McGehee waile troveling at 2 speed estimzled to heve been
Detween 35 and 45 mileg an lour.



Engine 6505, 1tg tender, the first four cars rad
the forward truck of thc flid* cer, were derailed to the
right, the engine came to rert nn 1te left cide, alwos
at right uncleo to the trzck, wmath 1te herd ecd 52 feet
from the track and 331 feet north of the ooine of de-
rallment. The first car wac ciageorallv across the
tracks, necarly anright, while the next thrce cors vere
in general line with tue track. The emplosees killed
weTe the ensineran and fireman.

Summarg of evidence

Conductor Holcombe stated that at lcGehee he
noticed that the headlight eon the engine wes turmng
properly, while on departing from lhis poine a runaing
test of the air brakes wos nade, FHe ias "olTectlng
transnortation in the third car in the ir21n 2il ithe
first intimation ke had of saything wZong mas 01 Teel-
ing the air brakes apyly in emergency. 4% lhis tire
he was standing in tne aisle, and realilzing soagtalng
unusual was hapnening, he war_med the pesceagers to sit
down, the derailment occurring a few seconds arterwards.
After making arrangements to £ssist lhe injured the con-
ductor went forward to find out what the trouble wes,
and he eaid that at thic time Ernginemaa Bushey was st1ll
alive and i1nformed him that 1he ~Aerailuent wves cavsed
by a rail heing out. Conductor Hclcorbe made a brief
cxamination of the track and saw vherc a rail had been
disconnected, on the east side of the tracz. He ssfi-
mated the soeed of the train to hove been about 40 riles
en hour at the time of the derailment. The stalerents
of Flagmaa Bly corroborated in substance those of Coa—
cuctor Holcoibe, excepl taat he gquoted the enginenan as
seying his encine had struck a bicken rail and ne sr1d
that on his way back toward the rcar of the train ke
saw @ broken rail. After zoing back to NcGehee, aking
a report of the accident and surroning acsistance, te
returned to the Joint of deraslment on the relief train.
At this time he saw that a re1l joint had been Jdiscoa—
nected, the angle bars reaoved from both sides of the
ra1l, the bolts and nuts taken out and left laying on
the ground near the aaple bars, and the soikes nulled
from the ties for a distence of ~bout a rarl-leazth con
the gauge side of the rail, while the receiving ead of
the ra1l was moved 1award about 4 or 5 inches, thie rail
wes on the east or raght side of the treck, He ostireted
trhe speed of the traxzn to have been not more than 45
miles an hour at the time of the accident. The state—
rents of Joint Bagpaze and Zxpress l.esseaser Co mtoa,
Train Porter Johnson, and Wovs A-ent Sanderfur orouf“t
out nothing adfiticaal of 1uoortarce, none of the ' race
any examination of the track.
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Several witnesses also testified that shortly
after the acciient taey oboerved that the boltg had been
removed from a rail joint on the cast rail of the track
ard the spikes »ulled for .ore than a rail-length on
tr.e gauge side of the rail. The angle bars iro. erch
side of the rai1l joiat, and the bolts, nuts, a1d lock
waeshers, were laving on the FIOJJ@, whlle the receiving
end of the rail wes roved i1miarid, apparently with . alic-—
1oug 1ntent. The nuts distinctly shov ed that they had
been removed wita a wrench, 2s all four corners of th
nute vere bright, and +ne¢e were clav har marks oa the
ties where the 1nq1de snikes had been pulled. 0QOne of
the witnesses also saird there war sand on the rails for
a distance of two or three ccocr-lengias south of where
trhe rail had Yeen noved from the track,

Measure tents of the trercg teken &t each ra1l joint
for a distance of "ore than 1,400 feet south of <he noint
of derailment disclosed the gauge, alignnmenl, axd elcve—
tion to be 1n good coadition. Tre gener=1 mainterance

of the track was good.

Careful and thorousgh inspection of engine TH05
d1sclosed that the front and »eck pedectals ofl the right
forward engine truck Lox were broken. The breals 12
the back DedESual were new, znd ersorently ceused Dy
the derailment, while the Surfaces of the breaks 11 uhe
front pedestal, the inside face of which was brokea 11-7/8
1acheeg and the outside face nearly 15 1achee fron th
pedeetal binder, were partly discolored by oil, nad these
¢iscolored unver and lower surfsces of the same breal
COTTE ponaed suffiecirently to sugecest that sary of the
fracture mignt rave been on old b;eaP aad that Tie
pedestals werse corpletely broen as 2 result of the
cerairlrent., Uothinz elge was found which at was thouwght
could have caused the accicen: while the erginera's
work report, wade on arvival of eneine 6505 at CGouldsboro
on September 12, thc dey prior to Tthe sccident, ths
ingpector's report of the s=ne e¢g1ue 01 the day of the
aCOldeﬂt, and alse the Lzecector's report mads at about
11.30 p.n., at MecGehee, 25 r1autes -rior to the accident,
1ndicated no defect that would have caused or conirilubed
to the derailrent.

Between 6 and 7 a.r., Scoterher 14, 1926, a clew
bar and a long-haidled track wrench, used mo<tly as a
frog wrench, were found bSetween twvo loss 1n the weeds
avout 10 feet west of the -ire feace oa the west sicde
of the track, nearly onvosite the nHoint of Jerarl 1ent,
Abolt 2 n.1n. the soe day slocdhounds vere toker 5o the
s)ot waere the traclk tools ere found i the lo.se; ilhey
obtained the rcent and fellowed the trail to a o012t obout
150 or 200 yards Jdistant, near a ouklic bighway, " .ere
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the trail was lost, andarently oa account of the juilty
person or persoans haviapg entered a vehicle of some kind.

The laet train to pass the poiat of accideant was
southbound passenger train ¥o, 143, which narsel 2t a
speed estimated to have been 2boul 48 or 50 nmiles an
hour, about 28 migutes nrior to the derailme=nt, at vaiich
time nothing wrong was noticed.

Conclusions

Thig accident was cmuced by mallcious Sampering
with the track.

The investization developed that 8 rail joint on
the east =zide of the track had ceen discounected, the
angle bars, bolts, nuts, and loec” waghers reove?, and
the spikees pulled from the gnuge ecide of the rail for
1ts entire length, after which the receiving ead of the
ro1l was pried r1award toward the center of 1he trocl,
thus forming a derail. At the time of this ravestizaticon
1t had not been determined by whom tars rail was -oved,

At the time of the accideat tne ermloyees 1avolved
nad been on duty less than 5 hours aad 45 riinutes, prior
to which they had been off Auty 10 houre ond 45 niaates
OT moTe,

Regpectfully submitted,
TF. P. Borland,

Director.



