INTERSTATZ COMMERCE CCMMISSICHN

RZP0RT OF TEXZ DIRECTOR OF TFEZ =URTAY CF SAFETY IN RI
IVFSTIGATION CF AT ACCIDEST 'HICH OCCURRID ON THXI
MISSCURI 2ASIFIC RAILROAD aT LeKZ VILW, 4HK,, ON
JANUARY 237, 10g8.

March 22, 1928
To the Commission:®

On Janusry 27, 1828, there was a derailment of
g freignt *rain on the Missciri Pacific Reilroad at Lake
View, Ark., which rezulted 1n the death of one emnlovee
and the 1injury of two errloyeeas,

Location aad method of oneration

This accident occurred on the Latour District
of tne Vemvhis Division, extending ocetween McGeehee and
Lexa, Ark , a listance of 83 So milec, 1n the vicinily of
te point of accideat thie 15 2 siavle-track line over
wilch trains are oderstsd by time-taole and train orders,
ro Slock-signal syslem belng 11 use The accident oc-
curred at a soint 1,424 feet coutn of Lake View station;
approechirg tairs point from the south the track 1s tancent
for a cictance of almost 3 miles, follewed Lty a 19 curve
to the right 5,155 Teet i1n length, tne accident occurriag
02 this curve at a »"oint 3,330 fest from 1ts scuthern end,
the prade 1s practically level, The track 1s laid with 856~
oound rails, 33 feet 1n lengtn, witn 20 ties to the rail-
lengtlh, single-spirked, nartly tre-plated, end ballasted
wita gravel in a deoth of 6 i1nches. The track 18 main~
tained 1n Tair condition

The passing treck at Laks View nrarallek the
meln tracy on the west, the south smitch being located
87 reet north of the point of accident, whicao in turn
wos just norta of a casttle giard anjacent to a oublic
hig»woy crossingz. The wing feuace av the location of the
cattle gueid was constructed ot 1t x 6 inch pine lumber
anc veighed anproxiietely 12D wounds.

Tne weather was clear at the time of the acci-
dentv, which occuerred et "bhout 3 p.m.

Deser-ntio0a
Northbound frezight train third No. 380 congisted

of 71 ears and & caboose, bzuled by engine 13580, and was
1n cherze of Conductor Bsrnets* aond Ergineman Wheeler,
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Thie train left Elaine, ths last open office, 7 29 niles
gsouth of Lake Vigw, at 1.42 ».m , 4 hours and 12 miautes
late, and was trevelling at & sheced estimated to have
becn about 18 miles ner Lour when 11t vas derailled at
Lale View, upon encountering the wing fence of a cattle
cuard vhich hed been blovn uoon the track

The engine was deralled to tae left and fol-
loved along the rails antil 1t reached the south wassing-
treck switch vhere 1ts course was diverted to the left
along the passing-track finelly coming to rest on 1iis
left side at a voint 2585 feet froa where the first wheel
climted the rail, with 1ts forwara end 41 5 feet west of
the mein track. The tender cistern was torn trom 1ts
freme and came to rest on rts right side diagonally across
the mein and wessing tr-cks, nearly oosoecite the front end
of the engine Tne first seven cars 1n the train were
scattered 1n various nositions between the switch and
the tender cistern, wnilc the forwsrd truck of the eizhth
c~r wasg alsc der-=1led The ernloyvee killed was the
fireman.

Sunmmary of evidence

Engineman Wheeler stated thet the spsed of
13 train was mot over 18 milcs ser hour, due to the
nigh wind which was bloi'ing at the time, and that his
first intimation of anytninsg wrong was when the engine
reached & ooiat about 50 feet south of the pagsing-
track swatch, 2t which time 3%t anoearad to him thnt
tne trailler btruck vas dersiled, ne immediately shut off
steam and gpnlied the alr brakes in emergency, and
gsiocuted a warning so the firemen, who was standing in
tne gangway of the engine. Engineran Wheeler had a
trnin order instructing him to look for obstructions in
thet vicinity =nd he ze1d he wae gtrictly complyiag with
thcse 1nstructions and that he did not see anything on
the track, althoush the =211 was quite full of dust,
while sroke end steam blowing scross the track resulted
1n hils Celng atle to see only 50 feet ahead of the
engine, Engireman Wheeler wes also watching i1n order
to ascertain the position of the train-order signal at
Lake View gtation as soor 2s 1t came into view, dbut he
gsalid this di¢ not intervere v-rticularly with his ob-
servance of the trerck shezd of his train. After the
accident he examined the engine but found no evidence
of anything wrong  Upon exarining the track, however,
he found marks on the ties nesr tae cattle guard and
alsoc noticed » cattle-cusrd wing tcnce lying on the
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fireman's side of the track, a corner of which was cut

off and one nlank lying tebtween the r=ails. Engineman
Wheeler felt certain that this win~ feance vas not on

the track as the train anproached, or at least while the
noint 2t vhick 1%t was found was within his ranee of vision.

Head Brakeman Allmond, who was riding 1n the
brekeman's cabin on the tender, stated thaet from his po-
g1ticn he could not see ahead, and that after the occur-
rence of the accident ne did not make an examination to
determine 1%s cause His estimate as to the spped of the
trein agreed vith that of the enginemaa. Brakeman aAllmond
furiher staied thrt the wind was Liowing hard, but that
he did not know whether 1ts velocity was great enough to
tear the cattle—guard ring from 1ts fastenings.

Conductor Barnett stated that his first knowledge
of the accident was when he felt the sgir brakes asoly and
uoon looking out a =indor of the caboose ne saw the engine
turn over and several cargoile up While wroceeding to
tae scene he noticed thet the west '1ng of the cattle—
guard was miseing but 1n his haste he made no attemnt to
locate 1t, he did not see the missing ring until sone
ti1me after the accident, 1t then being at the station.

He examined the tracxz and noticed flange marks on the Dall
0x the rail which first appesred near the cattle-guard and
which extended to 2 point about 13 rail- lengths south of
the switch before the wheels dropped off the rail aand ran
gloang on the ties. Conauctor Barnett also stated that

the wind was bloring very hard, interfering with the speed
of the train, and that there ras considerable duast 1n the
air, and he was of the opinion that under the conditions
nrevalling at the time the engineman could not have seen
the cattle-guard wing lying on the track for any great
distance,

The staterents of Kiddle Brakeman Hardy, sho was
riding 1n the cabin of the tender, and of Flegman Walker,
wno was riding in the caboose, were of no particular ir—
Dortance, they naving recelved no warning of anything un-
usual untii the occurrence of the accident.

Trainmaster Murphy, wno was also riding 1in the
cazoose at the tire of the accident, stated that i1mmedi-
ately after the accident he proceeded %o the forward end
of the train #nd i1nouired of the engineman i1f he had any
1dea #s5 to the cause of the ecccident, the enginewan reply—
ing thet he had none. Treinmester Murphy estimeted the
speed of {the train at the tiwme of the accident at 18 miles
ner hour, and said that 1t was being delayed considerably
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by the wind Atout three hours after the accident he
made a careful exarination of the trackx and foumd a ving
of the cattle guard lying on the track on the firemen's
gide, nart of which was located on the outside of the
rails, and *one balance between tae rails, anvarently
hav1ng been ot 1n two He »lso noticed a flange mark
on the left rail In his opinion the wind, which was
Vlowing from the left side of the track, was strong
encugh to bave blown the fence across the track.

Section Foreman Freerman, whose section 1s lo-
cated scuth oi the voint of a001dunt, stated that on the
dav of the accidenl he left Lake View at 7 a m , and
pacsed the cattle guard on the way to his section. AT
that time the cattle guard anoeared to be 1in good Con-—
ditien, although he did not make a close cxamination of
1b. After his arrival 2t the scene of the accident 1e
found part of 2 cattle-guard wing lying <bout & feet from
the track, with some splinters in between the rails. He
decided that the accident was caused by the cattle-guard
wing having been on the track but said he did not think
the wiad was strong encugh to have torn the wing from
1ts fastenings, basing nls oninicon on the fact thal had
guch been the case tne wing on tne opposite side of The
track would also nave been blown down,

Section Toreman Wilkerson, on whose sectioa ihe
accicdent occurred, stated that at about 11.30 am , on
the day prior to the accident he found thig same cattie—
guard wing torn from 1ts moorings and lying alongside the
treck, undamaged It was replaced with the assitance of
a lshorer and was fastened witn staples and barved wire;
since no ralls were avallsble 1t was not nailed 1o the
wirg post, bat he considered 1t as securely fagtened as
thougn 1t had been nailed  On reaching the scene after
the occurrence of the acecident he found a portion of the
wing fence between the rails with the balance lying on
one side of tne track. FHe also found flange marks on
the kell of one of the rails and after completing hls in-
vestigation ae concleded that the presence of tne cattle—
guarc wing on the track was the cause of the accident,
Accordlng to the statements of Section Foreman Wilkerson,
ahout 50 to 100 neople peass elong the track dailv from
the stetion to the highway beyond the cattle guaid, and
while he had never seen anyone tear down a wing, he assured
this to h-ve been the case 1n this instance, he did not
think 1t could have been torn down by the wind
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Section Lehorer Banks corroborated the state-
ments of Settion Foreman Wilkerson as to tihe condition of
the cattle currd 1n quection on the dayr nricr to ths ecel-
dent, snd he s71d he wrg of the imprzesion that the repairs
vhich were m~de hed resulted 1n ite being securely fastened.

Roadmaster Lunsford st.ted thet he averazes ihree
Lrl-c ver woey over thie distriect and had inspected the
trrckx 1n the vicinity of the noiant of accident on Janu-ry
34. He consrdered the track to be 1a good conditiondfor
the meximam roazd s¢ far as liane and surface were con-
cerned ¢ltaou~h there were sone slight varistions in gouge
anc cress-levels. After mwm2<ing an examinaticn of tae ireck
orn tas day Zollo.zinz the acciaent he noticed the flange
mark on tne left rail, beginuing about wherc the catile-
cucrd wing nea Yeen lying on the track, and decided that
vhe ageident wal ceused by the cattle-cguard 11ng, he
troovzht 1t rust have been torn loose by sone one, as he
dict not thin< 1t eccould heve teen “lown loose by the wind.

The statements of Division Zngincer Smith and
Assistant Enginecezr Vagner, Tota of whom made an examino-
L2on of the tracl sucseguent to the accicent, were to the
erzect that the accident was causzed by the cettle-guard
wilg heving hLeen oo the track, ana toney thoughtit had been
torn from 1te fesienings by some source other thaan tae vind
thact vog blovins at the time of the accident

S8pecial Lgeat Graham endeavored te zscertiil
whether the wing hed beea tammered with tut at the tive
ol tnig 1nvectizaiion he hai not found anytning to 1ndi-
c-te thet thie was tne cosmem  He also found that there
wele some meople working 1m the vicinity during the day
0T tne accident, Hut that none of them had observed aay-
body terpering with the cattle guard. His theory was thot
the ving raeg not securely fastenzd, ressulting 11 1ts TLeing
Dlowm over by the 1nd, or elge th-t some one osulled 1%
looce for the vurvose of gzttinz aeet, then leared 1%
oack rgeingt 1ts sunport, and l=ter ths rind ble- 1t on
tine track

A careful inspection of the track rnd 2lso of
the enrine failed to reveal anything that c¢ould have
caleed or contrivbvuted to the cccurrence of the accideat.

Conclusioneg

This accident was ceused by the wiag fence of
a cattle guard thet vas lying on the track.

There 7as a high wind blowing &t the time of
tne accident btut *here was a difference of opinion as to



whether the v1nd ' as of sufficient velocity to have torn
this vaing fence 1ror 1ts fa<teniags. On the cother nand,
Section Foreman Wilkergcon stated that on the day nricr
to 1nhe accident he had found tnils ning for:loose and cut
of moeition end thet he had placed 1t back into position
and securely fastened 1t, these statemecnts vere substaa-
tirted by Sectina Laborer Banks That 1t vas 1n prover
Doecition on the morning of the day of the accident was
shot'a by the statements of Section Foreman Freeman. The
fact that this wing had been torn dovan the day before
the accident 1ould 1ndicate thet possibly somwe person
tore 1t loose and either threw 1t on the track or leit
1t 1n such a pogition thet 1t 725 later blom on the
track by tne —iad  Engineman Wheeler said he was keen—
1~z a careful lookout for obstructions, but the evideace
1adicated tunat there was considerable dust in the air,
and ven comhiaed vith the smoke and steam from the en-
gice 1t 1s entirely possible the conditions were sach
that Lne w.mg fence could have been on the tracz —ithout
velaz observed by the eangineman.

Tne employees 1nvolved 1 ere experienced men,
aad av the tiwe of the accident none of them had been
on cuty in violation of any of the provisions of the
aours of service law.

Resvectfully submitted,

W P D3SORLAND

Tirector,



