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REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE INVESTIGA­
TION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE MISSOURI PACIFIC 
RAILROAD NEAR KANSAS C I T Y , MO., ON JULY 13 , 1932. 

J u l y 27 , 1932. 

To the Commiss ion : 

On J u l y 13, 1923, t h e r e was a head-end. c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n and a f r e i g h t t r a i n on the M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c 
R a i l r o a d wes t o f H y - t e x S i d i n g , n e a r Kansas C i t y , M o . , which 
r e s u l t e d i n t he d e a t n o f 3 p a s s e n g e r s and 1 e m p l o y e e , and the 
i n j u r y o f 91 p a s s e n g e r s , 10 e m p l o y e e s , and 2 m a i l c l e r k s . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f the C e n t r a l Kansas 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween L e e d s , M o . , and Ossawotamie , Kans - , 
a d i s t a n c e o f 49 .91 m i l e s , and i n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r which t r a m s a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s and a manual b l o c k - s i g n a l sys t em. 
H y - t e x i s a s i d i n g o n l y , and the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t was about 
4 ,600 f e e t wes t o f the wes t s w i t c h . Approach ing from the eas t 
t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l c u r v e s and t a n g e n t s , f o l l o w e d by 1,032 
f e e t o f t a n g e n t and a compound c u r v e t o the l e f t 2 ,495 f e e t 
i n l e n g t h , the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g on t h i s cu rve about 600 f e e t 
from i t s e a s t e r n end , where the c u r v a t u r e i s 3 ° 3 4 1 , app roach ­
i n g from the west t h e r e i s a s h o r t t a n g e n t , f o l l o w i n g which 
the t r a c k c u r v e s to the r i g h t on the compound cu rve p r e v i o u s l y 
ment ioned f o r a d i s t a n c e o f about 1,900 f e e t . Approach ing 
f rom the e a s t the g r a d e i s a s c e n d i n g , l e v e l f o r about 300 f e e t , 
and then 0 .54 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g t o the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , 
a d i s t a n c e o f about 550 f e e t , a p p r o a c h i n g f rom the west i t i s 
d e s c e n d i n g and then a s c e n d i n g f o r a d i s t a n c e o f s e v e r a l hundred 
f e e t . The v i e w i s m a t e r i a l l y o b s t r u c t e d by t r e e s on b o t h 
s i d e s o f tne t r a c k , and the p r e s e n c e o f a p a r a l l e l t r a c k o f 
a n o t h e r r a i l w a y makes i t d i f f i c u l t f o r e n g i n e c rews t o t e l l 
on which t r a c k an o p p o s i n g t r a i n i s moving . The wea the r 
was c l e a r a t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 
6 .40 p . m . 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Eas tbound f r e i g h t t ra . in N o . 93 c o n s i s t e d o f about 15 
c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 528, and was i n cha rge o f 
Conduc tor B i r c h a r d and Engineman R a d e r . A t Dodson, 4 . 2 4 m i l e s 
west o f H y - t e x and the l a s t open o f f i c e , the c r e w r e c e i v e d a 
copy o f t r a m o r d e r N o . 37, fo rm 19 , p r o v i d i n g f o r a meet w i t h 
t r a m N o . 11 a t H y - t e x . T r a m N o . S3 l e f t Dodson, a c c o r d i n g 
t o the t r a i n s h e e t , a t 6 .31 p . m . , and c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a i n No . 
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11 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d to have been about 
35 m i l e s an hour . 

Westbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m N o . 11 c o n s i s t e d o f 1 c o m b i ­
n a t i o n m a i l and b a g g a g e c a r , 1 c o a c h , 1 c h a i r c a r , 1 d i n i n g 
c a r , and 3 s l e e p i n g c a r s , a l l o f s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n , h a u l e d 
by e n g i n e 6404 and was m c h a r g e o f Conduc to r Bonne t t e and 
Engmeman Moses- I t l e f t Kansas C i t y , o v e r t he t r a c k s o f 
the Kansas C i t y T e r m i n a l R a i l w a y , a t 6 ,05 p . m . , 20 minutes 
l a t e , andppssed L e e d s , a t which p o i n t i t e n t e r e d on the t r a c k s 
o f the M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d , a t 6 .35 p . m . , 2b minutes 
l a t e . As the t r a m was p a s s i n g L e e d s , t h e o p e r a t o r handed 
on s e v e r a l t r a m o r d e r s , among which was t r a m o r d e r No- 37, 
f o r m 19, p r e v i o u s l y m e n t i o n e d . The o p e r a t o r a l s o d e l i v e r e d 
a c l e a r a n c e ca rd p r o p e r l y f i l l e d c u t , and a b l o c k - s i g n a l 
c a u t i o n c a r d , a l s o p r o p e r l y f i l l e d ou t , c a l l i n g a t t e n t i o n to 
t he meet w i t h t r a m No- 92 a t H y - t e x , 3.5 m i l e s from L e e d s . 
T r a i n N o . 11 passed H y - t e x w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g and c o l l i d e d w i t h 
t r a m N o . 92 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have 
been f rom 15 to 25 m i l e s an hour . 

Bo th e n g i n e s were d e r a i l e d and bad ly damaged. The 
second c a r o f t r a i n No- 11 was t e l e s c o p e d by t h e f i r s t c a r f o r 
a d i s t a n c e o f about 25 f e e t , w h i l e 3 c a r s c f t r a m No. 92 were 
damaged. The employee k i l l e d was the engmeman off t r a i n N o - 9 2 . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

O p e r a t o r R o b e r t s , on duty a t L e e d s , nanded on t h r e e s e t s 
o f o r d e r s t o t he c rew o f t r a m No. 1 1 , one t o the f i r e m a n , one 
t o the p o r t e r , and one t o the f l a g m a n . Fi reman S t eck s a i d he 
i m m e d i a t e l y handed h i s s e t o f o r d e r s t o the engmeman, who read 
them and handed them back to him, and t h a t he h i m s e l f then read 
them. Approach ing the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t he had been working 
on the f i r e , and on l o o k i n g out on the m s i d e o f the cu rve saw 
the a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n , c a l l e d t o the engmeman and jumped. He 
had not f e l t the a i r b r akes b e i n g a p p l i e d f rom the r e a r o f the 
t r a m . P o r t e r Bryant had g i v e n t h e o r d e r s he r e c e i v e d t o 
Conduc tor B o n n e t t e , who r e a d them a l o u d t o him and t o l a nim t o 
watch out f o r tne m e e t i n g p o i n t s . The p o r t e r was s i t t i n g aown 
i n the second c a r and t h e c o n d u c t o r was near the r e a i o f t he 
t h i r d c a r when the l a t t e r saw t n a t the t r a m was w i t h m a 
t r a m - l e n g t h o f the w e s t s w i t c h a t H y - t e x and s t i l l t r a v e l i n g 
a t a h igh r a t e o f speed - He s a i d he l o o k e d f o r tne emergency 
c o r d , but d i d not s e e i t r i g h t away, ana tnen ran to the f r o n t 
o f the c a r , opened the v e s t i b u l e and loo-sea o u t , he then ran 
i n t o t he c a r ahead and asked tne p o r t e r and a l s o c o n d u c t o r 
F u r n e s s , who was r i d i n g as a p a s s e n g e r , i f t h e y had s e e n t r a m 
N o . 92 and when they r e p l i e d m the n e g a t i v e he s a i a to app ly 
the a i r b rakes and a t t h e same t i m e jumped upon a s e a t and 
opened the emergency v a l v e . c o n d u c t o r Furness p r a c t i c a l l y 
v e r i f i e d t h a t pa r t o f Conduc to r B o n n e t t e T s s t a t e m e n t s which 
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r e l a t e d to h i s a c t i o n s a f t e r e n t e r i n g the s e c o n d ca r - He a l s o 
s a i d he t hough t t h a t i i t t he t ime Conduc tor B o n n e t t e spoke to 
him the t r a m was w i t h i n TT o f a m i l e o f where the a c c i d e n t 
p c c u r r e d - P o r t e r Bryan t a p p a r e n t l y had no t been p a y i n g much 
a t t e n t i o n t o the operat ion^ o f the t r a m , and was s t i l l s i t t i n g 
down m the second c a r when the c o n d u c t o r came i n . Flagman 
Jones s a i d t h a t when the t r a m d i d no t s t op a t H y - t e x he t o o k 
out h i s o r d e r s and r ead them a g a i n t o see i f he had been m i s ­
t a k e n , f o l l o w i n g which he a l s o opened the emergency v a l v e in 
the c a r i n which he was r i d m g . 

The e s t i m a t e s as to the speed o f the t r a m b e f o r e the 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f the a i r b rakes and a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t 
v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y - Conduc tor Bonne t t e thought the speed 
was reduced from 40 t o 50 m i l e s an hour t o 15 m i l e s an hour , 
Conductor Furness t hough t i t had been reduced f rom 45 t o 35 
m i l e s an hour , w h i l e Flagman Jones thought the t r a i n had been 
b rough t n e a r l y t o a s t o p from a speed o f 25 o r 30 m i l e s an hour . 
None of the members o f the t r a m c rew heard t h e engineman 
sound the m e e t i n g - p o i n t w h i s t l e s i g n a l , Conductor Bonne t t e 
s a y i n g t h i s migh t have been due t o the n o i s e o f a t r a m p a s s i n g 
on the t r a c k o f the a d j o i n i n g r a i l w a y when h i s own t r a i n was 
Dn the v i c i n i t y o f t h e e a s t s w i t c h . On accoun t o f s e r i o u s 
i n j u r i e s s u s t a i n e d by Engineman Moses no s t a t e m e n t from him 
c o u l d be o b t a i n e d -

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by the f a i l u r e o f the c rew o f 
t r a m N o . 11 t o obey t r a m o r d e r N o . 37 and meet t r a m No- 93 
a t H y - t e x . 

Conduc to r B o n n e t t e and Engmeman Moses , b e i n g i n c h a r g e 
o f t h e t r a m , a re p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n s i b l e , but a l l the o t h e r 
members o f the crew were aware o f the c o n t e n t s o f the o r d e r 
and t h e r e i s no excuse f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e to o p e r a t e t h e i r 
t r a m p r o p e r l y . 

A l l t he members o f the c r e w o f t r a m N o . 11 were men 
w i t h l o n g e x p e r i e n c e , a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t t hey had been 
on du ty l e s s than I t hou r s , a f t e r 22 hours o f f d u t y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . B o r l a n d , 

C h i e f , B u r e a u o f S a f e t y . 


