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IN RE INVESTIGATICN OF AN ACCIDELT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILWAY AT CLAYTOK, L4,, OKX FEBRUARY &, 1920.

March 16, 1S20,.

On February 3, 1220, there wes o derallment of a passen-—
ger train on the Missourl Pacific Railway at Clayton, La.,
which resulted in tne death of 5 pascengers, and 2 employees,
and the injury of 6 pasgsengers end 2 employees. After investi-
gatlon of this accident, the Chief of the Bureau of Safety
reports gg follous.

Tne Felsenthal District of the Louisisna Divislon of the
Missour: Pacific Hailway, on vhich thie accicdent occurred, is
a ginzle-track line over which trains are overated by time-table
and troln oréers, no block signsl system being in use. The
aeclcent occurred at Bridege No, 48, which spans the Little
Tensas Rlver and which 1s located about 200 feet north of the
station &t Clayton. The track is stralght for the entire 2900
feat betueen the stetion and the bricdge,,while the grade 1s
.25 percent ascendaing up to within szout 150 fecet of the south
encd of the bridge, from thls point 12 and across the bridges the
grace 1s level.

Bricge No. 48 1s of tne decs glrder tyoe, having a total
length of 480 Ieset, at =zsen end trn=., e are tro fixed spane 75
feet 1n length and in th: center tosre 18 a dresw span 15C feet
in length whlckh 13 pivoted in the center end orerated manually
from the center sier. There is no fre~evorz on tne bridge
which projects above the level of tn. treck, the ralls were
avout 10 feet above the water, vhich wzs soout 38 feet deep
at the time of the eccildent. Tre bridz: is pnrotected by a
ceution board located 2,530 feet sovth of tn: bridge and a
slop boerd locatzd 435 feet south of th= tridge. These si1g-—
nals are of the seraphore type havinz stetionary arms attached
to the posts. The bridge 1s also zrotscied by two large
bullseye lamps on the center maer vhich display green lights
when thes drew span 1s closed and red when open "hzn the draw
span 1s o be opened a red flag 1c 2lsc displayed at each end
of the prizdpge 1n frares about 14 inches sauars on staffs about
4 feet nigh., These staffs are driven intc the ground about 10
inches outside the rail, 250 feet from the drarr srzan. The
weather wes cloudy and slichtly misty.

Worthbound passenger traln No. B06, 1n charge of Conductor
Brovm =n? Engineman Taylor, consisted of engine 8657, 1 bagrage
cer, 1 combination mail cer and coach, enc 2 coschess, 1n the
ordsr nared, all of the cars being of wooden construction, This
trazn left Vidalia, La., the district terminal. at 6.€b a.m.,
20 minutes late and errived at Clayton at about 7.03 a.m.,
coming to a stop with the pilot of the englne appsoxitately
773 feet south of tne érar soan of bridge No, 48, After dolng
station work tre troin left Cleyton et about 7.C4 a,m,, 16
Tinutes late and at about 7,05 g,r., vhile running at a speed
estirated at from 8 to 18 mllzs an hour, 1t ren off of the
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bridge, into the south channel of the open draw, the draw
having been opened at about 7.CC a.m. to allow the steamboat
F. D. Norwood to pags through the north channel.

The engine and firet two cars fzll into the river: the
engine landed upright on the bottom of the river bed and was
badly damaged, the baggage car lsnded betwe=n the englne and
the center pier and was demolished, whlle the comblnation car
landed on the opposite side of the engine and was so badly
damaged that it wae afterwards deslroyed. The engine and both
cars ceame to rest approxirately parallel to each other and at
right angles to the track. With the exception of the first
palr of wheels of the first coach, the two rear cars of the
trailn were not derailed or damaged. The passengers killed
were riding in the comblnation car; the employees killed were
the fireman and the baggege and express messenger.

Engineman Taylor, of train No, 806, stated that on the
morning of February 3d it had been reining, but that when he
arrlved at Clayton the rain had stopved, although 1t was still
cicudy and a little foggy, and difficult to gee clearly. After
starting from the station et Clayton he noticed that tne lubri-
cator on the englne was not ferding prorerly, reached down for
an oil can, found very 1little oll in 1t, noticed another oll
can by his feet and reached to pick 1t up, intending to give
it to the fireman to fill the lubricetor. In the meantime
he had loocked out the front window of the cab and had seen a
number of men standing by s water tank near the scuth approach
to the bridge, Just es the englne reached the tenk, which 1is
located about 100 feet from the south end of the bridge, he
looked up again and sa® thet the draw spsn of the bridge was
open. He estimgted the speed at the tirme at about 15 miles
an hour and stated thet he made every =ffcrt to stop the train.
He dicd not see any lights on the center pier of the bridge or
any red flag at the south approach to the bridge; nelther did
he see the boat that vas passing through thz north channel
until tco late %o avold the accident, In his opinion the
bridge should be »rctected by torpefoes. Engineman Taylor
also stated that he had found the bridge open only once or
twice before, the last time being two or three nonths pre-
viously.

Conductor Broin stated that on the morning of the accident
the alr brokes were tested at Vidalia, ae well as at one point
en route, and were working properly. Upon arrival at Clayton
he glighted from the train to assist passengers in getting off
and on, but wes not in a position to see the signals protecting
the bridge on account of the station platform belng filled with
pevple and also on account of a truck filled with baggage ob-
structing his view. When the train left Clayton he boarded the
front end of the last car and walked to the rear. His first
intimation of anything wrong wes a sudigen stopping of the car,
presumably due to the alr brakes belng applied in emergency.

He thought the speed at the time was about 10 or 15 miles an
hour, After Engineman Taylor had been rescued, the conductor
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h-=ard him say that upon lcaving Clayton he got off his seatbox
and went to the tsnk valve to s2¢ hovr much water he had, and
then returned to his €rst, pleked up en o1l csn to fill the
lubricator and found the can n=erly =rnpty, thet he then pitked
up another o1l can and celled te thc firsmnan to put the oil in
one can and that just at tnast mo.ent the fireman Jumped off

hls seatbox and the engine fell into the river, Conductor
Brown further stated that he was familiar with time~table rule
Q-22, requiring treins to approech drawtridges under full
control and to stop 200 feet before repching the bridge unless
a signal 1s received from the bridge tender indicating that the
bridge 1s closed. He stated that Engineran Taylor had been
complying with this rule, alse thel hie was considered fto be one
of the most conservative enginemen in the ser-ice

Heer Brakeman Hobsen stated thet 2t Clayton he assasisted
pessengers in getting o#h.and off, but on account eof the large
number of people on the platform end o truck logded with
bagrage, he wes unable to ses zhead suflicilently to notice
that the drawbrldge was open or t: see the signals protecting
thie bridge. Leaving Clayton L= boarl=d tne rcar end of the
trein and was putting out the rerier lights vhen he heard
the engine whistle sounced follcwed by the crash of the de-
railment

Train Auditcr Ecx stated tha't he was in tre combination
car at the time of *the acciden® ard fell 1ntec the water with
the car He estimated the gneed at %the time at about 6 miles
an hour. He ss3id that he d1¢ no' see tre sirmals disnlayed for
the protection of the bridee snd di¢ no>t know that the bridge
wag ooDen.

Roadmaster Hinkley, who was r: igy cn train No., BOB at the
time of the derailment, stated thal e saw tle ateamboat a
minute or two after the aceldcat cezrred and 1t was then about
abreast the track He did no. notire any lights on the boatl
but he thought the pilot house of ‘re Yozt extended 10 or 12
feet apove the rallroad *racks anl the smoxe stack extended
higher than that

Fireman Marixs stated that vhile he v2s not on train No.
806 on the morning cf the acecicent, e azé xnoim Enginemnan
Taylor for about 11 years and hes acied az fireran fer hir
more or less during the last six ycars. ke sgaicd tnat in
appreaching the Tensas Hiver bridge, Enginewna. Tayior always
mace a 2top at the Clayton station and when starting agaln
slways sounded the whistle for the oricce, Leecing the speed
of his trein down to about 4 miles an hour untll ne recelved
a proceed signal from the oricge tenfer, If the bridge tender
were not cn duty, Enginezan Tszyicr alvays mace sure that the
bridge was closed before passing upon 1t

Sridge Watchran Looris, en

¢ty et Tlayton, stated that
at €.45 a,m, on the rorning of %

bl
e accident the steamboat
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F. D, Norwood wvhistled for the cric¢ge fo pe opened and he
immediately placed red flags zbout 2850 fe=%t each side of the
draw span, and open=d the bridges at about 7,00 z.m The signal
lamps on the center piler ivere burnin-~ bricatly at the time. At
about 7.05 a.m., frot his vositicn o the dra-r span, he saw
train Fo. 806 arrive at the station at Clarston, the headlight
of the engine was shut off at the stetion and a minute ot two
later tke train orocs=ded, ran over the flag which he had placed
at the south end of the bridge, and fell into the river. He
said that he, as well as some m2n wno were on the south end of
the oridge shouted and made every effort %o attract the engine
crev'!s attention to the danger, but aeither the engineran nor
the fireman were on their secatboxes end th: sngine was gtill
yor£ing st=am "hen the accidlent occarred He gaid that 1t 1s
the osractice of =nginemen epproachlng the oridge to slov down
until he gives them a signsl to processd and 1f ne is not in
sight the enginemnen bring their trzins to a stop and walt.
Bridge Watchman Loomis further statsd trat auring the month of
November, 1919, he had occasion to oosn the bridge 13 times,

1n December 25 times, in January 18 times and during the first
three days of february he had opered i1t & tires

C. R. Stevens, who was assisting Bridge Watchman Lcomis
on the morning of the accident, statzd that Le saw the engine
knocg down the red flag which had bzen placed south of the
bridge by the pricdge watchman and that the spred of the traln
aid not decrzase at any time between the station and the point
vhere 1t wert into the river. He s2lso sald that the weather
was cloudy, but that he could s=: the train approaching from
Clayton Junction, which is located 1.18 miles south of Clayton.

This accident ves czus=d by th=> failurs of Engineman Taylor
to kcep & proper Watch &f the track a~=aé anc to obszrve that
The drawbridge had becn ov-~ned.

Had he kept a proper lookout asb=ad tkerc was no reason why
h2 could not have seeanthe open drevoridge while the traln was
standing % the station, no® vas there zny reascon why he could
not have geen the bort passing “lhroush the opecning in the bridge
cr the signals displayed indicating that the bridge was open,
which signals consisted of a rsd flag ZE0 fe-=t south of the
bridge end red lights on the drzt spen. The fact that Englne-
man Teylor was not looking ahead 1vas substantiated by the
testimony of witnesses vho testified that the engine was worklng
stear up to tre time of the acecidznt According to The engine-
man's stetements, it 1s evident that he allowed his atltention .
Yo bzcoors occurlied with his lubricetor for a weriod of time
longer than he snould at any time while his train was in motion,
approaching the drawbridge he should not have 2llowed his
attentior to be diverted at all from his paramount auty of
secing and gnoving that the bridge ves safe for tne passing of
his train.



Rule 98 of the Missour: Fscific Rail-ray Corpany reads
as follows

"Trains must approach th~ =1d of double
track, Jjunctions, railrcuaé crossings at grade,
ant drawbridges, preparcd to sgtop, unless the
switenes and signels ere right and the track
1s ¢loer. Before crossing thne trecs of a
reiiroad, or entering thereon, and before
crossing any draworidge, excent wnere an inter—
locking system or otner gystcom of signazis
covereG by specizl rulecs ere in usc, cvery
ciglne nust bo brought to o stop 2t e distance
1ot less tnan ZC0 nor more tien 200 fest from
such crossing or Cravwkridge, and mnust not pro-
ceed until tns crossing vhzstls (o8 provided
11 rale 1l4-b) has ceen given rnd troock plainly
ge~n to bz clezr. "nere reocuircd by law, terains
rmust stop,"

In masing tre ston at Cleyton station, tn: »ileot of the engine
stood ﬁpprotlnut ly 778 feot from tnm dretr spen and therefore
Enginemen Tayl comolled 'rith this rule as fer zs the stopping
of the Trelin was concerned, bat the rules stetes thatl enginsren
mist not proce-d until thz treck 15 scen to be clear and this
provision obvicusly ke fai1lcd to ows=rve. Rule 98, hovever,
has been saperseded by time-teble rule 4-22, tvhich r-ads 1n
vart

"A1ll trains must apnreoach (rriy—trideges and
rallroad crossings et grace und-r full control

"At interlocked dra-cridges £nd crossings,
;ntdrlockln" Tules w1ll govern,

"At drew-bridges zad ot reilros~d croscings
not 1nterlouked treins unless otheriigse direscted
w1ll meke fall suop £00 feet from cleareorice polnl
and nast not proceed until signselled %o do so by
Watckrzn or Flagran.'

Engineran Teoylor failed scsolutzl: to corpl; =ith the provisions
cf thieg rule.

Inginenan Taylor enterza th: s:zrvice of the Missourl Pacific
1lvay Company es sagineman in Sctoper, 1904, His record was
clear vvitn the exception of & 15 vis’ rccoxd suspension for
Teilure to see tnat toe engine el a sasncly of water Dbefore
lesving Vidalia on June 20
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At the time of the zccident the crew of train No. 8086 had
been on Jduty sbout 1 hour and 35 minuteg, after off-duty periods
sufficient to comply 'rath tne provisions of the Hours of Service
Lew,



