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~June £&, 19186,
On Jure 3, 1§18, thers was o derallasnt of &
papaenger traln on the disaouri ragifle Anilwey, nesy
Uhelgs=z, 'rke, which resnlited in the dealh of 2 cmployees
an: injuries to BY passeagors and 7 employess, After ime
veatigsatlen the Chlef of the Lureau of Safsty renorts os

follows:

The Little doekx Metriet of the Arkanscs Divie
flon of the iipsouri “aneifle dallrosd, om which thie ae-
eldent oosurred, is u sinrle~traok line, ¢ver wahick trsin
movemente are covernad by time~table snd trein ourdars, supe-
plemented by & mannsl bleok signal syatem,

Tne train involved in this aceldent was northe
bound pesmenger traln H¢, 2, en route from Jan antoenie,
Tex., to 4t., Lenis, Yo. It censisted of locomotive 6415,
one combinuntlon beggage und scoking ear, ene chulr car,
one dining our, five Pullmsn sleeping oare, one obair sy
and three "ullmun sleepers, in the order mmmed, &ll being
of ateel conatruation, ond wue in charge of Condwotor Ceorge
and Inginemsn Derringten, This train left Texurkana, Tex,
A% 11.31 pele, 41 minmutes late, pacned Hope, ark., 3i.04¢
wmiles vorth, whero gouthbound pussenger truln He. 3 wmue el

at 12,16 wB,., 43 mimmtes late, it Chelaea, .15 miles
north of Hepe, tne fuel:g polnt switoh lesiing to 8 .aneing



-fm-

8idin- being epen, No, 2 sntered the usalng 2idin: and
wag derailed nt about 12,20 a.m., wWhile runrning st & speed
estimated to have been about 6O mileas an hour,

Exoepting the thres rear sosches, the entire
train was derallod snd ouxe $o rest on the right hand side
of tre Yruck., The logomotlive traveled = dlstance of 530
toet from the initinl »0int of dersilment mnd cume 0 reat
on ita right a2ide at the botbtom of the f1ll, Ir & dlagonal
pesition, itn front end about 12 feet fromw ithe %rack. The
tender was torn from the loeomotlve and oume %o rest in a
reversed and inverted positlen, persliel with th¢ logemo=
tive., 'The combination buggege and sooking cur, chair esy
and firet fullman ear rested in an uprisht positlon ad
right angles to tho trzek, The dining car loy on ita elde,
gguarely aoross the traek, wiih its Lyent end elevated,

The segond "aullmsr ocer, %the fifth sar in the train, ree
malined wpright with ite front end ¢n the cmbenkment, with
ite reoar end sbout 36 feet to the right of L.e tragk and in
aentagt with the froad end ¢f tre followlng sleeper, whloh
el20 remained npright, The two [ollewing €leeping surs
remained on the roadded, but had thelr trucks derviled,

The track wam torn up for a distunce of 310 feet from the
awitoh freg, Hoth the englineman and firemaw wers killed
in the dersilment. The weather ut the time was allghtly
gloudy and hssy.

Approsaning the point of dersllment from the somth,
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the treok is tengent for over three miles, on & glightly
desoending grade and at the point ¢f dersllment ls 1ald

on 8 10=foot £11l, The trsck in the vielnity of the ancle
dent, ineludipg the turnout to the aiding, consinte of 90
1b, ateel rulle, 53 feet in length, laid in 1914, 20 ocak ties
L0 esgb ruil wegiion, tie=pluted and single~spiked wnd bale
losted with about 12 inahes of gravels, The iraok was in
good condition. “he slide trmok i construoted of 66 1b,
stesl rulle, 30 feet in length, 15 tlea to euch rzil seow
tien, cn a 1l ght mized ballevt &nd ln only fair conditiem,.
The first marks of deraliment a;pesred st a point 3 feet bgw
yord the heel of the frog, on the inside 90 1b, rell, whieh
wad torned over und twisted, dve 10 the trein entering the
flding w% & high rate of mpoed,

Conduotor George, of trsuin Ho, B, stated that he
wot in the fifth cer from the engine at ¢he time of the des
rellment, After the zocident ke exumingd the peeslng brugk
awlitch and feind 1t set for the passing tracz znd logked
open, He examined the awitoh loak, but 4 sould mot be
unfagtencd. The switgh light wus not durning., He stated
thet, while the sonneating red of the awiteh wua bent, the
pelteh polnte were 0% bent, but bore merzs amhowing that
the fTlange of 4 wheel hud uhafed them, indlauiing to him
thut the switoh had been run through by & southbound train.
Tho switeh polnta had good contset and lined up perfectly
with the rumning rail,
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Flagman Eing, of train Ho. 2, otated thut he wes
in the rear sleeper und notlesd three ¢r four shogks oOF
surges of the train Jjust preoceding the dernilment, aftur
the socldent he went baek paet the switeh, noted that 1t wase
set for the passink traek, flsshed his lentern on the awitaeh
lamp, and notiged tnat 1t was not tmrning,

Fngineman Folan end Flreman Hsehnel, of southbonnd
passongoy traln Wo. 3, which pmgmed over ihls swltioh sometine
between 1l.44 p.m. and 12.0B a.m., stated thet their apeed
at this point was sbout 40 miles per hour snd the switaeh
1ight apperred to them to be burming very dlmly, uwlthough
they were not certain it was durning at all,

Plapataher Hrandon stuted that no trains hed used
the pagaing traek at Chelsea during the previous eight houwasj
the lzat northvound treizn to0 .oa8 over this awltoh was frelight
train Mo, 60, which raseed Chelsea 2% aboutb 7.20 p.n. end the
luset southbound train over this swiitoh wus paasenger traln
¥o. 3, which pageed Chelwea shortly b .fore midnixzhs,

Roadmaster Duvis atated that, due %0 $he feat Lhut
the comnecting red wss beat and from wmall merks on $he
swl %ob. points, in hip opinion the =witak had been et for
the pemeing traok and hsd besn run tarough by a southboumd
train, He ingpeoted the awitoh after the aecident and thought

the ben¥y cornmeotling rod held the polnte away frow the rulla

a
sufficlent dlstance to permit the entrance of tne wheel fleonges
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without bending the switch peints. After the gars had Deen
removed from the treek, he aitempted to line the ewiteh baek
10 the muin traeck, but beasuse of the bont eonmecting rod,
aould net get the switoh lever down, He aleo gauped the
traok, took levels for superelevation, andi found the traek
in Tirst ola;s sondition. He exomined the pwitoh lamp and
found that the wiex had besn turned down into the founta.

Zeotion rouroman MHaher stoted thnt the lust imspeg~
tiom of the south ewitoh a4t Chelsea wua made by hla two moIRw
ings bsfore the ageident, ut which time he obrerved nothing
wrengy ‘the lamp was mell olesned end had been fMlled with oll
the daoy before taec soegldemt, 7hen he examined the switeh he
found the conneating vod bent st about Lt conter and in his
epinien the awlteh had besn runm through, He did not know
whether the awitoh look would work or not, but the oateh of
the awitelh look showed evidenoe of having besn hummered, ns
it wue bent, He examined 1t with the spealal mgent and noted
1te bettered oonditiom,

dpeclal sgent Niagee statoed that he wia riding im
the gegond osr of train Ko. 2 and that ne was not injured in
the noeident, but wus knogsed a 1ittls dissy by the aheak,
after getting omt on tae ground, he went down to the wwiteh
and feund 1t limed for tre passing Syusk and the gonneating
rod bend, The awltch lamp wne oub and he jfound tbe wiok had
been fturned down into the fount, He found the pwitoh losk

Qpen, but in place, The loek hud the appsarange of having
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been hommersd znd buttered, He cloecd the logk snd then,
apon pullirgon it, 1% flew open aguin, He found a bolt, with
& pat om 1t, whick he togk to be 3 dreft bolt, lying on the
uwiteh 811l by the switeh and thle bolt showed avidence of
having been strugr ageinst 8duething.

Lamp Tendey Joekeon stuted thuat at 5.15 p.ms On the
day before the zcoldent e lefi the south switeh &t Chelses,
after havine filled the reserveir of the lamp wlth oli,
trimmed the wick and adjusted the light:. Ho slsc obaorved
thet the awiteh was loaked ¢ tie naln 1iné and the look in
place,

Thie acoldent wsg gawsed by train Ye. £ rumning invo
an open fauing polnt switeh, resulting in the dersilment of
the truin, This investligatlion disclosed that northbound
frelght train Vo, &0 puzzed pafely over thie switeh leass than
five hours previous %o this depuilment and twai Southbound
passengey train NHe. 3 had pesced over the switeh less than
&0 winutes prior to the socident end notiged motiing wrong with
the switoh at that time, Yo smployee of thiep oompuny used
this switoh between thnt %ime and time of \the dersiluent, The
facta that the switel: hud peen set for the paening track and
logkes in thet position and tne wick in the aignel lamp turnad

doewn until the switebh light wua exblngulahed, indicate conalpe
sively that thie switeh wse delibverately cpened by some une
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authorized person with malioloua intent,

Bhe fpot tuat the trein inveived in thie scoident
wag composed of curs of all-stesl comsiruation undomnbiaedly
minimiged the fetulities and samphusiser tihe vuperlier prolepg-
tiom afforded iravelers umporn rellrveds by this clsas of squip-
nent.

A1l of the employeen involved were experiensed men
with good reeords, and st the time of the soeident had besn
on duty about 66 minutes.
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