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On Jw:e 3, 1918, there m e a derailment of & 
p&aasng-er tr&ln on the Missouri P&eifie 3&ilw*y, near 
Qkelssa, rk* , which resulted in the death of £ employees 
anJl injuries to 5? pas severs and T employees. After in** 
veetig&tion the Chief of the Bureau of Safety reports as 
follows I 

The l*lttle iioofc aistriot o£ ths Arkansas Divi­
sion of the &isasurl ^aoifia rtailro&d, oa which this ae» 
el dent ©qemrred, is & slnfle-tr&ak line* over which train 
aovassents are governed by time*table s,n4 train orders, sup­
plemented by & ta&nu&l blook signal system* 

She train involved in this aooident ms north­
bound paessnger train no* 8, en route froa tfan A n t o n i o , 
Tax*, to ot* louia, H Q , It eensieted. of looostotive $413, 
one oorafei nation baggage and s-.asking oar, one eh&lr ear, 
one dining o&r, five oilman slosplng oars, one oh«lr A A R 

and three ''UHaum sleepers, In the order named, all being 
of steel eonstruation, <*nd « i in ohurgs of Qonduetor Coorge 
and snglnscifen Derrington* 'Shin train left ^Pemrkana., T A X * 

at 11.31 p«m.* 41 minutea late, parsed Hope, ark*, 3£*04 
ail©© north, where southbound passenger train L A * 3 was ^et, 
at IE*la a*©*, 43 sdnutee late. it Ohelsaa, 3*15 ailee 
north of Hops, tne faslig point swltoh leading to a pissing 



eidln - being open. He. 2 entered the y&ssing aldln aa& 
was derailed at about 12.20 a.ni., while running at & a peed 
eatlwated to hare been about 60 sailes an hoar* 

Bsoeptlng the three rear coachsc, the entire 
train was derailed and came to rait on the right hand side 
of tne traek. ?he loso&otlve traveled a distance of 630 
feet froa the initial f,aist of derailment and cam© to rest 
en lte right side at the bottora of the fill, in a diagonal 
position, lte front and about l£ foot from the traek. the 
tender was torn from the locomotive and ewe to rest ia a 
reversed and inverted j>Qeltiont parallel with the looo»o-
tlvo* The combination baggage aad smoking ear. ohair oar 
and first .•ullman oar rested in an upright position at 
right angles to the traek* the dining oar lay on Its side, 
squarely across the track, with Its front end elsvatod* 
Tha second ^oilman o«,r, the fifth car la the trala, rs~ 
taa 1 nod upright with its front end on the euba&kAontt with 
its rear end about » feet to the right of w e track and in 
contaot with the front end of tho following sleeper, which 
also regained upright. the two Colic win*; sleeping a&ro 
rwmiasd en the roadbed, but b»d their tracks derailed, 
^he traek f»i torn ap for a distance of 310 feat from the 
a wit oh frog, Both the eiigincjein and fireiaaK were killed 
In the derailment. the weather at the time mm slightly 
Qloady and hasy. 

broaching the point of iorallBtent from the south* 



fell© track Is tangent for o w three milei, oa a §llghtljr 
descending grade and at the point of derailment ie laid 
on a 10-foot fill* The track In the vicinity of tha aeei­
dent, ineladlng the turnout to the aiding* consists of 90 
lb* steel rails, m loot In length, laid in If14, SO oak tiss 
to eaoh rail sootion, tie-plutod and single-spiked sod sal* 
lasted with about ia Inches of gravel* ?ha track was ia 
good condition* The aide track is constructed of 56 It* 
stool rails. SO feet in length, 16 ties to each rail BOO* 
tien, en a 1 ght mixed ballast and in only fair condition, 
the first marks of derailment ii; pen rod at a point 3 foot bo* 
yond the heel of the frog* on the inside 90 lb* rail, which 
was turaod over and twisted, das to the train entering the 
aiding i*% a high rats of speed* 

Condaotor Seorge, of train lo* 8, stated that ho 
was in the fifth ear froa the engine at the tlao cf the do* 
raliment* After the sooidsnt he esutinod the Rasing track 
switch and fstaid It set for the passing track and locked 
open* He examined the switch look, but it could act so 
unfastened* The switch light was not taming. lie eta ted 
that, while the oonneotlng red of the switch was boat, too 
switch points were ;ot bent, bat bore aar£s showing that 
the flange of a wheel ht»d chafed them, Indian Uug to him 
that the switch had been run through oy a southbound train* 
ffco switch points had good contact and lined up perfectly 
with the running rail* 



FUgsaaa Sing, of train So, S, stated that he was 
In the rear sleeper and notleed three or four shoefcs or 
surges of the train Just preceding the derailment, Aft^r 
the aooident h® went bask past the swlteh, noted that it wan 
set for the passing traok, flashed his lantern oa the swit oh 
lamp, and noticed taat it m s net burning* 

SJngiriesan Solan and Fireman K&ehnsl, of southbound 
passenger train *** 3, whloh passed over this awlteh sometime 

between 11*44 p.m. and IB,Go a*m#t stated that their speed 
at this point was about 40 miles per hour and the awlten 
light appeared to them to be burning very dimly, although 
they were not oertain it was burning sat all* 

DlBputoher Brandon stated that no trains had used 
the parsing track at Ohelsea during the previous eight hours; 
th*" lest northbound train to -ASS over this switch wus freight 
train Mo, 60, whlah passed Chelsea at about 7*2® p*m* and the 
last southbound train over this switoh was passenger train 
So* 3, which passed Chelsea shortly bufere midnight* 

Boa&eaaster Davis stated that, due to the fast that 
the oonneotlng rod w&s bent and from small ssvrfcs on the 
switoh points, in his opinion the switoh had been set for 
the passing traofe and had been run tnrough by a aouthbound 
train* He inspected the switoh after the aooident and thought 
th© bent oonneotlng rod held the point® away from the rails 

suffioient dlitane© to permit th© antranee of tne wheel f l a k e s 



without bending the » witch points. attar the car a had been 
removed from the traek, he attempted to line the switch back 
to the main track, hut because cf the bent connecting rod* 
JOaid not got the switch lever down. Ho alee gauged the 
track, took levels for superelevation, end found the truck 
In first class condition. He examined the switch la*p and 
found that the wick had been turned down Into the fount* 

Section fcoroaan liaher stated that the last inspec­
tion of the south switch at ,1a els ©a was sado by hla two morxt* 
lags before tae accident, it. which time ho observed nothing 
wrongi the lamp wus well • loaned and had boon filled wits, oil 
the day before t-«e accident, man he examined the a witch ho 
found the oosnooting rod bont at about ite center and in his 
opinion the switch hod boon run through* He did not know 
whether the ewitoh lock ^ould work or not, but the catch of 
the switch look showed evidence of having boon haiaoered, as 
It wao bont* He examined it with the special agent and noted 
Its bettered condition* 

Special Agent m^m stated that ho was riding in 
the second car of train So. £ end teat no was not injured in 
the accident, but wus knocked a little dlsey by the chock* 
4ft®r getting out on tne ground* ho wont down to the *witao 
and fommd it lined for tne massing track and the connecting 
rod bont* Th© switch l&asp WHS cut and he found tbo wick had 
boon toned down Into the fount* He found the switch look 

O.ooat but in place * fas lock had th© apooarance cf having 



s»en hasnered and buttered* He oioecd the look ana then* 
apon pulliig on it. It flew open aguln. He found a bolt, & th 
a nut oa It, whioh he took to be a draft bolt, lyins on tke 
awitoh 8111 by the switeh and thle holt ehoiwd evidence of 
having been strue& against eceae thing* 

Lamp Tender dasksen stated that, at £.1$ P*B* on the 
day before the aooident he left the south ewitoh at Chelsea* 
after having filled the reservoir of the laatp with oil, 
trijsfted the wiak and adjusted the light* Ho aleo observed 
that the switeh was looked to the main line and the look in 
plaoe, 

Thia aooident w&s o&used by train He* £ running into 
an open facing point switeh, resulting in the derailment of 
the train, Skis investigation diaoloseu that northbound 
freight train J?a* 60 paaaed safely over this switeh less than 
five hours previous to this* d<*ralla«nt and tunt southbound 
passenger train He. 3 had passed over the switch lese than 
20 alettes prior to the aooident and /sotieed nothing wrong with 
the a wit oh at that time* Be employee af thia eeapany used 
this awltoh between that time and tlae of \the derailment* ?*e 
facts that the switeh had been set for the passing fcraok and 
lookaa in that position ant tne wiek in the signal lamp turned 
down until the switeh light m a estlttguished, Indieate oonolu-
Sively that thle switeh waa deliberately opened by asm un~ 



authorised person with laalieioua in tent* 
fh# fiaat tii&t tfc© train Involve* In thia aooident 

vaa composed af e>ra ©f all-steal aonatruotion undoubiadly 
minimised the fatalities and emphasises the amperior protee-
tion afforded travelers upon railroads by thia al&as of equlp-
taent* 

All of the employees Involves were experienesd m*n 
with good reoorde, and at the time of the aooident had been 
on duty about 66 ainutea. 

WSJ, 


