
tit re Investigation of Accident en ttkft̂ 1ll**wi 
?eelfie Railway near Serge?* Jfo*. *fc 

July S« 1919* •.." '••f -; 

m *^ty 8ft 1013, there «•«* « derailnent of A pneeenger 
train en tha Missouri Faoiflo Railway ft««* Serger, «*>•* 
which resulted in tha death cf % enpley** end the injury of 
49 passengers end 1 employee* • -

after investigation ef thle accident, in which inreatl-
f«ties Ihe Public service Co&nleelen ef #£*$Bu?i dneperated, 
he Chief la specter #f gaiety Appliance a cube it a the follow
ing report! . 

Westbouna* passenger train tfo. A was en rente froa St. 
teule, to San fr&noleoo, del. Xt consisted ef ten sell 
ears, one eeggage car, one eoaah, one ahnlr ear, one tourist 
nlecping ear, one dining car and two PuXlnatt sleeping ears, 
in the order given, hauled by locomotive »e# €400* end ens 
in charge of w'endueter O'Srien end Snsrinenan Seyera, fhis 
train left at. J*euie at OiO0 a.m., $ ftlnute* late, pnesed 
Etlah, tie., at 11i08 a.».» 6 nlnutee late, end was derailed 
et a point about 3 ullee vest ef fttlnh. at lit IS while 
running nt a speed of 4& ntlee per new* 

The engine ran along the top ef the fill nt this point 
for about 400 feet before turning ever end going down the 
enbanfcaent, which at this point wee nheut $ feet hlgfc. The 
tender freae followed the engine, nut the tedder itself 
eeparated trim th* frewe and went deun the eJaban&Bwmt en 
the eppeslte aide. The f lret stall der stood nt the top ef 
the fill lying directly aoroea the tree*, while the eeeend 
•ell oar end the baggage car were partially upright at the 
bottom ef tlie fill, the coach elan vent down the e&baftfcaent, 
turning ever en its sic*©. The next three ©are were derailed 
but did n*t leave the track, while the two jfallnan sleeping 
ears did not leave the r&ila* 

This dlvleion of the XUaeuri Pacific Batleny le n 
single tracfc line. Trains are operated under the n*nual block 
eyatea. At the heermcr held by the Missouri Nubile Service 
Cenaleslcn, Oeneral Ho faster Harrison stated that the 
derailment occurred on a 3-degree 40 Minute curve leading 
teward the north, 404 feet in length, the euperelev&tlon of 
the outside rail being about 6-1/4 inches, The track had 
been built for a speed of 65 miles per hour, and after the 
eeeldent examination cf the trnolt on both eidee of the point 
where the deraHnent occurred' indicated that it- fen eafe for 



ft speed of 60 alle a par hour. A* thJre point the trftOk 
10 level and is laid with 05-pouBd »*eel rail*, there being 
about 19 oak ties under soon rail* The ties aro single 
eplhed and standard angle hare &r# used. Ho tie pl&fes or 
braoee aro used. The ball set Is of fthatt. Varying in 
depth from 10 to IS lnohes* Mb »low orders were in ford« 
in tho vlolnity of the eeoidsnt eth*r than the tlae-oard 
rule limiting tho speed of passenger trains to SO silos 
per hour. 

Sxasirmtion of the traete shoved that tho outside rail 
for & distance of 1$3 feet east of th* point of derailment 
WH8 as&rhed an top **nd sides of the ball In euoh u mmmr AS 
to indioats that soae part of tho online truols had fallen 
upon tho rails, Shen within about 3 feet of the point of 
derailment the outride r&ll wee found to have turned over, 
flange a&rka on the web of this rail being found for a 
distanoe of feet* 

Locomotlvo So. 640© *aa of tho Feolfio tyr̂ i having 
e total t&lght of engine and tender, ready for service, of 
403,MO pounds* ?ha engine truofc m& totally demolished, 
with the exception of the <shaela, end on thi .4 aeeount it 
was impossible to eooerttfin what, if Anything, was the 
natter *ith It, one of the *heeie srsa badly worn, but 
thoro TOO no ©th«r evidence of anything Wong with the 
fl&n&es or wheels* 

The e&uae of this aoeident could not bo definitely 
dstertalned, but on Account of the smtka and burns on the 
ball <a the rail It la believed that man port of the 
engine truoh bee&tse dofnative j*nd dropped daw on the rail, 
caustig the derailment. 


