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MI3SODHI PACIFIC JAH,aO£D AT BEHTOH. ILL. , 
OH MAHCH 27, 1919. 

April 12, 1919. 
On March £7, 1919, there waa a derailment of a 

freight tram on the Missouri raeifio Eailroad at Benton, 111., 
which resulted in the death of one employee. After investi­
gation of this accident, the Chief of the Bureau of Safety 
submits the follow log report. 

The East and .Test Branch of tho Illinois Division, 
on which this accident occurred, is a single-track line ex­
tending from G or ham to Benton, a distance of 40*34 miles. 
Train movements are governed by time table and train orders, 
no block signal system being in use. The time table direc­
tion of tram movements is north and south. At .Benton, there 
is a "Y" by means of viiioh. transfers can be made to a connec­
tion bvith fene Illinois Central Eailroad, in© accident oc­
curred on tlas aorta leg of this "Y" at a point aboj.t £75 feet 
south of the awitca leading to it from the trac£ of the Missouri 
Pacific Ball road. Jihe track on this "Y" is laid with 75-
pound rails, 30 feet in length, fd.th about 18 untreated oak 
ties under each rail. It is single-a piked, with rail braces 
on both sides of the curve at every fifth or sixth tie. The 
track is ballasted with about 12 inches of cinders, und at the 
point of derailment had o. superelevation of 2 inches. The 
grade at tne north switch is .Z'dfr ascending for southbound 
trains and then increases until at the point of derailment it 
is 1.35> ascending. The weather WJ.S clear. 



Southbound freight train So, 893 cons la ted of 36 ears 
and a combination ooaoh, hauled by engine 470* It was In 
charge of Gonduotor Mason and Bngineman y ho man, and was en 
route from Gerham to its terminal at Benton* It stopped at 
a point north of the "Y" at about 6.00 p.m., 1 hour late. On 
the head end of the train there were 19 oars of coal for de­
livery to the Illinois Central Hailroad. Ihe first 10 oars 
were out off and the engine hauled, them through the "Y" and 
delivered them to the Illinois Central connection. ?ne engine 
then returned light, out off the remaining 9 cars of coal, and 
was en route over the "Y" to the Illinois Central connection 
when the derailment ooourred, at about 6.35 p.m. The speed at 
the tiuie of derailment was estimatej to have been 12 or 15 miles 
an hour* 

Sngine 470 turned over to the left, coming to a stop 
with its head end about 75 feet beyond the initial point of 
derailment. Th® tender was also turned over to the left* 
Of the balanoa of the train, only the fommrd trucks of the 
first oar were derailed. Tne employee killed Wb.3 the fireman, 
who WttS found partially buried under the tender. 

Examine ti on jf the traok showed the initial point of 
derailment to have been at a point about 33-l/s inches fron the 
receiving end of a rail on the left or high side of the curve, 
at xrhich point there was a break in the rail extending practi­
cally straight down from the top to the bottom. There was 
also another break in the rail 39 inohes from tho leaving end, 
whioh latter break apparently wcs caused by the engine after it 
had been derailed. examination of the initial break showed 



there was an old crack in the rail, this crack commencing 
ia the head and extending through a part of the web and base, 
being about 2-1/2 inches wide in the base* I'here were no 
marks on the rail to indicate when or by whom it was manufac­
tured, and on aecount of the " F being considered as a side 
track, the railroad had no r eoori showing ah en it was laid* 
She H T * was built in 1907. Sails in tbe immediate vicinity 
of the failed rail were mad© by the Carnegie utesl Company* 

TSngineman Showman etated that on the first trip around 
the "Y n he did not feel anything indicating rougn traok or a 
broken rail. "h© speed at the time of derailment « s abc at 
12 miles an hour, and he aald that he thought the lead truoko 
were the first to derail* 

"onduotor Fason was In the combination coach at the 
time of the derailment. Upon reaching th© scene, he examined 
the track and found the broken rail on the left side. A part 
of th© surface of th© Initial break w i is bright, -aliile a part 
of it was rusty, indicating an old break* 2NO old break *»e 
in the head, web and base, extending do mi into tL.e base about 
l/S inch, with a width u.% that point of e/ooat Z inches. Jde 
did not find any other defects'"in cither traok or equipment, 

Brakeman S&n&ere a toted that on examining the broken 
rail he found an old break extending from the head down into 
the base. He estimated the speed y.t the time of derailment to 
have been 12 or 16 miles an hour* when the first cut of cars 
was hauled over the "Y" be did not notioe anything wrong with 
the track. Brakeman Parnell also stated that he noticed, nothing 



wrong with, the track when the first out of oars passed over it* 
Brakeman Ross estiva led the speed to have been from IS to 15 
miles an uour &t the time of derailment. He examined the 
broken rail and found signs of an old break in the lower part 
of the web and •upper part of the base. He also stated that he 
noticed nothing wrong when the "Y* was first used* 

Section Foreman Sroughton reached the scene of aaoi-
dent about 15 or 20 minutes after its occurrence, ani on ex­
amining th© traok found the accident to have been caused by a 
broken rail. There was a. era ok of 3/4 inch in the outside of 
the heed, and 1 inch in the lower part of the web, extending 
down into the base about l/s inoh and spreading out in the 
center of the base about £-1/4 inches, Ee said he had in­
spected the traok on the day preceding the aooldent, but did. not 
deteot anything wrong, £na gauge of th© traok at the point of 
derailment measured 4 feet 6-3/4 inches, and the superelevation 
2 inches. He did not knav when the rail was placed i» the track. 

This accident v̂as caused by a broken rail, the break­
ing of tho rail at this particular time apparently being due to 
the presence of on old orack whioft embraced considerable portions 
of the head, web a.nd base of the rail. 

.it the time of the aooident, all of the members of 
the orew of train 893 had been on duty about IS hours after a 
period off duty of about 11 hours. 


