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II* E E I&T... TIOACIUJ OF A.* A O O l U K t f ? *> f ICH 0 0 J t f f ikUD 
Gfl 2 ; 4 l i . ^ .jU-lii-lE, s r . FAUL & SAGVJ: S I S . s a u u s 
x u . I L £gw. . i rfoJi-V i 3 i £ 3 3 C , " . I S . . MAIiOH 1 9 , 1 9 B 0 . 

J a n e 4 ( 1 9 2 0 . 

u n U & r c h 1 9 , 1 9 £ 0 , t h e r e w a s a h e a £ - e n & o o l l i e i o n b e -

t w e n t w o f r e i / t f i t t r a i l * o n t h e k i n m a p o l i e , fct« P a u l ft S a u l t 

S t c . r a i l w a y n e a r H o n e y C r o a t s , > < i e . f w h i c h r e w.i 1 t e d i n 

t h e d e a t h of £ e m p l o y e e s a n d t h e I n j u r y o f 4 e m p l o y e e s . A f t e r 

i n r o a t i ^ a t l o . i o t t h i s s o o i d e n t t h e O u e f o l t h © T u r e e n o f s a f e ­

t y r e p o r t s & e r o l l o w a : 

V p a r t o f t h o 4 o u t h e r » t J i e t r i o t o f t h e O h i o a g o i > l -

Tlcion o n w 'niof t h o oooLd^ut o o o u r r e d , k n o w n a « t h e ' M r & t J i e -

t r l o t , i e a s i n g l e - t r a d e H o e e x t e J a u l i * ? b e t w e e n J h i o & g o , 1 1 1 . , 

a n d . S h o p s X a r d , n e a r J*OM I » a c , I F . , a d i s t a n c e o f 1 6 6 * 4 

m i l e a . ' J T H L U a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s t r a n s ­

m i t t e r , a y t e l t p h o n r t a<n. t m a n u a l b i o o k - a i # n a l s y s t e m * 

A p p r e c i a b l y t ^ e p o i i i t of a c c i d e n t f r o m t h e e a a t t h e 

t r t o k i s t a n g e n t f o r a u i o t a n o e >f 4 , 6 0 0 f e e t t t h e g r a d e l a 

1 . 0 4 p e r c a n t d e a o e n i n r f o r £ , 2 0 0 f e a t . A p p r o a c h i n g f r o a t h e 

w e e t t h e r e l a a t a n g e n t a b o u t £ , 8 0 0 f e e t i n l e n g t h a n d a c u r v e 

t o t n e r i g h t v a r y i n g f r o m 8 ° 4 6 ' t o 5 ° S O 1 , t h i s c u r v e b e i n g 

8 3 3 f e e t i n l e n g t h . * h i e i e f o l l o w e d b y 9 7 7 f e a t o f t a n g e n t , 

a 2 0 ' c u r v e t o t h p r i r h t 4 0 7 f e e t i n l e n g t h , t*ua 1 7 4 f e e t o f 

t e n g e c t t o tho p o i n t of a o o i a t n t . 3 h e g r e d e i s a e o e n d i n f f r o m 

a p o i r l tabout 2 , 1 6 0 f e e t w e r t , the m a x i m u m g r a d i e n t b e i n g 1 . 0 4 

p e r o e j a t . T h e v i e w i e o b s c u r e d u n t i l w i t h i n 1 , 6 0 0 f e a t w e s t o f 
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t J » point of accident* The veatnr r was f o p g y and e l e e t m i fall* 
irif a t t h e tiac or t r i e aoojdeiit. 

westbound THLRT'-olfiBs freight train S i constated 
o f an engine, 41 cars and a caboose, ANA wan en route from Chi­
cago to Pond JU Lao, LN ohi'XGE of Cortf rotor A^tferaon a n d £nplft6~ 
man Fleoher* A t ^a*e Villa, 86.7 mileB east of done^ Creek, t h e 

erew received trpin order J.O» 21 , reading as follows: 

Engine £440 r u n e x t r a M a u k e a h a t o 
<HEELING has r i g h t orer i i o . £ 3 <AOKBEHA 

t o Siding 74." 

Siding H I s 4 . 3 utiles eaet of jione> Jrcek. A t B u r l i n g t o n , 6 
HIILEFL east OF TTONE> Creek, the o r e w reoeived train order ,<o. 57, 
r e a d ! IT ae foi l o w e: 

"i . x t r a £440 eaet take e l d l j^r s e a t 
£*o. S 3 at ^akc iSeulah*" 

I*a£-e Beul&h la 6 alle B west of d.o\ixeek. .rain jio. £ 3 left 
B u r l i n g t o n at shout 8130 a. m » , paeee d Hotey ^ T E ek AT 8j40 a* m* , 
ans at about 8;45 a* KU oollidetf ^ith extra £448 at a point about 
1-L/fc miles west of tfent-y Ore^k* 

^aetbouzid F R E I G H T train extra 244t), o o n s i a t i i ^ o f aa 
engine, 3TT O A R S A N A A csbooae, W A S en rout© FROM 3hops lard t o 

Chloego, in oh&rre ai Conductor Otiw an* <.>»»>-Ue S & R< .FINARON. A t 

."ugby JuiOtio.i, 40 iflilee west of lioney Creek, the tfrew received 
a o o P Y o f train order o» A , previously quoted. At Vernon, 

1 3 . 2 miles west of Ho.ey Creek, the orew reoeived a olearanoe 
eard apeelfyin^ th't there were two train ordeiR for thie train, 

I^08• E2 and 284, hut making no mention of trein order So. 57, 

which fixed the Beetle point vith train ^ G . S 3 at Lake Beulah, 
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t h e n e x t eteticn htyond Vernon. *he f a - a t b o u n c t r a i n - o r d e r e e a r d 

a t l*ke i J e u l a h w a s dlepl^ix^ a uietir i n d i e atior. a n d t h e t r n i n 

p a e e e d that point without stopping. '• uile traveling a t a e p e e d 

of a o o u t ZO m i l e a an hour e x t r a 3 4 4 6 w a s f l a g g e d by a a e o t i o n 

«an who w a o in a position to see boon train a apsroeohlng and the 
e n ^ . .TO m a n b a i reduoed th* t ^ e e a t o » & o u t SO m i l e s an h o u r when 
the trtiixi a o l l i d f t d with train Lo. £ 0 . 

Both eat J M © [ wre aerui te i , OTSX rera&inuu upright en 
te.o rotfUbftrt i n k O A U I J oemup,en eonuttion. Several o a r e w e r e 

dexilifd ano SNORE or l«e« b^ly AAJN god. tfha employees killed 
*j?er ? the ILi£irte;AAN ^-I-J bzakemar. ox train - O . 2 3 * 

I ' l a i i i . order no* it waa rn.DE oomplete to tjcuii* J o * 2 3 

nt torli.F,Kt<.m at V.o£ a. a. ^iuoat ofoer fibster stated uhat h e 

o a J U e t * O P E R A T O R A A I , *iurlliîR o,i &x* V<.r JOI*at .-bout 7 « 4 8 a* a« 
itor t ic ptu po:je oi .sau^^- the orde. , arii Uien told tnem to wait 
& M I N U T E , aoaeinau , ^ V I U . developer which required h l n to i e e u e 

a uiai*- oruc r to OULU-r traliia* he xt curnea to ti» telephone a t 

about a* ,n., O , I ^ L to ine oatj-G^ort over the telephone a a d 

understjoj D O T A o- them to mi e w e r ; be t f c e n i e e u e d t r a i n o r d e r flo. 
3 7 . A T thifc tirue no S baay in jaasiî . t.* traaafer for t h e dis­
patcher who *u& to rail ve HI.a, and thinking fch&t the operator 
a t Ye AVION wo.ILU rep SAB tne order within a f e w aeoouda he w e n t 

ahti&I with toe tr& N B I O R In. an endeavor to complete it on t i m e . 

A t 6 * 0 0 a. n . .Dispatcher Burger waat on duty; at tnat t i m e he 
h & U not cheeked the tranefer, ANA a e Jie w a e attend!^ to t h i a . 

Operator anettl, located at Yeruon, 0ailed idea at e i i e r B u r g e r t o 

inquire if u n a r e were any otho r orders f o r the 0 row o f e x t r a K 4 4 S . 
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A t T H I S t i m e D i s p a t c h e r v t e b e t o r w a s l o o k i n g o v e r h i e s h o u l d e r AND 

HE a s k e d D i s p a t c h e r We b e t e r IF t r a i n o r d e r * H o . £ 2 a n d £ 8 4 VARA ALL 

t h e o r d e r s f o r t h a t t r a i n , t o w h i c h D i s p a t c h e r W e b s t e r r e p l i e d i n 

t h e AFFIX s a t i r e , a n d D i s p a t c h e r B u r g e r e o I n f o ROE d O p e r a t o r P a n e t t i . 

D i e p a t o h e r i o b s t e r o v e r l o o k e d t h e f a o t t h a t t r a i n o r d e r H o . 3 7 HAD 

n o t b e e n d e l i v e r e d t o e x t r a £ 4 4 6 n o r r e p e a t e d b y O p e r a t o r F a n s t t i , 

a n d D i s p a t c h e r 3 u r g e r d i d n o t t h e n h a v e t h e s i t u a t i o n c l e a r l y 

e n o u g h i n m i n d t o d e t e c t t h e e r r o r * D i s p a t c h e r B u r g e r c o m p l e t e d 

c h e e k i n g t h e t r a n s f e r a t a b o u t 8 . 1 0 a * a . , a t w h i c h t i n e D i s p a t ONE R 

W e b s t e r l e f t t h e o f f l o e * A b o u t £ 0 o r 2 6 m i n u t e s a f t e r D i s p a t ONE R 

W e b s t e r h a d d e p a r t e d , D i s p a t c h e r B u r g e r , i n g o i n g o v e r t h e t r a n s f e r 

i n h i s m i n d , w a s u n d e r t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e s e t w o t r a i n s w e r e TO 

• s e t a t L u k e B e u l a h , b u t a l t h o u g h t h e o r d e r w h i c h s h o u l d HAVE B E E N 

i s s u e d t o e x t r a £ 4 4 8 a t V e r n o n w a s s h o w n o n t h e t r a n s f e r , IT w a s NOT 

u n t i l t r a i n S o . S 3 a n d e x t r a £ 4 4 8 h a d b e e n r e p o r t e d s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 

AS p a s s i n g H o n e y C r e e k a n d L a k e B e u l a h . r e s p e c t i v e l y , t h a t H E SUS­

p e c t e d s o m e t h i n g w a s w r o n g . He c a l l e d t h e o p e r a t o r a t H o n e y C r e e k 

TO s e e i f t r a i n i f o . £3 h a d s t o p p e d AT t h e w e s t s w i t c h a n d THEN EEL LA A 

THE o p e r a t o r a t L a k e B e u l a h t o VERITY THE r e p o r t OF t h e e a s t b o u n d EX­

t r a p a s s i n g t h a t p o i n t . HE t h e n r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e t r a i n s w e r e GOING 

t o m e e t o n s i n g l e t r & o k a n d c a l l e d t h e o p e r a t o r a t V e r n o n t o S E E I F 

e x t r a £ 4 4 8 h a d r e c e i v e d t r a i n o r d e r flo. 8 7 . A f t e r l o o k l t o g t h r o u g h 

t h e f i l e O p e r a t o r L a w y e r , w h o h a d r e l i e v e d O p e r a t o r P a n e t t i , t o l d 

h i m t h a t t h e r e w a s n o r e c o r d o f t h e o r d e r . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s t a t e m e n t O F O p e r a t o r P a n e t t i h e W A S 

s w e e p i n g t h e o f . i c e b e t w e e n 7 . 4 6 * a i a . a n d 7 . 5 6 a . m . , a n d DUR? -

t h i s t i m e t h e t e l e p h o n e b e l l d i d n o i , r i n g . HE r e p o r t e d A t r a i n 

p a s s i n g V e r n o n b e t w e e n 7 . 4 0 a . m . a n d 7 . 4 5 a . M . , a n d D I D NOT 
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talk to the dispatcher e^ein until about 7.55 a * a*, when h e in­
quired whether tho RE -were J<ny further ordera for extra £ 4 4 9 . T h e 

operator who wee on duty at Burling to n heara the ultpatoher eay 
" 1 9 copy 8 for ^o. 23 you ann Vernon," hut did not hear the oper­
ator at Vernon answer* and did not reraember wne th r or not that 
o^rntor repeated the order, neither diu HE remcmorr checking the 
order «B it waa REP^p.tflS by the other oper&tor, although on hie 
oo-ny OF the order he *d indioateit that it ifcd been, oheoked with 
the 0*5era tor at Vernon. 

Sale accident was o*ASBOD by the failure of Aepataher 
abater to is sua to the crew f extra 2 4 4 8 tne order which oh nged 
the raeetifw point of thet train with train 23, re salting in a 
lap order. 

.ie -*> toner -obster'a error oocurren shortly before the 
termination of HIN ORI OI of duty, at a tine %hen he was aakinff 
U P th?- i?,iataher *e transfer prenarator,, to ^einf relieved* 
Jiepatoher -cbeter'a etutearnt, in whioh he aoknowledgea full re­
sponsibility In the *tter, indicates T nt T he was largely eon-
eer^ea ct that ti^E in completing the trn/eft r reeoi d and fOing 
off duty nroaantly at the expiration of his trick. Tne tent! of re-
inirinp *he operator at Vernon to repeat the order to htin immed­
iately after it & en la^Ufri , he proceeded with hie o%HRR work 
and evidently forgot *J 1 about that o rdej , no twithatsreung the 
operator's i > 7 U i r y as to furtnrr orders for extra 244 &, whioh waa 
refer re: to ^.ieoateher eaeUer by jJî T̂.toher 'JTUYEX i;U£»oi> tely 
after he **r< taken UH*<r E jf THE rtiapatohm^ riutriot. Jiepatoher 
.ebeter HEN been employee aa a troin cieu^itohcr since 1917, hav-
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ing had previous experience as an operator si no* 191". 
It la ©vident from Jiepatoher hirger'B statement that 

he did not have the condition? on hie dispatching district clear­
ly in mind until a consider obla time interval after he had re­
lieved Dispatcher *ebeter* Ha ha a not checked the orders or Die-
pa to er cbs ter 'e transfer before beginning his trick, and he was 
not certain of the .nf>efcin£ point fox extra 2446 and train Uo* 23 
until extra 2448 ha a easeed the r»etir^r point and train ,«o* £3 
had passed the la&t static, eeet of t^e ueetirur point, approxi­
mately 37 minutes utter he ht>t\ aeen on duty, ilafi dispatcher Bur­
ger jafcde a pro-o^r oheote oi the transfer and orders before assum­
ing oh or as of hie dispatching diatriot, hp would no doubt have 
diecoycrcu the « rror in ample tlsa© t-> heve averted the aeoiderrt« 

hi e therp ie a fcrm of manual block-system in use on 
thia ll&r, it applies orly to trains operating in the gatus dired-
tion, oppoeii.# movew nte bei- handled as in this case by means 
of train orders. The rouble train-order system is used. I»ate* 
Beulah is a day oi Cloe; the accident probably would have been 
prevented If the middle-order syato^ had been ueed and the meet 
order had beeri leeupd to the ooeratcr at the meeting point as 
well as to the t^au*? involved. 

2hc tratfio on thla dlvitslo. I F i*el levari to be of auf-
fioient density t-i warrant the -is* of a block system affording 
protection for traffic in both directions; had an adequate block 
syatsm b^en in use, ap^lyln- to opposing as well following 
trains, this accident no doubt votui* taa l have Oo our red. 


