
Ko. Iff 
la re tavsstigastiJit of aoetaextt on ttia Ulnnea,>Qli* 

& &t* Luuia #'..\:l/042 «t Stea&boat I.oefc, Iowa, 
Oil 2£&ra& 4, 12X3, 

Os iin̂ afc 4, v. c a ̂ i^r^w: oalli ;ion between 
two ft ».*ftbo*4 C ̂ i^tr „ ~ s a ^ n ifco atlnutv.; &lic & i^uls 
ftnllroa: at Stafusboat fcoo&j *o\v\i# r*r siting in t&s d-̂ th t«£ S 

investigation of tfela a«ioi<ioat th& Gblef laapootor 
of Safety li*moaa rc/erta a# £olXo<»-e; 

T?&© £i?#t d*&t.ria& of t*>& Zast̂ ra Blviyioa cf tfc* &i»€>6-
^oXis & 3t» tov-i« Ilr^ad, upon r&iab this ftooilfcmt ooourred, 
la a t̂â la-tr-scy. Hue #*t#a :Xa& bfftwosft Alters HiRji»t atad &&?3&-3ll$o ix» &o*te« a :>l0titnoe or l£4«? all*©* Tmiaa are oj/*r-
atod un&#r tbo tsr ifi or£er r-ystoc. -Hbout Vloo& sig»ula« 

trains involves êx-a ejrtr«* frni^ht train 435 aod rftgulnv 

#jct;r& w*» « atoaK w oo&isl&ting of IX ctira ant' a 
f ibooafr, & uleu fey a* Ho* 4$&« this train left **ison City, 

#!45 oa tir a'to or the oollisia^ 1B ofcaraft of Coo-
-Hiotoy Curran sim! l»&la«&»p ftead^rgoa, and wac atruek Sy trttln 
Hfc» .-fcilo ataxias on tfc* ̂ xla tr̂ cfe at Sioamboat Book* a 
ot̂ tiots 56.0 from &eo& City, at about 10; 1£ «n# A$ tb© 
tin* at tte oolllaloA th» t*p©*a of train ltc» U4 fr©& IS to 
£0 alias . our* *bo caboose SJRG 4 re:*r a re af the esctre 
tr&ln vwre ft«»oilf!hsc« Thr- kill »*. ua Injuroa sendern ̂ er« 
sto«k£&eA w}» ^e^e rl^tas i« .?i>-" ô boo--̂  af tb* oirtra* 

Oa t&ft ooliislatt trsia He* §4 loft Alb*rt Loa 
on tim*? et *eu It la rgs Oott uotor Kls»«y «£4 
to^laae^a Bro^m, H&I o»4islfit«a of r>x o^r« a»a a tabooa*, ft^ui*4 
by Ko» 4&U **ole psâ «*i A\> >ô tt£'. ̂  rir«^ t^UgrupH 
#tatio3a ̂ oa& of StuiouUoat at 10 sua, tRJO lioura art flT© sin-' 
atei lat«9 au«i ̂aû e tbe ruo of f»5 faille.*, fxw Abbott to the 
i»law 3t collision In It nimbv •» «t ua a«rftg u-e«d of 3?#B all*3 tour* £h5> ,?obejvilo ru;znlu«i tor* t;tils trulu fron 
AbV̂ fit to Uto^nb^aT; B»afet a istaao of 6*8 ?Ul0s# is jalautt*a» 

oolilfllon oc^urrou at She foot of « 1*5 par *oat ̂ rat:e 
viee#*adin^ ©,,at*:vrti for a diet&aoe of about 6,500 fe«t* Ppooe»i2-
l©«t tHiWv-̂ ru from tiV rrummis of tbis grade thero 1* & 4~3«gre« 
flttm to the rl^Ut QypTOxtoEtftly 1*500 f«ct lOS«f i'Oilor̂ i by 
& out X#e$0 feet of t̂ Qftoot, maoceo4in^ whloh a»d *xt«Q4Ing to, 
aa« boyaad the foot of tt^ ̂ raSot th«*r« cit* S ourros, aft toll owes 
a S«d«$r@« o o m to tt.e loft* 0L3**dogree ourve to the right* « 
&*4«gu-o« mrm to tr.a left* ĥ«t*« tfurwft ar« approxteatoly 

In IfH^th emu t̂ «i*o Xa so appreciable tana^Kt borft̂ otm thmt 



so that ror a ̂ iataaoa of about 3 #6O0 faat at tbe a&AT aad or 
this groda there iff practio-^lly no etralgbt traok* About 500 
feet aaat of the foot of tb*> grade the traok eatera upon a brio&e 
600 fast long ever tbe Iowa ttiver* *b«RO la a tlwoooapd rule 
ll&itittg the ".peed of flight trains over tbla bridge to 10 sail a « 
£>er bonir* a»d oa curve* m& deeeeadiag grade* bottom Abbott and 
Ste.aaboet ftoek to SO miles par our* 

Coaduotor Ourran had instructions to P I ok up 4 o&ra of 
atoak at Stemboet Rook* 81* traia arriTad there betweaa SiOti 
& » D 10 o'cloak* aa# ©to 1*04 v.itb the engine just at the eajrt and 
of th© Iowa Elver bridge* It WH& tbe iatnation of Conductor 
Ourraa aad ̂agiaesssra B aderaoa to load tlx? atook at Stea&boat 
ftoofc G O to Sldora*. a station 4*3 aileo fart bar ©aat# for traia Ho* 101* a ̂ atbouad paaaaaaar tryin due at Bldora at 
iOslS* but oa ttiia <J>*te runaiag SO alauteo late- thus glTiag 
tiie extra uatil 10i26 to mfce Eldoru ©a elo&r traia 101 under 
tb© rulee* Z&atedlately after atoning Hie train Saginaraaa fieader-
aoa sounded the fciatle for thf fl^ ^ a to go back aa£ proteet 
tbs rear O F tbe t-aia* Tha ea^la© unooapled frost tbe tra?at $a^ after takiag .iter headed iato stock traok* aad It wae 
atan-'iag ia there wit lag for the et ok Lo bo loaCed \ ± & n the 
colli .'ion ,ceurred* 

Hf&oa ha eactrw ©ass© to a stop ^LAJSHTA Eoas intact lately 
atartod baok #iftb sto, eig&vl^t aa£ JJAD reached a point about 
Z$tQQ fe«t to tko re-.r of bie traia whm train Ho* 94 pasead bin* 
Tbei*e is some ooifiiot ia the e7l4eaee eoaeeraiag tha leagtb of 
time tbo ext?** etocd at ̂ te^boat Book pvovUme to tba oollialoa* 
%glm«tma S*od*r;tta plaaa^ the tisie of arrival at 9:S5 t sfciie 
Gea&uetor Ourrca aaa He 4 a Brakeauastt e»tb y suid tbe truia arrived 
there *abo«t 10 o'clock** All agreo that tbe oollialoa oaourrod 
at 10sIS* Tlagftaa ̂ oes stated thut ; a o atiauod to walk BA&Sc 
ft*m THF- TIIKE be aturtad until tr^ia Bo* $4 ahow*d up. Ha did 
aot got B E ok aa far aa the poiat U F th-'1 taagoat# }*wrart whiob 
m a ar^roxiUsataly 3*000 faet frois ah© rear of bia traia* Yfbila 
atiH O B tha ourva praaadiag tfe*» t::â cat he ato; pad for a BXKSAAT 
at a oad aroaaiag to lot a te »N ĝo by* «Tu&% th©n ha r;Ô rd traia 
Ho* IH hiatla« aa<5 ba atartod t 2MA> but tb^ train A L A O O T 
INNADI^tcly abowad up around thf> ourra, aad ba o^aia at;>pi>«d aad 
^JAV© violent atop ai^aao to th© tr&la until it ̂ aaaod him* 
-E&giaamas ftro in of traia So» 94 mid tbat b̂ea ho fir t mv& tba 
ria^aon be ma not ovar 3 oar loagtba amty* 

Ooaabator SCioaay of tmia So» 04 bad T e s ^ a laatraotloaa 
to "bitrry to lter©bttlltorat* bia train passed Abbott at 
10s 00 &«m* it waa tb& intention af he &a& ̂ agiaamaa Bro a to go 
to Xl̂ ori* for trc?la Ko* 101* *ldorn is 11*1 mllea fma Abbott* 
0adar it?? m a l«t« ordar train So* 101 WAS dua at Kldor i at 10J33» 
-aa- to cl&ar tbat tr^ia 5 niaute^* aa re ulrad by th* ralea. traia 
Bo* 04 foald J»r© u. B O on ti a ri^iag at Udoru A T 10; £#• «otb 
Ooaduotor Klmiay aad %agiaama Brcwn adiaittad that thia aould aot 



C3) 
haw been <£..,ae -.ritbout violating the ep«fu re a lot loo between 
Abb t;t ana ate aboat Rook; Indeed* £agine&&n Bro^a said that #be» 
be left Abbott be fully Intended to exeeed the ayeed linlt. There 
ia a tia* o. rd rule *&loh retiree all ©aotbound truina to atop 
at Abbctt and be inspected. Ilits rule alao V M C isnore*} by Conductor 
Kiaaey and Knginesiu Bro*a, a* train Mo* 94 pasoeti Abbott without 
StOpylOg* 

Saglne&an Bro n atated thr?t about 3 ctilee frosc Steamboat Boole 
he aaa© a br«*ke ap lie*tion ana laft the brakes ap;liea for a dle-
tanee of oaa stile* Be then releaaed brake* ana left tfc-js re~ 
leased until bla tr ia line ̂ ma reeharged to ?o ounde, after faieh 
fee aa&de a he;-;vy reduetioa of SO pounds* Hi* train *r* then on the 
tangent e^at of tba 4 degree eurr* at tba top of the gr&de* There 
is a point on title tangent frm trfcieh a per^-m on the left bead 
%id* of the engine ot nn eaetbeuod train ©**n see serosa the ourvea 
to the depot at Cfeê nboat Book* When thia point was re-ohed firman, s notified *ngi&ee*&n Brew of tfc<» aonaition of the 
tree* ahead* Aecoraii* to th© flreaaa'e *tatemeirt9 ha exiled *all 
clear as far aa I oiya aee,* bile tbe &aginaeacin * u l c that the 
fireman*$ words were *ereryt?in?s ol' r to th© elevator** Enginacsan 
Bro^n fcbon rele« ed the bamteê , and olaoat lj3n©'U-:tc*ly ti>er©*fter 
t?i<? engine rouadea the enrr© at th* onet **ad of the tangent and 
Brakeoan Berger, wfco wm riding cm the flranan's *e-;t allied *fl&$* 
The engineman bisaself saw the fia$aon altrsost at bt*s earn© *n*taat 
ttm th© brake&mn eulle£f and be imediately aede sn eaergeaey 
application of the brakes but on aeooiint of the short ttee that 
had elapsed el nee the brokee been releoaed the tr-dn line wa 
not fully veebarged* nos th# euicrseney a plication bad very little 
effeot* S&slnercuT* Bro -n *-*id shut hi« brakes ̂ ©re holding $ood 
at tb© tim he rele^od, and ha-i be aeen the fla^aan before then 
the aoeideat ould not have oeeurred* B tid that he redueod 
speed froa 35 to SO milea per hour on hi a flrat applieatlonf then 
froa 28 to 20 on blft eeaond a^^lio tion* **n& hie tr^la w a running 
go miles per onr be rele*ec4 the air the ̂ eoon^ time* Be 
<5&tijsat#a th?t hia train waw still running SO ailee per hoar ̂ h^n 
lie JUB^»O4 off the engine* s ear lengtke away fros t; <* rear en • of 
th© etandine train* 

^ e direct emoe of thia aoeident V ^ B tba failure of Con* 
inetor Kinney ana %0inem»n Brô -n of train Ho* 94 so obey tfce rule 
limiting tte s>eed of froight trnina between Abbott tin4 Ste^nbeat 
Roekg an tb^ir failure to i>rouoh the station limit* of Steam* 
boa* Roefc 4tb th^ir ti^ia abj?olu&ely imder oontrol# as re uired 
by rule 03*b of the railroad eoDpany'e book of ruleat v.biefc reada 
as tbXl&mt 

*^ule 93-a doer not relieve any train (except flrat 
elaaa train*) of <p 'robbing and paaalng ^hrou^h all station 
ant* yar-i lisiitc absolutely u der oontrol, and in. all oasea 
the re*5;oneibility for a-:f«ty will rest with ̂ te ere^ of the 
ap.irosehina tmin regardleea of &ny and all condition*** 



This rule 413 not relievo tfce axw of extrti 4 3 3 fma tba 
ro* onaibility of promoting tt^ir train by fi g t but vh^a 0 . 4 * -
rlaorod in oonneo -.Ion with the florins rule it undoubtedly orootes 
a ous41tlon of aividaa re**, pcaaiblli ty *#f&eh is not « nciueiM to 
tfca hlghoat 4a£ra« f mfoty* 

A saatariril o atvibutlug o uee of tbo aocldaat th« failure 
of JTlogBi&a Boa© &o go basic a mifftel tit Cistaaea to insure full 
; rotaotion to M l tzelii* Coasiaorlog tb* c^aaitioa* of aad 
align&eot, and knowing tfcat the1 roar aaa of hit tr. ila w etnad-
lag at a particularly dangerous pl&oo* ko sbouM huve era* a * 
special ©fi'ort to jback at looet a* far oo tfe© poiafc Of tba 
tangent -ast f -or© ho «a* ataa las ban train Bo* 94 aoaod 
bisu So bs<t time to get bâ Je tc tbet oiat bad bo raa/*e aa effort 
to do b o 9 as tl>e aviiaaoa la oositivo tbat kia train was atandlag 
at StaazLboat Boole bottmon IE and IV alaut<^ before tlx© oolllsloa* 

Gondii etor Corraa ana Eaglaoiaan K*>adersoa of trtxio extra 433 
* loo exhibited poor jutifpioat In not putting tb«-ir traia oa tba 
la&trask tfhlle tiolag fcboir vork at Stoa&bo&t Koofc* Tbay knew 

tfcey mv* oa the tJto of trnla No» 94* but ore itblo th*dr 
rights, as aa&or tJv r*al«s la foro^ tblr4 olaes «ai oxtr® feraiaa 
uro î oiaittod to ?roooo4 upoa tfc* ti$a« of sacoaA class tralaa 
acviag la tfca s#»e di root ion* 3?hey bad no maaae of kao!#in« horn 
long cb^y voul:i ba dolayei at ̂ fcoombosit Rook, howevar, aaa aa it 

oubtful t h v i t tfcey would bo «blo to ©on:lofce their woxfc la 
tiiaa tr porait tb^ to go to Xl&oro for tr .in So. 101, good 
Jud$psmt hould hava aauood tnm to >ut their train oa tbe *i>iiag 
ia tba flrat lafttaaoe. 

All the eni&oyoaa lavolveS \& tbia aocl4©nt *ar© expertftnoad 
nan j&tb good raoorda, a&ti oa© w ôrlc' ng Ir. violation of aay 
ot tbo provision* of the ;-.ourr> oi' earvioa aot« 


