
In Ita Investigation of Aeoident on Ihe Kinney oil e ft 
St. houia Railroad Bear Q1A*« Iowa, 13a 

On Karat* 81, 1014, th*re was m h««d~end eolllalon between 
& freight train and a light angina on the monopolist & ft* 
Joule Railroad near ©l&s* Iw*, reciting la tha death ot fi 
employees and the injury of 1 e*$>l$ywe» 

After Investigation of thia eeeldent Ihe Chief Inspector 
of Safety Appli&aeaa report* as followst 

Westbound trmin $7 mn en route frois Honstouth Yard, Ill*f to Gs&«loos&, low* It consisted «f $7 loaded and 5 e^pty 
o&r®, hauled by LOOS>aotiv®8 8oa* $34 and 48£f w«« in eharge 
of Eaglneaen l#tr and Alders and Conductor l&aaell* On ths day 
of the aooldent thia train left Hoiwaouth Sard at 4tl0 |s«m#, 
left vinflaid, torn., a station 3*J &ilea e&at of ©ids, lo^a, 
at $t30 p»n«, and at @|06 p«su aollided vit& axtra 329 ©t a 
point about ona and one-fourth atlta- aaet of ©Ids, lows, wh&lw 
running at a a$*ed of 7 or $ allee par hour. 

Esttrm 3 3 was a light engine m route free* Osteloasa, 
low, to Klrie& Junction, Iowa, for t&» pur$oee of assisting 
a westbound train from £lri<i£ Junction to GelL&l«@FR&, issi v*« 
In charge of Engineman $p&jfe and Flretsan Peterson* On the day 
of the accident extra left Osfc&looea at 6*45 left 
Old* at SjSU and while running at a epeed of 25 or SO 
Biles per hour oollided with train §7 aa above etated. 

doth the eagineaan and fireman ef extra $£3 ̂ ere billed. 
Locomotives ISoe* 318 and 334 were considerably dftjAAged* while 
loeojgotlve $©* and fee roadway w*r« slightly dnsusgad. 

Ths division upon whieh this aoeldent aeemrred is a 
einsie-trank line, There are no block signal* in use upon 
thie division, tralna being? operated by tr^la^order system* 
fnm weather at tha tiise of the accident wae aloudy. 

Approaching 31CU frost the e&at there la a 3 « 4 W G R W A curve 
toward the south GOO feet in length, followed by a tsuagent 
g,2oo feet long. f!hi» tangent is than followed by a 3-dafpree 
curve toward the north about T O O feet in lea&th, followed by 
etral0ht traofe for about on««faalf »ila, or the remainder of %lw distance to Ql£g* train 97 9 * 4 0 1 * 4 the eastern end 
of the &-dafree mirve ln&e&lftt*ly $peoedin£ the half nile of 
strsi&ht tr&efe wet of Ql&e #&en it oolllded with esctrm 320. 
Approaohing the point of accident fpom ths *&at/Share ia a 

aaoen&ing ̂ refta- $,80$ feet length, and trfeia W h&d 
reached a poiat within 1,000 f**t of the wamitv^t/Vil*, grade 
whan tile collision ooourred. Approaching tha point of aooident 



from the treat there ie ft 1»5£ aseoadlof gred*. 1 $ W foe* is 
length* end U Vfto I U point about 1,000 ft** of the 
opes Of these tm ascending grade® that tho fM«$4flm$ ooeurred 

At the point of oollleion the traek It laid in & out 
«i& or eight foot deep, while ot & point shout 1*000 foot wsat 
of thie point there ie aa orchard on tho n®ttfh aide of tho 
traek* -the banks of tho oat and the tree* of the oreted 
partially obstructed the view of enginesMm *o that neither 
eeold see the approaching train until loeomotlv* Ho* 888 had 
reaehed the apex of the tiro grsdea, or until within about 
1*303 feet of each other. 

Dispatcher Ebey otated thai he leeued m order at Qe&a* 
loosa for ife. W to run extra to £lriek Junction, at tho aaae 
tloe infersdnf Sngineaian Spora of that train that treine 10S -
and 97 were on tl&e* 

Conductor £sacoelc of train £4 etated that on tho &3?y of 
th© aooldent extra 3 3 imedlately followed his train into 
01<$«?. train S$ «®a already on tho tiding at that f>laee and 
train® 64 and 323 pulled in on the (siding Jtw&adiatoly behind 
train m to moot train 105* Con&uetor #eaeoek aaked £ngino#na 
i^re of extra *&hat ho aad on K©« fffIM ftKlneettii 
Uparo replied #$othlns.* After train 1&# pao«ed Old® e&tra 
S2Q aaved out on th# main trao& ta the seal tipple, and after 
toeing ooai laoved in an easterly direction, Conductor Foaooole 
said ho thoi^ht that ̂ xm. e^tra 339 left the ooal tipple it 
«aa going in on the house traolu He did not know it tm& left 
Oldo until no hoarS of tho ooillaiotu 

EBsiaoman Um of train 9? etw»fced that m hio train was 
e^proaoEinf Olda he *&*- ths refleoti on of n headlight tn»t 
thtmgnt it m o fro$ train at oiria* Sowever. aa hia 
train |8?oeeed«d further he %m it w o a feeadlighi on tho stain 
lino approaching hit Sr&in, and he had sufficient tiae only 
to apply tho brakes ju*ip before tn* collision ©eaurred* 

3fci* aooldent mn W extra to oconpyirig tho «ai& 
trach on the tjUa* of & euperior lunula* Train 97 la a regular 
eeheauled train a M was ilu& to arrive at Oide, at Qt4Q p»a* 
Opon the arrival of extra 3£9 at that plaoe at Sl40 it 
was piaoed on the passing %TBQU by fnginesiaA &% ia 
lapoasible to advaaee any reason «fey Ingineash Spare left the 
passing traefe an& proe«©ded an the sain tapaek before tho 
arrival of train 37* 

As previously etated there mm no blook eignalo is mm 
on thia portion of the Minneapolis & St* hauls Hailroad* Use 
aiatonoe froa ftanaouth Yard to dekalootft la X£@«& «%lee «lth 

stations intsrvenin§, bna about Stl train® pa»a O^er this 
diotriot during eaoh t4*hour period* traffie of m i o deaoity 
trould mm to warrant tha installation of an adeejuit* bloo^r -
signal system, o M hed such a ay $ torn been in operation it ij> 



prtfbftbia that gnglneaan Spara would ha*© boon ra&isidad. by 
tha signal indio&tion that tha bloolt waa oaeupled and wiuld 
not tmm Uft 01*s« until tha arrival of train 97* 

On aany railroad0 it is tba praotlca to rafuira a 
conductor or pilot to aacosapany a light angina on a ©overmans 
o-rar tna lina, avidantly as a otsaak upon tha anginaiaan, and 
to Inour* its proteotlon and proper operation. Had suoh a 
requiraaent ba«n in forca on thia railroad it ia not probable 
that train 97 *?ouXd h#vs bean ovarloofcad by both ftnginssyin 

tha pilot or oonduetor, 
£ngltt*«an Upara snt^rad tha aairla* of tha Minneapolis 

& St» Louis KaiXroad tea a labortr la 13$«, and was %da a 
f IRANRIT in X3$tt» Jfe waa prosotad to ba an anslnamsn in 
ISOSj snd nis record sftssa $ood» Firaaan Fafcaraon antared i;he 
a#rviea of tha ^iansapoils A at*. Louis Railroad m a fira^n 
on Pabraary IS, 1914, and ted ande but a taw trips ovsr tha 
road* The raoard* of all tha othar asiployaas involved in thia 
aatiidant «rt good, and nana had be^n on duty in violation of 
tha h&ura of sar^lea law. 


