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In Mo Investigation of Accident on 3he Minneapolis &
Bt,. lLoula Rallroad Hear Olds, Tows, On
Harch 21, 1914,

—a—y

Gn Heroh 21, 1814, thors wag & hesd-and enllliszlion between
8 fraight traln and & light sngine on the Hlmnespolis & #t.
Louis Rellrosd neey 012s, lows, resulting in the desth of 2
employess and the fnjury of 1 employee.

Aftor lnveastigation of thie aceldent the (hlef Inaspector
cf Zefaty Appllanceés roports sz roilowsy

Vestbound treip 47 was o roule from Bonnouth Yard, Ill.,
ta Opkeloess, Xows, 1% conalated of 27 losded pnd I enpty
oara, bheuled by los.motives Nole S04 and 488, and was In chuwrge
of Engineassn la#w and Alders snd Condugter Bugsell. On the day
of the socldent thia train left Nosmouth Yard s 4115 D,
left Wintrield, Iaws, s etatien 8. milse e=at of Gldg, lows,
at §180 p.r., &BG ot 9100 D.2e sollided with extrs 389 ot @
polnt gbout one and one-~fourth miles eaet of Clds, Jloum, while
runnlng at & speed of 7 or 8 zilse por hour.

Bxtrs 308 wae & light engine on poute from Oskeloosa,
Xown, o Elrick Junatisn, JIown, for the purpese of sasisting
& wegsibound train fpon Rlrdied Junolion to OGsksloosas, srd ves
in chasrge of Englosman Spsre snd Plresan Peterson. On the day
of the acclident extra 329 left OsRalovss at 8145 Pum., lefl
Glde at 8158 pem., and while rumn at g apesd of 28 opr SO
wileg par hour zolildsd witlh traln U7 22 ebowve eiated,

Both the englinsmen snd firveman of exira 329 were iilled.
Logomotives Hop. 580 and 334 wers conpgidersbly dmmeged, whills
logomotive Ho. 422 and the roadway were slightly dameged.

The division upon which this aseldent dg¢rurped iz o
single=-trealt llne, There are no blosk signels in use upon
this division, trains belnp oporeted by the traln<order syctem,
The westher nt the tizme of the sesident wes aloudy.

Appresching 01da fros the east thers ig & Z-degres curvs
toverd the south G600 reet in length, followed by 2 tangent
2,200 fest long, fThies angent iz then followed by a S--lsgree
curve toward the nopth gbhout 700 feel ia zsggﬁh, folloved by
gtraight trook for about one-helsd alls, op roms inder of
28 Qiptance to Olds, Tralu 27 hed repcned the sastern end
of the S-degres gurves innedlately pregeding fhe hslf sile of
gLreight track esat of Olie when Lt collided with sxtras 929,
apppoashing the polnt of aceldent from thy esast e is a
1% agoending grode 3,800 feot in length, end da BT had
resched & polat within 1,000 feet of the susmit' of this grade
vhen the erlliislon ocourred. Approsching the polnt of accident
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length, end A% wss At & point about 1, feot suat of the
apex éf theos two ascending grades that the gosidens o

At the point of oollision the tresck ig 12id In & out
eix or aight Feet depp, while st 2 polnt sghaut 1,000 foot wast
of thie point there le an orohard on the narth side of the
traak. ‘The Bonks of the eut sod the treee of tiw orchard
partlelly obstiucted the wiew of inesen so that neigher
eculd see the edproachiag tesin unsi) locomotlve Ho, 020 had
resohed the spsx of the two grades, o entll within abou%
1,000 feat of asch other.

Dispstohsr Ebey stated thatl he lsausd an opday at Oskew
loosa Top He, 369 %o run =xtre t6 Klrlck Junction, 2% the aswe
tice inforaing Znginewsn Speres of that trsln thet trelas 100 -
and 27 were on tine,

Conductor Pascook of trajn 54 slinted ket on the dxy of
the acoidsnt axtrs 322 lmsedlstely followed his traln into
$lda, Trein 88 wap glroady on the giding at the$ place snd
trains 04 and J89 pulled in on the siding Somedistsly behdnd
traln 80 to moet tralo 108, Conduetor Fesooek saked Englnessn
dvare of sX%ra 326 "whet e had on Ro, %79, end $nesan
fpare peplied *Hothing.” After trelin 105 pseged Glds extrn
3208 maved Sut on the male teaek o the casl tipple, and salfler
tekling oval moved da an emstarly dirsclilon, Oonduetor Posacoch
ssld he thought that whan extra 320 left the ¢osl tlpple it
way golng i on the house frack. He 414 pot Baow 4% had left
Ulds until he hesrd of the ocollianlum,

sinepmn Law of trailn 27 zieted that 2 his traln wse
approaghlng Olde he zaw the refleotlan of o headlight bud
thaught it wes from some traln 2% Ulde. However, ss hls
train progesded Surther he sav 10 wag & ncaﬁltgaé on the galn
line spovonchlag his $relo, and he hed sefficisnt time only
to apply the braikes and Jusp before the colliszion ecamrred.

This aoeldent wns osuoed by exira 389 ocoupying the mein
track on the time of & superior trsin. Trein 57 e razular
poheduled traln snd was Jue s arrdive 8% Slds &t 0448 Db
Upon the arrlval of sxtrae S22 &b that plane at 3140 pen, it
was placed on the peasing treck by Englnemen dpere, It 4w
Ixpopelilile to sdvence any reason uvhy gﬁgﬁnam&& fpare lsf't the
DRSS trsok and opogrsded an the meln traek befora the
grrivwl sf train %%,

Az previously stated thers weys Ro bloek aignsls In use
en this portion of the Hinneapalls & 3%« Louls Redlrosd. The
dlatarce fros Honmouth Yard to Oskalooss Ls 122.4 milesz with
J2 stations intservening, bnd sbout 20 trelins pade Over fhis

diatrlet durlng each Z2¢~hour pericd, Traflis o7 this densiiy
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fron the weat there is & 1.57% aszcendl 1,150 fest in

would asem to warrant tha instelistion of an adaguate b -

signel ayetlem, snd hed such 4 ayelen besn in operation it
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probable that Enginemsn Spare would have beern reainded by
the signsl indleation that the bloek was ogeupled end would
not have lef't Qlug untll ths arpival of trein 97,

Ont mebny rellroads 3% lp the practics to require a
conductor er pilot to sccompany = Yight engine on & movenent
prer the llne, evidently as & oheol upon the englneman, end
to insure itz proteotion end proger opsretlion, Hed such &
regulreneit been In foree on this pal 4 1t is not prubable
that traln 97 would heve been overlocked by both englnsman
snd the plleot or sonduetor,

Snglnenan Ypere entersd the service of the Minneopslip
& 41, Louls Rallrond sa a lsbhorer 1n 1356, end waz msde 2
firermn in 18%2, He wap promated to be sn englnemsn in
100G, and his record was goods Fleeumsn Peterson enteprsd the
aepeios of the Minsespolls & 2%, lowis HAellroad as o Cirempn
on Pebruary 10, 1814, and hed made bat p few trilys ovar the
roud. The pogords of sll the other smployees Anvolved In thile
santiant wepe good, ard none hed beesn on duty ln violsiion ef
the houra of gepvice law,
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