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ta 1*4 Investigation of aeeldent which occurred 
013 the line of the HlBB^palie ft 

a t * Louis Railroad n««r 8ew Jtiehl*nd* Minn*, ifereh 22, 1916* 

April is, 1̂ 16* 

Oa March 35, 191&, tteer® wee e r<$®r-©*id collision 
on the Kian̂ opoli® & £t* Louis Railroad ne&r He* 8iehl«nd, 
Minri*, whioh r&suited In tha dtMith of 2 employo#fl end 3 fcr^s-
p«i*as(sre, *nd tte Injury of 7 a&pioyses and 1 stockman* 

The tr*iina involved in this accident were 2 crast-
bound frolght trains* Tr-in Ko* $4 consisted of 40 ec.ro end 
a caboose* hauled by ioocaaô lv© 45?* «ad In charge of 
Conductor £i©»s «nd Pnsrl«»wn Claaon* Approaching & M Bloh-
land the trsln stalled on the @£ceadin& gr̂ de end had to b® 
doubled Into that station* After several cars ha& baas aot 
i»t this point, the trsin >mn coupled to$etfo»r and departed 
at 2t53 a* a* When the r*ar ei>4 of the train was about l£ 
nil<r@ beyond Hav niohland* and while fern valine at a «paad of 
10 or 15 olios an hour, the tr*-in was struck by eeatbound 
freight tr«ln first Ho* 

Tmln first Ho. 9 6 correlated of J3 a*re end a 
C R h o o o e , hsulcd by locomotive 4 5 *• ««d m& in eb&rfe of Con» 
tfuator Hiakok scd Smjlfisasn ̂ sover* It lftft Cedar JUfke ©t 
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10(05 p* u* 1 3 minutes late, pn H'«w ftioblpad at $|01 «* tc» 
£d minute* lat*, snd collitf#d <¥itb tjt§ rear end of traifi <H 
whilo traveling NT & speed estimated „tc nave Seen ebout 1$ laileiia 
as hour* 

fcocoisiOfclv© 456 tersil^d end eoneider^fcly daneged 
ea«; the first; 5 eare of triii- fir*t Ko* 06" »«re alee derailed, 
3 batn fcfidlj d*v®sg«d s4iil» ? vere destroyad* Th# e&boosa on 
«ho r^r of fcr&in §o* 94 * ,j &$roy*>d ^hlls tha 2 ears isssî di* 
&t®ly ftfee^d of It j*er«J burned* 

This p^rt of fch«<* til tin polls * St* Loul$ Patiresd 
1? s single tr'*cfc. line. I%O block al^a^l eyste» la In use, 
fer^'na beitv o-#r t«d by ti."e-t, frta >nd t^tln or-le"**, -n- t^i^g 
B&oviK*? IN the RV,&® direct'en *V< ui?$d to fcp^p 5 miziuti#t» 

fip«srt except when closing up -t t-tissa* Froiaê dinss e£ct>°erd 

from tin* s*" tloa K\ . " IJJJ I nc, "A" tr^cK i«? leval for nbout 
1,6*)0 feet, then th<*r& 1B », 'J:!;* -oenain^ ̂ r^de for ^bout 
?,/„0Q feet, then about 1,"5J0 J~ C •> _ vel traek followed fry 

fen ^so^dls*? ̂ rt'de of *JS SO oint; of the reddest* The 

colli "Ion occurred on t NF^II- Z - ok -t a point shout ?00 fa t 
beyond the end of a ourv^ tic, IF ft of lft 3 Q F , tbla curve 
being about 1,500 feet la lonx-tn. -̂ eat of tide curve the tr*ck 
Is Sttftfenu for 1,100 feet* ZU • tins of tha accident there 

e h^vy sn«w f^il *&>••* 

In -inprn-n Ci of la No. 9i stated ,tb/fc tfca 

Sp^^d *c £ * * "VIT 1" 15 Tila^ « j i liOUT vhOJj he 
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fait th& air brakes balsg> sflplitsd* aad aa he looked «& tha sir 
#KU## there waa a bass ®nd be tbought the train bad parted* 
the bead br&kemfm then want b«ok to the r&ar af the trEin to 
locate tbe treble, &nd in & abort ti&e tha conductor of 
train firr't Ho* 06 ea&a forward and asked aim to pall a bead 
a littla, sayine thnt there had been a collision and th«t 
tho Q r» were aa fir©* Ssginesian Claeen stated although 
his looostotiva waa equipped with an eieetrla headlight, jet 
on aeeeuat of tha thick heavy snow fallia$*ba could aot 
see acre than A or 5 oar lengths* o&ying: that the si now soeeed 
to form a well similar to fog* Els st̂ ta&ento were corrobor­
ated by thoee of tha flr&san and the he&d brakeman* 

YL®m&& Murphy at̂ t̂ d that when ha waa out fleggtng. 
while tha tri®ln being doubled into aw $iohl&ndt ha 
went back about "}fU of a alls or a alio, and he stated that 
he could see the Barkers on hia caboose from that point* 
Than th© treln laft Slohland* the aaarkera w«>re burning, 
and after the tr«in ĥ d traveled about half a alio he looked 
out of the rear of the caboose ectf saw train first Mo* 96 
approaching* He stated th&t he thought it was about ytk of 
a alio distant* Be told Conductor 5leas that the train w«e 
coming and than lighted a yellow fuses a and threw It off* 
.m than stood on th# platfom of the oebooan and when be 
thought th?t tha approaching trsia hM #a*rsBd tha fusee* ha 
threw off aaothar yellow fuaea, **a«" stated 6b@t at this tine 



the eeboOas #ss shout nt tho western end of the curve approach 
lag the poiat *h«r>" the collision afterwords occurred* He 
thflû ht that the fusees were thrown off about §0 or 90 osir 
lengths apart* He eaatlauad to watsh tr»i» Wo* 06 and » w 
th,->t lb wes coning pretty fa«t, eisd then told Oonduotor 5ieras 
taut be bettor get out oa th® plctfora* Bo then returned to 
the plKtfora, saw thct train first so. 96 was getting closer, 
sad thinking th*t it w@s goisf too fost he lit a red fuaee 
sad bogsn nltin^ atop signals with it, but no saewer to his 
aigneis wee driven* He then went into the osboose sad told 
the oonduotor to get out on the piatforja* yiefaao Kurphy 
stated th&fe he theb returned to the plotfons sad junp®d off 
when th© &j?pro®Qhitm train v^e ^feriufe a half oer length dienent 
Ho thought the ep®**d of traia fir~t Ho* 9$ was from 40 to 50 
idles m hour, seid th-1 tit* locomotive hauling tho train 
m,a workiâ - at*sm ̂ feen it ©oliiâ d ?lsh hi* train* aad that 
he did aofc hov.r the eagi.-em-tn th' i train whlstlo for either 
Of the t*«o roed crossings ^.ich *hvy iisd ?«ssed* 

Oonduotor site's 'j** t-sin Ho* 94. stated th?t when 
leavlag Hew Klohlsaa. he ̂  s i ' '-in,? et hia deste end Chafe he 
sow th« flagaea throw off i »«iiow fuaao* So slse aaw the 
heedil̂ ht of the locomotive ĥ ulijv. traia first No* 06 when 
it about 1 mil& dio'eiist* tt& 4id sot see the fisp^n 
throw off ta^ *eeor.d fusee, stated that Just before f/fe® 
collision occurred tb* fl.-^a told his to get off, but thot 



he did net have tins* to do so* He did sot r«a»*Eib<sr whether 
or aot tho flflgsusa toi/f him shout tha apprasohin̂  of tr*ln 
first so. 96 srsvlous to tJjis? tisss* 

Firemen 13a 1 ton of train first No* ?6 stated ehat 
st wesson* a station 12*6 rcilcs fro» 8e# ftisblend* the eon« 
ouotor a silvered « train order to the englaattan end said 
thftfc tr̂ in $o* 94 had left U&v Biehland* At a point nbrnt 
1 mile west of the passing treefc awiteb st Sew Siohlesd his 
locomotive ren ev#r two torpedoee v&isb had bê n left by 
the flftgnunn of train Ro* e^, tbe speed of his train 
was at onee rudueed, Api&roeehlng the station he m e looking 
out e£paeti;ig that they t^uld resolve e train orier, And fce 
stated thst ,h.« did not se# tb» tr&in order signal ustli with­
in ssbout four esr lengths of It* After pmmta® the station 
tbo e;>eed wes *&dln increased* sad he got off his saatbox 
sad put in a fir©# tie then got b&ek on the seatbox* *?hioh 
was slao occupied hy Um& firakesen &oi)ri«£e, end leaned out 
of tha window looking sbe^J, but did aot see any fuse© or 
lights aba*d of hie trmia* Se tfcen got down to put In another 
fire* Tlrman Bftiton £V?fced tiv*t walls he was $uttlu*i in 
tbi& fire, the ®n®ln&mn &%OQ& up front of tha sowfcbos? 
as tbou/̂ ; he si#bt have been looking st the iubrlentor, and 
it WP? while be W 6 8 in this position that the collision oo-
ourred* Flreaan t'altoa. further stated thnt tha frost window 
on the left si<'e of tfc« engine -*«e severed with wat enow 
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being -riven by the wind fron the left toward tbo right tide 
©f tbe locomotivê  be did not taao*> whether or net tbe erŝ iae-
a&a's window waa covered la a alaliar sanaer* Ha atated that 
froffi tba tine be at sorted to p-at ia tba sseond fire until tbo 
oollialon oeeurred* be did aot see tba eagl&em&a look out of 
tbe wiaaow* He alee stated tbat be did aot aotloe aay re* 
flection wfeioh ai$bt bava acme fross a fusee, tbat be did aot 
see anything of train Ho, 91, nod tost be did not think tha 
englneiBea saw tbrt tr* in* H& »ai? that the englnaasn aade no 
wove toward shutting off stems or a plying tbe air brake©* 
Aft^r the accident ha vms t?ikia$ *11& Brakeaea Madrid a, who 
afterwards ft led frsss hia injuries, the lansfeaaaan told him 
tbst be did sot set* « thing* ?ir*>»«a Daltoa atated be found 
tha cupola of tha eatoô i? of w-iu Ko« # 4 m tha waok««?a* 
with the cupola lî ht ?tlll burning sftd ha extinguished t la 
lirbt. Ha ©atiiafttad tha sp̂ ed. of train pa#«iB& Kev Kioh* 
land to have bean 1 5 or 20 aii-m «?E nsar* &nd about 35 alias 
an hour **t tfce tiue of tha oollisioa, 

Coaduotor Ml^kok &r/ ted tSfsst it ̂ aa at tfatarvlile 
23*2 ailaa from hew Rleblpad, that th© operator told hia that 
traia 9 4 was «t Hew Siohi'.nd, and whan ha went to tha 
hettd end of tha train and tol£ rn̂ iaaaaa Stov#r the latter 
said thfet tbe operator had eir^dy tuid him the SRiaa thin/?. 
Conductor BisfcQk stated th-t ̂ neti tbo collision ooourred ha 
waa sitting rtt htu 3©#fcr ij/ai t&it sbfcr»» waa ao application 
of feh# sir br-kcraj the sed tha tim* woe about £ 5 allea 
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aa hour* Ha atvt&A that aa he got out of the cchoose to go 
to the he^d end of tha tr̂ ia be saw a yellow fusee burning 
oa the engineaaa'a aide of the track at a point about two 
O R P langtha behind the cebooae* 

WX%m&n Collins, who was ridlag in the cupola, 
first on the one eld a sad then on she other, ate ted that 
from the tine hi a train passed Saw &ieblaad to the tine of 
the ©coldest, he did not gee aaythlag of any burning fuaee®, 
but th?at he could ace tha r&flectton frost the fire box door 
of tho locomotive when it was open* At the sine of the 
collision, he m riding on the right aide of the cupola, 
but ho did Sot feel «ay epplie"tlon of the dir br«s>*ea* He 
a^ted that when ha started baek to flag, ho found « yellow 
fuaae burning a abort distance behind the caboose on the 
eagine%&a*e aide of tbe treek* 

After the accident en examination of looosofciv<?> 
45t etowetf that tbe reverse le-rey was ia the forward position, 
hooked a> alo&e to tha center, the throttle ?sire closed *nd 
tha rsir br~k© Y S I Y O handle in thft release position. Sngineman 
Stover %ra,i killed ia tha &oeid£nt» 

Tble accident wa@» c? used by tbe failure of Ka$tne» 
nan fHower of Utr^in first Eo» 9 6 to obssrre and be governed by 
caution and atop signals given by Flagman Murphy of tr?io Ko» 
0 4 . fhm ewldeaoe clearly Indicntss that fusees were thrown 
off by the fl»gmen of tr*in No. 9 4 when ho saw finals first 
80 » 06 appraa«nin*r approximately 1 mile distant, while* h i s 
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train we running at a speed ef 1 0 or 15 titlleo en hour? ska a 
no attenti n was peld to thea by En&iaeaaa Stover, end that 
his locomotive collided *#iih train #o# 94 without any appll* 
oetion of the air brekea bevlng teen $ado* 

Reed Brnkea#n J£e£ride is aieo at fault for Ms 
failure to meinitflft a proper lookout, in view of the otoray 
weather oor.difc loo prevailing, &ud in view of the fact thst 
he undoubtedly knew tĥ t tr??ln No* Oil we? somewhere ahead 
of bis train* Un-ior sueJ> olremetauoeo he should hsv^ dotya 
bis best toward assisting the eagiaeman In observing the 
track ftheed* H»d ha 3©ue so, it is? possible thnt be sight 
h*v<s seen the burolâ  r*ug©es aad have called tho en#lne&aa#* 
attention to tbiwa thus prsv̂ usiĉ  the ncoldest* 

Sô iaetasa Ftover eaeered tfee service %® & fir«ta«n 
in 1S98, cn$ -wee pads ©a ̂ â lncowfi to 1 0 0 4 ; his reeorg w©e 
$oed* Brfcfcem&n McHriJt© ent«rr«d i^i* ?&rviee in JT&nugry, 1915, 
end he4 a olcr r̂ sor̂ * tu tj e i f the ̂ coldest, fehe#e 
aea baa be&a ia £uty S hour a ^ si sates sft«r « period 
off duty of 1 7 Sourn* 


