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In re Invastigedtion of soclident whieh oeourrad
on the 1ine of the Hinueapalls &
Ete Louls Beilrosd posr
tHow Riohlrnd, Milon.,
Mereh 22, 1916,

April 18, 1916,

On Mereh 72, 1914, thers was & resreond collision
on the Minnwepolls & 5%, Louls Hallroad nesr New Riciland,
Minsn., whiel reaulted In the desth of 2 employees end 2 trog-
parears, znd the Ianjury of 2 emrloyses and 1 stookmsR.

The tr«ina involved in this aceldent wers 2 oncte
bound froight treins, Tr:ia No. 94 oconalsted of LO sure ang
a esloocae, hauled by locomotive L5357, emd wes {n charce of
Conduetor Uieme »nd Preinrmen Clasen. Anproseilsnpg Hev Rloh-
Jand the trein cstelled on the creending zrude mnd hsd to bLs
doubled into that aratlon. After severnl cars hwd baen ant
et thie polnt, the trein wuz coupled together and depnriad
&% 2253 A, ®me Then She resr ond of the traln wes adout 1}
milee beyond Her Hlablumd, end while traveling ot ¢ speed o
10 or 1% miloe an hour, the tr-in weos struck by esstbound
frejsht train Pirst Mo, 96,

Train tirct Ho. 96 conmisted af 33 ¢éars snd &
snboope, heuled by lacomotive L[58, and wem in obsrgae of Cop-

dustor BlokeX sed Enzinemen Dtover. It left Cedur Liuke of
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10105 p. s 42 mimutes lutn, prnrsed Hew Rlohlend nt 0Ll 6. .
L6 miputes lnte, atd oollilded xith the resy end of traln Ho. 94
while traveling nt o speed estimsted to bave Deen about 3% miles
&0 hour,.

Locomotlize L56 wag rerelled ezd econeldsrshly domaged
ot the flrat 5 enra of treli £ir<t Ko. 96 wmare alse Jarslled,
3 btsin bedly depaged while 2 voare destroynde The onbogna on
the prEr of tralin Boa 94 e d abroyed +hile the 2 onrs Immadie
ately nhesd of 1t wero hurned,

Thia prrt of the Hinneapolis & St, Loulc Fatlrowd
1o 2 aln:de trm.ek Llns. S0 block slsnel system s In uze,
tr-'ne belng oo er tead by Sl-e-t Die sRd tralin orders, -nl ¢t~ log
maving In $he reme dirsect’cz <r e wired to kerep 3 minutee
apert sxgep” when elosince up ot 6-tleone Proovsedlns escisepd
from the ar ticn «% fe. “1:5) no, “he Lwgek 1p lovel for ~bout

1,690 Zeot, then bhers ig » % 1%Ly -ceanding gr-de for =bout

2,400 Tast, thedh sbout 1,770 - - © » . val treek followed by
sl csoendlng grede oF 4% 3o v- oint of the accldents The
eolli~ion oocuryed on * neen~ T2k % oA point about 200 fs ¢

Beyond the end of & ocurve %o ¢y isft af 1® 30¢, this gurve
being rbout L,500 feet in lonctn.  Jeet of tuds curve the track
12 tnpeent for 3,100 faet. % 5 tire of the eceloent tlore
wie g hervy ghow Poll tns,

p-inemen €L ¢ of ¢ iz Hoo 94 steted thot tie

soend 9° fr tr T omrp g0 e 10 o+ 15 ellas o hodr whe: he
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fmlt the alr brekes bolng spplied, epnd 28 ke looked nt the alr
gnuge there wes 8 bump sbnd he thought the trein hed parted,
The head brskemarn then went bLaok to the rear of the trein to
looete the Ltrouble, end in 2 short time the condvotor of
troin rirnt No. 96 cama forwerd and ssked him to pull ehesd
a 11ttle, eunying thet there hed beeon & gollision and that
the ¢-ps wera on Tirse Znglnenen Slessn stated slthough
his locomotive was equipped with an eleotric hesdlight, yetb
oL ascount of the thick heavy snow fulling,be eould not
s8¢ more than 4 oy 5 osr lengihs, waylng thet the sueow soomed
to form a well aimiler to fog., His stiatements were oorrobor-
gted by those of the Plraman sbd the Mwoed Ddraikeman,

Flosgmen Murphy ststed thet when he was out flmelne,
while the train was Dbeing doubled into NHew nlohlsnd, he
wont beok anbout /4 of a mile or a mile, apd he etated that
he gould ase the markers on hig osbooss Irom that polnt,.
Fhen the tyein left New Riohlend, the merkers wore burnlog,
end after the trein hed trrevsled about Half a mile he looked
out of the rear of the csboore -nd saw tmmin ripst No, 96
spprocching, He atated thet he thought 1t wes avout 3/4 of
s nile distsnt, UHe btold Conductor Slems thut the traln wne
coming and then lighted e yellow fuses snd threw 1t off,
48 then stood on the platferm of the onbooss end when he
thought thet the approsohing trels bhed passed the fusee, he
threw off snothér yellow fuses, rrd statad thot a2t this tine
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the cebtoone xme about at the westerr epd of the ourve approoch-
ing tha polnt whar~ the opllizlon zfSerwarde ocourred. e
thauxght thet the fusses wore thrown off about #0 or §0 omr
lengthe apart. He contipund to wetch trela No. 36 and mw
thet 1% was goming prstiy Pact, apd then told Conductor Slems
thet he better get osut on the pletform. Ho then returned to
the pletfors, »aw that traln firat No, 96 wes getting clomer,
snd thiaking thet it wap going too fust he L1t a red fusee
and bepep plving stop slznale wibth 16, but no asnswer o itn
gfopels wes olven, He then wept into the oaboose and Lol
the ennduotor to get out on the pletform, Flagmsn urphy
at=ted thet he theh vuturned to the platforn and jusped of P
when the epprosebing train rae oBout & helf esr length diztent.
He thought the sreed of Sraln fir-t Mo, 96 was from L0 to 50
wiles gn hour, and seld tirt Suw locomotive hauling the train
wes workinz otesm wheo 1t ¢olilded +18h bis Srein, and thas
he 214 pot bo.r the engl.emsn of %3 o teeln whistle for either
o' the two rasd erosslings ~ilch they ndad vaazed,

Bondustor sloms » L-zin Wo. 94 stated th-t when
lesving Wew Hlohland ha =0, 51 vinz et his desk sand thet he
srw the flagmen throw off = ,=llow fuste. He slso paw the
headlisht of the locemotive heuling traim firet No. 96 when
% wvee sbout L midle ddls’oent, o 444 Dot see the flapman
throw off the avegrd fuses, .u. stated shet Just before the

colilzion escurred tihr £Ll:.msrn told him to get off, bub that
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he did not heve time @ do 20, He 414 pot remember whether
or not the flegman tels hlm sabout the apprasching of $r=in
first Xo. 96 previous to thls time,

Firemen Dalton of trxin rirst Noe. 96 stated zhat
at Wemeos, a eitstion 12,6 miles from New Blshlesnd, the oone
duator deliversd » tyuin order to thﬁ-oﬁgiaanan and anid
thet tr-in No. 94 Bsd left Hew Rlehland. 2% & polnt whboutb
1 mila wopt of the psoming treok awltsh st Hew Riohlend his
locanotive ren ovar Swo torpadoes shioh had besn laf't dy
the flagman of train Ko, 94, shd the sppesd of His tysin
wer &t onee readuced, Apsroeching $he evsticn he was laookine
out expoaeting thet they would veceive v trein arder, snd he
stnted thet he did 20t szes the Oraln arder sizoal ustil withe
In shgut four oor lengthe of 1%, Aftor pessing the stetion
the srend wor 22810 lnersszed, sud he got off hip sretbox
gad put in & fire. He Shen got beok on the sestboxm, whioh

weke 2lao occupisd by Hesd frakemen HoBpide, and leaped out

of ths window lookliag sliesd, but 41d not aso any fuses or
Lizhtae mherd of him trein. He then got down to put in spother
fire. Plramen Dalton z¥<ted th~% while he wae puttisg in

thia fire, the englasmen etoud up in front ¢f the sestbox

sg thoug: he mizlt bBave bean loocking 2% %he lubrientor, and

1% wer while he was 1n this pesition timt the 0ollision oae
ourred, Firemen Lelton furthsr stetad that the front window

on the left sice of the englne ke goversd with wot ghow
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whiw
boing Aviven by the wind from the left towsrd the right elde

of the locomotive; he 414 not koow whether or uot the englnee-
mpnt's window wes odoverad in a similar manner, He stnted thod

from the time he stzrtasd ts put in the mesocnd Iirs until the
oolliinion occurred, he d1d nut xoe ths snziseman look ocut of
the window. Ho nlso stated that e 414 not potioe any re-
Plaotion whioh might heve come from @ fuses, that he did not
pow snyLhing of traln No. 94, rbd thet he 414 nos think the
enginemsn eaw thed trein. He say $» % the snginemen made no
move toward shutting off atemm or 8 plying the slr Brakes,
Aftar the soeldent he wea telking »ith Brakemsn Molrice, who
afterunrin died from kin Iinjuries, smd She brsksmen told him
that he 454 ot anv 2 thlpg. Firemen Delton atrted he found
the oupela of the enbooss of trr-in Bo, 94 in the wreckags,
with the @upols lisht =tiil burning, smd ha sytingulshed ¢ 15
1ipht, He entlmatad the sneed of ;'r troin parsing Hew Rioh-
lznd to have been 135 ay 20 mil~ 25 nowe, spd sbout 3% milasg
an honur st the tice of thw ecolliiaion,
Conduetor Hiskok ov ted thet 1% wap &t Yatarviils,

23,2 niles from New Rloblepd, thet the opers=tor told bim thes
train Mo, 94 waa at New Alcehl-nd, and when he want to the
hond end of the trafn and told Iuxinemsn Htgwer the latier
a2ld thrt the oper-tor hmd sirendy told Mo the sema thing,.
Condustor Hlakok strtsd thut whru the gallision seourrsed he
wig pltting «t hla desk, rnd thot Zhers was po azpplisstion

of the zir hra¥es) the apwed ~t tlhe time wag about 25 miles
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oy hour, Heo stated that o8 he got out oF the gaboose to go
to the he-d end of the tr-in he gsow & yellow fusase burnibg
on the englneman’s glde of the traok at & point about twe
epy lengths behind the osboone,

Mogmen Colline, who was #iding $n the aupola,
firet on the one 2ide snd then on she other, stedeld Hhut
from the time kis trein pessed New Rlghlsmd to the $ire of
the acoldent, be dld not gee snything of say burning fusees,
but thet he oould see ths profleetion fras the fire box door
of the looometive when 1t was opéb. At the tice of the
colliaton, ke wa ryiding op the right side of the oupols,
but he 442 tot feel any epcliertion of the elr broaken, s
gtrtad thet when ha started “uok So flag, he found s ysllow
fuges bDuraing a ehort distance behind tihe oxbooma on the
enginements side of the ireck.

Aftar the spoldent ofl exsmination of looctmotive
L56 showed thet the pevorse lover wee in the forward position,
Hocked v ¢lese to the genter, the throttle vslve olosdd snd
the nir br-ke valve hendle In the rolease position. Engioemse
Btover was killed fn the seclident,

This sooldent wae @:used by the fallure aof Epnzinse
men Stover of troin first Ko, 96 o obazerve and be governed by
osuting and stop slebals glven by Fisgmen Murphy of train Eo.
e The evidanoe olesrly lndlontes thut fusees wore thrown

off by the flagmen of tr in No. 94 when he gsew train flret

Yo, 96 approsching srproxivetely 1 mile distant, while his
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train veg running et @ spesd of 10 or 15 siles sz houry that
po attentl n was peld to tham by Englowmsn Stover, and thet
hie lovomotive oollidad «ith train Bo, 94 without eny appli-
petion of She alr brekesz heving beon made,

Hood Brokomenr MoBrlde is alpo at fault for hia
frilure to meintuin 2 proper lookout, in view of the atormy
wenthor corndition prevaliling, sud in vier of the (aet thss
s undoubtedly kpew Shet train Ha., 94 war somewhors ahesd
of tls srain, Under such olrowmstances he should heve dove
kis Yest towerd eneistiog tls euginemsn {n abservlig the
tragk shesd, Hed bw dors go, it 1z poseible that he mlizht
heve geen the burtlng “usees sad have aslled the englnemants

ettsntlion to them thus srevensing the =oeldent,

Inginemen Frover enbured tShe perviee ss & flreanmup

in 1898, =n} wes mede on supinemen in L904; his record wso
good, Frakemon Mefiride enber-d iaw rervice lm Junusry, 1916,
and bud & ole~r peoord, +t Sie ti & F the scoldent, these
mefl 25d bezn n duty 8 houra snd 5" minutes af'ter & periocd
of £ duty of L7 houra,
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