
HO. 146 
August 0, 1913. 

Ill re Xaveatftgation of Aeei&ent on the Michigan 
Qantrel RtUroaA near Jack a on, If lab,, on 

July IS, 1913. 

On July 13, 1913, there m e A bead-end colli nion between 
two paaeanger tralne on the Hehigun Central Railroad at a 
point known aa Michigan Air Line Sroasing, a&out two sllee 
froai Jaekeon., Hi eh., resulting in the death of a fireman and 
the injury of 42 paeaengert, and & eaployeet, one of whoa, an 
engine****, aftervarde died. 

After lnweetlgation of thia aeeident the Qhlef Snap**tar 
of Safaty Appliaaea* report* aa followa? 

%etbouni train So* €8 w»e a Smfinaw Mviaion train, 
using the treeke of the Orand H#pld« Division, on which the 
accident occurred, from Hivea Junction, Mich*, to Jaekeea, a 
dlatanoe of If'1.6?! alias, thia train consisted of f haggage 
oars, 3 aeaehes* 1 oafe ear, 1 Pullaan aleeping ear, all 
of wooden oonatruetion exetpt the sleeping ear, which ma a 
nedern ateel ear. fhle train waa hauled by leeoavotive So* 
•093, and wm in charge of Senduetor fteadell and Bafrismajt 
San ford* At ftlvea Junction the crew la aherge received a 
copy of train order No. 316 reading aa fallow*. 

"Ho sixty eight <®8) tafcee aiding and aweta So. 
one naught flwa (105). at n. A. L« Creasing* At ten 
thirty 110130} a.au all overdue tr&lns have arrived 
at and left Jaekeon and Bivet Jamaica** 
Train Ho. 68 left Uvea Junction at lOiSS and at Hi Of 

sou itop„f>ed «t a point ateut SO feet from the waet awlten. 
of the aiding at Klohigah Air Line Oreeaing for the purpose 
of heading in and seating train So, Before the brakeaian 
aould reach the twitch train So. 10© eeae around the curve, 
running at a speed ef about 30 alias per hour, and collided 
with train Ho. 68, 

'weethooad train Bo* 106 va* a Grand fbspi&s Mviaion 
tr? in boun« fro* Jaekeon to ®r&nd Raplde* It aoneleted of 
1 Baggage ear, I eoatolnation baggage and passenger ««r» 1 
coach, 1 cafe oar and 1 ?ulliian parlor our. the eoaoh and 
eafa mr were of atari underfpa&e eonstruetlijn and, the l*UXlman 

an all eteel car. Thin train was hauled hy locomotive 
Ho. ana w&a in eharge of Oonduetor laugtwmn and Sngineaan 
tteaeoek, Tali train left Jaekeon at 11103 «*»., £8 ainutee 
late, and covered the diatnn.ee of two miles to the point of 
eollleien in about four tuinutee, colliding with train »o* 68 
at aoout 11 so? a.au, a« previously etated. 
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Delft ioeejBotivee were eoneiderabley $mmm&9 whila the 
f Irvt baggage o«r ef train Me. 60 wee praetio&lly deetreyed, 
helag taleeeepod Its antIra length Hy the tender ef leao» 
awtiva He. the hag^mge ear of train Ho. im fell Into 
the river whleh is ©roasted hy the traok at this* point* while 
the exMblitatloit qur w«a eontlderably damaged. 

Thie part of the iflehlgen Oentrai Bailroad ia a eingla* 
traok line, train aiep&tohing i« done hy telephone In eennee-
tlon vlth the manual bleak eignal aretea, #0 arranged as to 
afford erateotion mlw for inlawing atovastanta. fhe traok at 
the point ef aeeldent is level, and le etralght for about 
300 feet. On either aide of thie etreteh of etralght traok 
there ia a ewve af three degree*« Appreaehin® th© eaene of 
the aeeldent th# englneaan of train Ho. 10$ waa m the outside 
&f the curve hi a range of viei«sn, provided hie head waa 
QU% of the eab min&®mt was Halted to ®8€> feat; if hie head 
wme ineift* of the eab window, hie vision wa« Halted to a 
dletanee of 170 feet. The fireitatt waa on the laeiAe af the 
curve m& eevld have emn train 80. 6S at the point wh«tj»» it 
w«e etending a dietanee of W O feet* •while for e dletanee of 
900 feet he eottld h«ve seat* that the aiding -*aa not eeaupled 
by that train* 

"Whan interviewed in lite hoepitai before hla death Knginaaan 
Kfeaeoek atated that aftar reading tht order requiring tha t<*o 
trains to naet at tfieaigan M r kin* Groeeing, ha gave it to hie 
fireman. Jl$sp3*o&ehlng tha aaating point he aekeft the flreieeJi 
if train 80. ©8 was an the elding end tha latter held up hla 
hand and resiled, «aii right, $#orga*s tha fireaaa than began 
to work m tha fire, and. ae ha waa killed in the aallletoft, 
there ie nt* way af aeeerteltiing why ha gave the Sngtlneaaa 
i?rong infenaction, nhen the englnaaeji had re&ehed a point 
<vhere ha eould tee train Me* 66 he wae toe eloae to prevent 
tha collision. 1*he eaergenejr brake* ware applied ju»t erlcHP 
to tha eelllelett* Ha th«u*rht ha applied theis, but atatad that 
they al^ht have bean applied from the train. 

Henduet^r ftauglietan atatad that aftar leaving Jaekeon he 
want into tha eHoking oar and Pagan aalleatlng tiekwta. m e n 
thie e«r pateed tha eaat ewlteh at ttlehigan Air Line ©roeeing 
ha notleed. that his train waa running auite fast and leaked out 
o f tha window, expecting ta see train 19. 68 oa the elding* 
At hie train ttrooeeded ha did m% eae any train on tht aiding, 
and want into the o*MKg*$«e end of the evoking ear and looked out 
of tbe door. At thie tii&e the ettglriettaii had ehat off ateaa 
end waa applying tha brakan* thinking that the engine***, wee 
going to firing tha train ta a atop he then eloeed tht doer 
and etarted toward the rear of the traia* Juet before he left 
tha aaoklng oar ha h«»r$ the angina marking aia&a. lie then 
thought th® *ngine**tt had reeeivaa & proeeed signal or had 



&een train 68 oeeu|>ying- the elding, a® when be had 
loofcod out of tho baggage eW door he had teen ootoko around 
tho curve. He w&s undeeide-d <shat to Oo, however, an he hadr 
not been able to tee the engine of train tie* 68 when looking 
out of tlm baggage ear door, end It did not eee* possible that 
that train oouid have gotten, into elear in th® short tpane of 
time* A® he went fro® the eenbinetios oar into the eoaeh ho 
eisnail** the en«ine«»a to etop, using the air whistle signal, 
then went into the eeeoh, and «ra» shout to pull the estergeney 
«@r<a *hen he felt the fevafcee applied* the eellleion oeourred 
$mt afterwards. 

feear Ira&eisun Beseett stated thet when hit t rain had 
reaohed the east end of the passing tree*-he looked out of 
the elde door of the sleeping ear* Train No. 68 was nut on 
the elding, and «** bin train apparently mm not going to 
stop he stepped Inside the oar and applied the JxreJees by 
mm* of the eettrgeney o«rd« Me then started for the door, 
at whieh tiae the eollision oeourred* 

£ttgineiian aenford of train We. 68 stated that bis train 
h**d just mm to & atop when he saw train Mo. 106 approaching* 
At that tine the train wee Just eeet of the tower whieh was 
about 750 feet froa the point of eollisloft* When he firet 
saw train So. 10S he thought it would step« but he eaw 
the engine continue to war& ets&ie he knew that there TOuld be 
a collision and at one* Jumped off hie engine. In hit ©pinion 
the engine of tr«ln »o. 106 was working steaa up to the nolnt 
of collision* He thought that on account of the eurve the 
engine»sn of th«t train dia not eee train »e. 68 until it 
collided with 1t. 

This accident w&» oeueod fey the failure of the ore* of 
train No. 106 to obey train order Re* which required 
their train to m e t tr»in $o. 68 at lilohlgan Air Line Crossing. 
It w&« the duty of the engineaan ®n& eonduetor to know whether 
or not tr«in Ho. 68 was occupying the elding before passing it. 

Considering hie very limited range of vision, and the 
fact that hie engine wee working etean practically up to the 
P'.';int of collision, it lu evident that Sn^inesxtn heacoefc wee 
particularly eareleee. 

fhe conductor is equally responsible for not pl^olng 
hiaself in poeitloft to knew that train Ko, 66 wee not on the 
elding. 

Both the eonduetor and englneaen mm experienced men, 
end at the tint of the aeoident had been on duty I hour end 
30 alnutes. their service record indicates that during their 
ye are af eerwlee *ith the eo»j>tny they at tiaee had beers l«x 
In properly perfuming their duties. 



Snglnenan Ifeacook had been employed an an englneoan 
elaee 1878. In 188TL he was discharged for *dcuec% being 
re in eta tad about one stenth Xsstar. In 1690 and <sgain ia 1891 
he wm enepended on account of colliclone, while %® %W% he 
vae enspended for forgetting ordera and .running by telegraph 
order board at ftmeord, Klen* He hail also been disciplined 
for running by extinguished Bim&l %mp& in 1987 and 1908. 

Conductor Baughsan wee alloyed ae a brateeiaan in 1883, 
and in 1884 wa# discharged on account of unsatisfactory 
eerflee. He was reemployed a bra^eftan In 1887 end in 
1898 node «. conductor. Since 18® he had bean reisrimanded. 
six ti*s«?B and suencnded on fourteen different oneetlon** 
Among the euapenelone was mm in 1900 for leering a switch 
open* depen^iiig upon a. bratenen to olose the ft«Mej .I901f leaving ear to elbee to owaelng track that It did not properly 
clear a- treinf 190£,fallur* to protest train by flag, causing 
collision} ̂ anu>s.ry» 1909, account of accident; and .July, 
1009, account (accepting incomplete train order. 


