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In re investigation of Accident on 
Kiohlgsn Central Railroad near 
Francisco, Michigan, en 

July I S , 1913. 

On July I B , 1913, there was a derailment on the 
Michigan Central Railroad near Francisco, Michigan, which 
resulted in the death of the engineman and fireman and the 
injury of the conductor. 

After investigation of this accident the Chief In
spector of Safety Appliances reports as follows* 

£s atbourn! train &%. 1& w&es an Aafrripan Express train, en route from Chisago, 11^.,. to/Buff ald,<S. ?. It consisted 
of 9 express oars and one'combination Coach, all of wooden 
construction, hauled by loeettotlve Ho,v9363, and was In charge of Conductor tfhalen and fttglneitfeii*tfartin. this train 
left Jackson, Michigan, at 4)00 a,*ia.t *as derailed on a curve arest of the west s%ital£'of the passing track Rt Francisco, about thre©-quarters\ of, * JBIIW west of Francisco 
station, while running at an estimated speed of 43 alias 
per hour. 

The engine and tender tore up the passing track for a 
distance of about 336 feet before turning over on their 
sides. The first three ears were derailed and tilted to 
one side, but did not leave th© roadbed* The forward trucks 
of the fourth oar were derailed, the balance of the train 
regaining on the rails. 

The division of the Michigan Central Railroad on which 
this accident occurred is a double track line, the movement 
of trains being governed by autosiatio block signals. The 
track la laid with 100-pound rails, witJh about £1 oak and 
cedar tiae under each rail and well ballasted with rock. 
Six-belt rail Joints are used, the track had recently been 
rebailaated, and careful examination for a distance of about 
one-half ails in each direction froa the initial point of 
derailment showed it to be in good condition. At the point 
of the accident the track la level and on a 1.14 de$se curve, 
1600 feet In length* 

The firat siarks of deraileent were found 675 feet from 
the tangent cn the west end of the curve, ffhese mark a indi
cated that only one pair of wheels was off the traok at 
that point. Fifty-eight feet farther in on the curve the 
marks are v^ry distinct «here the second pair of wheels left 
the rails. 
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The derailed wheels ran along on the tlee on the south 

side of the rails and on reaching the west passing traok 
switch, 1296 feet from *here ths second pair of wheels was 
derailed, were caught by the ewiteh points and rails and 
pulled in on the paaalng track. 

The engine and tender turned over on their sides and 
came to rest 1639 feet from the first marks of the derailment. 
An excjiinntion of the truck and of all the wheels of the 
engine rnd tender failed to disclose any condition that 
Could he aselgntd s« the cause of this derailment. 

Head Br&kem«n Peeland stated that his first intimation 
of trouble v?cs when the Brakes were eg?plied In emergency. 
He eetimjited that the train ran a distance of about 200 feet 
after the brdsee were applied» Tie wnt forward to the engine 
and founeP the engln^Man dead, while the firemen, as after
wards proved tc he the ense, r&e fatally Injured. The 
f irec&n not nolo to t&lk vary much, but stated th&t the 
tender rheels "fra first tc leave the r?,ils. The state-

' menta of the othrr tmpXoy&es able to testify brought out no 
additional f a c t t L . 

After th«j acciiitnt ths, axles on both pairs of wheels 
in the favour6. truck of the tender were found slightly bent. 
The wheels on the frc _t sxle VCTG 1-15/32 inches out of 
Eouge sjit tliti ' A h c e l L , ;n tUj r.ar zxls were 9/16 inches out 
of gtv^v. 

?nc otc£l ~t£ccl - ;i* t:.i, Ur.dtr very plainly showed the 
Berks cf the last Uf^l.tic Uu-n-ng upen them, and being worn 
evenly the entire Oistrrtcc ^cun < the tire indicated without 
doubt that the ̂ ndi."^ u - u must h.ive occurred at 
the ti^e of the dsrcil-.in' . 

When derailed tae t^xi^ex «r&s not heavily loaded, hav
ing traveled 46 oilee sin ire .vator was taken, and 02 miles 
since coaling. 

The cause of t]/.j <• ei'ailment cannot be stated. It ia 
believed that the tender sas, the first part of the train 
to be derailed, hut the reasons therefor are unknown. 


