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IN RE mmwmnxog OF AN ABUYDSRT WE CH "B CURREDCOP
THE MICHIGAH CHNT tAL RAILROAD, NEAR CL&R mm__, Ju,/
MARCH &, 1920,

8

May &, 19E0

On Maroh 6, 1920, there was & derallment of a passsenger
trein on the Hichigan Central Railroad near Clarendon, Mich.,
whioh resulted in the death of 1 employee and the injury of &
pasaengerrs, ALfter investigation of this scoident the Chief
0f ths Eurseu of Safety reports as follows:

This sooldent cocurred on the Alr Line Division of the
Klehigan Cenfrsl Reillrcad, a single-track line, extending hetween
Jagkson, Mlioh., and Hlles, iich., & dlstance of 104.3 milee,
Treins are operated by timeteble and train ordera, no block
algnal eysiem baing in use. veat of the point cf zogident the
track 1s tangent for several miles, the grade 1s .23% smsoending
for eerstbhownd trains. The track is laid with 100 pound rails,
with 19 hardwood tise to the rell, ballasted with gravel and
¢inders. The weather was alesar.

Zaatbound passenger train Ho. 62 econslated of engine
8194, 1 oombimation meil and baggage oar, 1 express sar, 1l emok-
ing car end 1 ocaoh, in charge of Conduotor Hiokman and Engineman
Pick. It left Niles at 6.20 e.m., on time, passed Tekonsha,
the laat open telegraph steatilon west of the poipt of aceident,
gt 9.00 a.m., 42 minmutes late, and at 9.10 s.m. was derailed
st & ~oilnt ebout one fourth of a mile west of Claremdon while
trgveling at & speed eatimated o0 have heen from 30 to I6 miles

an hour.
The engine end firet two care were net dersiled. The

amoking oer was deralled but remcined courled to the exprses oar,
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inolined &t en angle of abont 45 degrees. The 1y ac&ch oame
to rest on its right sids, sbout 1& fest =outh of the track and
nearly parellel =i.hit. The employee killed wes the brekeman.

Examlnation of the track after the asacident dimscloped
a broken reil on the south or rieht side of the track. For about
10 fest at the reanetving #nd the reil wss broken into small
pleces, many of which were not more than three lnches in length.
About 21 feet of the leaving end of the rail romained intact,
geoured by one bolt to the adjoining rell on the east end.
¥eet of this roint there were no signs of anything having bsen
dragging on the treck or of any wheels havlng bsen derailed.

Taeatbound freight trein extra 791> passed over this
portion of the track shead of traln FHo. 62, having naased
Tekonsha et 7,30 a.m., the enginemsn of thet trein did not
notiee anything wrong with the treck. The englne orew of
trein Ro. 62 4id not notice anything indiestling a broken rail
or low Jjoint, their first intimation of anything wrong being
when the air brakee were epplied ln emsrgency by the dersilment
of the train. The begrages mester riding in the first oar, heard
& oliok and felt & jar which he resognized a8 bein- due to &

broken ralil.

Invastimation developed that after the seetion foreman
hed renewed two raeils at mnother polnt on hie seotion he had
notlced thaet this particunlar rell nesded ohsnging, the rail
having a battered end. He obtained m rall %o put in 1te plage,

end after completing his preparstione for meking the ohange
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sent out flegmen in esoh dilrectiom to hold sll trains until the
work hsd been completed. At thie time train Ho. 62 wes in sight,
and a3 he ooneidered the rail safe for the paceage of the trein
he geve inetruetions to the flagman who was sierting weat to let
treln No. 62 pase and then to stop sny other trein which might
approsah. The seciion foramsn thought thet when thse rall
feiled nnder the troin the rear cer waz the firat to be dareiled
snd that it pulled the sroking car off the rails,

In preparing %o change the rall the sesotlon foreman had
drawn two-thirde of the splkes on the ineide of the reil, leaving
every third splke in plaee, &nd had removed one-helf of the angle-
bar boltes; none of the snikes on the ontside of the rail hed been
diptutbed. This wes ths uesnal method followsd im -reparing te
ehange valls and it wes oonsidersd eefe provided the rsil to be
chenged was 1in such condldion that 1t osould be passedrover by
a trein without denger ¢f bresking unnder the trein. In this
particelar gass the reoviving end of the rell wes battered,
but not encugh for the seoetion foreman to conwiddr 1t aengerous,
while the roedmmster, who was & pascenger cu the train seid he
wep Ssetisfied tret there hud hein no visidble hresk in the reil;
the remBon 1% was Leing chinged —wes to svold dsmage to the reil
£djaoent to the battered ani. It waz ths nolley to chenge raile
havine defects tofora they hed an crportunlty of developing to
the point where they would be dangzerons; wbout 50 raile hed

been ohanpged on this mection during the winter.
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The rail #hilch failed waz & 100-popnd rail, rolled in
1904, and laid in main traock in the same year. In 1913, 1% was
removed to be reclaimad by sawing of? the ends, which reduced ite
length from 3L feet to adbout 1l feet. It was 18id in the track
om the Air Lime Division in 1913, remeining there until ites faile
ure under trein No. 62, making & total of sppraximtely 16 years'
mervioe

Thia ancident was caused by & broken rail. Thias reil
probably weg f motured under the engine hsuling train Fo. 62,
but the remsson for its fajlure weg not definitely sscertalneA.

All of the cmpluyees involved wers experienged men, and
néne had been on duty in vivletion of any ef tho provieions of

the hours of serviocs law.



