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O n M a r o h 5 , 1 9 2 0 , t h e r e w a s a d e r a i l m e n t o f a p a s s e n g e r 

t r a i n o n t h e H i o h i g a n C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d n e a r C l a r e n d o n , H i o h . , 

w h i o h r e s u l t e d i n t h e d e a t h o f 1 e m p l o y e e a n d t h e I n j u r y o f 6 

p a s s e n g e r b . A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c o i d e n t t h e C h i e f 

o f t h e B u r e a u o f S a f e t y r e p o r t s a s f o l l o w s : 

M i c h i g a n C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d , a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , e x t e n d i n g h e t w e e n 

J a o k s o n , M i o h . , a n d S i l a s , M l o h . , a d i s t a n c e o f 1 0 4 . 3 m i l e e , 

T r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e t a b l e a n d t r a i n o r d e r s , n o b i o o k 

s i g n a l s y s t e m b e i n g i n u s e . v . e s t o f t h e p o i n t o f a o a i d e n t t h e 

t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s , t h e g r a d e i s . 2 3 $ a s o e n d i n g 

f o r e a s t b o u n d t r a i n s . ? h e t r a o l t i s l a i d w i t h 1 0 0 p o u n d r a i l s , 

w i t h 1 9 h a r d w o o d t i e s t o t h e r a i l , b a l l a s t e d w i t h g r a v e l a n d 

c i n d e r s . Z h e w e a t h e r w a s o l e a r . 

8 1 9 4 , 1 o o m b i n a t i o n m a i l a n d b a g g a g e o a r , 1 e x p r e s s o a r , 1 s m o k ­

i n g o a r a n d 1 o o a o h , i n c h a r g e o f G o n d u o t o r H i o k m s n a n d E n g i n e m a n 

f l o k . I t l e f t N i l e s a t 6 . 2 0 a . m . , o n t i m e , p a s s e d T e k o a s h a , 

t h e l a s t o p e n t e l e g r a p h s t a t i o n v e s t o f t h e p o i n t o f a o a i d e n t , 

a t 9 . 0 0 a . m . , 4 £ m i n u t e s l a t e , a n d a t 9 . 1 0 a . m . w a s d e r a i l e d 

a t a " O i n t a b o u t o n e f o u r t h o f a m i l e w e s t o f C l a r e n d o n w h i l e 

t r a v e l i n g a t a s p e e d e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e b e e n f r o m & 0 t o 3 6 m i l e s 

a n h o u r . 

T h e e n g i n e a n d f i r s t t w o o a r s w e r e n o t d e r a i l e d . T h e 

s m o k i n g o a r w a s d e r a i l e d b u t r e m a i n e d c o u p l e d t o t h e e x p r e s s o a r , 

T h i s a o o i d e n t o o o u r r e d o n t h e A i r L i n e D i v i s i o n o f t h e 

^ a s t b o u n d p a s s e n g e r t r a i n H o . 6 2 c o n s i s t e d o f a n g i n a 



Inclined at an angle of about 46 degrees, ffhe day aoaoh came 

to rest on its right side, abont 15 feet sooth of the track and 

nearly parallel wt Jh it. The employee killed was the brakeman. 

Bxaminatlon of the track after the aoaidant disclosed 

a broken rail on the south or risrht side of the track. For about 

10 feet at the receiving «nd the rail was broken into small 

pieces, many of which were not more than three inches in length. 

About £1 feet of the leaving end of the rail remained Intact, 

semired by one bolt to the adjoining rail on the east end. 

feet of this noint there were no signs of anything having been 

dragging on the track or of any wheels having been derailed. 

3aatbound freight train extra 7915 passed over this 

oorfcion of the track ahead of train No* 62, having massed 

Tekonaha at 7,30 a.m., the engine man of that train, did not 

notice anything wrong with the traok. The engine orew of 

train Ho. 62 did not notice anything indicating a broken rail 

or low joint, their first intimation of anything wrong being 

when the air brakes were applied in emergenay by the derailment 

of the train. The baggage master riding in the first oar, heard 

a oilok and felt a jar which he recognised as bein; due to a 

broken rail. 

Investigation developed that after the section foreman 

had renewed two rails at another point on his section he had 

noticed that this particular rail needed changing, the rail 

having a battered end. He obtained a rail to put in its place, 

and after completing his preparations for making the change 
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sent out flagmen In each 41icotton to hold all trains until the 

work had he en completed. At this time train So. 62 was In sight, 

and as he considered the rail safe for the passage of the train 

ha gave Instruct ions to the flagman who f»s starting ?wst to let 

train No. 62 paas and then to stop any other train which might 

approach. The section foramen thought that when the rail 

failed under the train the rear oar aas the first to he derailed 

and that it pulled the snoklng oar off the rails. 

In preparing to change the rail the section foreman had 

drawn two-thirds of the spikes on the inside of the rail, leaving 

every third spike in place, end had relieved one-half of the angle-

her holts; none of the srdkee on the outside of the rail had b e e n 

disturbed. Shis was the canal method followed In -reparlng to 

change rails and it was considered safe provided the rail to he 

cheng©& waa In such condition that it could he paesedrover hy 

e train without danger cf breaking under the train. In thla 

particular case the receiving end of the rail wad "battered, 

hut not enough for the section foreman to consider It ciangorous, 

while the roa&si&ster, who was a passenger cn the train said he 

was satisfied that there had "been no visible break in the rail; 

the remeon it wn», being chtnped t & s to avoid damage to the rail 

fedjnoent to the battered erii. It was the volley to change rails 

having defects reform they had an ox {-ortunity of developing to 

the point where they would he iangerous; about 50 rails had 

been changed on this aeotlon during the winter* 
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T h e r a i l w h i c h f a i l e d w a s a 1 0 0 - p o u n d r a i l , r o l l e d i n 

1 9 0 4 , a n d l a i d i n m a i n t r a a k i n t h e s a m e y e a r . I n 1 9 1 3 , i t w a s 

r e m o v e d t o b e r e c l a i m e d b y s a w i n g o f f t h e e n d s , w h i c h r e d u c e d i t s 

l e n g t h f r o m 3L- f e e t t o a b o u t 11 f e e t . I t w a s l a i d i n t h e t r a c k 

0 * t h e A i r L i n e D i v i s i o n i n 1 9 1 2 , r e m a i n i n g t h e r e u n t i l I t g f a i l ­

u r e u n d e r t r a i n N o * 6 £ , m a k i n g a t o t a l o f a p p r f c x i Tataly 1 6 y e a r s ' 

• e r v i o e 

T h i s a c c i d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y a b r o k e n r a i l . T h i s r a i l 

p r o b a b l y w a s f r a c t u r e d u n d e r t h e e n g i n e h a u l i n g t r a i n N o . 6 2 , 

b u t t h e r e a s o n f o r i t s f a i l u r e w a s n o t d e f i n i t e l y a s c e r t a i n e d . 

A l l o f t h e e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d m e n , a n d 

n i c e h a d b e e n o n d u t y i n v i o l a t i o n o f a n y o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f 

t h e h o u r s o f s e r v i c e l a w . 


