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Gozober 7, 1918.
In Rer Investigation of an sccldent vhiah
eccurred an the Hemphils, Daliss & Gulr
Rallrosd, nesr Dingsn, Ark., on Sspitesher
B, 1215,

On geptember B, 1315, thers was 5 head-end eolllslion

belwesn 6 RMixed train snd an gxtra train on the Semphls,

Dalles & 3ulf Heilrand npar Singen, Ark., veeulting la the

injupry of @ employeea, Alter inmwestigation of thle sasident,

the OChief of the Diviglon of Jafaty eubmits the followins rercet:

The Neamphis, lallap & Sulf HAailrsasd, on which thia
secaldent sgourred, is a siogle~treok line, Tralng are
operated by time~table 2nd a Telsgraphic train-opder aysten,
no bloek eignal syatem balnz iIn use,

Ugetbourl aized traln Fo. 8, in ¢hepge of Conductor Fope
and Englnenac Quigg, left Xot Snrings, &XkK., #n roule to
Ashdown, Ark., &t 10.20 a, =,, “Jepteénbar 8th, 3 hours and
20 minuteas late, =nd s% 11.15 +. m., 1t pageed Hurfressboro,
ArkR., 7 milles weat of ‘vt ~7pin- i, 10 houra and 40 minutes
lete. Aftar leaving Hurfreevioro, 1% was deleyed at Sall,
about €.2 milag west, by beving %o double & 4Aill. On zeeount
of belog on duty nearly alvteen hours, snd in order to meke
up time and get iato Heeaville ae evon ae poasible, the orew
of traln Ho. & set off P orrs 2t 5all and progesded =ik the
pemalinder of the trsin, oonslating of locomative 107, &
losded aars, & agboonse =g 2 soach. The traelin gassed Tazln,

a soiteduled stovplig polind, £.5 miles weet of Ball 2% l.45 A, @,
g% whiteh time the crew nnd been gn daty 189 hoursg and 1L alnutea,
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a4t thip polat the trajn 414 not avOP 68 regulred by tinee
table rule, for the Frescott and Bopihuweslers Relliroed
Crossing logated Just sset af the sgation a% Feklog 4t 414
oot regleter at Yokio sod fallad o odeerve s stop aignel
elalized to hove Gean given by the apent with & wnlle light
from the atatisn plstfors. Ihe tenla procwsded uwptil 3%
reaciaed Weddge 30, eboul 2.9 alles weal of Takle, shere 1%
$o3lided »ith sastbound extre 108 =t sbout 2400 8, 5., ¥dle
ronning at s apeed of 12 or 16 mlles an haur.

4% 12200 pe @, o8 Joptesber 9th, a2 ofew, son-slisting
of Conduntar Auiras, Snglesgen Hleks, & firezsn and two
brakopen, was selisd for Suty at Hushville, drk,, with Ine
stpuctiang 19 do oertaln pwitcohing In the Ferd with sagline
108 and upom spzivel of deloyed niwed Svals Xo. 5, from Hot
dprings, o reliave fhe arew of et tpaln an s@mount of the
sixsesn~hour lav, and tebe traln %o, & Wrough o sohdewn,
AY about 1.20 2. d., hWsviag oampleted the swliehlng, Cone
duetar Aubrey wemi iz the residense of Irelussster Strosg
and reported thaet trein ¥o. O had oot sprived. The Sreine
saster gthen want o the diepatoherls affice ehick had been
ploged slnge .70 2. %, snd got indy communication with the
ererakor at surfresgboro and found thai traln Ko, & bad
preced thme polond af abvout 11.00 pe m  He then called tha
repiienge of Apest Folt as Tokis, s station 7 silse see? of
Heehelile. Agent Holy, wbo whs asleep, wkas sawskened nnd
inforned Tpalnmaster 2frong that trein He, 6 had nut passed.
Hle gtetion, aad, upon reguest of the frslnssater, agreesd Lo
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g to the gtetlon end hold trals Ho. Gdntil the tralbasater
end orew of angine 108 nreived at Tokis, There beling no
record of other trmine on the roed, the tralaonster lssued
traln order Mo. 1 to the arsw of locoaotive 108, xs followsi

*Eng. 108 run sxtra Baghville to Tokio and
raturn, with righ§s over &1l trains.*

Locomotive 106 lef't Hashville at sboul 1.40 2, ».,
backing ap and pughing & flet oer of gtgel ralle in froat
of the tander of the engine,., At absut £.00 a, &, it ¢ol-
112828 with train Ho, § on bridge 80, sboul 3§ milee sest
of Rashville, while wunning 2% = apeed estlumated to have
baen about & or @ milee an haur.

Engine 107 of traln No. 5 was bdmdly dameged and wos
partially dernllad, slthough 1% rensined aprlght, The tender
of this engine, howevsr, turned aver an 145 side %o the
north of the track, Ths box car insedlstely bshing the
engine sustained only =light dozage. The flat oy that was
beloeg pughed la front of oz lenier of locowotlive 108 wes
partially derailed and wos very badly demsged, whlile sngine
108 recgelved alighi deance,

Beginniug 2% & point about 7 of a wile esgt of the
polnt of the seeident snd pyoceeding veatward Yhe Track 1s
tangent for 3,080 Peet; thin la Follawed by & R-degree curve
to the pight 1,000 f2eot in length, wvhich 1in tura is followed
by a tangent 2,700 Fest in length. It wep at the beglnaing
af this tengent that the colllalon ogourred. E&ﬁt af the

point of soeldent thers ls a slight descending grade for
waatoound tralns, whlla -est of the point of accident ihe
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track la prootically level, Enginessn of westhound trains
have a visw of about 800 feet spproaching the poalint of
aceldsnt, while the viow of enginsmean sppreoaching from the
engt le unobstructed, The weather at the tisg wee alaser,

Engineman Hicke, eof extra 108, statsd that on agpount of
having no hesdlight on the rear end of hls englne he aoaid
not see beyond the end of the flat osr, and the first intle
mation he had of the oppasing trsin was when Spnkeman Aubrey,
who wes riding on thes flet csr, Ilagped him, ¢ ineedlately
reveysed hla engine snd st shout thet tine the aolllslon go-
currad., He ptoted that hla engine was pushing the flazt car
i front of hls tender, 23 the Ypalnmsater thought 1¢ wep 2
good ldes o have thls car ahsed of the englae Ior protection
in case of agoldsnt,

Gandugtor Aubrey, of exlra 105, ntated that about 1 hour
after completiag the switoning et Heshville, train Ho, 8§ not
Reving avrived, ha went to the hope of the teslnssster,
awaZaned bia and told hia that it waz abouf 1 ofclock and
asied for fupther instruotleons, The tralnmester then went
to his offiece, ocmlled the sgent &% Burfreesiors and asespialned
that train Ho. § had dersrted from that statlon, iHe then
eallied the agent at Tokio and asked hip If Re would hold train
Ho. ©§ untlil he srrived there with a pellefr engine. Upon ihe
agont informing him that he would, ths trainasaster wrole order
Mo, 1, giving thez righie over train Yo, §, He gliated that the
treinmeater diG not lsgus the order to the agent at Toklo, the
srrangenent belng that the agent would hold traln No. O until
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the arrlvel of sxtrm 108, Conduetor Anbrsy further sisted
that at the Lime of the acoidenthe was atsnding on the reer
of the flst ear vith Brakeman Aubrey, both of thenm having
vhite lanterns, while Sprakepan Hudepsth, who was riding ou
the engine tender, =2lso held his lsntern, He etatsd that the
firat intlustlon he had regerding sraln Ho. B was when he
heard ateam egouplng from the approaching lovomotive. He
looked and gmv the gmoke gisck sf the englue and at cuce Told
Byakeman Aubrsy o flap the cngineman. Donductor Aubrey
thon Junped from the train., Ho wintod thet he could gee about
4 car lengtha eherd of the flat ear. e aleo atalisd thal
there were no lights of any kind vigible on tralsn No. 5, but
thought that had the electric headllight of the snglae of
traln Ne, & baen burning be could have seen 1% whon & guarior
ef & mlle away, sand the necldent would not heve oeuurvrad,

The etatenents mede by Plresan Herrod and Bralcmsn Aubrey
and Hadespeth, of axtrn 108, nzrec with those of Cosgdustor
Aubrey and Znglneman nicivy.

Tralnmuaster Jdtron; tsteu et thers belnp Lo dlsepatcher
on duty atv the time he wss pslled by the opew of englne 104G,
he looked over tie Lr-in ne:t and toain orders and found
that there was no train -n ¢ line exeept traln He, 4., He
then lsened traln orley o, 1 to engine 108, RHe gtated that
the orew of Wrsla o, o 2e.a zead posltive inatructivins not o
axgesd 10 Lours oun duty a2t any time under sny aigaumstgnaes.
sind wag uneble Lo account Ffar thelr heving done moj nelther
could he undersiznd why ths crew of traln ¥o. 6 dald noy
register at Toklo, that beling a register station.
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Agent Holt, at Tokisa, statsd that Trainmester Strong
enrlled him by Selerhone at his home about L.2¢ or 1.28 a. m.
end ssked hin 3f traln ¥o. 8 had pagsed. He repllied thmt it
hed nct. 7The tesinscster thent paked him to go %e the astation
and figg traln Mo, 3, and saeld thet it had pessed urfresabore
at 11,38, and that he hod an onglae ready and would go out end
pealat 1t 1n getting ia, Agent Holt stated thut he did noy
recelve opder fo. 1, aad thet the teainmaster's lostructiong
to hlm to holi trela Ro. 5 wore only verbal. ile fupther staled
that he went 40wn to the statlon fmmedlately snd sab Jdown on
the back platfors with atls lantern aud had baen alttlsag thers
adbaut P wisutos vhen he heard train Ho. O wiletle for the
gtation. e ateted that he thes arose, stepped Lo ilig and of
the Tler and gave s ssop slizgnal. The engineman I trai: Ha, §
aaawersd the signal with two shurt bLlasts of the whlatle. He
Atated Lhetl he then stepped beek o the edge of the platfors,
thinking the traln would ptop. However, the apeed of tie
train 418 noet glacken and as the goaoh passed hilxm he began Lo
#Flva the stop 3lgnsl with his lentern and gontlnrued %¢ Jdo go,
follewing ke train Jown the irsck soms 30 or 40 yards. He
stated mlat wien he firgt saw the train and at the time 1t
snowered hiz signel 1t waa hetween 80 and 100 yards dlatand,
fie Joea ant think the train slowed down for the oroselng and
he sstingled thet ite spasd wea sbout 15 slles an Lour when
1t vrazed big etation. Agent Holt sald that ae s rule all
sreing whistled of £ betore resching the pmilroad orgsslng and

that it ig not the cuntom fop night traing to reglater ot .
hila strtion, Agent Hdolt slso atated thet there 1g n flxed
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mathod for atopping Yrains for orders as hlg station Wut thet
& lantern lg uasd, e 414 not, however, bave a read laniepra
and in this inetance flagged the train with a whdts lizht,

Engineman Quigg, of treln Ho. 5, atated that the delay
to hla train waa caused by the peor gondltldn ol his engline,
The eylinder packing was bDiowing very badly and ths engine did
not handle the traln in o zaticfzetory manner whioh saused Lt
to dvuble the zrede at Bell. The szginessn Jurthar atatad that
es he approashad Tokis, ke soundad the atotion whictle, alter
wiich he brought the tralsn under control and theh sounded four
Wlasts of She whilafls 23 a2 call fop algosls fros the reap of
hle traln, Ha recelvad an all-prlght sigosd froa the rear, which
ne anawered by two blasta 2f the walgtle., On pecount af the
bad sondlision af loconotive 0?7, he 4id not come o & full step
befure prosedlng ovar the ralliosd aroseing, a3 reqgulred by
rale, aa ha faared thet he woald have 4iffleulty Lln gefting his
traln atarted agaln. “nzinenan alzg etated thatl thore gre no
fixad algnals eontyollin, the movement af tralne, but that
¥hah tralng sré 1o ke storcul Lop arders a3 statlone, =2 red
fisg 1le uaed by day ant : #+2 lantern by night, and that with
the exqenptlion 57 Toklo, ! *re sre d0eignated Dlaces at whigh
thers flegm or li;hte -reo lisDluyed. He atated Surther thet
if s rod Licht hed been Jdiool:yed a2t Tokis, he would hsve
alorved, expecting Lo rsoelves ordoys the sane sp &% 2ny othey
statisrn, He atored Tint 23 he gome cloce RO the §tatlsn, he
noticed ¥ man lesaline voninst the Bmilding with what looked

to him like = farmer's lsntern 8t hig feat., Tha man roese
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to hisg feet and picked up the lantera, no otier moveksat
belng mada befors the traln passsd him. Soglnemsn GQuigg
stated thal Juat afisr leaving Bsll, tie esrbon of hlsg
elagtric headligh? bupned out and thnt e had ne wore 10
Put in, fe d14 nov have any fuace and did not have s red
lantern an his saglne, as ne asuld got get one. He staled
that he sould see about faur esnr lengtie akesd of bis trein
without the headlipnt bupnlng snd thought ibe accldens would
not have oecurrsd had s hesdllipghy been ia use on alhiier irain.
e did not stop at Jaklo snd pegleter, ag 1Y ls not the
custar %0 do so st night after the stativn s slosed, al-
taougn foklo la s gebeduled stop for ils trala. Ingloe-
aah w0lgg further stated thmi & bad asver osl zay Jdlisvol
ingtructions from Hflicinls regamiing the autlon he a2a0uld
taue in oas® heé 15 of the road at the 2xplratiin sf the
plxytesn=bour verlod, bud thss he hed bean %old oy 2ier depe
ployses thet 1t lg sugioasry o %ile up witerevaer they might
hZarpen to be. In tols perticulsy inglance Be eonslisred 1%
best to coue througn Lo Hashville as thares wxas as e to
take ohnrge of the sngione, thepe wag ao placs at whlch to
tia up #xeent on the =waln llne, and ewverythl.g was closed st
the tine, which provented the Lraln crev froa cosswnleating
with the offlolalg. He furthary stated that ordivarily thils
run ia zade withia 10 hoursa and would Gave Deen done ible
ting had 1% ast been for the diXfieculty thel was esnucuntered
in jettlmg over the nill st Jall,.

Conducter fope, af trein fo. 5, atated Luat atl ihe time
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the trala pasesd Toklo, he wae ridlag in the qoach a2nd sl-
theuyh he stw 4 2an with a zhi{e lentern on the stebios pletform,
e did a9% ses Lis zives say sigpal Lo stops e stated that the
first anowledpe he ad of the accldend wae wiven the traing
eolllidad,

Bath Flresan Hyvrs and Braimean 9adtk of treln %o, 6
atoted that they noticed the wults light et Toklo, bot thst
they eauld not dlstinguish who held A% and 41d Kot ees say
glon elznals given,

This zeglident wves onuced by an exire trefn belny siven
rleohtes avay, emdl running egeinei, an opbosing superior iraln
without the auperisr troin linving been mrovided wlth & capy
gf the Troln orier, for which “saiimseier 3tronpg in resconsible.

Acoordlng to the recogniced standsrd precilee, @ sopy of
ths order pAving extre 10T n rixhi over ell Sralns snould have
bean 1zeued $o saperior tredin o0 O, before extra 10D wee
repraltted T0 leavs (Tachwville, Lo tiie instence Trshmasior
Gtrong swekenel an over Lor Lpas le sléep R%T hle repldence
and arcertalned iat el Huo & Bed net pessed his 2tation
and, an the atrengzh f 7mie oresatoprts statesent $hat he wonld
held tpadn fo. &, lszusd e ordse te ertra 108, glving 1t
riht aver all Sralns, deveuting entlrely upos Agent Hols to
mroteet the movement. “uc. zcilon sn the part of Trelnczaster
Strang As indefensicle -:¢ 4o 14T4Le ghort of arimisnel
eorelegsnens.,

Goniributling %o the ocese of Lols rogldent wee tae fallure

-

of Staslion Agent Hold to take af "eotive memsurss to insure
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ptauning traln Po. S  In tie abaence of s red lansers and
In view of the imsortsace of hla %topplag the tealn, e sbonlg
have ploesd fovesloes uprosn the valls and used svery pugelbly
mesne to bring the <raln t0 2 gop. Although proviled with
torpednsn, he 2ade ne offort %o use thwas snd dependsd sakirsly
unon Blis wiite 1isht, e cpeed af wnileh tos tradn sppropahsd
Hlg at=fion, Sopesiier wiik the fagl $hat 1t Is » cugtea fop
treing %o shlatle of f before readdday the oreseing sivuld have
indlented Ty Aim thit bBis sipnel wex act undergtacl, :Hls own
rhzteoent Indicntes that lnptead of umking extradrdine sy
elforta o gten the tealn, gfler glving the flret «1op signel,
e Yook no fapcher gier s e algnel she teeln unbvil the cotol
an the pear end of Lo Iraln woz prasling hdo.

Tne Investligetlen of thle socldeat dlidolones e carelegy,
It +nd deppsprous uethod of iraln eperstions. hls rellroed
ir 3 hurlred zilee in lespth end hia no apersilag rules %o
govern ite eaployees, otheyr then a fév spealal pulsa ulitad
on the bock of the twe-luble, whlch sre of fhe aoal rudlsentary
nsture,

Ao officlal of this compesay oalled san egent &t 212
residonce at sne o'elogk in the morning, arcused Llx frow hie
rlesgr, snd on the sirsngih of kilas atatevent that & cosrtain
guarastir traln had aot pescad, 2ud thet be would go tO the
gtatirn st flar 1%, lesusd en order giving zn extra trald
rl oty aver the superlsr train ta the polint et wnich AT was
to .o held =nd ild ot evan ravilde the puperlog train ~1lt a
go=y 3 tne apler vlah restrlotad Llta rignts. A etelloa ageant

wer ey S ealled apon Lo fwaale tezis ordere at any tloe,
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dey or night, wae not provided <ith a red lantern with wiileh
to stop tealina) o locomotive on a froight treln wee srarted
sul without sufficlent amterisl tp keop ths headliphil mrning
duping the trip; an snpine wee no$ equirped with fusses aer

s red lontern, end Glds soteprlal eauld not be eegured; & flzt
cer loxnded with steel ralls weas belag pushed sbeasc af he
tender by the direesiva «f sz offlelinl for proteation ia epsu
af agoident, -hieoh would seswm Lo lodloaxte that ithw ofiiuial
lazulns theee lpections [oepred et Juel pueh dissster algut
SUOUR,

Tuls lnvestipgetilon also <lwclosgs the feol wWwmlb ong of
L2 erene luvilved hel oseva ua Juby In direct wlolation of
the Bours of derviecy agt.

For tWwwees ooaditiona, ihke uaangesent of the Hompulsa,
Salles & Sull Axilroue! sidne . responsible eha Lt i
resarkable only tral sdeld  ooloooks ave aot ogourred wlth
areater freauency.

Tne znfety of e treovellong yuabila apgenily desends
thet the Memohls, .wll ¢ 4 227 Rallrosd teke iomedls o
gtevs Su provice odeou e gownrailug riles and péguladics

snd aneh supervipion r: Al) lnswre the ssfe oparallos of

itz treline.



