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October ?# 19X5. 

In ftes Xnvaatlgatlan ef an accident which occurred em the Men&hie, D&lla* ft Gulf Railroad, w s r Singec, firk,, en Sept̂ aher 

On September 9, r>i8, there tsaa a head>en& collision 
between a aixed trala and aa extra train on tho fte&phls, 
Dallas & Oulf Railroad near ̂ lngen, Ar&., reeulting la the 
injury of 0 es^lcje^s. After 1ft va litigation of this aooidont, 
the Shief of the Division of Safety subatlta the following rerortt 

the Meaphia, k&llae & 3ulf Railroad, oa whieh thia 
accident occurred, ie a stogie-tree* lloe* fraiaa are 
operated by time-table and a telegraphic train̂ erder ays tea, 
no black signal eastern being in ace* 

êe tbo ami nixed trelfi 5«'o. 5, in charge of Conductor i'ope 
and Eiigineiaaa Quigs, left Sot Springs, Arit-, en route to 
Aghdovn, Ark., at lo.so a, , "tepteaber Oth, 5 hcura 
20 minutes late, ana .it 11.lo % it passed KurfreesfcerQ, 
ara», Ti atlloe '#eet af 'lot ̂ ??\n:ii, 10 hcura and 40 slnutos 
late. After le&vias ;iurfr**?oor.>, It wee delayed at Sail, 
about 4.8 ssilfce bj l iv ing to double a hill. On count 
of being on dut̂ f nearly «*tyteen hour a, and in order to 3»eke 
up time and get into ^vllle &a eoon aa possible, the crew 
of train no. f> set off ? osra at Sail and proceeded with the 
reisaiflder of the tr^in, one luting of loooaetive 10?, 9 
loaded care, a aabooee ar.ti a sa&ch. Hie train passu* ft Xenlo, 
a scheduled steppif.g com*, £.5 slice wet of Bali at 1.48 *. as., 
at union tiate the crew ru»ri "oeew an duty IS hours siad 16 einutea. 



at thl& point v&e train 4la sot otaa- as ramrod tin*** 
tablo rule, for tha Pvoaoott sad gortnsoetora Mllvtrnft 

Crsesiâ  ideated just east af t&* statist at ffofciet It did 
aot ysplater at Itefcio sad failed to atetervS a stop otgooX 
©lai$sd to ha?* been givsa br th* ageat vita a wait* light 
froa tho atstiaa $iatf arjs. She traia oreeeooeNl at til it 
reae&ed bridge &J§ afesat alias **«e ef Tefcis, ahsr* it 
oollidea with eaetfcauag extra 3*3ft at ateoa* S*-SO a, a,f vfella 
jrunaiag at a apsed of 13 ar 10 nil as aa hour* 

At io.aa p* $• m ^ptoatwr a a****** e&n-#!®ti*5g 
of Gtonduoto? Au&ra,/, s&gl&esan Sielss. a flrs&aa ana t&e 
ttrsheasn* sss oalieti iSuty at Nashville* with- IJI* 

s'cruotlâ s to da eertaia ewitoJUwg ia fas yard. vita e&giae 
ioa aad upon arrival af £elayt*t a&tst train Mo« #ra& Ho I 
sprla$«# to relieve the ore*s of that train m ooaount of tho 
sî teen-haws* low, m4 t&&© train § thmsgfe to m&®mm+ 

At about l*m having ooeiplsts4 the sieitefeieg* to-
dyes&r Aubrejr wont to tfcs r«sî oi*s» of trsfcî astsr strong 
aud reported that train So. § hail aot arrived, train* 
mster tftea went to the $lepate&er!s off ios whl̂ fc Jw4 fceea 
eloseg dittos 'J . 0 0 ?, (g. îid got into ooaounisstioft v.dUi ths 
e£*rat$r at fnutfreeoboro and found t&at traia So. & had 
pas«e$ tnat point at «&#ut 11*06 p* a# &S &iea eail«& trso 
reaideas* of Agent Halt at To&ie, ® station f ailss oast of 
§a«&tfili#* Agent gelt* w&e asleep* s*«s a»ak^s4 
iafarmed TTaiansster Strong that train So* 6 had not parsed. 
hie station, nnat upon reseat ef tha trsi in abater, #$yee& to 
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go to the gtstlcs cad hold train So. Qaatil tho tralnaaster 
and crew of aagiss 108 arrived at ôkio# there being no 
record of other traine oa th* reed, the tmiaaaster issued 
train eraer *?c. 1 to the orsw ef locomotive 108, $s fellows! 

10© run extra (tashville to toiElo and return, with right* over til train*** 
&oosnoUv* 100 left ftashvllie at about 1.40 a» a#, 

haoXiag op ana pugftine a flat oar of a teal rail* in frcat 
of the tender cf the engine. At about 8*00 a. a»r it col­
lided with traia Ha. & m bridge §0# about 3& ailee east 
of &a@hvillef v&tle running at a apead estlasted to have 
boon about 8 or © slice aa hour. 

Engine 107 ef train !?a. 3 *res badly damaged m& m& 

partially derailed, although it remained upright. The tender 
of this engine, however, turned ever on its side to the 
north of the traok. the bes e w instsdlatel? behind the 
engine sustained anly slight debase* 2&a fist oar that waif 
bel&g pushed ia front of luie t<m î r ef locomotive 103 #es 
partially derailed *r*l vea vcr/ betfly damaged, ̂ hll# engine 
loa received slight de.a*>se. 

Beginnliig at a point about .7 of a ails east of the 
point ef the accident ?nu proceeding westward the track Is 
tangent for feet; thia ia followed by a g-degree curve 
to the right 1,000 fset in langta, which in tarn ie followed 
by a tangent 2,900 feat in length. It vac at the begins lag 
ef this tangent thai; xb* collision occurred. last of the 
point of accident there is & alight descending grade for 
weetceuna trains, wfril® eat of the point ef soddent the 



track is practically level. £R$ineaen ef **etheuad trains 
nave a visv cf about 300 feet «pproacMi^ the point ef 
accident, tehiie the view of en@i&enea approaching tr*m the 
east ie unobstructed, fti& weather st tes ti#s ws; alsar« 

Sngineaea Make, of extra lOS, stated that en account af 
having no headlight on the rear and of his sarins ho eculd 
aot see beyond the end of the flat car* end the first iati* 
mti&n km had of use opposing train wee tften Sraksraan Aubrey, 
who was riding on the flat ear, flagged hin* He InAetUately 
revereed his esgiae aad a t shout that tine the collision oc­
curred. He stated that hie engl&e m e pushiag the flet car 
in frcat ef hie tender, as the trainmaster thought it was a 
geod idea to have tftla car aha&d of the engine for protection 
la case cf sooidtat* 

Ĝ miuotor Autersy, ef extra 108, stated that afecut 1 hour 
af ter conpletlag the switenlag at J$ea&viXlet traia 8o* S not 
aavlng arrived, he went to the he&e of the iraiBJa&ster, 
awakened bin &nd told hia thee it two about 1 o'clock aad 

for further iantrueticng* The trslsaaster ihea %-«mt 
to his office, ca l led the agent at Hurfreeeboro aad aseertslaea 
that train no. 5 had departed fren that station* He then 
ca l led the agent at Toklc and asked bin if he would hold train 

fto* 8 until he arrived there with a relief engine. Upas the 
agent informing hia that He veald, the traiasueetei* wots order 
J*o. 1, fifing thea rl̂ htc aver train So. 6. So stated that the 
$r*inssftster did not issue the crder to the agent a t ?okio, the, 
srranfsswnt being that; the agent «oald held traia Sc. 3 until 



the arrival af s»tra 108. aondnetof* Aahrey farther atated 
that at the Uae ef the aceidea$ke waa steading en the rear 
ef the flat esr with Bratteisan Aubrey, bath ef then having 
white lanterns, while Brakeaa« Hudspeth, who van riding en 
the engine tender, alee held hia lantern* He atated that the 
firet intiu&tlon he had regarding train 8o* 9 waa when he 
heard a tea* eseeplng fro* the approaching locenotlve. He 
looked and a&tf the ssoke etaok af the engine aod at once told 
irakaoaa Aubrey ta flag the en sir; ©man. Conductor Aubrey 
then Juaped from the train* He stated that he could see about 
4 car lengths cheaa of the flat ear* He alee atated that 
there were ao light0 of any kind visible en train Ho. ©, but 
thought that had the electric headlight of the eagiae of 
treln Ho, 5 been burning; he could have seen it when a quarter 
of a nils â sy, and the necident would not have occurred* 

She statements aads by Firaean Marred and Brakeman Aub̂ ay 
and Hudspeth, of extra 1^0, ogre?* with these of Conductor 
Aubray end Snginotasn hiahq, 

Tr&ln&aeter atra^ ?tateu that there being &o dispatcher 
on duty at the ti&a he called by the crew ef engine 10S, 
he looked over the tr-.in am* t and train errors and found 
that there vas no tr*in r̂, sue line except train So, &• He 
then issued tr&ia crdd* »io, 1 to engine 103* 80 stated tuat 
the cr»%? of train !.'o. aa,. sad positive instructions dot to 
exceed 10 hours on duty at any tiao under any circumstances, 
and w o unable ta Account f jp their having dons so; neither 
could he understand wjiy the erew cf tna in $o» 5 did not 
regie ter at ieklo, that .being a register station. 



Agent mitt at ?ofcle» eta tad that TralrjwtBter Strang 
sailed hia hj telephone at his hoae about 1*20 or 1*23 a. st. 
and e&laed hia if train Fo. a Had passed. He replied the t It 
bad not. the trainmaster than asked him to go to tbe station 
and flag trnln No. 5, and said that it bad passed ifurfreoabore 
at 11,£8, and that be h&d an sagiae reads' and would go out and 
realat it in getting la. Agent Stolt stated that he did not 
receive order m+ 1, and that tho trainmaster* a instruction a 
to him to hoi,1 fcrsin Ho„ 5 wore only verbal- its further stated 
thsi he wont -3 own to the statloa immediately and sat dawn on 
tha back plstfem vlth ills lantern and had been sitting there 
goaut ?S asi;utee when he &eard train @o« S afcisfilo for the 
station* He stated that he then arose* stepped to me and ot 
the ti*» and gave a atop elgnal* The englneasn of trail* ifc. S 
ftjisiverfut the signal itittt two short bluets of tho thistle. He 
stated that he then stepped back to the e%e the platform 
thinklug; the tr&ln B o a l d stop* However, the speed of the 
train did not Mi&cken end as the coaoh passed hia he beg&ri to 
give the stop signal vitas, hie lantern and continued to ao &o, 
following the tr* in dowa the track earns So or 40 yards. He 
•stated stet *hen he first saw the train sad at the tins it 
GtiRverert his signal it waa between 80 end 100 yards dletaat* 
lie -ioea not Shink tbe train slewed down for the crossing aoa 
he estiisated thai ite spe^d was about 15 stiles an hour when 
It passed hie station. Agent Holt said that as & rule all 
trains whistled aff before reaching the railroad crossing and 
tfet it le not the custom for night trains to register a*_ 
hla BtPtioa, £gtnt :?olt sleo stated that there le m flsed 
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aathoti for stopping train a far or&erc at his statioa bat ttost 
a lantern la seed* He did not, hcmsvor* have a red lantern 
and in this instance flagged the train eltfc a waits light* 

gnglnsaan 3ui£g, of train He. 5, stated tlaat the delay 
ts» hia train vaa e&uaea by the !>oor condition cf hia $n̂ lae« 
The cylinder peolting waa blowing very badly and the engine did 
net handle the train in a satisfactory manner union cauacd it 
to double the gr»de at Bell. The saglneaaa farther stated mat 
«a he ap̂ rcacbed To&ia, ha gmmded the station »bic tie, after 
wM ch ne brought tim tr̂ in under central and taea sounded four 
blasts ef tne whittle as * call for si&nale froa tUa r&ar of 
M s train. He r*ceiva»a an all-jrigtat eignel from the j*sar, ^hlcfe 

as anattered 37 two ftlasta a£ the viatic• On account sf tne 
bad cendisien 3f locomotive 10?, be did not come to a full step 
before preceding svar she railroad crossing, aa required by 
rule, as ha faered tbnt h% mnl& have difficulty in getting His 
trsin started again. "Zn̂ inena** tulgg stated t&at &,sjr£ ©re nc 
fixed signals contrailint1 the aaveacot af trains, but tlsat 
•when trains arc to tes it a ft .nil far orders at stations, a red 
fles ie used by day ar«i 1 r**a l&ntera by night, and that wita 
the exception af ?okl», *re mre da donated places at vtelob 
these flêM or li«;iitv - P I aloplwytd. eta ted further that 
if * red ll̂ ht hrd been .Ut*nl»,ye4 at Toaio*. fee weald have 
atorTjed, expecting to rsaei^a or-tere the caese as at any otber 
station. He stŝ ê l ti,nt £3 he coae olege to the station, he 
notice*! 5 ra^n le*ni«r ,j^inKt tte building vita what looked 
ta hia like a feraser' s lantern at M s feet. His san roes 



to hia foot and picked up the lantern* no other mvtsm&t 

b̂ iag weda before tho train passed his. £n£iflefH&& Quigg 
stated that Juet after leaving Sail* the e^rcon of M s 
electric ho&dlight burned aut end thai he had no »are to 
pat In* He did not have any fosse snd did not have a rod 
lantern en hia engine, as &e oooia not get one* He stated 
ths* he ooulct tee Jibsut four oar lengths a&e^g of fci® train 
ul tacit t tiie hea41i£at s^mlug end thought the" aaoldoas would 
not h&ve recurred had A headlight been la ueo on sltuor tr&lo. 
He did not etajs at fosio and register, aa It is fiat the 
custoa to do so at night after tha static is clase-a, al* 
taouga felt is is & aehodulod etop far Vila train* £flgiae-> 
eea ^aigg further atated that &e Had aevsr iied say direct 
Instructions £r»a officials regarding fctie act lea no ikiould 
taxie in 0«&e he is on the road at tbe explrseiJA af the 
eisteen-bour oorlM* but %nmi h« bed been tol4 0/ Jther ̂ em­
ployees thet it it ouetoaory ta tie aj> wh*re7*r th$y sight 
âi>p«n to be, I& tela g>&rtioalar lfiglence he considered it 
beat %Q co&e throoga ia M#&h?ille &a thare was ao ^ne to 
ta&s charge the engisis* there ao place at which to 
tie up a%eer<t oa the line, end everything yaa closed at 
the tiao* »hlch prevented the train crew froo eonieaalQating 
Lth the offloiale* He further atated that ordinarily thia 

run l@ $ado withia Id" hours and *o«ld have been gone tola 
time had It not been far the difficult/ that waa encountered 
in getting- ovs?r the hill at ̂ &11. 

Conduotar i*epe( tr^in b> stated tjuat a 6 the tlse 



the train paasad tokio, he r l&log In the eoaca m& al­

though he ̂ aw a soon **ith & - SM I B Inn tern on tho atetlotf platforsa, 

he did not aee fcii$ give nay s i ^ a l to stop. He state* taat tha 
f imt <cnowle3ge he of the acei&emfc unen the trains 

eol l laed« 

Hoth firesaen %frs and Brakessn &oit& of train So- & 

stated that they noticed tee vaito l i g h t e t f o & i o ( but that 

they could not aiatlngulab. wlio held it and Sid not see sny 

etop algnala $iven, 

^his aooloent was eaueeS bs an extra train being given 

rights aver, end. running c^sinat, opposing superior tr&ia 

without tise ouperisr tr«in living been *srovi4e4 oith & copy 

of the train or- ier, far which "/ralnsaeter Strang Is ri*esc?naiole. 

AcooraiKg to the recognised srtaml*r& practice, a fiopy of 

tins order giving ortrp loz n r3s"*ht over R I X trains eusuld have 

be«a lapusd to superior trri?. a* 3*. before efctrft 100 «&a 

pfrraittsd to leave tfaclivilis. t.r '.hi* inet&fice Traftuaartor 

Strang; awtkcneft &n e w r ; - >r -lie sleep at hi© residence 

ana asccrtalntA tks* t>r* i n ^ u , 5 h*d net passed hia station 

arna, an the strength if n . * cr^-ater'a atateweuS tliat he wonLl 
hold train Mo. fi, iss^ti @ - i r a s r to ertra 10&f giving; it 

r ight aver all trains, de»pp «'inc entirely upon Agent Holt to 

protect th© rsevsEtent. action m the part *?f iVftJUuaaster 

strong ie lAdsfen3i.:;e little short of orialnel 

eorcleseneas. 

Contributing to ti*e ot:aj^ t&ls &©ci«ioiit <fc&e bw failure 

of Station A®e»t Holt %o t»ke ef"active measures to Insure 
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»capping train $* In tns a&aonoe of A r#& laater-4 &sd 
in viev of t&e laporttraee of ais stopping train, he atamld 
have placed tarpe^oew «£9n the railj* and used siŷ ry possible 
$s&n<i to brinj the train to a cap* Although provided wit» 
torpodaOA, ha ssade ne effort fca uae tim$ and d®i*ea££d entirely 
upon a is shite Xl^at, sp-eed at s&lofc toe train a$$reoohs6 
M a et*tlan, tegrther with the fact test it is a ouatoa for 
trains ta uftistle off before resafeing t&e crookm* should have 
Indies ted t i ilia tint his signal m«s net und«rst^il, 41a awn 
it&t-i*t'«mt indlcf*tea that Instead sf saving eattraor<iinr*7 
effortn stop *fte train, after Ifi^ing tbe firet atop Signal* 

tnofc aa ftir*.her at*? s to eiguel tbo train until tha roc. st­
em th?1 r**&r and &t £j-e tr&in ̂ as pegging 

The invsstig&tJen ef this accident diacio&ee a carelsee, 
*TA dpaceraus uethed c*f train epei*fttltai* *hle railree^ 

1* % hui.Jred mllrp in length and hac no cper&ti.i& rui^ i, tc 
govern its e;aplsj«£&, other than a ftw g|?eaiai rulae ja*U.ta& 
on the bcek tbe tlus-iabie. *&ioh are of tho aost ru&iaeatary 
nature. 

An official of this coKpeay sailed an cgent at Aie 
residence at sns c*slcc% la the asaming, aroused &is frau ills 
pleer, snd >n tbo strength of M e st&fcefec&t that a certain 
eur^riir tr<?ln had nat phased* and teat be aould go to the 
stfltiin *>ni ?la* it* iesnjed en or£er giving an estra traia 
rlj\*# iv**r the superior twin ta she peli*t at wnich it was 
to J«J held -snJ lid not av&n ^rnviJo the superior traia a 
co".y tn* >rier Mftieh repatriated its rign-ts* A station a$ent 
vci :wy £e sailed upon to ha/tule traia orders at any time, 
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* 11-

day ar sight. *ras not sroviJLed -riLta a red lantern with vhiea 

to stop trnlua; s locoselive an a freight train m a started 

out vitaout sufficient material to fcecp tJi* osaallg&t burxiiag 

during th© trip; an angina w o not equipped with ftisees nsr 

a red lantern, sad tai a .jts t@rlai eoold net &e seouredj a flat 

car loaaded wish stael rails we a teeing gashed afce&d a£ tao 

t^Ra&r by tne direst l'j>a an official for protaaEioa Li e&#c 

or accident, ,&ioa vould scea to indicate that tee offioisi 

i»£ui%* slices ..irectloaa roared that Juet eucii disaster al£&t 

T2il# laves n a t i o n aljo Cig©Xasea t&e fact thst on? sf 
u»e er^ws l^v^lyed bai l joe** on CMH? in direct violation jf 
tlis Hours jf Jervict* **ct« 

?ar t*teee ooottissoiia, ^ae aL&aa&eacat eX ti» ̂ esajaiia, 
bailee & 3ulf aailrocl r>lo/i(f responsible- aaa it ia 
rsaariable only t/ia: eo',-^..^ have not occurred yith 

neater freiueiioy. 
'Jhe safety eJ t*i-j f r v uui£ ;judlio argootly de^ftds 

that the Hea^ie, .toll G & .'*lf Bailro&d take iasediate 
a tops to praviue adefa ootrTtlng rules ana rs^ulatioi^s 
end such supervision /ill injure tfte safe operation of 
its trfeiae* 


