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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

RIPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE INVESTIGA­
TION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCUPBED ON THE MACON, DUBLIN & 
SAVANNAH RAILROAD NEAR FITZPATRICK, GA , ON PEPTEMBFR 1 1 , 
1923. 

Sep tember 27 , 1932, 

To the Commission* 

On September 1 1 , 1922 , t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f a 
l i g h t e n g i n e on the Ma«on , D u b l i n & Savannah R a i l r o a d near F i t z -
p a t r i c k , Ga , : c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e dea th o f 2 employees and the 
i n j u r y o f 2 e m p l o y e e s . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s r a i l r o a d ex t ends b e t w e e n Macon and V i d a l i a , Ga. , 
a d i s t a n c e o f 92 ,26 m i l e s , and i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r which 
t r a m s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a m o r d e r s , no b l o c k -
s i g n a l sys tem b e i n g m use . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t a p o i n t 
about l / 2 m i l e west o f F i t z p a t n c k , app roach ing t h i s p o i n t f rom 
the e a s t , t n e r e a r e about 1,500 f e e t o f t a n g e n t and a 2 - d e g r e e 
cu rve to tne r i g h t 114 f e e t m l e n g t h , the f i r s t mark o f d e r a i l ­
ment b e i n g on t a n g e n t t r a c k 48 f e e t beyond t h e l e a v i n g end o f 
t n i s c u r v e . The g r a d e i s d e s c e n d i n g f o r wes tbound t r a i n s , v a r y ­
ing f rom 0 33 to 0 70 p e r c e n t f o r a d i s t a n c e of about 3 ,300 
f e e t , f o l l o w e d by 800 f e e t o f 0 92 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g g r a d e t o 
the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t . The t r a c k i s l a i d w i t h S5-pound r a i l s , 
30 f e e t i n l e n g t h , w i t h 16 o r 17 u n t r e a t e d p m e and c y p r e s s t i e s 
to the r a i l - l e n g t h , e m g l e - s p i k e c 1 , and w i t h o u t b a l l a s t , the t i e s 
r e s t i n g on the c l a y and d i r t r o a d o e d The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t 
tne t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t abou t 9 .12 a m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Westbound l i g n t eng ine e x t r a 157 was m cna rge o f Con­
duc to r Le Sueur and Engineman Moody. I t p a s s e d J e f f e r s o n v i l l e , 
about 8 m i l e s f rom the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and the l a s t open o f f i c e 
a t 8 45 a, m , and was d e r a i l e d w h i l e runn ing a t a speed e s t i ­
mated t o have been about 30 m i l e s an hour. 

Tne e n g i n e and t e n d e r went down the embankment on the 
l e f t s i d e o f the t r a c k , the e n g i n e coming t o r e s t n e a r l y bo t tom 
up w i t n i t s f r o n t end 322 f e e t w e s t o f the p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t . 
The t e n d e r f rame r e m a i n e d c o u p l e d to the e n g i n e , p a r a l l e j L . w i t h 
the t r a c k , w h i l e t he t e n d e r t r u c k s were i n t he r e a r of the f r ame , 
w i t h t he c i s t e r n b e t w e e n the frame and the t r a c k . The emp loyees 
k i l l e d w e r e the c o n d u c t o r and a n o t h e r employee who was deadhead­
i n g on the e n g i n e 
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Summary c f evidence 
A c c o r d i n g t o Engineman Moody a n i F i reman K i n g , the 

f i r s t t h e y kneiv of a n y t h i n g wrong was when the f o r w a r d t e n d e r 
t ruck was d e r a i l e d , a t which t ime the eng ine was d r i f t i n g a t a 
speed of about 25 or 30 m i l e s an hour. They nad ne t n o t i c e d any 
rough r i d i n g o f tne e n 6 m e , w h i l e Engmeman Moody s a i d i t nad 
r i d d e n w e l l on p r e v i o u s t r i p s . The wedge f o r a d j u s t i n g t h e 
s l a c k b e t w e e n t n e e n g i n e and t e n d e r was m i s s i n g , En^ine.nan ifcud^ 
s a i d he aaa r e p o r t e d i t b e f o r e l e a v i n g Macon t o r V i d a l i a on t n e 
p r e c e d i n g day , and t h a t ano tne r one nad been put i n . T h i s b e c c 
weage i«as l o s t on t h e t r i p and F i r eman K i n g t n o u m t t h e r e f?a,s 
c o n s i d e r a b l e s l a c k be tween the e n a m e and t e n d e r as a r e b u l t . 
Engineman Moody had. l o o k e d o v e r the e n g i n e b e f o r e d e p a r t i n g f o r 
V i d a l i a , and a l s o when s t o p p i n g f o r w a t e r a t D u b l i n , m i l e s 
f rom F i t z p a t r i c k , but nad n o t i c e d n o t n i n g wrong. Mas te r Mecnani 
Coombs s a i d h i s e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e ermine d i d n o t d i s c l o s e any­
t h i n g wh ich c o u l d have caused tne a c c i d e n t , a n i e x p r e s s e d the 
o p i n i o n i t was due t o e x c e s s i v e speed , 

Engmeman C. S C a m , who had o p e r a t e d e r . 6 i n e 167 on 
September 9 , s a i d he had n o t i c e d n o t h i n g unusual i n i t s r i d i n g 
q u a l i t i e s W h i l e on t n a t t r i p the l e a d w h e e l s o f the r e a r t en ­
der t r u c k had d e r a i l e d to the l e f t on the o u t s i d e of a c u r v e 
w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed of a b o u t 35 m i l e s an hour, bu t he 
d i d n o t a s c e r t a i n tne cause cf t h a t d e r a i l m e n t . 

Eng ine 16 7 i s o f the 4 - 6 - 0 t y p e n a v m g a t o t a l w e i g h t , 
e n g i n e and t e n d e r , o f 196,000 pounds . Examina t i on shewed t ha t 
a l l w h e e l s were w i t h m the l i m i t s as t o g a u g e , w h i l e t he l a t e r a l 
mot ion was a l s o w i t h i n the p r e s c r i b e d l i m i t s The f l a n g e s on 
the r i g h t e n g i n e t r u c k w n e e l s , a l s o on the r i g h t No 1 t ender 
t ruck w n e e l , had some v e r t i c a l w e a r , but were w i t h m the condemn-
m g l i m i t The f l a n g e on the r i g h t No. 2 t e n d e r t ruck .irheel was 
worn v e r t i c a l to about the condemning l i m i t , but the f i r s t marks 
of d e r a i l m e n t were on the o p p o s i t e s i d e o f the t r a c k , and the 
f l a n g e s on t n a t s i d e were found to be m g o o d c o n d i t i o n Exam­
i n a t i o n c f the work r e p o r t s , d a t i n g back t o September 1 , d i s ­
c l o s e d n o t h i n g which had any b e a r i n g on t h i s a c c i d e n t 

E x a m i n a t i o n o f the t r a c k showed t ha t the f i r s t u a r k oi 
d e r a i l m e n t was a f l a n g e mark made by a t e n d e r t r uck wneel on cne 
running s u r f a c e of the l e f t r a i l , t h i s mark e x t e n d i n g d i a g c n a l l : 
a c r o s s the r a i l t o w a r d the l e f t s i d e f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 27 f e e t 4 
i nches t o where the w h e e l d ropped o f f on the o u t s i d e . B o t h 
p a i r s o f w h e e l s of t n e f o r w a r d t e n d e r t ruck were d e r a i l e d a t t i n 
l a t t e r p o i n t , and t h e marks then c o n t i n u e d on tne t i e s a d i s t a n c 
of 51 f e e t , g r a d u a l l y l e a d i n g t o t h e l e f t , the t i e s w e r e tnen 
bunched and b roken f o r a d i s t a n c e of about 190 f e e t Marks on 
the embankment i n d i c a t e d t na t the t e n d e r w h e e l s l e f t t he t i e s 
130 f e e t f rom the i n i t i a l mark, and a p p a r e n t l y i t was a t t h i s 
p o i n t t h a t t h e e n g i n e was d e r a i l e d , the f o u r f o l l o w i n g r a i l s on 
tne l e f t s i d e of the t r a c k b e i n g t o r n up and b a d l y bent A t a 
p o i n t 27 5 f e e t f rom the i n i t i a l mark t h e r e were f l a n g e marks on 
the t i e s made by the e n g i n e t ruck w h e e l s , a p p a r e n t l y j u s t p r i o r 
to the t i . r e the e n g i n e o v e r t u r n e d . 



- 3 -

On examin ing the t r a c k app roach ing the p o i n t o f a c c i ­
den t , n o t h i n g was f o u n d to i n d i c a t e tha t t h e r e had been any-
d r a g g i n g equipment The c o n d i t i o n o f the t r a c k , however , was 
no t v e r y g o o d F o r 1/2 J i l e m e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n t i e s were found 
which w e r e m bad c o n d i t i o n , some ware not s p i k e d , ^ h i l e m 
e t h e r i n s t a n c e s t ne s p i k e s a p p e a r e d t o have been d r i v e n v e r y 
r e c e n t l y As p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d , t h e r e i s no b a l l a s t uuoer the 
t i e s , the t r a c k b e i n g l a i d on tne c l a y roadbea , and i t v;as found 
t h a t the c l a y and d i r t had worked out f rom under the end& of the 
t i e s m many p l a c e s j l e a v i n g , t h e t r a c k c e n t e m o u n d , an J i t was 
o b s e r v e d t ha t t he t r a c k was g r e a t l y d e p r e s s e d under the T.ei^nt 
o f p a s s i n g t r a i n s The gauge was i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n . The sur­
f a c e of t he t r a c k a p p r o a c h i n g the c u r v e v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y ; b e ­
g i n n i n g a t a p o i n t 750 f e e t e a s t of the c u r v e tne l e f t r a i l was 
f rom 1/4 i n c h to 7 /8 m e n l o w e r tnan the n 0 n t r a i l f o r a d i s t ­
ance o f 230 f e e t , and f r o m tha t p o i n t to w i t m n 90 f e e t o f tne 
c u r v e the r i g h t r a i l was f rom 1/4 m e n t o 7 /8 i n c h l o w e r than 
the l e f t r a i l . The s u p e r e l e v a t i o n of the c u r v e v a r i e d f r o m 
1 1/8 t o 1, 3 / 8 i n c n e s . W h i l e t n e i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h m a c c i d e n t 
was b e i n g made, t h e r e was ano the r d e r a i l m e n t a t a p o i n t about 1 
m i l e d i s t a n t , due t o t he t u r n i n g of a r a i l , and i t wa ĵ f o u n d 
tha t a t t h a t p o i n t t he t i e s w e r e n o t m t h e b e b t c o n d i t i o n , were 
w i t h o u t b a l l a s t , and t h a t i n some c a s e s t h e y w e r e u n s p i k e d . 

S e c t i o n Foreman C. T. C a m , who r e a c n e d the s cene o f 
the a c c i d e n t v e r y s h o r t l y a f t e r i t s o c c u r e n c e , s t a t e d he c o u l d 
f i n d n o t n i n g about t h e t r a c k or e n g i n e which wou ld have caused 
the a c c i d e n t . He c o n s i d e r e d the t r a c k to be m f a i r l y g o o d c o n ­
d i t i o n . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

Th is a c c i d e n t i s b e l i e v e d t o have been due t o e x c e s ­
s i v e s p e e d o v e r uneven t r a c k . 

Engmeiran Moody made a s t a t emen t t h a t the speed a t 
the t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t was as h i g h as a t any p o i n t on the 
t r i p , and a c c o r d i n g to the t r a m s n e e t , e n g i n e 167 was o p e r a t e d 
a t an a v e r a g e speed o f about 32 m i l e s an hour be tween D u b l i n and 
J e f f e r s o n v i l l e , a d i s t a n c e o f 30 65 m i l e s . When c o n s i d e r e d m 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the d i s t a n c e the e n g i n e ran a f t e r the d e r a i l ­
ment, and the manner m which t h e t r a c k was t o r n up, i t seems 
apparen t tha t t he speed a t the t i m e o f the d e r a i l m e n t must have 
been a t l e a s t 30 m i l e s an nour, and i t i s p r o b a b l e tha t t h i s 
speed , c o u p l e d w i t h t h e v a r i a t i o n s m e l e v a t i o n and tne c e n t e r -
bound c o n d i t i o n of tne t r a c k r e s u l t e d i n the t e n d e r r o c k i n g to 
such an e x t e n t as t o caube the f o r w a r d t e n d e r t r uck w n e e l s t o 
be d e r a i l e d . 

The employees i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men, and none 
of them had been on d u t y i n v i o l a t i o n of any o f the p r o v i s i o n s 
of the hours o f s e r v i c e law 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u o m i t t e d , 
T. P . B o r l a n d , 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 


