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INTERSTATE COMMERCE C012£ISSI0N 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AIT ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
L O U I S V I L L E , HENDERSON & S T , LOUIS RAILWAY NEAR 
SOAPER, K Y . , ON FEBRUARY 1 , 1 9 3 9 . 

A p r i l 3 0 , 1 9 3 9 . 

T o t h e C o m m i s s i o n ; 

On F e b r u a r y 1 , 1 9 2 9 , t h e r e w a s a h e a d - e n d c o l l i ­
s i o n b e t w e e n a p a s s e n g e r t r a m s.nd a f r e i g h t t r a m o n t h e 
L o u i s v i l l e , H e n d e r s o n 3= S t . L o u i s R a i l w a y n e a r S o a p e r , 
K y . , w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n t h e d e a t h o f f i v e e m p l o y e e s a n d 
o n e p e r s o n c a r r i e d u n d e r c o n t r a c t . 

L o c a t i o n ond, m e t h o d o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t h a t p a r t o f t h e L o u i s ­
v i l l e , H e n d e r s o n & S t . L o u i s R a i l w a y e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n 
S t r a w b e n y a n d H e n d e r s o n , K y . , a d i s t a n c e o f 1 3 7 . 1 m i l e s , 
i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a e m g l e -
t r a c i c l i n e o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s a r c o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e 
a n d t r a m o r d e r s , n o b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m b e i n g m u s e . 
B e t w e e n E v a n s v i l l e , I n d . , a n d H e n d e r s o n , a d i s t a n c e o f 
1 2 . 4 m i l e s , t r a m s o f t h i s l a i l w a y a r e o p e r a t e d o v e r t h e 
t r a c k s o f t h e L o u i s v i l l e & N a s h v i l l e R a i l r o a d . T h e a c c i ­
d e n t o c c u r r e d a t a p o i n t 3 , 5 8 3 f e e t e a s t o f t h e e a s t 
p a s s m g - t i a c k s w i t c h a t S o a p e r ; a p p r o a c h i n g t h i s p o i n t 
f r o m t h e w e s t t h e t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f m o r e 
t h a n 1 m i l e , f o l l o w e d b y a 3° 4 8 ' c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t 
1 , 3 7 3 f e e t m l e n g t h , t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g o n t h i s 
c u r v e a t a p o i n t 7 0 S f e e t f r o m i t s w e s t e r n e n d . A p ­
p r o a c h i n g f r o m t h e e c s t t h e r e i s a 2 ° c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t 
3 0 0 f e e t m l e n g t h a n d t h e n t h e t r a c k i s t a . n g e n t f o r 
1 , 0 4 8 f e e t , f o l l o w e d b y t h e c u r v e o n w h i c h t h e a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d . T h e g r a d e a t t h e p o i n t o f a , c c i d e n t i s l e v e l , 
t h i s b e i n g a t t h e a p e x o f g r a d e s s l i g h t l y a s c e n d i n g f r o m 
e a c h d i r e c t i o n . T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d n e a r t h e w e s t e r n 
e n d o f a c u t , t h e maximum d e p t h o f w h i c h i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
3 0 f e e t ; a t t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i t w a s 1 0 f e e t m d e p t h . 
O w i n g t o t h i s c u t t h e v i e w o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t f r o m 
t h e r i g h t s i d e o f t h e c a b o f a n e a s t b o u n d t r a m i s r e ­
s t r i c t e d t o a b o u t 7 3 5 f e e t w h i l e a v i e w o f t h e s a m e p o * n t 
c a n b e h a d f r o m t h e e a s t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f a b o u t 5 5 0 f e e t . 

T h e w e a t h e r w a s c l e a r a t t h e t i m e o f t h e e c c i A e n t , 
w h i c h o c c u r r e d c t i b o u t 3 . 3 9 a . m . 
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D e e c n p t i o n 

E a s t b o u n d . p a s s e n g e r t r a m N o . 14G c o n s i s t e d o f 
o n e b a g g a g e c a r , o n e c o m b i n a t i o n b a g g a g e a n d p a s s e n g e r 
c a r , t w o c o a c h e s a n d t b m e e P u l l n a . n s l e e p i n g c a . r s , a l l 
o f s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n e x c e p t t h e f i r s t a n d l a s t c a r s , 
w h i c h w a r e o f s t e e l - u n d e r f r r m e c o n s t r u c t i o n , h a u l e d b y 
e n g i n e 8 3 , a n d w a s m c h a r g e o f C o n d u c t o r R o o t r.nd E n g i n e -
man B u s h . A t E v a n s v i l l e , o n t h e L o u i s v i l l e & N a s h v i l l e 
R a i l r o a d , t h e c r e w r e c e i v e d a c o p y o f t r a m o r d e r N o . 5 , 
F o r m 3 1 , r e a d i n g a s f o l l o w s ' 

" N o . 1 4 6 E n g 8 3 w a i t a t S o a p e r u n t i l 
t h r e e f o i t y f i v e 3 4 5 am f o r F i r s t 
No 1 6 7 E n g 5 8 . " 

T r a i n N o . 1 4 6 d e p a r t e d f r o m E v a n s v i l l e a t 2 . 4 5 a . m . , o n 
t i m e , l e f t H e n d e r s o n , o n t h e L o u i s v i l l e , H e n d e r s o n & S t . 
L o u i s t r a c k s , 4 . 1 m i l e s w e s t o f S o a p e r , a t 3 . 3 0 a . m . , 
f i v e m i n u t e s l a t e , p a s s e d S o a p e r w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g a n d 
c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s w h i l e 
t r a v e l i n g a t a s p e e d v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e b e e n 
b e t w e e n 1 5 a n d 4 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r . 

W e s t b o u n d s e c o n d - c l a s s f r e i g h t t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 
c o n s i s t e d o f 1 9 c a r s a n d a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d b y e n g i n e 5 8 , 
a n d w a s m c h a r g e o f C o n d u c t o r G r e g o r y a n d E n g m e m a n 
H a r d e r . T h i s t r a m l e f t D o y l e , 2 7 . 1 m i l e s e a s t o f S o a p e r , 
a t 3 . 3 4 a . m . , o n e h o u r a n d f o u r m i n u t e s l a t e , t h e c r e w 
h a . v i n g r e c e i v e d a t t h a t p o i n t a c o p y o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 5 , 
o n F o r m 1 9 , p r e v i o u s l y r e f e r r e d t o , a n d w a s a p p r o a c h i n g 
S o a p e r w h e n i t c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a m N o . 1 4 6 w m l e t r a v e l ­
i n g a t an e s t i m a t e d s p e e d o f 30 t o ^ 0 m i l e s p e r h o u r . 

T h e b o i l e r s o f b o t h e n g i n e s w e r e t o r n f r o m t h e i r 
f r a m e s , t h e b o i l e r o f o r p i n e 58 c o m i n g t o r e s t o n i t s 
r i g h t s i d e a n d t h e b o i l e r o f e n g i n e 6 3 c a m e t o r e s t s t a n d ­
i n g o n e n d a n d l e a n i n g a g a i n s t t h e b o i l e r o f e n g i n e 5 8 , 
b o t h e n g i n e s a n d t h e i r t e n d e r s w e r e d e s t r o y e d . N o n e o f 
t h e c a r s i n t r a m N o . 1 4 6 w a s d e r a i l e d e x c e p t t h e f o r w a r d 
t r u c k o f t h e f i r s t c a r , t h i s c a r w a s d e s t r o y e d a n d t h e 
s e c o n d c a r c o n s i d e r a b l y d a m a g e d b y f i r e . T h e f i r s t f o u r 
c a r s a n d t h e 1 3 t h t o t h e 1 6 t h c a . r s , i n c l u s i v e , i n t h e 
f r e i g n t t r a m w e r e d e r a i l e d , t h e f i r s t t h r e e b e i n g d e ­
m o l i s h e d w h i l e t h e b a . l a . n c e o f t h e d e r a i l e d c a r s w e r e n o t 
b a d l y d a m a g e d . T h e e m p l o y e e s k i l l e d w e r e t h e e n g m e m a n 
a n d f i r e m a n o f t r a m N o . 1 4 6 r,nd t h e e n g m e m a n , f i r e m a n , 
a n d h e a d ora.keme.n o f t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 , 



Summary of evidence. 

Conductor Roct„ -f t r a n No. 146, stated that he 
received the train order at 'vaneville and read it to the 
engineman and operator at that point, the requirements 
of the order being thoroughly understood. He was tiding 
in the fourth car from t h e engine working with his tickets 

- B . B his t r a m approached Soaper when he neard a stati-on 
„ whistle signal sounded, which was followed by another 
- signal acknowledging the tf&it order; he looked at his. 
"watch, at this time and, to t h e best of his recollecti-on, 

i r t was 3.40 a.m., and the thought occurred to him^thrrt-
-hls train Trould be delayed five minutes. He then-^pro—" 
"needed to the forward end of the cocch, opened the T r e s t l e 
bule door as h:s train was 'pacing Soaper-and •abs-errodr; - • -

-that a traan was standing on-the passing track., -trcrtr on-.™L._ 
laccount of' steam-and smoke-he TOS unable to-dxstingjix-fitt--
--the engine number. He al&o -looked for cla^siXxc^rtiott 
markers "but did not see -thcar which he also attrifctttaeL: — 
^to the hazy atmosphere^ although he afterwr.rds- said tteir 
^he was passing the engine at the time he-opened the veslribttle 
door. He said that speed was reduced after the whistle 
signals were sounded but before reaching the passing 
track the speed was increased, which led him to believe 
that the enginenan had identified the engine nuaiDer of 
the t r a m stonding on the aiding as that of tram first 
No. 167, and he therefore took no action toward bringing 
the t r a m to a stop but returned to his seat in the coach 
and continued to arrange his tickets. His first intima­
tion of anything wrong was when he felt what he thought 
was a slight application of the brakes; he estimated the 
speed of his t r a m at clu time of the accident at not 
more than 40 miles per nour. Conductor Root further stated 
that it i s not his custom to leave to the engmeman the 
sole responsibility for ascertaining that the train to bo 
met at meeting points has arrived and he could not recall 
any other time when this had been done, he did so m this 
instance m view of the fact that speed was resumed after 
it had been reduced befoie reaching Soaper, which supported 
h i B belief tnat the enginemai had assured himself that 
t r a m first No, 167 was then on the siding. 

Flagman Plank, of t r a m No. 146, stated that he 
read and thoroughly understood the order requiring his 
t r a m to wait at Soaper until 3.45 a.m. While approach­
ing that point he heard the station and meeting-point 
whistle signals sounded, after which he went to the forward 
end of the third car, ard as his t r a m passed Soaper, which 
was at 3.38 a.m., traveling at a speed of 45 miles per 
hour or more, he looked through the vestibule door without 
opening it and noticed a train on the side track at that 
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p o m t b u t f a i l e d t o s e c t h e e n g i n e n u m b e r , w h i c h f a i l u r e 
h e t h o u g h t m i g h t h a v e b e e n d u e t o t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n 
c o u p l e d With s t e a m a n d s m o k e m t h e v i c i n i t y , h e d i d n o t 
l o o k f o r s i g n a l s b e i n g d i s p l a y e d b y t h a t t r a m a s h e d i d 
n o t t h i n k o f i t a t t h e t i m e . A s h i s t r a m c o n t i n u e d b e ­
y o n d S o a p e r h e f e l t c o n f i d e n t t h a t t h e e n g m e m a n h a d 
o b s e r v e d t h e e n g i n e n u m b e r o f t h e t i a m o n t h e s i d i n g a n d 
t h a t i t w a s t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 , h e t h e n d i s m i s s e d t h e 
m a t t e r f r o m h i s m i n d a n d w e n t b a c k i n t h e c o a c h a n d s a t 
d o w n . A s h o r t t i m e l a t e r t h e b r a k e s w e r e a p p l i e d i n e m e r ­
g e n c y , w h i c h r e d u c e d t h e s p e e d , a c c o r d i n g t o h i s j u d g m e n t , 
t o l e s s t h a n 1 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r b y t n e t i m e t h e a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t i t i s c u s t o m a r y f o r e n g i n e -
men w h e n a p p r o a c h i n g a m e e t i n g o r w a i t i n g p o i n t t o s o u n d 
a m e e t i n g - p o i n t w h i s t l e s i g n a l a n d t o r e d u c e s p e e d u n t i l 
t h e y s a t i s f y t h e m s e l v e s cha/t t h e t r a m r o b e m e t i s i n 
t h e c l e a r a n d i f s o s j e e a i s then i n c r e a s e d , w h i c h w a s 
d o n e o n t h e m o r n i n g o f t h e a c c i d e n t , t h e w h o l e m a t t e r 
a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g l e f t t o t h e e n g m e m a n . 

C o n d u c t o r G r e g o r y , o f t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 , s t a t e d 
t h a t a t D o y l e h e r e c e i v e d an o r d e r w h i c h r e q u i r e d t r a m 
N o , 1 4 6 ho w a i t a t S o a p e r u n t i l 3 - 4 5 a . m . H i s t r a m 
p a s s e d B a s s e t t , 2 . 9 m i l e s f r o m S o a p e r , a t 3 . 3 4 a . m . , a n d 
a t t h a t t i m e h e e x p e c t e d t o a r r i v e a t S o a p e r a t a b o u t 3 . 4 0 
a . m . , i n t i m e t o c l e a r t h e s u p e r i o r t r a m o r e l s e p r o v i d e 
f l a g p r o t e c t i o n . He s a i d t h a t w h i l e a p p r c a c h m g t h e p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t n e w a s r i d i n g m t h e c u p o l a o f t h e c a b o o s e a n d 
t h a t h e f e l t n o a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e b r a k e s p r i o r t o t h e 
a c c i d e n t , h i s f i r s t w a r n i n g o f d a n g e r b e i n g w h e n t h e 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d , h e w a s o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t n o e f f o r t 
w a s m a d e t o s t o p h i s t r a m . T h e i m p a c t c a u s e d h i m t o 
f a l l t o t h e f l o o r , h e t h e n g o t u p , p u t o n h i s c o a t a n d 
p r o c u r e d a l a n t e r n , a n d t h e n l o o k e d a t h i s w a t c h a n d , a s 
w e l l a s h e c o u l d r e m e m b e r , i t w a s t h e n 3 . 4 0 a . m . , h e 
f i x e d t h e t i m e o f t h e c o l l i s i o n a t 3 - 5 9 a . m . a n d e s t i m a t e d 
t h e s p e e d o f h i s t r a m a t 30 o r 3 5 m i l e s p e r h o u r . C o n ­
d u c t o r G r e g o r y f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t f r o m h i s p o s i t i o n m 
t h e c a b o o s e h e h a d o b s e r v e d t h e r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e h e a d ­
l i g h t o f h i s t r a m b e t w e e n B a s s e t t a n d t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t . He a l s o s a i d t h a t a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t h e w e n t 
t o S o a p e r t o r e p o r t t h e a , c c i d e n t a n d o n h i s way h e m e t 
t h e f l a g m a n o f t r a i n N o . 1 4 6 , who i n q u i r e d a s t o w h a t 
t r a m t h e y h a d c o l l i d e d w i t h , and w h e n i n f o r m e d t h a t i t 
w a s t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 t h e f l a g m a n r e m a r k e d t h a t h e 
t h o u g h t t h a t t r a m W C J t h e p a s s i n g t r a c k a t S o a p e r . 

T h e s t a t e m e n t s o f F l a g m a n C o r b m , o f t r a m f i r s t 
N o . 1 6 7 , w h o w a s a l s o r i d i n g m t h e c u p o l a o f t h e c a b o o s e 
a p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t o f a c e -dent, s u b s t a n t i a t e d t h o s e o f 
C o n d u c t o r G r e g o r y a s t o t h e b p e e d , t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i ­
d e n t , t h e f a c t t h a t n o a p p l i c a t i o n o f t n e b r a k e s w a s m a d e 
b e f o r e t h e c o l l i s i o n , a n d t h a t h e h a d n o t i c e d t h e r e f l e c t i o 
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f r o m t h e h e a d l i g h t o f h i e a n g m e a s i t r o u n d e d t h e c u r v e 
o n w h i c h t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d * A t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i ­
d e n t h e d i d n o t k n o w j u s t w K , ; h a d o c c u r r e d s o h e s t a r t e d 
f o r w a r d w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f p r o v i d i n g f l a g p r o t e c t i o n 
a t t h e h e a d e n d . U p o n r e a c h i n g t h e s c e n e o f t h e c o l l i s i o n 
h e t a l k e d w i t h C o n d u c t o r R o o t c o n c e r n i n g t h e a c c i d e n t a n d 
t h e c o n d u c t o r s t a t e d t h a t h e s a w a t r a m on t h e p a s s i n g 
t r a c k a t S o a p e r a n d t h o u g h t i t w a s t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 , 
a l t h o u g h h e h a d n o t s e e n t h e e n g i n e n u m b e r . 

E n g i n e m a n C a m . o f s e c o n d - c l a s s f r e i g h t t r a i n N o . 
1 6 5 , s t a t e d t h a t t h e n i u o e r o f h i s e n g i n e w a s 5 9 a n d t h a t 
h i s t r a m w a s s t a n d i n g o n t h e p a s s i n g t r a c k a t S o a p e r a t 
t h e t i m e t r a m N o . 1 4 6 p a s s e d t h a t p o i n t . T h e h e a d l i g h t 
o n h i s e n g i n e w a s e x t i n g u i s h e d b u t t h e r e w a s a l i g h t b u r n ­
i n g m t h e b a c k o f t h e h e a d l i g h t w h i c h c l e a r l y d i s p l a y e d 
t h e e n g i n e n u m b e r . He h e l d n o o r d e r s p e r t a i n i n g t o t r a m 
N o . 1 4 6 a n d a s i t w a s a p p r o a c h i n g h e o b s e r v e d t h e r e f l e c ­
t i o n o f i t s h e a d l i g h t w h e n i t w a s a b o u t 1 m i l e d i s t a n t , 
w h i l e h e h e a r d s t a t i o n a ' d a t o p w h i s t l e s i g n a l s s o u n d e d . 
When t h a t t r a m p a s s e d , w h i c h w a s a t 3 . 5 7 . 3 0 a . m . , h e 
n o t i c e d E n g i n e n a n B u s h l e a n o u t a n d l o o k a t t h e h e a d l i g h t 
o f t h e e n g i n e o f t r a m N o , 1 5 5 , a n d a t a b o u t t h e s a m e t i m e 
h e h e a r d t h e e x h a u s t o f t h e e n g i n e o f t h e p a s s e n g e r t r a m 
i n c r e a s e , t h e e n g m e m a n a p p a r e n t l y h a v i n g o p e n e d t h e 
t h r o t t l e w i d e r . - H e e s t i m a t e d t h e s p e e d o f t h a t t i a m a t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 0 m i l e s p c r h o u r w h e n i t p a s s e d S o a p e r . 
E n g m e m a n C a m s a i d t v a t t h e w e a t h e r h a d b e e n c l e a r u n t i l 
a o o u t 3 . a . m . , b u t t h a t i t b e c a m e f o g g y a f t e r t h a t t i m e b u t 
h e d i d n o t t h i n k t h e f o g w a s d e n s e e n o u g h t o p r e v e n t t h e 
e n g m e m a n o f t r a m N o . 1 4 6 f r o m g e t t i n g a c l e a r v i e w o f 
t h e n u m b e r o f h i s e n g i n e , h e ,vas o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t E n g i n e -
man B u s h c o n f u s e d h i s e n g i n e n u m b e r w i t n t h a t o f t r a m 
N o . 1 5 7 . 

O p e r a t o r L o n g , o f t h e L o u i s v i l l e fi. N a s h v i l l e R a i l ­
r o a d , o n d u t y a t E v a n s v i l l e a t t h e t i m e t r a i n N o . 1 4 6 d e ­
p a r t e d f r o m t h a t p o i n t , s t a t e d t h ^ t h e d e l i v e r e d t r a m 
o r d e r N o . 5 t o t h e c o n d u c t o r a n d e n g i n e m a n o f t h a t t r a m 
a n d b o t h o t t h e m r e a d t h e o r d e r b a c K t o h i m a n d t h e n 
s i g n e d i t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t w a s c a u s e d b y f a i l u r e t o o b e y a w a i t 
o r d e r , f o r w h i c h t n e e n t i r e c r e w o f t r a i n N o , 1 4 6 w e r e 
r e s p o n s i b l e . 

T h e r u l e s p i o - i d o t h a t t r a m s h o l d i n g o r d e r s 
a g a i n s t e a c h o t h e r w i l l o e i d e n t i f i e d b y t h e i r e n g i n e 
n u m b e r s , a n d m u s t a s c e r t a i n p o s i t i v e l y t h a t t n e t r a i n o r 
t r a i n s m e t o r p a s s e d a r e t h o s e r e f e r r e d t o m t h e o r d e r . 
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U n d c r t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o , r t r a m o r d e r N o . 5 , t r a i n W o . 1 4 6 
w a s r e q u i r e d t o w a i t a t S o a p e r u n t i l 3 . 4 5 a . m . f o r t r a m 
f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 . T h e e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e e n g m e m a n , 
c o n d u c t o r e n d f l a g m a n o f t r a m N o . 1 4 6 r e n d t h e o r d e r a n d 
u n d e r s t o o d i t s c o n t e n t s * B o t h C o n d u c t o r R o o t a n d F l a g m a n 
P l a n k s t a t e d t h a t t h e y r e a l i s e d i t w a s t h e i r d u t y t o c h e c k 
e n g i n e n u m b e r s o f t r a m s t o b e n e t a n d t h ^ t t h e y a t t e m p t e d 
t o d o s o i n t h i s i n s t a n c e b u t o n a c c o u n t o f t n e s p e e d o f 
t h e i r t r a m a n a t h e s t e a n a n d s m o k e t h e y f a i l e d t o i d e n t i f y 
t h e e n g i n e n u m b e r o f t h e t r a m w h i c h Yiras s t a n d i n g o n t h e 
p a s s i n g t r a c k ~t S o a p e r a t t h e t i m e t h e i r t r a m p a s s e d 
t h a t p o i n t . T h e y f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t i n v i e w o f t h e f a c t 
t h a t a f t e r t h e e n g m e m a n a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e w a . i t o r d e r ^ n d 
r e d u c e d s p e e d , h e t h e n i n c r e a s e d t h e s p e e d a t a b o u t t h e 
t i m e t h e i r t r a m p a s s e d 3 o a p e r , t h e y w e r e u n d e r t h e i m ­
p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e e n g i n e m a n h a d i d e n t i f i e d t h e t r a m o n 
t h e p a s s i n g t r a c k a s t r a m f i r s t N o . 1 6 7 , a n d a s a r e s u l t 
n e i t h e r o f t h e m p a i d a n y f u r t h e r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s o f t r a m o r d e r N o . 5 . 

No p o s i t i v e s t a t e m e n t c a n b e m a d e a s t o t h e r e a s o n 
f o r t h e f a i l u r e o f E n g m e m a n . B u s h t o c o m p l y w i t h t h e w a i t 
o r d e r , b u t i n v i e ? / o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s 
h e h a d n o t f o r g o t t e n t h e o r d e r i t s e e m s p r o b a b l e t h a t h e 
c o n f u s e d t h e n u m b e r o f t h e e n g m e o f t r a m N o . 1 6 5 , w h i c h 
w a s 5 9 , w i t h bhe n u m b e r o f t h e e n g i n e o f t h e t r a m f o r w h i c h 
h e w a s t o w a i t , t h i s l e t t e r e n g m e n u m b e r b e i n g 5 8 . I t 
w a s t h e d u t y o f t h e e r m e n a n t o s h o w h i s o r d e r s t o t h e 
f i r e m a n a n d i t w a s t h e l e t t e r ' s d u t y t o e.sk f o r t h e n m 
c a s e t h e e n g i n e n a n d i a n o t s h o w t h e m t o h i m ; n o t h i n g i s 
k n o w n , h o w e v e r , a.s t o w h e t h e r t h e f n e n a ^ n w a s a c q u a i n t e d 
w i t h t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e w a i t o r d e r . 

On t h i s p a r t o f t n e L o u i s v i l l e , H e n d e r s o n & S t . 
L o u i s R a i l w a y t h e r e a r e 8 f i r s t - c l a s s t r a m s a„nd 6 s e c o n d -
c l a s s t r a m s , o p e r a t e d d a i l y , a n d t h e a v e r a g e d a i l y t r a m 
m o v e m e n t f o r t h o n o n t n o f J a n u a r y w a s n e a r l y 2 1 t r a m s . 
T r a f f i c o f t h i s d e n s i t y i s s u f f i c i e n t t o j u s t i f y s e r i o u s 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e q u e s t i o n o f i n s t a l l i n g a, b l o c k - s i g n a l 
s y s t e m i n o r d e r t o m i n i m i z e t h e d a n g e r o f t h e o c c u r r e n c e 
o f a c c i d e n t s o f t h i s c h a r a c t e r . 

T h e e m p l o y e e s i n - o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men a n d 
a t t h e t i n e o f t h e - c c i d e n t n o n e o f t h e m h a d b e e n o n d u t y 
m v i o l a t i o n o f a.ny o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e h o u r s o f 
s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

17, P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 
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