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IN RE INVISTIGATION OF AN ~CCIDENY WHICH GCCURRED o PHE

LOUISIANA WESTERN RAIL:OAD NEAR EDGERLY, Ld.,
OF PEBRUARY 16, 1919,
Haroh 6, 1919,

On February 16, 1919, there wea a derallment omn
the Loulsisna Western Reilrcad near Bdgerly, La., whloh
resulted in the death of £ employees and injury of 1 em-
ployee, After investigation of this agoident, the Chief
of the Bureau of 3afety rteports ss follows:

The division on whieh this aceldent occurred ias
8 sBingle-track line extending from Lafayette, lLa., to Eagho,
la., &8 distance of 106 miles. Trains are operated by time
table and train orders, and movements are yprotected by
automatie hlock signals, The derailment ocaeocurrsd on tan-
gent track et a point shout 2 miles sast of Ragerly. The
track weg laid with 90-pound raile, 33 feet in length, with
18 untreated oypress ties to the rall, It ig tie-plated,
double~spiked at Jointe, well ballamted with comrese gravel,
and maintained in good alignment, surface and gauge. In
the vioinity of the point of nooldent the track is level,
The weather was alear.

Basthbound freight train extra B0l consisted of 80
cars and 8 ¢abooze, hanled by loeomotive HOY, and wus in
charge of Conduetor Gernett and Engineman Hillerbrandt., It
left Egho at 10.15 a.m., stopped at Edgerly for water, and
left there at 12.01 p.m. It was derailed &t about 12,10

D.lt, while running &t 8 speed estimated to have been about
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16 miles an hour. The engine and tender turned over and
osme to rest on their left sides &t the botigm of a 10-foot
embankment, 170 feet ez2at of the point of derailment on the
lett slde of the treak, 3ix ocare were deralled, the first
five rolling down the embenkment on the right side of the
traek, The wixth ocar remeined npright on the readbed, while
0f the seventh aar only the forward trugkr were derailed.
Examination of engine H50L showed that the throitle
wa8 opén, the reverse lever in the fourth notch forward from
the center, and brake valve in the rumning position, The
sngineman wag found mnder the second oar on the right side
of the traeck, snd it i1s epparent that he elther Juuped ox
wag thrown fromo the engline at the time of derallment without
having any oppertunity of shutting off stesam or applying the
brakes. Carefnl examimtion failad to show anybthing in con-
neotion with the englne and tender whigh esomld hsve con-
trivuted to the derailment. There were many broken paris,
but all were s result of and not the causs of the sgoident,
Exemimation of the traek showed the derallment te
have ogourred st a point where a reil had been torn from the
south or right hand side of the traek, thie rall being found
at the foot of the embapiment, 10 feet east of ite original
loeation in the track, without angle bars or bolte in either
end, The western end of thie rail, as well ag the eastern
eni of the rail immediately adjagent 1o it on the west, was
quite badly battered, apparently due %o & train or traine
having passed over it while 1t was in the traok wiih the
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angle barg removed, thus resulting In the emde of the relile
working up and down an@ recelving blows from the wheels
pasaing over them, The angle bar which had been on the
ssptern end of the rail which wss torn from the traock waa
not found, but the a2ngle ber walek belonged to the weglern
end, on the outside, was found Alreetly opposite the point
of dereilment with the four spikes 2till 1n the slolm,
The inside angle bar and two of the bolte were missing.
The bolte wers aftorwards found in the weeds and water at
the foot of the swhankment, There were no nuts on the bolis,
vhile the threads were brignt, lpdissting thet the nubs hed
beon roeently rewuved. fhe snzle bar wae found at & point
B8 feet -rox the traok snd 32 feet west 0f {the peint of de-
rallment, indjoating that it was not throwm thaere by the de~
reilmant, a8 otherwipe it would hove been found east of the
point of derailment instesd of wemt of it, THear this mmgle
bar in cbout & foot of weter was found & track wrench, The
baond wires showed Lhat they hau spparently been left intaat
at the tiwme the angle bars were removed and that they hud
probably been torn loose when the rail wus actually thrown
from the track by ithe deralled trein. 1This acobunte for the
faot thet the automatiec eipnsls worked properly up to the
time of derallument.

Tustbound pampsenger traln Bo, 10, the last train
to pass the polnt ol mocldent previouws % ite oacurrence,

ragged sbount 556 minubtes .revioua thereto, Englnemsn Jarkwell
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him

stated that the train was traveling at & #pced of about 3B

miles ap hour and that he notioced nothing unusual in regard

to track conditionm, The sutommtic signals worked properly

at that time and he 4id not notlee anyone on or near the

tragk.

This eocident wia caused by some unknewn person
removing rall oonnections, holts and spikes Irom the truek
with malicicus irntent. He informstion could be obtalned
a2 to when ¢r by whom the track wis tampered with,

All the empleyees on the dorwiled train were ex~
periensed men and at the ftime of asocident had heon on duty
legz than 3 hours, aftser over 14 hours off duty,.
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