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Mar eta 5, 1919, 
On February 16, 1919, there wae a derailment en 

the Louialana Western Railroad near Sdgerly, La., which 
resulted in the death of S employees and injury of 1 em­
ployee. After Investigation of this accident, the Chief 
of the Bureau of oafety reports as follows: 

The division on ^hloh tails accident ooourred ia 
a single-track line extending from Lafayette, La*, to Soho, 
La., a distance of 106 miles. Trains are operated by time 
table and train orders, and movements are protected by 
automatic block signals. The derailment occurred on tan­
gent track at a point about z miles east of Bdgorly. The 
track was laid with 90-pound rails, 33 feet in length, with 
18 untreated cypress ties to the rail. It is tie-plated, 
double-spiked at joints, well ballaated with coarse gravel, 
and maintained in good alignment, surface and gauge. In 
the vicinity of the point of accident "the track is level. 
The weather was clear* 

3astbound freight train extra 501 consisted of 80 
ears and a caboose, hauled by locosotive 601, and was in 
charge of Conductor Sarnett and Sngineman Hillerbrandt. It 
left Echo at 10.15 a.m., stopped at Sdgerly for water, and 
left there at 18.01 p.m. It was derailed at about IS, 10 
p.m. while running at a speed estimated to have been about 



15 miles an hour, The engine and tender turned over and 
oame to root on their left sides at the hottorn of a 10-foot 
embankment, 170 feet east of the point of derailment on the 
left side of the track, Six oars were derailed, the first 
five rolling down tbe embankment on the right aide of the 
track* The sixth oar remained upright on the roadbed, while 
of the seventh oar only the forward trucks were derailed* 

Examination of engine 501 showed that the throttle 
was open, the reverse lever in the fourth notch forward from 
the center, and brake valve in the running position* The 
englneman was found under the second car on the right side 
of the track, and it la apparent that he either jumped or 
was thrown froia the engine at the time of derailment without 
having any opportunity of shutting off steam or applying the 
brakes. Careful examination failed to show anything in con­
nection with the engine and tender which could have con­
tributed to tho derailment. There were many broken parts, 
but all were a result of and not the cause of the aooident. 

Examination of the track showed the derailment to 
have occurred at a point where a rail had been tern from the 
south or right hand side of the track, this rail being found 
at the foot of the embankment, 10 feet east of its original 
location in the traok, without angle bars or bolts in either 
end. The western end of this rail, as well as tha eastern 
end cf the rail loaned lately adjaoent to it on the west, was 
quits badly battered, apparently due to a train or trains 
having passed over it while It was in the traok with the 



angle bare removed, thus resulting in tbe ends ef tbe rails 
working up and down and receiving blows from tbe wheels 
passing over them, She angle bar whioh had been on the 
eastern end of the rail whioh waa torn from the traok was 
not found, but tho angle bar ishleh belonged to the western 
end. on the outside, was found directly opposite the point 
of derailment with th© four spikes still in the slots* 
The inside angle bar and two of the bolts were missing* 
The bolts were afterwards found in ths weeds and water at 
the foot of the embankment, There were no nuts on the boltsv 

;~hlle tne threads were brlgat, indicating that tho nuts had 
been recently removed. J?he angle bar wee found at a point 
£8 feet irom the track and 33 feet west of the point of de­
railment , Indicating that it was not throw there by the de­
railment, aa otherwise it would have been fauna oast of the 
point of derailment instead of west of it* Sear this angle 
bar in about a foot of w^ter was found a traok wrench, The 
bond wiree showed that they haa apparently been left in tao t 
at the time the angle bars were removed and that they had 
probably been torn loose when the rail w&s actually thrown 
from the track by the derailed train. This accounts for the 
fact that the automatic ^ifnals worked properly up to the 
time of derailment, 

Tuetbound peBseiger train Bo, 10, ths last train 
to pass the point ot accident previous to its occurrence, 
passed about £5 minutes previous thereto* Kngineman 3arkw@ll 



stated tnat the train w u traveling at a speed of about 58 
miles an hour and that he noticed nothing unusual in regard 
to traok conditions. The automatic signals worked properly 
at that time and he did not notice anyone ©n or near the 
track. 

This accident was caused by soma unknown person 
removing rail connections, bolts and spikes from the traok 
with malicious intent. ie Information could be obtained 
as to when or by whoa the traok woe tampered with. 

All the employees on the dornlied train were ex­
perienced men and at the time of aeeident had been on duty 
less than 3 hours, after over 14 hours off duty. 


