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In ye Investigation of an secident whieh
sosusrred

on the Louisville & ¥eshville .

Bs Ryy nesy Wheelerton, Tena,, on

Sune 3, 1919,

On Mey 19, 1917, there wes a year-end ocllision be-
tween & jascenger tm«!n and a froight train on the Loulsville
& Naatwille Rallyoad near Wheelerton, Temn,, which resulted
i the death of I emploves, sericus in.}nry to 1 w:ployee

end slight injfuxy to seversl passengers,

The accident securred ofi the bBrentwood«Horth A thens
asubdivision of the Lewisburg Division of the louisvilie &
Hashwille Reilrced, This subdivision, extending from Bronte
woold, Tenn., % North Athers, Ala,, 8 distanos of 55 miles,
is & alngle Streck line, traine being operated by ting«tadble
and train orders. Ho ﬁloeﬁ: sisnel systum ie in use, bus
treins are spaced tem minutes spart at open siations by
means of station signele. The telepuons is useld for trense
mission of train onders.

Begliuning at Delrose siation, about 1.4 niles north
of the point the aosident, end proeceeding southward, the
line is tangent for 3,480 feat; thia ia followed b & Q«awm
surve to tue west, 1,098 feet 1n length. The traok s then
tengant for 1,680 feot, whioh in tuam 18 followed by snothey
Sedegreo ourve to the west 1,153 fest in leasth, It was at
the soutl end of the lsst s entioned surve thet the gvlliaton
cosurred, At thla point there is e alight grode csoending
southwerd, snd the line passes throush & cut w::'@*lng fyom
20 to 30 Teet in de.th, the view of the ecginensn of an g
;rosshing southbound train being limited o ~hout 200 feel,

Soutlibound Treight traip 34 No, 78; hsuled by looOw
notive 1319, consizted of 20 losded end 56 enpty ours end a
ceboose, It was in olmrge of Engisessn Averas and Conduotor
Aeron, apd left Neshvlille at 12408 e, =, The trsin stop.ed
8t Lewieburg, the last telegraph station, snd sbout &9 nlles
mrghmat ¥healerton, and after peteiving trein arder Ho, 304,
rendlings

"Ho, 1, esugine 309, run twenty-five BB nins,
1ate Bronteood to Ghe'el 2411 smd twanty %0 mins,
late Onapel Hill wo lorth Ashens,"

it Mgﬂ%ﬁ at 305 a, e The train stop ed 2t the north
switeh at Wheslerton o8 5:20 ae m, Top the purpose of taking
the slding, %o lst train o, 1 pass, the lattey trsin belng
Gue at Shat stetion om the sbove order at 5136 s, me After
the swistel had becn opened and the trais sterted o move
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forward, M sir<hose bturet seven or elght ecar lesgthe Liehiud
the wfgim, caaing the brakes to go ilnto emergsigy and s380De
ping the train, The hose war replaced, end the signel had
been given % move whan the rear of the train was struck by
train Ho, 1 ot 5388 a, n,

Southbound pessengey tysin No, 1, Imown ar the Ulnoladee
ti-How Orlesns Linited, 4drewn by losomotive 200, conalated
of & roatal oer, m;zzga%a osyr, &three ccaches end Pullmen
slenping oars Crusnwold, Weiter, Canopie and Patanops, sil of
sll-oteel constriotion exvert sles;ing ear Junopie,which ie
wonatraoted with & stesl undexfreuue, The traln waz in oherge
of Mzinenen Douzloss snd Condueotor Oorbetti, and after having
reoe. ved order D304, left Hagiwille at 3184 2, m., 27 ainates
late, The tryzin rassad Lewisburg abt 41862 a. m., 27 ninutes
late, snd while sunaing st 2 sneed estimated to have beon 48
milas per hour, collided with the veur of trsin 34 Ho. 73,

The oshoose and five yoayr oars of the freight train
wore denolished, Engine 209 and 1te tendey turned %o the
Tight and oame to rest on 1t3 rieht slde sleer of the trusk,
The portel osy turned $o the left and same to rest in an Upw
right position with ite forwnrd ead down the hank and its
rerr end resting on the roadbed, The forward truck of the
bagprge ear wns derailed, while the rensinder of the train
yozained upon the ralls., At the tize of the acoldent 1t was
daylizht and the weethoy was clsar,

Conduntoy Avron, of trein 34 Ho, 73, statel that his
trein atopred o% the north switsh at Wheslertonat BiR0 a, my
After the switah hed been openad and the signel civen, the oo
ging mude tw or thrse exhauats when the dreres went inw
euergensy. Thinking a2 4dvewhar hsd been sulled ocut he wend
Torward, Af%tor loseing the csbooss heo looied badk and saw
Flegrom Tate alzht or ten oar lenctha back of the ohboose,
and 2111 walking northwerd. When he pessied the sizth or
geventh cey Trom the enzine he found 2 huret aly hose. With
the arsigtanse of the head Dratenan the “oae wus replaoed
end the signsl to move hed been ~iven to the enginenen shen
the eolliision oosurred, He wes looking st his woaloh st the
Blue, end 1t wns 6138 &, m, Ho stated thal ths Claguan lefe
she aaboope not lster thnn B8 s. . snd under the sonditions
existing e that ti e he should hewve eontinued to go baok uantil
he met Srain Ko, 1.

Megnam Tete, of Sruln 54 Ho. 73, stoted thai whan he
felt the emargensy apnliestion of the brates he thought @
drav bar hed »ulled out, Be lumedintely took torpedcss and
8 flag and started bask t0 proteat the yeor of his trein.
He hed rosched 2 polnt Just south of the south switeh st
Delrose, and adout the middile of the curve vhen he heard
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the whistle of trein So, 1, He ploced one torpedo, &

stop signal, on the roil op the enginenan¥s side, eim oF
olght oar lengths south of the south switeh; he them dropyed
back four or Five capr lengthe and Gepmn %o wave his flag,
The engluemen 414 sot answer the mogﬁadﬂ gignel, neither was
he able o attreet hia aty@eibbn with the fiag. Wien the
Yooawot ive passed hinm he saw Lnglineman huuglaal in the oah,
Wt both windows were chut and he was not looking out, He
sontiomed to weve hls flag efter the trein pessed, tut there
wed RO ohe on the rear of the tysin shoss attentios he
gould attrect, He eptisctes the epeed of the train o huve
beonn about 35 niles jper huur when 1% p2ened him, Flagnan
Tate also stated that he “ad reed the train order glving

hig tr:in tize on train Ho, 1£ and hed osloulated that No, )
would rosch Wheslsorfon shaut 51305 s.m. rpd that he hod
shout 14 minutes {n whieh to 0 bhaok and Pling, He stated
that he knsw he would heve %0 flag train No, 1 beosuse

he thought his train had pulled out & drswbar.,. PFlagman
Tate stated Turther thet the taredo wag placed on the rall
B8 rail lengths fron the reer of train No, 1, ss he counted
the ralls whemt he oame in after the acsident,

Gonduetor Corbett, of train Eo, 1, stated thet Do
topfean Chael H1ll and Lelroze the tr:ip wade up sbowt five
minutes, and nadthe asclident not cocurred the trd n would
heve paseed Theslerton st 5456, right on the limit Pized by
the trsin erder, He stated trzt apryusching Wheslerton he
wxg ridisg in the :niddle of the first conch vhen he fels
the ﬁﬂﬂ!ﬂﬁngi aprlication of the brakes, whloh ver followed
alzost imve &&aiy by the 1 rsct of the cpllisicn, He ¢id
vot hesy the exploeion of e é@gfﬁﬁ slthough it is posaibie
one 28y hove sxploded without his ﬁnaring 1t, Be esti etes
the apeed of the traip to 'ave teen adout 48 milex ey
bonr 8t the time the hyakesz were gprplied, Conductor Corbels
further atated that he ed been running with Engicosan
Dosplegs aboud five years sud thet during thet tive he had
glways observed torpedo signels.

3af3agauaat¢r Buzhes, of treiu No, 1, stated that
s;prossiing Bhe point of ecoident he wes riding tn the rirst
cotth, He 214 not hesy the explosion of sny torveds and bHee
lioves thet hed one sxploded he would have hesrd ite In his
opinion the bLrakes were not ap lied until the englnem:n firss
paw the regr of trzin 38 Ho, 73+ He astated thot 0 far ss b
hed oboerved, the air breke ayetem had hesn working »roperlys

Flegoan Jones, of tyain No, 1, steted thet sprrosching
the polat of the nodident ho was rldimg in the rear seat of
the resr ceri he feld the snoy aprpliontion of the brakes
after which the train ocontinued ot throce or four sar lengilhs
before the oollielion cocurred. A8 soon as the train etopped
he started back to flsg., O his vy baok he found Flagsas Tate
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standing on the ends of the ties on the t:ngent abdout uldwey
betweon ths two ourves. In conversation with Qim, Tete stated
thot he had pleced cue torredo o the reil ab that polnt, whieh
donse estizated o lisve heen ahout one-third of » sile from

the pear of train 34 Ho. 73, bub that it was oot heeded hy

the englnencn of trein Ho, i. Flegmen Joves stated that im
his opinton Tete wae pot beok & sulfigieniy disitence raperly B0
rotest the resr of train 34 Ho. 75.

Pogtal Clerk Davis, who was in the .ail cur, stabed
that he heard the azxplosion of ocue orpedy, Mt heerd no aige
asl from the snglnersn, snd upon heariig the tornedo explods
he looked out of the oor window end estl.sted the svesd of
he traein to be cbout 40 »iles ap hours Postal Clerk Howard
¥ho wro working uext %O him ressrkeds "Tiot's o one shog,®
and upon looking out of the window sgsin he noted That the
spged of the troin had uot been reduced. ilr. Duvis eald that
sbout pne miaute alter the exvlosion of the torpeds he heard
vl folt the emergency siyilication of the brives, and in e
few geoonds theragfter the collialion oucurred, in‘hiu opinion
the torpyede wes ;inced on the stralght tyaok,

Postel Clerk Folt steted tust he vz 1ring down on 8
bench in the postl car vhen he heurd the explosion of one
torpedo, and the brakes were ayylied alwsst Livweldlistely e
after, He statod that he belleved the tor e’ o wz: placed oa
the atreight traok nt & polnt Sust before recching the Surves

Postel Clerk Howerd steted that Le wes zidlnz in the
forumyd part of the 'mil our and thet he Leard the explesion
of one torpedo, and m ewergency arplieztlion of the byvukes
Tollewed, BHe inau@hﬁ the torpede was lsced on the stralght
traok just belore resshing the fSurves

rintendent Boss stated thet Le wag N his derth
2: the tiuo of the aosident, but dresced qulekly and hurried
out S0 asgertain whet had tepgened., Hear the hecd end of
tradn Bo, 1 he et Flegman Tate, who staied %o Bim that he
wag out aboudl 3,000 feet om the curve sud wes hurrying boaok
to get around the ocurve on to the eirsi{zht track vhem he
seard train Bo. 1 agprosehing. Jisgnan Tsto ststed %0 hiw
that after plaoing one toryedo on the rail he yon back and
4id 8ll he couldd to sttreot the attentlon of the enginessn,
but the latter ;uid no atientlon to hils gignals. Superine
tendent Bose sald that Fluguen Tate $01d him thet 1f he had
shown #ho the enginensn was he would have thrown mowething
at hin, 8a the same enginecan had yun by nhlm once hefore,

xnginam&n Douglesc, of train lig, 1, was killed, aend
Piremen Riggen of the same tr-in was #0 seriocusly imjured shed



v

e hao bees unable %o meke say intelligent statezent cohoerte
ing the acsidens,

¥hile the evidenoe 18 not suffisient to estedlish
definitely Just whet distance from the yesr of his trein
Flagnes Tate wns when trein So, 1 psssed By him, his owm
statessnt, She statexent of Flagmen Jones of train Ho, 1 thet
he mxmgﬁ the torpedo wes placed one~third of & mile from
the rear of trein 34 No, 95, the statemant of Fostsl Clexk
Davis that about ane minute ehapeed between She sxplosion of
the torpedo and the application of the breies, and the s%etow
ments of the other oleris, olesrly establish the faot
that Flazgsmm Tede was on the ﬁ‘ﬂm‘h mgk end sore than
2,000 feet rfrom the point of sellision, ¥For those Teasons
1t 15 believed that the dirost seuss of this ncoldent was
She fallure of Enginenman Dougless to observe and obey the
stop eignale given by Flagman Tete, Any attempted explinnes
tion as to vhy he felled asknowliedge and he governed by the
torpedo end fleg signal ie & satter =ere oounjest.re, Dus

bad the 1s beon obeerved the trelian oouléd have bheen
brought er ocontrol, and the ascident undoubtedly would
not have osourred,

4 sontrivuting ceuse wag the failure of Flsgmen
Tete to comply sbaplutely with rule 99 of the Loulsville
& Naonville Retliroad, snd go Yok an sdditiouel distance of
a,mmtuﬂwﬁaewmmmmmwmmmu In the
fourteen nisutes intervening betwson the time hia treln stopoed
and the oollision, he hed anple time %0 go bLack mueh further
then he 414 go.

Englneman Dougless had been mununing =n for

80 yoars, having been promoted to0 esginemum in 1867, and st

the tice of the nocoldent wes 74 years of age,  Posord

ﬁg? ggg‘u;ﬁﬁa snd ﬁlﬂ'guwi” gﬁw Wm” mlm oh
® punn or ns. oe

MMM varying from 10 t 30 daye, sad aggregs ms‘&a

ﬁm His eysaight and hesring wers &emm! n Agril, 1914,

pronounced good.

Thie socldent calle attention agein $- the sdventages
of an sdeguate blosk eignsl aysten, and Lad such & system
been in oporation Enginemen Dougless would Lave been wurned
of the gmm of train 28 Bo. 78, and the acoldent Lrobée
vly . heve beoen averted,
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