
In m fajwrtlgetlea OF AA asetdent WHLEA 
oeaurrad oa the i.auiewille & *a*hvllia 
£* 1*, NEAR Whooloraon. * ana* , oa 

MAY 19. 1 9 1 7 * 

ITTAE S3, I S L F • 

DA MAY 1 9 T WW, THERE mo A REAR-END collision B E ­
TWEEN A PASSENGER TR IN AND A FREIGHT TRAIN OA THA Louisville 
a BASHRLLLE BAILROAD NEAR «H«OLERTOSF tana*, walea REEALTAD 
LA THA A OATH OF 1 EMPLOYEE, SERIOUS INJURY TO 1 SKployea 
AND ALIGHT INJURY TO EERERAL PAAAONFORA* 

faa ACCIDENT OEEURRED OA tha BRENTWOD-LFERTH A THEN* 
subdivision OF THE Lavieaui* Division OF tho JLOUISVLLLA a 
HAAHVILLE SALLROED* This SUBDIVISION, M A N N I N G FROM SROAT* 
W O D , TEAN*, TO NORTH ATHENS, A L A * , A DISTANCE OF §8 atllee, 
IA A single tree* Una, TRAIAO feeing OPERATED BY TLSE-BABLA 
AND TRAIN ORDER®. So BLOEX signal syetea I F IN nee, HAT 
TRAINS ARE ERASED TEA SINATEA APART AT OPEN ETAti one BY 
mmm OF STATION e igne!A* FHE TELEPHONE IA «S@D FOR TR*AE» 
OIAALOA OF TRAIN ORDERS* 

BEGINNING AT HELRONE ststlon, ABOUT 1 . 4 MILES north 
OF tha point of the sosldent, sad proeeeding southward* taa 
line Is tangent for 3,980 feet; THIS I S followed b. a 5~degree 
EURRE TO tha WEST, 1 , 0 9 8 FEET I A LENGTH* ®HE TREOK I S then 
TANGENT FAR L,E©0 FEET, WHIEH LA TURN I S feilowed hy another 
8**D»IN?E EURVE TO THA WANT 1,1C3 FEET IN laoeth* I T WAS AT 
THA SNATH and OF THE LAST seatloned EURRE fmt THE collision 
OOOURRED* At THIS POINT there is s ALIGHT grafts ASEENDLNG 
SOUTHWARD, SAD THE LINE passes THROUGH A OUT VARYING FROM 
80 to SO FEET LA DM th, THA NEW OF TITS eagiaensa of AA ap» 
r̂oaealBgi aouthhound TRAIN BEING LIMITED TO *baut 600 FEET. 

SOUTHBOUND freight train M MO* ?8* HEALED BY LOSE* 
SATIRE 1 3 1 0 , OONSIATED OF £0 LOADED AND 8© EMPTY A«RS SAD A 
OABOOSE* I T WAS ia ©BARGE OF LAGIIIEWA AY#RA Mi CONDUOTOR 
AARON, SAD LEFT TTNAHVILLE AT 1E|0© A* » * THE train STOPPED 
AT TEWIABURG, THE LAST TELEGRAPH STATION, END see AT 89 ALIAS 
north OF Vheelertea, SAD AFTER REEAIVIAF TRAIN ORDER $A# 804, 
READING! 

^FO* 1 , ANGINA 809* mm TWENTY-FIVE 88 ATNE* 
lets BREATAAED TO Cm,.;*! Hill SAD TWENTY P0 tHas# 
1 S T * O&APEL SILL TO HORTH Athens," 

I T DEPARTED AT 4 |08 A* S » THE TREIA ATOP- ED «T THE NORTH 
ewltea AT WNAAIORTOA AT SISO A* A , FOR TBA PURPOSE OF TAKING 
THA aiding, TA LET TRAIN HO* 1 pass, TAA latter T N L N BEING 
DUE AT that STATION oa THE ABOVE ORDER AT BTST A* IA* AFTER 
tha ewitoh HAD bmm OPENED SAD THE TRALA STARTED TO wore 



forward* am atr«*ao©© burst ©*v*a or ©igat ©or length© hohlad 
th© engine, o*m©Iî  tut brakes to go Into omorgooof and stop* 
ping tbo train* Th© boo© was roplaooa, ant th© signal baa 
boon giToa to *©r© wham tbo raar of tbo train oao struok ay 
train Io* i at §§®§ «* m« 

Southbound passenger train Ho* 1. known as the Oinelaaa* 
tl«How trlotno LlRited, gram by loooaotiro £dof ©oa*lot«d 
of a oatal mr$ hascal© oar* three oooebot oM fall*©* 
aleeping ear© Oruenwold, Waiter. C«meeio oao 9*t*Mp*9 tU ©f 
oil-steal eonctruetion mmw% aloaplng omr Qs»©]>i©#wfeioh 1© 
©mnatrtioted with a ©te©l m&mtmm* tbe train was in charge 
of Sag! annua Douglass ami Conductor Clorbott, emd of tor baring 
rooe;rod order 304* left magfctlU© at Slid a* a*, I? minute* 
late* the train $«••©« t*owliib«rg at 4>6i a* a*, t» alante© 
lata, and while running ot o a~-e©4 eatimotod to bare been 40 
mil#o per hour, ©ollided with the rear of traia 3d Mo* *S« 

the etbooao and fir© year oars of the freight traia 
war© demollebod* Engine zm and Its tender turned to tbo 
right and ©»*© to rent on its rich* si«© eloer of the trnok* 
Th© yottal mt tarned to the left and ©an© to rest in an up* 
right panltiom with its forward and down the bast nag it© 
roar and routing cm the roadbed* fho forward true* of the 
haggfif© oar tats© d©reil©4t wall* the yanaind©* of th© traia 
remained û on the rail©. At th© tin© of the aooidoat it wa* 
daylight «ad th© weather woo aloor* 

Couduetor Aeroa, of tr*in 3d So* f3 t ©tatat thot hi© 
train ©topyod st the north ©witoh at Whealertoaat 6$l@ a* a* 
after the ©wit on had boon opened and the nigael giw©** tam ©m* 
gino mad© two or thro* exhaust© whoa the brtfeoo want into 
energoaay. Thinking a drawbar had boon pulled out ho wont 
forworn* Aftsr leaving th© oaboooo bo looked book and mm 
Tiaras© tat© eight or ten oar lengths bask of the ©©boose, 
emd still walking northward, anon he reeobed the sixth or 
©©Tenth ©or from th© ©ngin© ho found a buret air boom* With 
the a»i»t«a©« of the bond bra:• or.au the *ae© mM replaood 
and th* ©ign©l to how* fe«d bona riroa to the «ac!no«#a wh©m 
the ©olllslon ooourmd* Be looking at hi© mt#h at the 
t i»0| ©ad it was *t99 a* a« no otatod the* th© flngHsm loft 
tao oaboooo aot later than 6i£n ®* m* and undor th© ©oftdibî fi* 
exist Ins si that tt-* a* should bare eon tinned to $& book until 
ho rmt train Ho* 1* 

Ylegiaon. Tate, of train Sd So. stated that wbaa ha 
felt the wtrgesoy ©?rlioetion of th© fern*©* tie taaught a 
draw %ar had pullod out* Bo iiasodiatoly took torpodoes ami 
a flag and otartod book to protoot the vmr of hie train* 
Ee had reached a point lust eoutn of tha south ©witah at 
Helm©©* and about tbe middl© of th© our** whoa ho hoari 
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th* whlstl* OF TRALA I O » 1. a# PIAEED ONE TORPEDO, • 
•TOP SIGNAL, OM THE rail on THE eaglneMN*8 OLIO, sis OF 
*IGHT OAR LENGTH® ACUTA OF TH* south ©AITEH; HO THAN DROPPED 
BAEA FOUR OR fir* OUR length* m£ TOGAS TO WAR* HLA FLAG* 
FH* *QGTA*N*m DID aot AASWAR.TH* TORIAGO SIGNAL, NEITHER ANA 
a* AHL* TO attraat HIS *t*£*JL|tba with TAA FLAG* VISA* TH* 
LOOOAOBIV* PASSED HIM B* SAW FAGIAEAAA BOUGLASE I A ths oah, 
out BOTH WINDOWS WARS SHUT SAD HS WAS NOT LOOFCING OUT* A * 
OO&TLNUED TO WAR* HIS FLAG AFTER th© TRAIN PAA®«DT hat THOR* 
WAS A* ON* oa TH* N » R OF TH* TRAIN WHOSA ATTAATIOA HA 
SAALD attr*«t* S * «oti*NAT*» TH* SPEED OF THE trala TO TSAR* 
BEEN about $ S ALIOS PER HOUR WHAA IT PASSED HIM* FLAGMAN 
T A T * ALSO STATED, THAT he rvad THE TRAIN ORDER GIVING 
HIS trsin TI:.e ON TSMIN MO* 1 , AND HAD oalaalatad THAT !fe* 1 
WOULD RAAEH WT»#XSI*T©II ABOUT AT 86 TURN, a*4 THAT IN* HAD 
SHOUT ID aiaut** I A WHLEH TO C*O baok «AD flag* »» STAT*D 
that HE knew h* WOULD ^SVE TO FLAG TRAIN Ma* 1 hsosua* 
HE THOUGHT HIS TRALA PULLED OUT A drawbar* flagaeji 
TATE STATED further that THE torpedo WAS PIAEED OA THE RAIL 
©# RAIL LENGTHS FROM TH® RE*R AF TRAIN HO* 1 , a* he COUNTED 
the rails whoa he OATSE ia after the aeoident* 

Gonduetar CORHETT* OF train HO* 1 , STATED THAT HE* 
T^WEAA C&R.-EL HILL A«4 TELROSE THE trdn R^DE UP saott FIRA 
ataut**, SAD HADTH* AEOLDENT NOT OOOURRED THE trda WOULD 
HARE PASSTD FBESLERTON AT U9t$ RIGHT OA THE lloit fixed BY 
th* TRALA ©RDER* ft* STATED trst approaealag %«#L#RT#A ha 
W*© RLDISG in tha &iddl* OF THE FIRST OOAOH VIAAA HE felt 
THE mw*&mm AP|LIEATLOA OF THE BRAKES, WHIOH followed 
ALMOST ia»*di*t*ljr by THE t-peat OF TBA eolllelon* So DID 
COT BEAR THE TSPLOGLAA of « torado. ALTHOUGH it l* POSSIBI* 
ON* • * * HARE ARPLODED without hi* HEARTHS I T . HE ••tin**** 
THA SPAED OF TH* TRAIN TO *«V* BEEN atosut *8 MILE* per 
TIW-ur st the TIME THE brakes WAR* APPLIED* CONDUCTOR Cora*tt 
FURTHER st*t*d THAT HE I-TTD B * « RUNNING WITH Aiglneanm 
Douglas* about FIRE YEARS SAD THAT DURING that tifi* HE HAD 
always OBSERVED TORPEDO SIGNALS* 

BAGGSSAAAATER PUSHES, OF TRAIN SO* L . STATED THAT 
aparaaaalag th* POINT of AEOIDEAT HO WAS RIDING in THE FIRST 
OOEOH* I * did NOT h**r TH* ©A^LOATON OF ANY TORPEDO SAD %*-» 
LITRES THAT HAD ON* EXPLODED he WOULD HAVE HOTRT IT* Za hi* 
OPINION the BRALT** WAR* NOT op;lied u til THE *ngia**aft fir*t 
SAW TH* r**r OF TR^IN M BO* 7 5 * 1 * STATED THAT SO FAR *s A * 
H«D OBSERVED, THE AIR FERAFCE ASTERN HAD BETA WORDING properly* 

FLFTGSEN fan**, OF train SO* l , statsd THAT SPITROAATIIAG 
TBA point OF THE aooident HO wa* RIDING LA th* rmr sent of 
THE R « R *ari HE FELT TH* EISERAENOY APPLICATION OF THE BRAN** 
AFTER whleh IN* TRAIN EONTIMIED OA throe OR FOUR EAR LENGTH* 
BEFORE the oollleloa OOOURRED* &* AEON * • TH* TRAIN ETOPPAD 
H* STARTED BOOK TO FLAG* OA HI* WAY BANK H* FOUND FLA^SAA F A T * 



standing on th* end* of tbe t ies EM the ts&gont about midway 
between tao two ©urrea* In ©eororoatloa with ^ i » . fata stated 
that be bad plae*d oao torpedo oa tbo Tail at that point* wale* 
tone* ostinatem to i»r* h%m oae~thirfi of « al io from 
tbe wear of train Sd 80* » » . bat that i t wan not headem BY 
the onginoma of train Bo. 1, Flagman lone® stated that ia 
MO opinion fate ms NOT beak a omffigiant DISTESEE :roporly to 
i*rotoot tao reor of train M He* ?$• 

Postal Clark SAVLO, irbo wae ia the .-.ail c?*rt otatad 
that bo board the o*pi©»ioo OF on* torpo&a, bat heard no »ig* 
nal from the oa#ln«ESAT m& upoa haarlag tbo torf>e4o anplod* 
h* looked oat at tbo eer WINDOW nam •• t inted the opeed of 
be train to be about 40 ailea an hour* Powt&l Clerk Howard 
who w o wanking uaxt to 3-*im rmmrkMi "That's R ©*I# *aoe«* 
and upoa looking out of the window a^ala no noted tnat tbo 
»P**4 of the train bad not boon radioed, tfy* ®mt% said that 
about one atout* after the oaploaioa of Mm torpedo ho board 
«ad foXt the smergostesy a-yligation of the bribes, an* ia a 
few seaoate theriiafter tbe ©olllaioa oe<SUXRO<i# fa hie opinion 
tbo torpedo we* pi need ©a the atraigut troek, 

Pastel Clark Eolt atatod that ho was lying down on a 
beneh ia the poott oar when ho board the axplooion OF oao 
torpedo, and tbo brakes warm applied almost irsw&tataly «w-e* 
after, tto etatam that ho ball**** tha tor;«*£* was pi**** ©a 
the straight traok FIT a point Just before reftohiag the et*rt*» 

Foetal Clerk Howrd'stsfeed that U« wee rising ia tha 
FORWARD part of the mix oar and that no heard tbe ©^eloalon 
©f one torpedo, and m ooorgomoy epplio&tion of *be brake* 
followed* ft* thought the torpedo was ^lao*d ON the atroight 
trt&ok Just BEFORE rooemiag th* our*** 

Suaorintondent Bo«* stated that a* w&fi la bio b#rtH 
at the ti,ao of TH* aeeldent, but oremod tjuiekly and hurrie* 
out to aaoort&la what had b*p**a*a.. Hear the hm& end of 
train *o* 1 he ;aet liajanem Sot*, who STATED TO Mm that h* 
wa* out about 3 ,000 feet oa the ourrs end was bmrrwiag book 
to got around the euro* oa to the straight traok men he 
board train Ho* 1 sj?pr©«obiag* $iA$®m Tate OT&ted to him 
that after planing one torvod* oa the rail be rem BOOK an* 
did all ho eouid to attract the attention of tha en-tn«ma* 
but THE latter jaid no attoatioa to hlo atonal«» nutria* 
toodont BOOO said that Wl&mm fat* told him that i f be hag 
lasowm who the engineaitn wis ho would haw* throwm southing 
ot LITE, as th* eerne eaglnmaem hod ma by him ANOE before* 

Sngiwsiim &ougl*suf of train Ikt* 1 , was killed, end 
firaaea nigggm of the same tr in was m •*tiously injur** that 



/ 

he HAS beea AAABI* to mm ear intelligent statement 
lag taa aoeidaat* 

*hll* taa *vid*N«* i s not suffloiaat TA **t*bliea 
definitely Just what distance from taa rear of His trala 
Ilagasm lata aaa rasa trala fa* 1 paas«a ay him, his owm 
statenaat, taa stateraeat of flag*** son** of train Bo* 1 that 
ha satimataft taa torp*do was plaoea one-third of a mile from 
tha roar of trala 3d Bo* ? 9 , th* stetaaaat of tostal eierte 
Deris that about aaa sdaute eiapeed bataaaa th* explosion of 
the torpedo AND TH* •pnUaattoB OF the BRE)s*ET SAD th* ***t*> 
| * B T * ^ O F TBA OTHER R * L ^ O ^ ^ S | ^ O L * A R L Y **T*BUS% THE^FAET 

£,000 feet from ta* poiat of eoiliaion. *or thee* reaaoai 
it la believed that th* dlrott asm** of tide aooidaat wa* 
taa failure of 3&girc*aan B*ugl*ss TA AB*erve SAD: obey the 
stop signal* glrea by flags** FATA* Any attempted erplaaa* 
tioa •* ta war * » failed LA *«TAEWI*dg* SAD b* GOVAISED by tba govern* 
torpedo sad flag signal Is a matter of <*n eon Jeet.ro, bat bad taa STGNAIE baaa oh served th* TRALA eould mm b*ea 
brought under EOATROL, aad th* aaeidamt undoubtedly would 
not BAR* ooourred* 

A oontributiag ***** WAA the failure OF FTAGAAA 
baolut«ly A I M tal* ft of the TAUISRIL 

'->AD, SA4 
plaolag 

fourteen Minutes Int*rv*aing between the alia* his train stopp*d 

fat* ta ooaply absolutely a im ml* ft of th* Loutsvills 
* Baehrilla *all*.*d« aad go beet aa eddltlaaai dlstano* __ 
9,000 f«et after plaolag the on* torp*d* oa ta* rail* Xn tba 

aad tba aolllsion, h* HUD ample T I A * to go BAOK mtob FARTHER 
THAA he DID go* 

laglaeaaa Douglass HAD baea running m engia* for 
90 year*, having b*ea promoted to *ngla«n»n in ia*?, sad AT 
th* t i .* of th* aooidaat WAS ?4 years of eg** the reaord 
ahowa THAT h* WAA suspended twia* LA 190*1*1 ON** eaah LA 
1006, 191$, 1919 tad 1*1* far tanning by danger signal*, ̂  
•AAPAAA&OM varying from 10 to SO days, aad aggregating 1 0 
days* 1 1 * *y«8ight aad bearing WAR* to*t*d in April, 1 * 1 4 , 
and ptoaoaaaed good* good* 

fbia aooidaat sail* attention again to the *dwanta^*s 
of aa aaafsate bloat; signal system, sad had snob a system 
baaa la operatloa Xngiaansa Douglas* would t*av* b*#n awmat 
of the iireaano* of train 3d la* * • » aad th* aooidaat proba­
bly would have baea averted* 
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