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INTERSTATE COW'ERCE COMMISSION

REPCRT OF THE DIRECTOR 0OF THE BUREAU CF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AW ACCIDLWT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
LOUISVILLT & NASHEVILLE RAILROAD AT VALTON, KY., ON
OCTO3ER 24, 1939

Fetruary 15, 1930.

To the Commission:®

Or. October 24, 1929, a passenger train struck a
motor truck at a grade crossing on the Louilsvilie &
Nashville Railrcad at Walton, Kv., resulting in the de-
rallment of the train and the death of the owerator of
the motor ftruck and two eadloyees, and the injury of
onc sassenger and cne cther person.

Location and mecthod of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Cin-
cinnatl Divislcn extending between Cincinnati, ©Ohio,
and Louisville, Xv , a distance of 113.7 miles, 1in
the vicinity of the —oint of accident this 1s a single-
track line over which trains are operated by time-tanle,
train orders, and an automatic bleck-signal system.
The accident occurred at a highway cros2ing which crosces
the track at an angle of anout 30°, aosproaching this
point on the railrcad fron the nortq +here 15 a 4° 18
curve to the left 702.8 fcet iIn lenzgth, from wnich -oint
the track 1z fangent for a distance of anproximately
200 feet, the accident occurriag on this tanget at a
point about 350 feet from 1ts northern end. The grade
1s ~ractically level at the »o01nt of accident. Awnproach-
1ng from the west on the highway a train amproaching
from the north can e pnlainly scen for a distance of
700 feet. The crossing 1s protected by a warning signal
of the wigwa,, tvoe, located just east of the track on
the scuth side of tne nighway. This signal 1s eguipped
with a red light i1in tae center of the disc which flashes
at intervals when t1e signal 1s 1n ooeration. There 1s
also a warning bell on the signal mast, the disc and
bell are actuated by trains apwroaching fram the north
when thev eacounter the control c¢irecuit, wnich extends
for a distance of about 1,780 feet from the crossing.
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The weather was cloudv and a mist vrevailed at the
time of the accident which cccurred at about 9.58 a.m.

Descrivticn

Southcound massenger trair No. 7 consisted of cne
exnress cer, one oostal car, one storage car, one baggage
car, two coaches and tnree Pullwan cars, in the order
naned, hauled by engine 414, and was 1n charge of Con-
ductor Gregg and Engineman Frazier This train wvassed
Latgonia, 15.7 #1lcs north of Walton, at 9.35 a.m., 30
minutes late, and was derailed after 1t collided with
tne notor truck at Walton while traveling at an estimated
sceed of 30 miles mer "our.

Tae wotor truck involved was a 1%—ton Armleader
truck, loaded, and was traveling east on the highway,
kzown as Nicholson Road, the truck was moviang over the
crossing at a s»eed estimated to have been vetween 8
and 10 miles mer hour when 1t was siruck vty train No.7?

Engine 414, 1ts teander, the firet four cars, and
the forward truck of the fi1fth car, mere derailed. The
eagine came to rest on 1ts rigut side, east of the wain
track, and apnroximetely 375 feet sovth of the crossing.
The tender was also cverturned, »ut the derairl.d cars
remained unrigat. The motor truck wasg dewolished. Ths
enployees ki1lled were the éngineman and fireman.

Suamarv of evidence.

Conductor Gregg ctated that the brakes were tested
before lecaving Ciacinnati and that thney functioned pro-
nerly in making station stows en route. He was riding
in the third car frow the rcar of the train when approach-
ing the noint of accident, put did not hear a whistle
signal sounded for the highway crossing, although such
a silgnal could have been scunded without His having
heard 1t, 1n view of a1s location in the train. His
first knowledpe that sometaing was wrong was when the
brakes mere aonlied in emergency, and after the train
stopped he loocked out and discovered what had occuired.
He had not =—aid »-articular attention to the soced of
the train out did not think 1t was aoccove the average
between Latonia and the woint of accident. After the
train came to rest, he went "Myrward but at this time
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he Jd1d not notice whether the crossing signal was operat-
ing, althouzl sore time afterwards he gaw and heard 1t

1n oneration “hen other trains reached tne track circult.
He said that rhile the weather vas c¢loudv and nmisty, he
d1d not think these conditicas interfered with the range
of virion.

Flaggman Yallace stated thot the train was handled
1 the usval maaner after leesving Latonia and andnrcacn-
ed the »noint of accident at a snced of acout 40 miles
ner hoar. ™aen the car 1n waiic: he —as riding, the
third car from the :car, reacacd a soint a short distance
north of the sceotion housc, located aposroximately 600
fcet norsh of the ccossing, ac felt an emergency aonlic-
aticn of tne orakcs. He fsiled to hear a whistle signal
sounded walle the train was approaching the crossing,
out tiought 1t ~1ght have been “uc tc his keing near
tas regr of the ftrain eand the fact thet tne wind was
blowing 1in ageut tae saze dircction the train was moving.

BaggagSQéﬁfiLeo stated that he wasg riding 1n the
raggage car and noticed no unucual cseration of the
train "t onv time unti1l tne orakce vere asplied 1n emcr-—
gency, at "hica tive the baggage car was Just leaving
tle curve north of the crossing. He heard the whistle
gounded for tace crossing, whica vas followed 'nithin a
few scconds bv the brakz amlicotion. He estimated the
gmeed of the traia «t the time 1t struck the xworvor
truck at 32 wmilcs por nour After the accident he neticed
that the crossing signal was nol 7working, but later on
1t functionad aromcerly when other treins annroachoed.

Trair Porter Blvthe stated that he was riding 1in
the forrard wart of the fifth car, but did not hear a
crossing whislle signal scunded. He -~a1d no attention
to the crossiag signal and did aot know whetacrt 1t was
working subgeguont to thae accident.

Erncst Hartman, a truck driver for the Standard 011
Cowany at Walton, statced that at the time of the acci-
dent he mas on the cast side of the track about 200
foet fron the crossing. When he heard an engine "histle
he looked towards t-ac crossing ond ncoticed a motor
truck asoroacaing 1% fron the west, the engine whistle
ma3 goundcd continuously unvil the congine collided ™ith
the truck. He also heard the air orakes on the train
223ly vaen 1t was aoccut 200 fcet north of the crossing
and noticed thet souc of tnc wacels c¢re eliding mrior
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to the accident. Due tc his attsation ccing attractcd
bty the traii1 and the truck, he did not notice whether
the crossing signal ™mas in oporation, and 1f the warn-
ing bell ~os ringilng he was dnaclc to hear 1t on ac-
count of tho blowing of the engine whistle. He had,
hovever, noticed that this signal ras functioning hon
a train passed that —oint nrior to the arrival of train
No. 7 and alsoc noticed that 11 oserated —hen another
troain cntered the circuirt subseguent to the accident.
Driver Hartaan further stated thot the truck approached
the crossing »t a smceed of aot worc than £ miles per
hour, ~hich led him to believe 1t "os going to stow,
but 1t fairled to do sgo and started over the crossing
directlv ahecad of tne owproaching train. He alsc said
tnat the driver of the truck involved lived at Walton,
hzd becn driving a truck for tac samc firm for about
nine ycars, and undouvctedly 'ras fawiliar ~i1th the
crossing. He described the anaroach €4 the crossing
on the 1ighw~y from the =est as being -t such &n angle
th=et the driver of the vehicle faces almost dircctly
torard an ay»wroaching southoound ftrain.

Roocrt Robinson, =nother truck driver, stoted that
he mas folloming the truck involved 1n tho accident and
was about 100 fcet behind 1t "hen this truck turned
off the Dixie highay into Nicaolson road, about 200
Teet west of the crossing, end ot that time he observed
the trein rounding the curve north of tie crossing.

He also noticod tant the driver of the truck ahecad of
him was sitting crect and loocking stroarght nhend, but
could not account for his fiilure to sec the train,

28 1t a8 almost 1n linc w~itn his vision and thure was
nothing to obstruct the view Just beforc the cengine
catored the tongent, the engine vhistle startoed blow—
1ng and continucd to ble until 2% o35 “wout 50 feet
fros the crossing, while steam »ns shut off about 100
feet fron tn. crossing. He estimated $1°t the truck
mag 75 feot frow the cpossing, soving at -~ specd of
acout 10 mil.s per hour, »t the timc the ~histlc first
comnenced blo'ing, but i1nstexd of stes-ing, the truck
continued to the crossing witheut rcducing spced.
Driver Robinson did not notice vhothicr tae crossing
signnl s r-orking, ©°s hc "as .ngrosscd in atching
the troin as -¢cll as the truck ~s tacy ooprocched the
CTOSS11L.

Sigatl Suncrvisor Welsh st tod tact he arrived
at the scenc of the acecidont ot nbout 2.15 o.wa. and
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1mmedirtely commnictted +—itn the signnl mointainer,

1n ca~rgc ol the crogsing signal, ond s infor-cd tnnt
the s1gn-1 ard not bcoen insnected oy alw, the m2antoln-
er's aclner r~lso odviscd thot tazre n~d beooen no roepalrs
or rdjustmonts ande to the bell nrior to his arrivol.
Sumcrvignr Welsn then insocected the bell and found Lt
to be -orking »romerl -, Heplso mede cbscervotions vhen
other fraing -ore moseoing/Uhe circuit, ond 1n no 1n-—
stancz did the bell fail to ring, there being no
accessity to moxge rnv adjustments subscquent teo the
ccclident.

Conclusions

This accident »~s causcd oy the driver of a motor
vTuck orocceeding on 2 crossing at grede dircetly 1in
front of an onoroaching train.

The zvidence —ns to the offcet that the baggngoman
nmd other mitnesses henrd a whistle signal soundcd ‘hilc
tn¢ train s ansroaching the -~oint of ~ccident, al-
theouga the trrin crcw henrd no suca T ornings, but they
stoted this might hove been due to their riding near
tae rear cnd of the train; they all agrecd, hor over,
thet the brokes rore awmolicd in oiergencey »rior to the
accidont. The two truck drivers who vitnessad the
acerdent st-ted thot the truck n-pioccrchzd the crossing
£t slo gpeced but did not stow beforz 1t stortced over
the crossing. Evidently the driver of the truck did
not ses or "2ar the -onrenchiag srala, although the
ohiysicol caar cteristics 1a that locality are such th-t
the driver of 2 veaicle coanro~cning fron the - ost has
an 1ntorartitent vier of o trarn asoro-ching fro the
north for o dist2ence of e proxi=ately 2,300 feot and
2 fuvll view of a troin for a distancc of 700 fcot. The
driver of the truclk lived »t W-1lton, had been operat-
inr o truck i1n that vieinity for severnl voors, ond 1%
scems nrobable thot ho vas thoroughly familiar —ith tho
crossing, but no r ason can ou advanced to explain hy
he did not sceo the ~noroncaing train 2nd bring his
truck to 2 sten.

Tnz2rc =~s no dircet cvidence thet tie crossing
morning signal and btell crc oncrating ot the tiume of
the accident, but thore ' erc stelcments that 1t hed
boern omerated by a southbound train which passcd that
neint loss than two hours »rior to the oececident, ond
2lso by traoins adorcaching after the occurrence of the
nccident, vhileSignnl Sumervisor Telsh stoted that



1.0 ropalrs or adjustmente to the sigral were regquired
subpeguent tn thes araident.

The =empleoyecs i1nvolvyed weore expeTIrrred men and
at the tine ~f the acaident rnone ¢f Them had been on
dity 1n vzeolation of any of <he nrevisions of whe Lnoars
nf gervice law
Reepectfally gsabmitted,
W P. Berland,

Firercteor.



