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INTERSTATE CONMERCE COMKISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OE SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT T7HICH OCCbNtRED ON THE 
LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE RAILROAD AT TRAFFORD, ALA , 
ON JANUARY 20, 1930. 

Nirch 7, 1930. 
To the Commission: 

On January 20, 1930, there was e derailment 
ol a passenger train on the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad at Trafford, Ala , resulting in the deatn of 1 
eiplovee and 1 trespasser, and the injury of 47 passengers, 
3 mail clerics, 1 express messenger, 1 trespasser, unol 3 
employees The investigation of this accident was made 
ii conjunction witn a representative of the Public Service 
Commission of the State of Alabama. 

Location and method of operation 
This iccident occurred on that part of the South 

and Nortn Alabama Division extending between Birmingham 
and Decatur, Ala., a distance of 84 51 miles. In the 
vicinity of the point of accident this is a double-track 
liie over which trains are operated by time-table and 
train orders, no olock-signal aysten being in use. There 
aie four tracks opposite the station at Trafford, these 
tracks, from east to west, being as follows: ""ouse track, 
northbound m m track, passm b track and southbound mam 
track. Just nortn of the station there is a trailmg-
point crossover connecting, the nortnbound mam track with 
che middle or passing track, the north crossover switch 
being 359 feet north of the tram-order signal at the ' 
station, the north house-track switch connects with the 
northoouncl main track at a pomt 113 feet north of this 
north crossover switch, and 79.S feet north of the house-
track switcn there is a switch leading to wnat is known 
as the Temple brancn, this switch being the one involved 
in the accident, vrhich actually occurred on the Temple 
branch track at a point about 467 feet from me main track. 

Approaching cne point of accident from the south, 
tiiere is a 4° curve to the left wnich is 789 feet in length, 
and then the track is tangent to the Temple branch switch, 
a distance of 1,155 feet, and for some distance oeyond. 
Te pie oranch'is tangent froVJ| the turnout switch for ap-
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•pioxi lately 89 feet, followed by a 5 30' cjrve to the 
ri ~ht on wnmn tie accident occurred The grade is 0.43 
per cent descending to tne Temple branch switch, continuing 
to descend on the Te~ple branch for about 450 feet, at 
m m on point a 1.04 per cent ascent begins. The Temple 
brnnch avitc1 is laid with a standard No. 10 turnout m 
tne main track connection. Tne first curve in tno branch 
freak his an elevation of 2 inches and is lamtamed m 
Qood condition foj a spaed of abo^t 30 males r>er hour, 
whale tne mom track is well maintained and m condition 
for ni[gr speed. 

The Temple branch switch and the north house-
truck switcn are eguipped with Ne^ Centnry stands, T.ith 
the center of the lens 20~ inches above tne ties G-reen 
indications are displayed when the switches are closed 
and red when they are open. 

The T eather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 9.33 p.m. 

Description 
Northbound iirst-clnss train No 4 consisted 

of one rail car, one baggage and express car, three coaches, 
six Pullmen sleeping cars, one dining car, all of steel 
construction, neuleu by engine 404, and. was in charge of 
Conductor Kanmsky and Engmeman Harrison. This tiam 
left Birmingham at 8.58 p m. , according to m e tram sheet, 
eight minutes late, passed Trafford et 9.33 p.m., seven 
minutes late, and almost lm^e&iatelv thereafter, '•mile 
running at an esti rated speed of from 45 to 50 miles per 
hour, entered the open switch leading to Temple branch and 
was derailed. 

The engine, first ei^ht cars and forward truck 
of tne ninth car were derailed The engine came to rest 
on its lait side in a badly-damaged condition, the first 
car was overturned, and. practically destroyed, xhe next 
four cars were badly damaged, and. the renaming derailed 
cars regained upright in line with the track and. ̂ ere only 
slmutly denagec1 The e"iplovee killed vac tne engmeman. 

Summary of evidence 
Conductor Kaminsky, of tram No. 4, stated 

tnat the tram approached Trafford at 45 or 50 miles per 
hour and the first intimation he had of anything rrrong 
was when ne was tarown from his seat in the turd car m 
the tram by an application of the air crakes, which 



occurred at about the tire the engine turned in on the 
branch. Kis examination of tne sTmotc.n oJrost immediately 
after the occurrence of the apcident disclosed it to be 
lined and locked for tho Temple oranch, and tne lamp not 
lighted, tho switch points fitted closely and there was 
no evidence of tampering. It ras Conductor Kaminsky's 
opinion that it would be difficult for tne engineman to 
stop the train if the Temple switcn were found to be in 
the r>rong position after rounding the curve approaching 
the point of accident. 

Fla.gman Epperson, of tram No. 4, stated that 
tney aoproacned Trafford art a speed of about 45 or 50 miles 
an hour and that he noticed notuing v,rong prior to the 
accident. He went Or OK to flag immediately afterward, at 
wnich time he did not notice the condition of the switch. 
Upon examining it after his return, however, he found the 
starch open and locked T O T tne branch and tne Damp not 
lighted. The statements of Train Porter Bakor, of tram 
No. 4, oroignt out nothing add.: tional of importance, phile 
on account of the physical, condition of tne fireman and 
baggageman of tram No. 4, wno were confined to tha hos­
pital with mjurias, it ^as impossible to obtenn state­
ments f roF th'iL . 

Operator Barefield., an duty at Trafford at the 
time of the accident, stated, that aa the rear of tne tram 
passed the ofiice ne saw fire flying from the wheels and 
notified the dispatcher that aometnmg had nanpened. About 
10 or 15 minutes after the derailment, he noticed tnat the 
switch was tnrown and locked for xnc Temple oranch and tnat 
tne lamp i as not earning, his attention m m g called to 
this condition by Conductor Kamns^y, he had not noticed 
tno condition of the switch lamp at any other time during 
the evening. Operator Bar afield further stated that south­
bound local freignt tram No 21, w"nich arrived at Trafford 
at 6.08 p.r. on tno day of the accident, had. been the Inst 
tram to use the northbound m a m track m the vicinity of 
Temple branch. This train had, approached the station on 
the passing track, cut off all except one car it a point 
north of the road, crossing, wnicn ID located between the 
Tenple branch swiccn and the north house-track switch, and 
the engine and remaining car then approacned tne startion 
on the passing track and unloaded freignt, after which 
they backed up norti of the station to pick up cars which 
the crev thought ware on tne Temple branch. They returned 
in about five or eight "mutes, after navmg discovered 
that the ca.rs were not on the branch, proceeded southvrrrd 
on the northbound m a m track, picked up cars on the south 
end of the house track, returned to the balance of tre 
tram on the pissing truck, and departed at 6.48 p m. 
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Engmeman LoonRfcd, of tram No. 21, stated 

that after unloading the designt at the station at Trafford 
fron the passing track, he backed up into tie Temple branch 
for the loaded cars which he usually finds there. Not find­
ing them there he returned to the passing track, but upon 
discovering that the cars ~rere on The house track, he 
again backed through the crossover, pulled ahead on the 
northbound track to the south end of the bonne track, 
backed m and picked up the cars, and returned to m e tram 
via, the same route. He did not soe the Temple branch 
switch at any time, due to its being loc, ted on the left 
side of iiis engine. It furtner appeared from the state­
ments of Engmeman Leonard turn; m nis opinion tne engme­
man of a northbound tram vojld be unable to distinguish 
between the Temple branch switcn and. the north hou^o-track 
switch until about opposite the tram-order signal. 

Firerran Strarter, of tram No. 21, stater, 
that he noticed the indication of tne Temple orancn switch 
and knew the lamp was burning when nis tram was approach­
ing Trafford on the pascmg track, and also wh.cn entering 
and leaving the Te""NLe branch with the one car. From that 
time until the departure of the train, nowever, he did not 
notice tne switch lamp or its indication. He did. not 
know whether the switch "'as handled nhen they pulled out 
of :t after having failed to find the cars on the branch, 
nor did he notice, wh:l3 making tho back-up movement do^n 
the northbound m a m track in order to clear che crossover 
after having picked up the ca Ts fro 1 the house trac v, 
vunether the cars went uo the ferule cranch or the main track 

Head Brakeman Daniels said that as hi a tiam 
pulled, in to Trafford on the passing track, tne headlight 
of his engine shone on the Temole brancn switch lamp and 
made it anpear to be burning and displacing a green indi­
cation. After unloading freight from the passing track, 
he went south to protect his tram wlilo it was using the 
northbound track, remaining tnere until picked up as his 
tram was departing. 

Conductor Drake, of tram No. 21, stated that 
wnile standing or. the road crossm™ near the switch lead­
ing to tne branch, ne saw Fear Brakeman Jenkins line the 
north s.Titch of tne crossover and the Temple branch switch 
for the back-up movement into the brancn, and he also sax? 
him throw the Temple branch switch alter the engine and 
car had pulled- out on the main tracje. Conductor Drake then 
walked southward to the station, m whicn vicinity ne was 
engaged until just oefore leaving Trafford, at which time 
he boarded the cabooce at a point about four or five car-
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lengths south of the Temple orancn switch. He looked at 
all the switches from the caboose platform as the train 
was leaving, and said that they displayed green indica­
tions Inasmuch as he was positive the branch switch had 
been properly set, it was his opinion that it had been 
tampered with, and he stated that Flagman Bennett had 
called his attention to a man who was standing in that 
vicinity who had aroused his suspicions 

Rear Brakeman Jenkins, of tram Wo. 21, said 
tnat he rode the south end of the box car into tne branch, 
that he lined the switch for the movement of the engine and 
car in on the branch, and also operated it again after the 
engine and car had moved back out on the mam track. He 
stated that the switch lamp was Darning each time he oper­
ated the switch, and that when the cars were backed north-
p/ard m order to clear the crossover, when returning to 
the passing track, they wese backed down the northbound 
m a m and not the Temple branch, and at this time he saw 
the green indication still displayed at the Temple branch 
switch. 

Swing Brakeman Strain, of tram No. 21, stated 
that he rode the north end of the box car while the move­
ment was made into Temple branch. He did not notice wheth­
er the switch lamp was burning, but saw Rear Brakeman 
Jenkins get off at the switcn when pulling out of the 
bianch, he did not, however, notice him handling the switch 
at that time. 

Flagman Bennett, of train Ho. 21, stated that 
he did not notice the Temple branch switch while engaged 
in work at Trafford, that after boarding the caboose as 
the tram pulled by the station, on the passing track, he 
observed that all switches snored green indications, al­
though he did not count them, and was not sure ne would 
have noticed the absence of a light. 

Lamplighter Padgett, sta+ed that the Temple 
branch switch is eauipped with an eight-day Adlake lamp, 
that the lamp was in good condition when he cleaned, filled 
and lighted it two days before the accident occurred, and 
that when he was m the vicinity at about 5 15 p.m. the 
evening of the accident he noticed no lamps tnat were not 
burning. It was his opinion that some one nad taken the 
oil from the lamp, there having been instances of oil 
having been taken from switch iamos in the vicinity, al­
though this particular lamp had never before been involved. 

Supervisor Busby stated that he noticed that 
the lamp was burning abput 5.16 p.m. the day of the accident 



He arrived, on "the scene 10 or IE minutes after the derail­
ment, and found tne switcn thrown and locked for the Temple 
"branch, with tne light out, hut found no indications of 
tampering. H m testimony and that of his helper, Lib tor 
Car Chauffeur Caldwell, indicated that wnen the lamp was 
examined several hours liter there was still a little oil 
m it, and as there was plenty of wick, they did not think 
the light had gene out through lack of oil. Mr Caldwell 
further stated that at tnis time he made two attempts to 
light the lamp, but that on each occasion it ^ent out be­
fore he nad moved, wore than 5 feet away froff it, tne wick 
seemed to be turned too high and. the lens of the lamp was 
smoked. He refilled the cup and cleaned the wick, and 
the lamp then burned properly. He did not notice any 
indications of tampering 

Lieutenant of Railroad Police Goad stated that 
he tested the lock of tne switcn with a >ccy, and found 
that he could remove the key without locking tne lock, but 
when locked, it could not be jerked open. Fe further 
stated that a resident of Trafford had reported to m m 
that at 3 p.m the lamp was not burning and tnat tnis 
resident h^d noticed it out on offer occasions. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused bv am open s,r] tch. 
An examination of the switch by the crew of 

tram No. 4 and other employees of the railroad disclosed 
it to be lined ancl locked for tne Temple or anon, and the 
lamp not burning; there was no evidence of tampering. The 
last tram to use this switch was tram No. 21, which per­
formed switching m vicinity of the switch about three 
hours previous to the accident. Conductor Drake and Rear 
Brakeman Jenkins stated that the switch was thrown by 
the roar brakenan after they pulled out of the branch, 
while Suing Brakeman Strain said be saw Rear Brakeman 
Jenkins get off at the smtch but did rot see him throw 
it, none of the other members of the ere"1 nad any knowledge 
as to whether the switch was handled at that time. The 
conductor, rear brakemen and fireman w i e positive the 
lamp was lighted, at the time of the movement, and the 
conductor and fIngram, said all indications displayed at 
the time of their departure from Trafford wore green. It 
is apparent tnat either the ere^ of tram No. 21 failed to 
close the switch, m which event the responsibility would 
rest on Conductor Drake, or it \rz>E, opened by some one in 
possession of a switcn key after the train nad departed. 
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All of the employees involve! were experienced 
men and at tne time of the accident none of them had been 
on duty m violation of any of the provisions of the hoars 
of service law. 

Respectfully euomitted, 

TT. P BORLAND, 
Director. 


